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Y It E F A C E 


Tnn Second Volume of the *l<nmi<tl of />*V<wrw.s needs n.i recommenda- 
tion to make it interesting to every Saint who loves to drink of the streams 
that How from the fountain of K tenia 1 'Truth. It is made up of the choicest 
fruit that ciin bo called from tho tree of knowledge, suited to the tastes of all 
who can appreciate such delicious food. It contains tho priiuiph > q| the 
iru: pi of Sd^rnnn to this ^mi-raiion. By the rules and precepts found in 
h. be that reads with tho light of the Holy Spirit may measure hinw 3f 
aiut tho progress he has made in the way of Eternal life. Like a mirror it 
will rellect upon tlie souls of the meek and humble the beamy of light which 
emuiato from the presence of tho Father. Ifypocritag, and workers of im- 
qmfy, will find in it the meet cutting rebukes, that when uttered, tingled the 
ears of those who heard, and caused tho wicked to feel the canker worm of 
ton scions ^uilt, which will gnaw upon their vitals until the day shall come 
when they have paid the penalty of i run^ression, and are pert ui Hod to reap 
the blessing of repentance. 

As the Kingdom ad ranees, and the Saints emerge from the receding sha- 
dows of sectarianism and the prejudices of early education, the revelations of 
the Lord, through His .servants, abound with increasing intelligence, and ore 
more cogent and powerful in administering rebuke to the wicked, comfort and 
*ousuIaliott to the Saints, and reveal more distinctly the way- marks which 
joint the way to exaltation and eternal lives. 

There i- i least of fat things continually spread in /ion for tho faithful, 
and the longing appetite for celestial food need never go unsatisfied. Soma 
discourses in this Volume mark distinct eras in the progress of the work- 
Among these wo will only notice the discourses on the principltfl of Conse- 
•ration, inn I those in which President Young has administered severe but well- 
meriied rebuke to tho General Government of the United States and its cor- 
rupt official?, and indicated the future course and policy of Ttah. 


PREFACE. 


According to the measure of light in wMch a man livens, the past sermig 
an index to the future The marks which recent events have left on the 
dial plate of time, indicate a rapid incr ease in the brilliancy of the light which 
shines from Zion, and that the voice of * The Li' ; -J f i i ' will increase 
the terror of the wicked, and send trembling W& dismay into the craps of 
the enemy. Let him that would be saved watch md pray, and read with an 
understanding heart the words that flow from the lips of Prophets and Apos- 
ties, and. when lie lias read, practise the principle* they teach. 
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I wish to bear my testimony, before 
this congregation, to the religion 
vliich is ^called 11 Morinomsrn, v and 
preached by the Elders of the same 
l profession in all the world ; and that, 
we believe, is the Gospel of salvation, 
;md calculated to save all the honest 
iu heart who wish to be saved. 

This is my testimony concerning 
it— It is the power of God unto salva- 
tion tp all wko believe ami obey it. 
The words "obeyit, TT 1 have added to 
» text as it is given to us by King 
James's translators. To say it is the 
p nver of God unto salvation to them 
that believe, and that be the end of 
. then the people could not be saved 
i ; It. It is quite possible some nmy 
argue the point as it is held out in 
the New Testament reading, and in 
their own estimation justly. But to 
me one argument is sufficient to lay 
the matter at rest in my mind — a per- 
MHi who disobeys the Gospel, and 
operates against it, may not only be- 
lieve it, but know it to be true. There- 
ore I read the Scripture thus — "This 
Gospel that we preach is the power of 
Ko. h] 


God unto salvation to all who believe 
and obey it. 11 

My testimony is based upon expe- 
rience, upon my own experience, in 
connexion with that obtained by ob- 
serving others, To me it 1ms become 
positively true — no doubt remains 
upon my mind, whatever, as to the 
power of the revealed will of Heaven 
to man upon the minds of the people, 
when the principles of salvation are 
set before them by the authorized 
ministers of heaven. The heavenly 
truth commends itself to every per- 
son's judgment, and to their faith; 
and more especially to the senses of 
those who wish to be honest with 
themselves, with their God, and with 
their neighbor. Yet I must admit 
that all men are not operated upon 
alike ; the evidence of truth comes 
more forcibly to the understandings 
of some than others. This is owing 
to numerous influences. The Gospel 
may be preached to an individual, and 
the truth commend ^self to the con- 
science of that person, creating but a 
little faith in its truth, to which thera 
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may be an addition made. If persons 
can receive a little, it proves they may 
receive more. If they can receive 
the first and second principles with 
an upright feeling, they may receive 
still more, and the words of the Pro- 
phet be fulfilled. He, seeing and 
understanding the mind of man, and 
the operations of the diil'erent spirits 
that have gone abroad into the world, 
and knowing the ways of the Lord, 
and the vision of his mind being 
opened to those things we call myste- 
ries, said — "Whom shall he teach 
knowledge '? and whom shall he make 
to understand doctrine? them that 
are weaned from the milk, and drawn 
from the breasts. For precept must 
be upon precept, precept upon pre- 
cept : line upon line, line upon line, 
here a little, and there a little." That 
is, He gives a little to His humble 
followers to-day, and if theyimprove 
upon it, to-morrow He will give them 
a little more, and the next day a little 
more. He does not add to that which 
they do not improve upon, but they are 
required to continually improve upon 
the knowledge they already possess, 
and thus obtain a store of wisdom. 
It is plain, then, that we may receive 
the truth, and know, through every 
portion of the soul, that the Gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation, that 
it is the way to life eternal; still 
there may be added to this, more 
power, wisdom, knowledge, and un- 
derstanding. The Apostle does not 
say, grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of the truth, as Jesus did ; no, 
but it reads, " Grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Savi- 
our Jesus Christ," which implies a 
growing in strength, wisdom, and un- 
derstanding, as he did. 

It is the privilege of all Saints to 
grow and increase in understanding, 
and to spread abroad. If they receive 
a little, it is their, privilege to improve 
upon that little, and so receive more, 
until they become perfect in the Lord 


— knowing and understanding per- 
fectly His ways. Then the manifes- 
tations of His providence among the 
children of men cease to be a 
mystery to them. Kingdoms and 
thrones, princes and potentates, with 
all their earthly splendor, may be 
hurled to the dust, and revolution 
upon revolution may spread scenes of 
affliction and blood among the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, yet their eyes are 
open to see the handy work of the 
Lord in all this. They realize tliat 
He is capable of endowing His minis- 
ters and servants on the earth with the 
same power as He possesses in Him- 
self, that He scrutinizes every parti- 
cle of His work, and that not a hair 
of their heads can fall to the ground 
without His notice. 

I bear my testimony that the Gos- 
pel you have embraced is the way of 
life and salvation to every one that 
believes it, and then obeys it with an 
honest intent. The inquiry may arise 
in the minds of some, as to how far 
they shall obey it. Every son and 
daughter of God is expected to obey 
with a willing heart every word which 
the Lord has spoken, and which He 
will in the future speak to us. It is 
expected that we hearken to the reve- 
lations of His will, and adhere to 
them, cleave to them with all our 
might ; for this is salvation, and any 
thing short of this clips the salvation 
and the glory of the Saints. Conse- 
quently, we are here to-day, engaged 
in the "administration of the ordinance 
of the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 
per. How does it appear to you, and 
what are your sensations, when the 
servants of the Lord present to you 
the emblems of His body ? Do you 
believe you receive life ? Do you re- 
alize that you receive any benefit? 
Do you feel that you will receive fresh 
strength, or additional knowledge, 
through this holy ordinance ? Or, do 
you do it because others do it ? Do 
you partake of these tokens of the 


THE GOSPEL, ETC. 


3 


lave of the Redeemer because it is a 
mere custom ? Suftlee it to say, va- 
ried are the feelings among the human 
family upon this subject. 

If you ask a certain class of the 
priests of Christendom what they 
think of the bread and wine adminis- 
tered for the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, they will declare that the 
bread is the actual flesh, and the wine 
the real blood, of him who was slain 
for the sins of the world. 

If you ask another class of men 
what benefit they derive from parta- 
king of the Sacrament, from eating 
and drinking the emblems of the body 
and blood of Christ, they reply, 11 It 
is merely a token of our fellowship 
with each other." Is there any life, 
any power, any real and substantial 
benefit to be obtained by adhering to, 
mid obeying faithfully, this ordinance? 
What do the Latter-day Saints think 
about it? Do thev understand the 
true nature of this ordinance ? Per- 
haps they do, and again perhaps they 
do not.- '5 • ' --'i 

It is an easy matter for me to un- 
derstand the information the Lord has 
imparted to me, and then communi- 
cate the same to you, Will the bread 
administered in iliis ordinance add life 
to you? Will the wine add life to 
you ? Yes ; if you are hungry and 
faint, it will sustain the natural 
strength of the body. But suppose 
you have just eaten and drunk till you 
are full, so as not to require another 
particle of food to sustain the natural 
body ; you have eaten all your nature 
requires ; do you then receive any be- 
nefit from the bread and wine as mere 
articles of food ? As far as the em- 
blems are concerned, you receive 
strength naturally, when the body re- 
quires it, precisely as you would by 
rating bread, and drinking wine, at any 
other time, or on any other occasion. 

In what consists the benefit we de- 
rive from this ordinance ? It is in 
obeying the commands of the Lord. 


"When we obey the commandments of 
our heavenly l ather, if we have a cor- 
rect understanding of the ordinances of 
the bouse of God, we receive all the 
promises attached to the obedience ren- 
dered to His commandments. Jesus 
said — Verily, verily I say unto you, 
except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
God, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you. Again, " He that eateth 
me" " shall live by me." Again, 
" Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
my blood, hath eternal life." **For 
mv ilesh is meat indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed." 

Can you understand these sayings 
of the Saviour? These sayings are 
but isolated portions of the vast 
amount of instructions given by hira 
to his followers in bis day. Had a 
thousandth part of his teachings to 
them been handed down to us, and all 
his doings been faithfully recorded 
and transmitted to us, we should not 
have known what to do with such a 
vast amount of information. The 
Apostle says. " And there are also 
many other things which Jesus did, 
the which, if they should be written 
every one, I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the looks 
that should be written." 

Allow me to explain this text. The 
Apostle could not possibly mean what 
the language of the quotation implies 
— that the whole earth would have 
been covered with books to a certain 
depth ; no, but he meant, by that 
saying, there would have been moro 
written than the world of mankind 
would receive, or credit. The people 
then were as they are in this day — 
they are continually reaching after 
something that is not revealed, when 
there is more written already than 
they can comprehend. Instead of 
saying the world could not contain the 
books, we will say there would have 
been more written than the people 
would carry out in their lives. 

I will now tell vou what the Saviour 
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meant by those wonderful expressions j 
touching his body and blood. It is 
simply this — " If you do not keep 
the commandments of God, you will 
have no life of the Son of God in you." 
Jesus, as they were eating, took the 
bread, and blessed it, and broke it, 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, 
4 * Take, eat ; this is my body. And 
he took the cup and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, saying Drink ye all 
of it ; for this is my blood of the New 
Testament, which is shed for many ! 
for the remission of sins." What | 
were they requutiS to drink it for ? 
What are we partaking of these em- 
blems for ? In token of our fellow- 
ship with him, and in token that we 
desire to be one with each other, that 
we may all be one with the Father. 
His administering these symbols to 
his ancient disciples, and which he 
commanded should be done until he 
came, was for the express purpose that 
they should witness unto the Father 
that they did believe in him. But on 
the other hand, if they did not obey 
this commandment, they should not 
be blessed with his spirit. 

It is the same in this, as it is in 
the ordinance of baptism for the re- 
mission of sins. Has water, in itself, 
any virtue to wash away sin ? Cer- 
tainly not ; but the Lord says, "If the 
sinner will repent of his sins, and go 
down into the waters of baptism, and 
there be buried in the likeness of being 
put into the earth and buried, and 
again be delivered from the water, in 
the likeness of being born — if in the 
sincerity of his heart he will do this, 
his sins shall be washed away. Will 
the wat e r of itself w T ash the in away ? 
No ; but keeping the commandments 
of God will cleanse away the stain of sin. 
When we eat of this bread, and 
drink of this water, do we eat the 
literal flesh of the Son of God ? Were 
I a priest of the Roman Catholic 
church, and had been trained from my 
ytnth in that faith, I might believe 
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fully, with my whole heart, that my 
prayers would trausform the bread of 
the eucharist into the literal flesh, and 
the wine into the literal blood, of the 
Son of God. But notwithstanding 
my faith on that matter, the bread and 
wine would be just the same in their 
component parts, and would adminis- 
ter to the mortal systems of men, or 
of beasts, the same amount and kind 
of nutriment that the same quantity 
of unblessed bread and wine would, 
if bread and wine are blessed, dedica- 
ted, and sanctified, through the sin- 
cerity and faith of the people of God, 
then the Spirit of the Lord, through 
the promise, rests upon the individuals 
who thus keep His commandments, 
and are diligent in obeying the ordi- 
nances of the house of God ♦ So I un- 
derstand all the ordinances of the 
house of the Lord, You know we 
used to get down upon our knees and 
pray for the remission of sins ; and wa 
would pray until we got peace of mind* 
and then we thought our sins were 
forgiven. I have no fault to find with 
this, it is all right. Many in this way 
have been made to rejoice in the hope 
of eternal life, to rejoice in the gift of 
the Spirit of the Lord, and in the light 
of His countenance. Many received 
heavenly visions, revelations, the minis- 
tering of holy angels, and thu manifes- 
tations of the power of God, until they 
were satisfied ; and all this before the 
ordinances of the house of God wer 
preached to the people. They obtain- 
ed those blessings through their faith* 
and the sincerity of their hearts. It 
was this that called down heavenly 
blessings upon them. It was their 
i fervency of spirit, and not their obedi- 
ence to the celestial law, through 
which they received sncli blessings ; 
and it was all right. What is required 
of us when the law comes ? We must 
obey it, as old Paul did- He was a 
servant of God in all good conscience, 
when he took care of the clothes of 
those who stoned Stephen to death ; 
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uiit when the law cnnn?, sin revived in 
Mm, and be said, " I died/' That is, 
his former notions of serving God, his 
former incorrect traditions, all appear- 
ed to him in their true light, and that 
upon which he had trusted for salva- 
tion as baseless as a dream, when the 
law of the Lord came by Jesus Christ ; 
and in it he found thp Bfotnises and 
the gifts and the blessings of the holy 
Gospel, through obedience to the ordi- 
nances. That is the only legal way to 
obtain salvation, and an exaltation in 
tlie presence of God. { 

Iri this light do I view all the ordi- 
-nances of the house of God, I do not 
know of one commandment that may 
he preferred before another ; or of one 
ordinance of the house of God, from 
the beginning to the end of all the 
Lord has revealed to the children of 
men, that is not of eoual validity, 
power, and authority with the rest. 
So we partake of bread and wine, 
obeying the commandments of the 
Lord, and by so doing we receive the 
blessing. 

But how do the people feel ? Per- 

1 * 1 1 jp * 1 # j 1 * 
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question to myself. Were I to ans- 
wer it, I should say, they feel every 
way. Permit me to refer particularly 
to the brethren and Biateils who have 
lately come to this place — they have all 
the variety of feelings that is common 
to the human heart. They know how 
they feel; they are my witnesses. 
The most frivolous and trilling cir- 
cumstance that can transpire, will pro- 
duce in them the most keen and cut- 
ting trial. AVhat can we say about it ? 
For one I will say, let them come, 
the small trials and the large ones ; 
let them be many or few, it is the 
game ; let them come as the Lord 
pleases. Brother Heber C. Kimball 
was speaking this morning about this 
people being driven from pillar to 
post, and he told the cause of their 
many trials. I will ask a question 
concerning this matter. It you had 


not been driven from York State, and 
the persecution become so hot as t 
send you up to Kirtland, Ohio, would 
you have known as much as you now 
know? Persecution did not commence 
in Kirtland, nor in' Jackson Countv, 
but it commenced at the time Joseph 
the Prophet sought the plates in the 
hill Cumorah. It did not commence 
after I came into the Church, but I 
found it at work when I entered the 
Church. 

Suppose Joseph had not been obliged 
to flee from Pennsylvania back t 
York State, would he have known as 
much as he afterwards knew? Suppo 
he could have stayed in old Outari 
County in peace, without being perse- 
cuted, could he have learned :is much 
; is he did by being persecuted ? -He 
fled front there to Kirtland, accom- 
panied by many others, to save their 
lives. There are men now in this 
Church, whom I see before me, and in 
ffljl fellowship, who haunted my house 
tor days, weeks, and months to kill 
me, and I knew it all the time ; an 
Joseph had to flee to Missouri. 

Would he have known as much i 
this persecution had not come upon 

, him, as he afterwards did by its coming 
upon him?'When the people left Kirt- 
land they went to Jackson County^ 

, Missouri, and Joseph commenced to 
lay out a city to be called Zion ; and 
not now, but after a time, when the 
Lord has accomplished His prepara- 
tory work, it will be built, even tho 
New Jerusalem. The brethren wero 
persecuted also in Jackson County, 
and driven out ; they had trial upon 
trial, persecution on the right hand 
and on the left. Suppose, when they 
went to Jackson County, all the peo- 
ple of Missouri had hailed them as 
brethren, fellow citizens, and as neigh- 
bors, and had treated them according- 
ly, and they had been protected in 
their religious liberty, would the peo- 
ple that were driven from Jackson 
County have known as much as they 
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now know? Could they have gain- 
ed the knowledge and wisdom they 
have obtained by means of their per- 
secutions ? You can answer these 
questions to suit your own minds. 
When they bad .to flee from Ohio to 
Missouri, it certainly gave the people 
an experience they could not have ob- 
tained in any other way* When they 
were driven from Jackson Couuty, and 
went to Clay, liay, Caldwell, and 
Danes counties, persecution still 
followed then], and every man and 
woman who acknowledged Joseph 
Smith to be a Prophet/had tu leave 
the State forthwith. 

I feel inclined now to give some of 
you a gentle touch on the left side. 
Brethren, how glad I am to see you ; 
how pleased I am to see you ; where 
have you been these few years back ? 
Where have you been living ? Where 
did you go after you left Missouri? 
41 Why I stayed there, " I say, there 
was not a man who would say that 
Joseph Smith was a Prophet, could 
stay there; they had all to leave the 
Jit ate ; and you will now show your- 
selves at this late day, and try to have 
us believe you are first-rate Latter- 
day Saints. My thoughts are, 44 You 
Toon Devils ! " 

I hope I do not hurt any of your 
feelings. If you will do right from 
this time henceforth, and help with 
your mights to build up the Kingdom 
of God, I will hold you in fellowship 
after you have thus proved yourselves, 
Jiutyou may regard it as an establish- 
ed fact, that I have no fellowship for 
you yet ; and I have as much as the 
Lord has. Still, if I have anything to 
fear, it is that I fellowship people too 
much, when they are not worthy ; 
that is, I reflect — " Can I be more 
merciful than the Lord?" But I 
!have not got light enough nor wisdom 
enough to fellowship men who lived in 
peace with those who sought to kill us. 

Ask yourselves whether you think 
this people would have received as 



much as they have received, if the 
never had been persecuted. Could 
they have advanced in the school of 
intelligence as far without being perse- 
cuted, as they have by being persecu- 
ted? Look for instance at Adam. Lis- \ 
U'ii, ye Latter da if St* hit* ! Supposh ^ 
that Adam was formed actually out ' : 
clay, out of the same kind of mateii 1 
from which bricks are formed ; thnil 
with this matter God made the patt< urn 
of a man, and breathed into it [\\<M 
breath of life, and left it there, in 
that state of supposed perfection, he 
would have been an adobie to this 
day. He would not have known any- 
thing. 

Some of you may doubt the truth 
of what I now say, and argue that th© 
Lord could teach him. This if 
mistake. The Lord could not luwe 
taught him in any other way than in 
the way in which He did teach him, 
Tou believe Adam was made of the 
dust of this earth.* This I do not be- 
lieve, though it is supposed that it is 
so written in the Bible ; but it is not, 
to my understanding. Von can write 
that information to the States, if you 
please— that I have publicly decbired 
that I do not believe that portion cf 
the Bible as the Christian world do. 
I never did, and I never want to. 
What is the reason I do not? Be- 
cause I have come to Understanding, 
and banished from my mind all the 
baby 

when I was a 

But suppose Adam was made ar I 
fashioned the same as we make ado- 
bies ; if he had never drunk of the 
bitter cup, the Lord might have talk- 
ed to him to tliis day, and he would 
have continued as he was to all eter- 
nity, never advancing one particle in 
the school of intelligence. This idea 
opens up a field of light to the intelli- 
gent mind. How can you know truth 
but by its opposite, or light but by its 
opposite ? The absence of light is 
darkness. How can sweetness he 


stories my niothej: taught me 
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known but by its opposite, bitter? It 
is by this means that we obtain all 
intelligence. This is i& Mormonism/' 
and it is founded upon all truth, 
upon every principle of true philoso- 
phy ; in fact the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the only true philosophy in 
existence. There is not one particle 
of it that is not strictly philosophical, 
though you and I may not understand 
all the fulness of it, but we will if wo 
continue faithful. 

Let the brethren who have been 
persecuted and driven from city to 
city, inquire of themselves if they like 
it Some of you may give a negative 
to this inquiry. You recollect bro- 
ther Taylor telling about a woman in 
Far West who had her house burnt 
down some four or five times; she 
finally said, ** she would be damned if 
she would stand it any longer." If 
her eyes bad been opened to see, she 
would have thanked the Lord fur that, 
more than for anything else; that per- 
secution was mpre precious to her 
than riches, because it was designed 
to teach her to understand the know- 
ledge of God. Do I acknowledge the 
hand of the Lord in persecution ? 
Yes, I do. It is one of the greatest 
blessings that could be conferred upon 
the people of God- I acknowledge 
the hand of the Lord in levelling His 
people to the dust of the earth, and re- 
ducing them to a state of abject poverty- 

Time and time again have I left 
handsome property to be inherited by 
our enemies. 

Suppose we were called to leave 
what we have now, should we call it a 
sacrifice? Shame on the man who 
would so call it ; for it is the very 
means of adding to him knowledge, 
understanding, power, and glory, and 
prepares him to receive crowns, king- 
doms, thrones, and principalities, and 
to be crowned in glory with the Gods 
of eternity. Short of this, we can 
never receive that which we are look- 
ing for. 


I For example, I will refer to your 
crossing the plains. How could you 
in any other way have known the hard- 
ships incident to such a journey ? And 
do you not feel shamed for getting 
angry at your cattle, or for letting 
passion arise in your bosoms ? Sup- 
pose you were rolling in wealth, and 
perfectly at your ease, with an abun- 
dance around you; you might have 
remained in that condition until 
Doomsday, and never could have ad- 
vanced in the school of intelligence, 
any more than Adam could have 
known about the works of God, in the 
great design of the creation, without 
lirst being made acquainted with the 
opposite;* lk ls there evil in the city 
and 1 have not done it, saith the Lord." 
There is no evil that is not known to 
the Lord, lie has been perfectly ac- 
quainted with all the persecutions the 
Saints have passed through. His hand 
was there, as much so as it is in build- 
ing up and tearing down kingdoms 
and thrones on earth ; and even the 
moth we trample upon is not overlook- 
ed by Him, Everything is under His 
watchful eye ; he understands all the 
works of His hands, and knows how to 
use them to His own glory. He has 
given the children of men the privi- 
lege of becoming equal with His Son 
Jesus Christ, and has placed all things 
that pertain to this world in their 
hands, to see what use they will make 
of them. 

Joseph could not have been perfect- 
ed, though he Lad lived a thousand 
years, if he had received no persecu- 
tion. If he had lived a thousand 
years, and led this people, and preach- 
ed the Gospel without persecution, he 
would not have been perfected as welL 
as he was at the age of thirty-niue 
years. You may calculate when this 
people are called to go through 
scenes of affliction and suffering, 
are driven from their homes, and 
cast down, and scattered, and smitten, 
and peeled, the Almighty is rolling on 
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His work with greater rapidity. But 
let you and me live and die in peace, 
and in our lives we send the Gospel to 
the nations, from kingdom to kingdom, 
and from people to people, will it ad- 
vance with the same speed if it receive 
no persecution? If we had received no 
persecution in Nauvoo, would the Gos- 
pel have spread as it now has? 
Would the Elders have been scattered 
so widely as they now are, preaching 
the, Gospel? No, they would have 
been wedded to their farms, and the 
precious seed of the word would have 
been choked. " Brother Joseph, or 
brother Brigham, do not call upon me 
to go on a mission, ibr I have so much 
to do I cannot go," would have been 
the general cry, " I want to build a 
row of stores across this or that block, 
and place myself in a situation to make 
$100,000 a year, and then I can de- 
vote so much for the building up of the 
kingdom of God/ 1 The Elders would 
have been so devoted to riches, they 
would not have gone to preach when 
the Lord wanted them. But when 
they have not a frock to put upon 
the backs of their children, or a shoe 
for their feet, then they can go 
out and preach tho Gospel to the 
world. 

Well, do you think that persecution 
lias done us good? .Yes, I sit and 
laugh, and rqjoice exceedingly when I 
see persecution. I care no more 
about it than I do about the whistling 
of the north wind, the croaking of the 
crane that Hies over my head, or the 
crackling of the thorns under the pot. 
The Lord has all things in His hand ; 
therefore let it come, for it will give 
me experience. Do you suppose I 
should have known what I now know, 
had I not been persecuted ? ■ I can 
now see the hearts of the children of 
men with the same clearness as I can 
your persons in the light of day. I 
know we have been sunk in the depths 
of poverty and wretchedness, by the 
hands of our enemies, but in this we 


have seen the works of the Lord, and 
the works of darkness intermingled; 
this has taught us to discriminate be- 
tween the two, that we may learn to 
choose tho good, and refuse the evil ; 
or in other words, to separate the chaff 
from the wheat. 

I am a witness that " Mormonism" 
is true upon philosophical principles. 
Every particle of sense I have, proves 
it to bo sound, natural reason. The 
Gospel is true, there is a God, there 
are angels, there are a heaven and a 
hell, and we are all in eternity, and 
out of it we can never get, it is bound- 
less, wi th out beginning or end, and we 
have never been out of it. Time is a 
certain portion of eternity allotted to 
the existence of these mortal bodies, 
which are to be dissolved, to be de- 
composed, or disorganized, preparatory 
to entering into a more exalted state 
of being. It is a portion of eternity 
allotted to this world, and can only bo 
known by the changes we see in the 
composition and decomposition of tho 
elements of which it is composed. Tho 
Lord has put His children here, and 
given them bodies that are also subject 
to decay, to see if they will prove 
themselves worthy of the particles of 
which their tabernacles are composed, 
and of a glorious resurrection when 
their mortal bodies will become im- 
mortalized. Now if yon possess the 
light of the Holy Spirit, you can see 
clearly that trials in the flesh are 
:i< tually necessary. 

1 I will refer again to the brethren 
and sisters who have lately come over 
the plains. My counsel to them to- 
day is, as it h;ts been on former occ.v 
sions to all who have come into these 
valleys, Go and be baptized for the 
remission of sins, repenting of all your 
wanderings from the path of righte- 
ousness, believing firmly, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, that all your sins will 
he washed away. If any of you in- 
quire what is the necessity of your 
being baptized, as you have" not com- 
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imtted any sins, I answer, it is ne- 
cessary to fulfil all righteousness, 

I have heard of some of you cur- 
sing and swearing, even some of the 
Elders of Israel. I would ho baptized 
seven times, were I in your place-; I 
would not stop teazing some good 
Elder to baptize me again and again, 
until I could think my sins forgiven. 
I would not lire over another night 
until i was baptized enough to satisfy 
me that my sins were forgiven. Then 
go and be confirmed, as you were 
when you first embraced the religion 
of Jesus. That is mv counsel. 

Furthermore I counsel you to stop 
and think what you are doing, before 
you commit any more, sins, before 
you give way to your temper. The 
temper, or the evil propensities of men, 
when given way to, are the cause 
of their sinning so much. The Lord 
is suffering iho devil to work upon 
and try His people. The selfish will, 
operated upon by the power of Satan, 
is tho strongest cord that vibrates 
through the human system. This has 
been verified a thousand times. Men 
have sacrificed their money, their 
health, their good names, their friends, 
and have broken through every tender 
tie to gratify their wills. Curb that, 
bridle the tongue, and then hold the 
mastery over your feelings, that they 
submit not to the will of the flesh, 
but to the will of the Holy Ghost ; 
and decide in your own minds that 
your will and judgment shall be none 
other than the will and judgment of 
the Spirit of God, and you will then 
go and sin no more. 

Many of the brethren who have led 
companies through this season are 
scattered through the congregation. 
I will tell a story you will scarcely 
believe. In the first place, I will re- 
mark, it has been very common for 
the companies crossing the plains to 
send into the city for provisions to be 
sent out to them. Again, many of 
jou new comers have suffered for 


want of food on the plains. Would 
you have suffered as you did if you 
had been in possession of the experi- 
ence you now have ? u No," you re- 
ply, u No,' 1 says this father, and that 
mother, and this man that brought 
through a company, *' had we the ex- 
perience we now have, when we left 
i\\e Missouri river, wo could have 
come through, and none have suffered 
for food, and less of our stock would 
have been destroyed." This experi- 
ence is good for you. It helps you 
to learn the lessons of human life, for 
the Lord designs His people to un- 
derstand the whole of it — to under- 
stand the light and the darkness, tha 
height and the depth, the length and 
tho breadth of every principle that is 
within the compass of the human mind. 

Now for the hard saying. Brother 
David Wilkin's company, Joseph 
Young s company, John Brown s com- 
; u:\\ ;:nd other companies, had mora 
provisions for their journey, when they 
left Missouri river, by a great amount, 
than the first emigrants had who start- 
ed to come to this valley, not knowing 
whither they went, carrying with them 
their farming implements into a coun- 
try where they could obtain nothing 
to sustain themselves in life until they 
raised it from the ground. When 
you started for this place, you had 
more provisions, according to your 
numbers, than the first Pioneer com- 
panies had who came here six years 
ago. Can you believe this statement? 
I can prove it to you. Ho re are hun- 
dreds who can testifv to the truth of 
this statement. And you complain 
of suffering ! If you suffer, it is for 
want of experience. This is positive 
proof to you, that were it not that tho 
Lord turns us into these difficulties, 
and leads us into tlie?c trials, we could 
not know how to be glorified and 
crowned in His presence. If thesa 
companies were again to cross the 
plains, they would have plenty, and 
some to spare to feed the poor, and 


take up the lame, and the halt, and 
the blind » by the way, and bring them 
to Zion, and then have a surplus. 
Are you to blame ? No. If you are 
to blame for anything, it is for com- 
plaining against the providence of 
God, instead of feeling thankful for 
the knowledge and intelligence the 
Lord has given you in this experi- 
ence. When you are in the like situa- 
tion again, you can save yourselves, 
and those associated with you. Your 
experience is worth more to you than 
gold. 

Brother Kimball referred to Zion's 
camp going to Missouri. When I 
returned from that mission to Kirt- 
land, a brother said to me, *' Brother 
Brigham, what have you gained by 
this journey ?" I replied, " Just what 
we went for; but I would not ex- 
change the knowledge I have received 
this season for the whole of Geauga 
County : for property and mines of 
wealth are not to be compared to the 
worth of knowledge-" Ask those breth 
ren and sisters who have passed 
through scenes of affliction and suf- 
fering for years in this Church, what 


they would take in exchange for their 
experience, and be placed back where 
they were, were it possible. I pre- 
sume they w 'ould tell you, that all the 
wealth, honors, and riches of the world 
could not buy the knowledge they had 
obtained, could they barter it away. 

Let the brethren be contented, and 
if you have trials, and must see hard 
times, learn to acknowledge the hand 
of the Lord in it all. He directs tho 
affairs of this world, and will until Ho 
reigns King of Saints. The vail which 
is over this people is becoming thin- 
ner ; let them be faithful until they 
can rend it asunder, and see the hand 
of the Lord, and His goings forth 
among the people, with a vision un- 
obstructed by the vail of ignorance, 
and bless the name of the Lord. 

Brethren and sisters, inasmuch as 
I have the right and privilege, through 
the Priesthood, I bless you in tho 
name of the Lord, and say, lie you 
blessed. These are my feelings to 
the Latter-day Saints, and would bo 
to all the human family, if they would 
receive my blessings, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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I have heen pleased with the re- 
marks of Elder Hyde this afternoon. 
I am myself more or less familiar with 
the doings of the Spirit Rappers, 
having had an opportunity of becom- 
ing acquainted with them when I was 
last in New York and Philadelphia ; 


and I am satisfied now, and was then, 
that they are manifestations of spirits ; 
and startling are the sentiments, de- 
velopments, and doctrines they have 
made known, It has been treated as 
a bubble upon the wave that soon 
would burst asunder ; hut 1 am satis- 
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lied the result of the manifestations 
of the spirits (wicked spirits) will be 
to combine their forces in as systema- 
tic an order as they are capable of, to 
successfully resist the Priesthood upon 
the earth. V - L \ 

I am aware fbftt even some of the 
Latter-day Saints are slow to believe 
in relation to the power of Lucifer, 
the son of the morning, who was 
thrust from the heavens to the earth ; 
and they have been slow to helieve in 
relation to the spirits that are asso- 
ciated with him ; but from the first 
revelations of the Almighty to brother 
Joseph Smith, not only revelations in 
relation to the deep things of the 
kingdom of God, and the high things 
of heaven, and the depths of hell, but 
revelations showing him the power of 
Lucifer, the opposite to good, that he 
might be aware of the strength of his 
opponent, and the opponent of the 
Almighty — I say, from perusing these 
revelations, I have always been spe- 
cially impressed with the doctrine re- 
lating to the power of Satan, as well 
as with the doctrines relating to the 
power of Goi K & a r 

I have always felt that no 
fully comprehends the power 
m well as God's Prop 
have thought that no 
understand the powe 
he learn the opposite 
self acquainted with 
that I have not 
of. You may per 
deal, the op[ 
nothing of, you m 
differ* 


int 

Lan 



t ; and again 1 
lint could full 7 
of God unless 
I am not my- 
any happiness 
ned the opposite 
s enjoy a great 
te of which you know 
he constituted 
t to me, your feelings may be 
ii liferent, you may have learned to en- 
j >y without first experiencing the op- 
I osite ; but I may say with safety, 
nearly all the blessings I enjoy and 
highly prize are most appreciated after 
1 have learned their opposite ; and 1 
am of opinion that all Saints sooner 
or later will have to learn the opposite 
to good, they will have to partake of 
t he bitter in order to properly appre- 


ciate the sweet, they will have to be 
impressed with pain that they may 
appreciate pleasure. 

In relation to spirits, for it seems 
to be the subject introduced to-day, I 
have this idea, that the Lord our God 
absolutely gave Lucifer a mission t*> 
this earth ; I will call it a mission. 
You may think it strange that I be- 


so 


dab 


as our Father in 


heaven would actually send such an 


odd missionary as Lu 


A ■ 


You may 


call him a missionary, or any thing 


else you pi 


lean i lie was 


thrust out of heaven, the place whero 


the Lord d 


i 1 


to this earth ; and 


his mission, and the mission of his as- 
sociates who were thrust down with 
him, and of those whom he is success- 
ful in turning away from God s child- 
ren who have tabernacles, is to con- 
tinue to oppose the Almighty, scatter 
His Church, wage war against His 
kingdom, and change as far as pos 
ble His government on the earth. H< 
could take the Saviour upon the pin 


nacle of the 


n 


d show bin 


the kingdoms of this world, and coul i 
perform many wonderful works in tho 
days of Jesus , When the Priesthood 
of God is upon the earth, then tha 
priesthood of the devil may be seen 
operating, for he has got one. When 
the kingdom of God is on the earth, 
you may expect to see a special display 
or manifestation of the opposite to tho 
Gospel of the kingdom, or of tho 
Priesthood of God. > y'- •« 

If you read the Book of Mormon, 
the Bible, and the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants, you read about the 
power of Satan upon the earth — the 
manifestation of wicked spirits. When 
was this special power of Satan mom 
particularly made manifest? It has 
always been when the power of tho 
holy Priesthood and the kingdom of 
God were upon the earth. In the days 
of Moses, in the days of the Patri- 
archs, in the days of the Prophets, 
and in the days of Jesus and his 
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Apostles, and while his Church re- 
mained upon the earth, the opposite 
of the principles of heaven were spe- 
cially made manifest, causing a lull 

i _ 1 i * 


in the public mind. The world is 
more or less controlled all the time 
by influences that Lucifer evidently is 
not opposed to ; he has little objection 
to the present organization of human i 
society, from the fact that everything 
passes along in the wake that agrees 
with his religion, and rather tends to 
forward his purposes. 

Now some suppose if they can Bee 
a miracle, as they call it, that is, 
something beyond that which is ©rdi- 1 
wary with man* t|tey are bouvl to be- 
lieve ; but I am of opinion that Luei- 1 
fer and his associates can sho-v as j 
many miracles as the people desire to i 
see j they can show as many as were j 
exhibited in Egypt in the days of 
king Pharaoh. I believe Lucifer has 
just as much power to make lice now 
as ever he had, he has just as much 
ability to display his power in making 
a serpent to oppose a Moses as ever. 
Has he lost his power during the last 
two, three, or four thousand years? 
'"We do not believe he has. If, then, 
he possesses the same power as he 
once did, why is he not able in this 
dispensation * to make manifestations 
corresponding to those in previous 
ones? ! 

I wish to come down to our own 
day, for you know I am fond of root- 
lag, grubbing, building, fencing, and 
4oing the things needed right here at 
home. Let us then confine our re- 
marks to this dispensation, when the 
Prophet Joseph Smith was visited by 
an holy angel, clad in roles of light, 
who authorized him to sound the 
tramp of the Gospel of peace, and re* 
ceive 1 the sacred records from the 
earth, and the Urim and Thummim, 
and who laid hands upon him and 
gave him the Holy Ghost, and author- 
ized him to baptize for the remission 
of sins, and organize the kingdom of I 


God on the earth. What do we see 
at this time ? We see the manifesta- 
tions of the power of Satan immedi- 
ately after the revelations of the angel 
to Joseph. For instance, there were 
spirit mediums in Kirtlatid, when tha 
Church was first organized there by 
brother Parley P. Pratt and others; 
but when Joseph went with the Priest- 
hood, the devil had to leave, for he 
had learned the power of Lucifer; 
and Joseph organized the Church, es- 
tablished the Priesthood, and set 

every thing right. 

I might go on with a long routine 
of manifestations of the power of God, 
and of the power of the devil ; but 
you who have come from the old 
country, and some of the first Elders 
that went over there — Presidents 
Young, Kimball, Hyde, and others, 
recollect manifestations of the spirits 
of the devil in that land. They at- 
tacked those brethren by hundreds 
and by thousands, and the sph" 


ally visible.'; If you could 

call up brother Willard Snow, and 
converse with him, I have no doubt 
that he would tell you he was attacked 
by them, and they overcame liis 
body. 

1 am not surprised to see these 
manifestations increased upon the 
earth ; but where is the anchor to the 
faith of the Saints? Where isthe 
surety of the Saints against these 
manifestations? Inasmuch as the 
world would not listen to the Prophet 
Joseph, and receive the word of God 
through him, I look for the Lord to 
fulfil His word, and send them strong 
delusion, inasmuch as they believe 
not the truth, and will permit them 
now to believe a lie, that all who have 
pleasure in unrighteousness may be 
damned. I anticipate seeing strong 
delusion among the wicked in the day 
in which we live, but where is the 
anchor for the faith of the Saints ? I 
will tell you where mine is. 

When Joseph Smith was alive, his 
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declaration to me was as the voice of 
Almighty God. Why ? Because he 
had the Priesthood of God on the 
earth ; the Priesthood that is with* 
out father, without mother, without 
beginning of days or end of years, 
which is God's authority, the eternal 
power and right of the government of 
God upon the earth, I was subject 
to that government in the days of Jo- 
seph. M en used to talk on this wise 
— ** But would you believe in the Pro* 
phet if lie should demand all your 
property ?" Lucifer would suggest 
this idea to them. " No," says an- 
other, 44 1 would not." " Suppose he 
should come to you, and tell you, you 
must sell your ferm in the east, and go 
to Kirtland, and consecrate your pro- 
perty to the Lord, would you do it t* 
** No," answers Lis neighbor. M the 
Lord has no use for my property, I 
would not do it." 44 Well," says one, 
41 do you think Joseph is right to dic- 
tate in temporal matters ?" 11 No." 
There were quite a majority, I believe, 
in the days of Joseph, who believed 
he had no right to dictate in temporal 
matters, in farms, houses, merchan- 
dize, gold, silver, Ac. ; and they were 
tried on various points. 

When the family organization was 
revealed from heaven — the patriarchal 
order of God, and Joseph began, on 
the right and on the left, to add to his 
family, what a quaking thero was in 
Israel. Says one brother to another, 
44 Joseph says all covenants are done 
away, and none are binding but the 
new covenants ; now suppose Joseph 
should come and say he wanted your 
wife, what would you say to that ?" 
44 1 would tell him to go to hell. 11 
This was the spirit of many in the 
early days of this Church. 

If you maintain the feet that the 
! I Priesthood of God is upon the earth, 
nnd Gods representatives are upon 
the earth, the mouth -piece of Jehovah, 
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the head of the kingdom of God upon 
earth, and the will of God is done 


upon earth as it is in heaven, it fol- 
lows that the government of God irf 
upon the earth. I allude to tho 
Church which it dictates, and then to 
the whole earth which it will dictate. 
Satan may succeed for a season to c ur- 
tail the extent of this government, 
and the free working of its machinery, 
but if the Lord Almighty has organ- 
ized a government upon the earth, and. 
has committed the keys and Priest- 
hood of it to His Prophet, that Pro- 
phet holds jurisdiction over the earth, 
the same as Adam did in the begin- 
ning. And righteous men in every 
dispensation since the creation, if they 
had any keys, had the keys of the king- 
dom of God; and they extended ovtc 
this wide world wherever God had a 
people and a government ; and just as 
far as the Priesthood exercised its 
authority, just so far the rule of the 
Almighty reached. 

If Joseph had a right to dictate 
me in relation to salvation, in relation 
to a hereafter, he had a right to dic- 
tate me in relation to all my earthly 
affairs, in relation to the treasures 
of the earth, ami in relation to the 
earth itself. He had a right to dic- 
tate in relation to the cities of tho 
earth, to the natives of the earth, ai^cl 
in relation to everything on land and 
on sea. That is what he had a right 
to do, if he had any right at all. If ha 
did not have that right, he did not 
have the Priest hoed of God, he did 
not have the endless Priesthood that; 
emanates from an eternal being. A 
Priesthood that is clipped, and lacks 
length, is not the Priesthood of God ; 
if it lacks depth, it is not the Priest- 
hood of God ; for the Priesthood in 
ancient times extended over the wide 
world, and coped with the universe * 
and had a right to govern and control 
the inhabitants thereof, to remdato 
theni, give them laws, and cxecuto 
those laws. That power looked like 
the Priesthood of God. This same 
Priesthood has been given to Joseph 


JOURNAL OF 


DISCOURSES, 


Smith, and has been handed down to 
his successors. 

I do not care how many devils rap, 
it is no trouble to me. I say, rap 
away, and give as many revelations as 
you please, whether you are good 
spirits or bad ones, it does not trou- 
ble my cranium. Hap away, for I 
trust in the anchor of my soul that is 
sure and steadfast, in the Priesthood 
of God upon the earth* 

What would a man of God say, who 
felt aright, when Joseph asked him 
for his money? He would say, " Yes, 
and I wish I had more to help to 
build up the kingdom of God/ 5 Or 
if he came and said, " I want your 
wife ?" "O yes," he would say, " here 
she is, there are plenty inore. ,% 

There is another main thread con- 
nected with this, that I have not 
brought out. You- know in fishing 
With the hook and line, if you draw 
out suddenly on the line when you 
have got a large trout, you may break 
your line ; you must therefore angle a 
little, and manage your prize carefully. 
I would ask you if Jehovah has not in all 
ages tried His people by the power of 
Lucifer and his associates ; and on the 
other hand, lias He not tried them and 
proved them by His Prophets? Did 
the Lord actually want Abraham to kill 
Isaac ? Did the Prophet Joseph want 
every man's wife he asked for ? He 
did not, but in that thing was the 
grand thread of the Priesthood de- 
veloped. The grand object in view 
was to try the people of God, to see 
what w r as in them. If such a man of 
God should come to me and say, " 1 
want your gold and silver, or your 
wives," I should say, " Here they are, 
I wish I had more to give you, take 
all I have got," A man who has got 
the Spirit of God, and the light of 
eternity in him, has no trouble about 
such matters. 

I am talking now of the present 
day. There was a time when we 
could be tried pretty severely upon 


these points, but I now could pick you 
out hundreds of men that cannot be 
tried in this way, but they will hand over 
every thing they possess. They un- 
derstand the nature of such doctrines, 
and the object of such requirements. 
They know it is to prove the people, 
both men and women, and to develop 
what they will do. How can the 

it 

Priesthood judge the people, if it dees 
not prove them. 

If ever you are brought into the 
presence of God, and exalted to a 
seat in His celestial kingdom, it will 
be by virtue of the Holy Priesthood, 
therefore you have got to be pivved, 
not only by being tempted by the 
devil, but the Priesthood will try* 
you— it will try you to the core, If 
one thing won't try you, something 
else will be adopted, until you are liko 
the passive clay in the hands of the 
Potter. If the Lord our God does 
not see fit to let the devil loose upon 
you, and mob you, He will employ 
some other means to try you as in it 
crucible, to prove you as gold is tried 
seven times in the furnace. 

The world philosophize about iho 
" Mormons," about their leaders, and 
the life they are living. There are 
a thousand conjectures among them 
in relation to the " Mormons/' The 
grand secret is told in a few words ; 
the fact' is, the Almighty God has 
spoken from the heavens, sent heaven- 
ly messengers, and organized His 
Church, restored the Holy Priesthood F 
established His government on the 
earth, and exerted his power to extend 
it, and send forth His word. And 
that Priesthood understands the prin- 
ciples and motives by which men are 
actuated, and it understands the work- 
ings of the devil on the earth; that 
Priesthood knows how to govern, when 
to strike, and when not to strike. 

Some things in this Church start 
up at times, that you would think the 
whole Church would be rent asunder, 
like the clans of Scotland, Clanism, 
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and " Mormonism " are like that 
putting his fingers across] ; " Mor- 
rQonisrn " is one, it is governed by one 
: iead, one President, and that head 
presenting God on earth. If Joseph 
Smith held the keys of the kingdom of 
rod on earth, of the Apostleship, 
does not his successor possess the 
same ? Does he not have a right to 
give laws, to instruct, to control and 
rule the people of God ? 

I might still go on, and explain to 
your understandings exactly what I 
mean by rule. If this Priesthood is 
upon the earth, and you are controlled 
thereby, and listen to its counsels, 
you will be united as one people. I 
know the time was that many of this 
people believed that if a man was 
adopted here and there, one man w ould 
hold this way, and another that ; but 
the fact is, in the kingdom and Church 
of the Lord they are all in one pile. 
I do not care how many of you have 
been adopted here or there ; that is 
the doctrine to me. 

Let the devils rap, then, and let 
them talk, and mutter, and have their 
mediums ; what do I care, so long as 
the Priesthood is upon the earth, and 
the Apostleship is upon the earth, and 
the government of God, and the light 
and influence of the Holy Ghost, are 
upon the earth ? Can they shake the 
Saints ? No, But let a man lose 
the Spirit of God, and depart from 
this Church, and from the men that 
hold the Priesthood of God on the 
earth, and I have no doubt that Lu- 
cifer will reveal a great many truths 
to him, and teach and advocate prin- 
ciples and sentiments that will agree 
with doctrines of this Church. And 
they will even imitate Joseph Smith's 
hand writing, and the hand writing of 
brother Hyrum, of Bishop Partridge, 
and of Bishop Whitney, and others ; 
and they will give you flaming revela- 
tions, and the light they emit will 
blaze like a comet. 

Now Lucifer has philosophy enough 


and religion enough to suffer his 
agents to run along with the truth 
hand in hand, and make himself ap- 
pear like an angel of light, and teach 
hundiN !- of true principles, if he can 
only thereby get you to swallow one 
item of false doctrine. But the grand 
story is, the devil may rage as long 
as he pleases, and use all the cunning 
and craft that he may, yet he never 
can overreach those who hold the keys 
of the Priesthood, nor succeed in de- 
ceiving them. This Joseph taught 
the people, but they were slow to be- 
lieve. But now the energies of the 
people move as one man ; and if they 
want to build a Temple, they can 
build it, and whatever they want to 
accomplish they can do. 

The Priesthood is a power we should 
respect, reverence, and obey, ho mat- 
ter in whose hands it is. Let Lucifer 
mix in truths with error, and work great 
signs and wonders to deceive the very 
elect, but it is not possible. Why ? 
Because they have leazned the Priest- 
hood, and they possess the power 
thereof that cannot be shaken. Let 
the Bappers go ahead, then, for it is 
not possible for them to deceive tha 
elect of God; and let the witch of 
Eudor, and all other witches and wiz- 
ards, with the prince and power of tha 
air at their head, do their best, if we 
keep the commandments of God wa 
shall continually soar far above their 
power and influence. 

I want to have nothing to do with 
Satan, I desire not to shake hands 
with him, nor to do anything that will 
bring me in contact with him, for he 
is powerful, and if he once gets you 
in his grasp and shakes you, you will 
think you are less than a grasshopper. 
Let us rally round the standard of 
God, and when we are in the circle of 
truth, then let the devil and the ene- 
mies of the Church of God fire their 
loudest guns, and wage their war, and 
marshal their strength, yet, armed 
with the armor of righteousness, 
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clothed with the Priesthood and gene- 
ralship of the Almighty, we shall suc- 
cessfully resist, and triumphantly con- 
quer Satan and all his allied forces of 
the earth and hell. They will then 
lind out whether Joseph had a right 
to rule this earth by the power of the^ 
Priesthood. They will then find out 
that Lhe u Mormons,** notwithstanding 
their curious bumps, for they have got 
>'ome curious bumps, are authorized 
to preach the Gospel of God, gather 
Israel, build up Zion, bind Lucifer 
with a chain, and establish the reign 
vf peace on earth. 


My prayer is that the Saint? may 
understand that they are safe as 
long as they listen to the Priest- 
hood authorized of heaven, are united 
in one, and not divided into clans, 
but become one groat clan, under one 
head. Then let all the danism of the 
world rally against us, and we are as 
linn as the rock of ages, that supports 
the throne of Jehovah, 

May God bless you with the truth 
as it is in Himself, and save you in 
His kingdom, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen, 


WORD OF WISDOM ESPECIALLY SUITED TO INFANTS 
AND YOUTH— PRIVATIONS IN MISSOURI — NECESSITY OP 
INTEGRITY, AND STRIFE FOR EXCELLENCE— RESP0N 
SIRILITY OF PARENTS. . 


AN ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT BE! GUAM YuUNG, TO THE CHILDREN WHO FORMED 
THE PROCESSION AT THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE PIO- 
NEERS INTO GREAT SALT LAKE VALLEY, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, 
< IRE AT SALT LAKE CITY, JULY 24, 1854, 


My remarks on this occasion will 
he disconnected, in order to answer 
nij feelings, and to satisfy the con- 
gregation. 

Here is a spectacle that is indeed 
admirable, and a scene that has called 
forth many reflections in my mind, 
and, no doubt, in the minds of the 
spectators. 

First of all, allow me to remark, 
that before it was concluded to cele- 
brate this day, the Seventh Anniver- 
sary of the entrance of the Pioneers 
into these valleys which we now oc- 
cupy, I had determined to treat some 


of my family and friends to a dinner, 
and had made preparations according- 
ly. This has occupied a portion of 
my time and attention, but before all 
my preparatory labor was performed, 
1 was urged to attend on this interest- 
ing occasion. This has thrown my 
previous plans, touching this day, 
somewhat into confusion, si ill I am 
filled with joy in beholding this heart- 
cheering scene. According to the 
Programme it seems I am to be es- 
corted by the procession back to my 
dwelling. I however ask it as a favor 
of the officers of the day to excuse me, 
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and relieve me from being present, 
or from taking any further part in 
this day's proceedings, after the dis- 
missal of this congregation, that I 
may repair immediately to my house, 
for, if I have to wait for the company 
to escort me, it will make it late be- 
fore I can be present to wait upon my 
friends. 

Before I proceed further, I wish to 
make another request, iu behalf of the 
children, who are not capable of judg- 
ing for themselves — -they would tra- 
verse these streets until they fainted. 
I wish the Bishops and Marshals of 
the day to consider this, and my ad- 
vice is to dismiss them soon ; and 
while they are parading the streets, be 
sure to have plenty of water handy 
ibr them to drink. If these requests 
can be granted, I shall feel thankful, 
and I presume you will have no ob- 
jections to granting them. 

On such occasions as this, our Ta- 
bernacle does not afford room for 
seating the people, I wish the Bishops 
to hearken to a request I will make 
of them — Enable brother Ilvde to 
prosecute the labors placed upon him 
to build a Bowery, on the north of this 
Tabernacle, that will convene about 
twelve thousand people ; and let it be 
done before another Celebration conies 
off", or even before another Conference. 
I am disposed to take a vote upon this 
matter. If the brethren and sisters, 
old and young, will put forth their ex- 
ertions and means to assist in accom- 
plishing this work, let them signify it 
Ly rising their right hands. [All 
hands were up,] I shall with plea- 
sure Tender all the assistance pos- 
sible, i 

Were there time, I would like to 
make a great many remarks pertain- 
ing to parents and children, but my 
time will be too limited. 

A portion of the youth of our com- 
munity is before me, and could I give 
these young persons a word of counsel, 
it would meet my wishes, and gratify 

Ho. »♦] 


my desires to do them good. I will 
venture to give them a few items per- 
taining to life, health, vigor, and sal- 
vation ; and I hope tbey will not for- 
get what I am about to say to them* 

I will begin by asking the older 
portion of the assembly, if you do not 
recollect that when you were two, 
three, or four years of age, many of 
your mothers, as soon as you were 
able to drink out of a glass, and they 
happened to have a little wine, would 
compel you to partake of it, contrary 
to your feeble remonstrances? Do 
you not recollect when your mother 
made a little sling to revive her when 
she was fatigued with labor or exer- 
tion of any kind, saying to you, ** Drink, . 
my child?" Kow, I wish to say to 
you girls, never be guilty of such prac- 
tices when you become mothers. Never, 
when you sit down at the table to drink 
strong tea, perhaps as a stimulant 
when you are fatigued, give it to your 
child, I see this practice almost daily, 
or occasionally, at least, in this as well 
as other communities. Keep the tea, 
the coffee, and the spirits from the 
mouths of your children. 

I could say many things that would 
be of great worth to you, pertaining to 
the rising generation, had I time; but 
I wish you to recollect and practise 
this one item I have briefly laid before 
you. I wish the daughters of Israel 
to far exceed their mothers in wisdom. 
And I wish these young men and 
boys to far exceed their fathers. I 
wish my sons to far exceed me in 
goodness and virtue. This is my ear- 
nest desire concerning my children, 
and that they not only walk in tha 
footsteps of their father, but take ft 
course to enjoy life, health, and vigor 
while they live, and the Spirit of in- 
telligence from God, that they may 
far outstrip their father in long life, 
and in the good they will perform in 
I their day. What I say of my children 
I apply to all. 

Young meij, my young brethren, 
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trill you accept a ' little counsel from 
me ? When you go from this Taber- 
nacle make a covenant with your- 
selves that you will taste no more ar- 
dent spirits, unless it is absolutely 
necessary, and you know it is ; also 
make a covenant with yourselves that 
no more of that filthy, nasty, and ob- 
noxious weed called tobacco shall en* 
ter your mouths ; it is a disgrace to 
this and every other community. I 
am well aware of the reflections of 
many upon this subject You may 
Bay to yourselves, 44 If I can do as well 
as my parents. I think I shall do well, 
and be as good as I want to be ; and 
I should not strive to excel them/ 
But if you do your duty you will far 
excel them in everything that is good 
—in holiness, in physical and intellec- 
tual strength, for this is your privilege, 
and it becomes your duty. Young 
men, take this advice from me, and 
practise it in your future life, and it will 
fce more valuable to you than the riches 
of this world. " Why," say you, ** I see 
the older brethren chew tobacco, why 
should I not do it likewise ? " Thus 
the boys have taken licence from the 
pernicious habits of others, until they 
have formed an appetite, a false 
appetite ; and they love a little liquor, 
and a little tobacco, and many other 
things that are injurious to their con- 
stitutions, and certainly hurtful to 
their moral character. Take a course 
that you can know more than your 
parents. We have had all the tradi- 
tions of the age in which we were born, 
to contend with ; but these young men 
and women, or the greater part of 
them, have been born in the Church, 
and brought up Latter-day Saints, 
and have received the teachings that are 
necessary to advance them in the 
kingdom of God on earth. If you are 
in any way suspicious that the acts of 
your parents are not right, if there is 
a conviction in your minds that they 
feed appetites that are injurious to 
them, then it is for you to abstain 
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from that which you see is not good 
in your parents, 

I will now offer a few words of en- 
couragement, and I wish you to listen 
to them attentively. If you wish to be 
great in the Kingdom of God, you 
must be good. It has been told you 
often, and I reiterate it to-day, that 
no man or woman in this kingdom 
that the Lord Almighty has again es-~ 
tablished upon the earth, can become 
great without being good — without 
l being true to their integrity, faith- 
ful to their trust, full of charity and 
good works. If they do not order 
their lives to do all the good they can* 
they will be stripped of their anti- 
cipations of greatness. You may write 
that down, and write it as revelation 
if you please, for it is true. Again* 
you must make sacrifice, if such you 
may call it, of every feeling you possess 
on earth, as a man, as a woman, as a 
father, as a mother, as a husband, as 
a wife, as a member of a family or 
community, for the sake of the king- 
dom of God on earth — that you as- 
suredly must do. Now remember, 
that no earthly object may stand be- 
tween you and your calling and duty. 

While gazing upon the scene before 
me, and thinking of what we had pas- 
sed through — scenes of affliction fleet- 
ing through my memory, I reflected 
on the generation now growing up, 
and on the past dealings of the Lord 
towards this people in His wise provi- 
dences. I recollect that in 1839, the 
Twelve and others were called upon 
to go to England, after they had suf- 
fered much persecution and tribula- 
tion. Brother Joseph Smith had to 
leave Ohio and escape for his life. I 
had also to leave the country to save 
my life; I was going to the west, 
where Joseph told me to go. I had 
not been in Missouri more than five 
months, before the mob commenced 
to burn houses. I had expended 
what little means I had left, to pur- 
chase an inheritance for my family. 
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but I had to leave Missouri, after 
being at the trouble and expense 
of conveying my goods there, and pre- 
f aring for living ; I left all behind 
?*ikI went to Illinois. Well* the re- 
velation was that several of the breth- 
ren must start on missions to foreign 
lands, and we ful tilled it in the midst 
of poverty. This is a proof that the 
hand of tied is able to sustain His 
people, and he will continue to pro- 
vide for them/ , , 

■ If we do His will, He will take care 
*jf us as a people, and as individuals. 
One proof of this, is in my own life and 
experience. When I left my family 
io start for England, I was not able 
walk one mile, I was not able tu 
lift a small trunk, which I took with 
XLH\ into the wagon. I left my wife 
and my six children without a second 

nil to their backs, for we had left all our 
property in possession of the mob. 
Every one of my family were sick, 
and my then youngest child, who has 
spoken before you to-day, was but ten 
days old at the time I left for England. 
Joseph said, "If you will go, I promise 
you, that your family shall live, and 
■/on sliall live, and you shall know 
that the hand of God is in calling you 
to go and preach the Gospel of life and 
^lvation to a perishing world/' ile said 
all he could sav to comfort and encou- 
rage the brethren* This was our situ- 
ation, and I say, with regard to the re- 
mainder of the Twelve, the v had all been 
driven like myself, and we were a band 
of brethren about equal. My family 
lived. When I left them they had 
not provisions to last them ten days, 
and not one soul of them was able to 
go to the well for a pail of water. I 
'imd lain for weeks, myself, in the house, 
wat rhing from day to driy for some 
person lo pass the door, whom I could 
get to bring us in a pail of water. In 
this condition I left my family, and 
went to preacli the Gospel As for 
being cast down, or at all discouraged, 
or even such thoughts entering in 


my heart as, " I will provide for my 
family, and let the world perish,' 1 these 
feelings and thoughts never once oc- 
curred to me; if I had known that 
every one of them would have beei* 
in the grave when I returned, it 
would not have diverted me from my 
mission one hour. When I was ready 
to start, I went and left my family in 
the hands of the Lord, and with the 
brethren. 

I returned again in two years, and 
found that I had spent hundreds of 
dollars, which I had accumulated on 
my mission, to help the brethren to 
emigrate to Xauvoo, and had but one 
sovereign left. I said I would buy a 
barrel of Hour with that, and sit down 
and eat it with my wife and children, 
and I determined I would not ask any- 
body for work, until I had eaten it all 
up. Brother Joseph asked me how 1 
intended tu live. I said, " I will go to 
work and get a living. 1 " I tarried in 
Nauvoo from the year 1841 to 184 U, 
the year we left. In that time I had 
accumulated much property, for the 
Lord multiplied everything in my 
hands, and ble^ed all my underta- 
kings. But I never ceased to preach ; 
and travelled every season, both in 
the winter, and in the summer. 1 
was at home occasionally, and the 
Lord fed and clothed me. It has never 
entered into my heart, from the first 
day I was called to preach the Gospel 
to this day, when the Lord said, Go 
and leave your family," to offer the 
least objection. It has never entered in- 
to my heart to violate my covenants, to 
be an enemy to my neighbor, to deceive, 
to lie, or to take to myself that which 
was not my own. The youth around 
mu, in their addresses this day, have 
eulogised the life and ability of bro- 
ther Brigham ; 1 want you not only to 
do as I have done, hut a great deal 

better. . iMFIw ^ 

I am trying to encourage you to do 
good, and not evil, that the Lord Al- 
mighty may take care of vou, sustain 
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you, and give you power and influ- 
ence, which He will do, if you serve 
Him with an undivided heart, but if 
you do not, He will chastise you. Re- 
member it. 

When I left Nauvoo, I again left 
all I had, and was under the necessity 
cf borrowing a span of horses from 
this man, a yoke of cattle from that, 
and a wagon from the other ; and after 
gathering up what little moveable 
property I could in this way, I left 
the country- I had accumulated thou- 
sands of dollars' worth of property, 
and had to leave it in the hands of the 
mob, and, said I, 41 Eat it up, destroy 
it, or burn it down, as quick as you 
please, for 4 the earth is the Lord s 
and the fulness thereof/ Tt 

How did I obtain all this property ? 
The Lord gave it to me ; He has done 
what has been done. And if the 
youth will turn their hearts and affec- 
tions to the Lord their God, they will 
be prepared to enter into the glory 
we are contending for, they will be 
prepared to redeem Zion. These 
young brethren and sisters will be 
prepared to return to Zion, bear off 
the Priesthood triumphantly, and build 
up the kingdom of God among the na- 
tions of the earth far better than we 
their fathers and mothers have, though 
we have done the best we could. Be 
full of integrity and love for all peo- 
ple, let hope abound in you, be filled 
with truth and virtue, and never allow 
yourselves to do a thing you would be 
ashamed to do in the presence of the 
Lord Almighty, or that you would be 
ashamed of were He to stand in your 
path, and call you to an account* That 
is the way to live, and it is the only 
way for a 11 Mormon " Elder to live, 
or for a " Mormon " mother, or daugh- 
ter, or sister, in order to obtain what 
they wish to obtain. It is the only 
path you can possibly walk in to se- 
cure that which you desire. There 
are men who will tell you many things 
in your houses, and will try to pervert 


the truth, and the simple principles 
of the Holy Gospel, but you must re- 
member that it is a holy life before 
God which gives you influence with 
Him. 

Look, and see the past course of 
brother Brigbam ; he is not any dif- 
ferent to-day from what he ever was, 
Knowing that the Lord wishes him to 
do a certain work, he is willing to do 
it. This has always been his character. 
You have seen me rise up here in my 
authority, when necessary, and I have 
had to be like a lion among the peo- 
ple. But who can point out a single 
act that has not been full of kindlier 
to this people, collectively and indi- 
vidually ? Though sometimes I have 
to roar to them ; and why ? Because 
sometimes they are foolish. This wits; 
exhibited here to-day, and also on the 
fourth of July. I saw scores of men 
who had no more sense than to crowd 
upon the women and children, at the 
risk of crushing them to death . When 
I see such conduct, I feel like a lion 
in the cause of the oppressed ; and 
when the dogs and the wolves under- 
take to make this people a prey, they 
may expect that somebody is ready to 
roar, and contend for them. 

Do you wish to know how men of 
God feel under such circumstances? 
I will tell you. If an enemy is crawl- 
ing round this people, trying to mako 
inroads to destroy them, they can 
pick up men as fast as they come to 
them, and throw them out of their 
way ; they can conquer and destroy 
army after army ; and in their feelings 
a thousand or ten thousand are no 
more to them than so many grass- 
hoppers. It is the strength of the 
Almighty God that is in them. Keep 
His commandments, if you would have 
strength in the day you need it ; a,nd 
when you do not need it, be passive, like 
children in their mother's lap, and 
be always ready and willing to extend 
the hand of charity and benevolence, 
and do all the good that is needed to 


he done, and you will thereby be able 
to resist the eviL 

I had to go out to the door, when 
the people were crowding each other 
down, and talk as if I would swallow 
thein up. What for? To injure 
them? No. Did I tell you to rush 
on and tread down women and chil- 
dren? No. Have I ever told you to 
take advantage of the weak and de- 
fenceless, or in any way oppress the 
innocent ? No, never ; and if you do, 
I shall handle you ; and if you get into 
my way, you will be no more to me 
than a chilli's toy. 

I am consuming much time, and I 
wish to dismiss the meeting. But I 
will state that if children could know 
the feelings of their parents, when 
they do good or evil, it would have a sa- 
lutary influence upon their lives ; but 
no child can possibly know this, until 
it becomes a parent. I am compas- 
sionate therefore towards children* 
Parents, will you have a little wisdom, 
and learn to bring up your children 
under a proper influence, and under 
proper teaching? Mothers, remem- 
ber that when your husbands are en- 
gaged in the service of the Church, 
and are all the time occupied in the 
duties of the Priesthood, so that they 
have not time to instruct their chil- 
dren, the duty devolves upon you. 
Then bring your children up in the 
ways of truth, and be to them both a 
father and mother, until they are old 
enough to perform duties by the side, 
and under the immediate eye, of their 
father. I like to see mothers bring 
their children to meeting, as soon as 
they can be brought without injuring 
them, and when they can tell what 
they want, and call for water when 
they are faint. As soon as they are 


old enough to receive instructions, 
bring them here to be taught ; and 
when you go home with them, do not 
put strong drinks, or tea, or coffee to 
their lips. I have actually seen wo- 
men whip their children to make them 
drink spirits; such mothers do not 
know what is actually necessary they 
should know. Children should have 
milk, bread, water, aud potatoes ; and 
everything that would lay the foun- 
dation for disease should be strenuous- 
ly kept from their stomachs, that no 
appetites may be formed for pernicious 
substauces, which, when formed, can- 
not be overcome easily, if at all. The 
course mothers generally take in the 
world with their children, produces an. 
appetite in the child that almost in- 
variably leads to excess. There are 
scores in our midst who were begotten 
in a vault of lit] nor, and were envel- 
oped in it till the day of their birth* 
They have come forth from it, and 
have a longing desire to still swim in 
it unto the day of their death. I 
wish you to understand this, sisters ; and 
when you become mothers, know how 
to train up your children better than 
the past generations have been brought 

up. ; » ' ; ; ; ; . 

Brethren and sisters, may the Lord 
bless you all If I had time to ans- 
wer my feelings here to-day, I should 
enjoy more freedom in my remarks. 
Brother George A. Smith has given 
you the music, and I wished to point 
out the way in which you ought to 
walk. Take him for the music, and 
my words for the counsel ; all he 
said was right, and I want you to ob- 
serve what he told you ; and what 
more you should do, we will tell you in 
season. 
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REMINISCENCES OF THE JACKSON COUNTY MOB, THE EVACUATION 
OF NAUVOO, AND THE SETTLEMENT OF GREAT SALT LAKE CITY. 


An Address by Elder George A. Smith, to the Children uho formed the Procession 
at the Anniversary of the Entrance of the Pioneers into Great Salt Lake Valley, 
Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City, July 2\, I8'>4. 


My Young Friends — It is with 
pleasure I rise to address you on the 
present occasion. 

Having been called upon to walk 
in the Procession, as the Historian of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saiuts, it created in my breast 
feelings not easily described ; it brought 
up reminiscences of past scenes, and 
of celebrations similar to this, where- 
in I have acted in company with my 
worthy predecessor, Dr. Willard Fdch- 
ards, one of the First Presidency of 
the Church of God on earth, and 
one of the Pioneers who first entered 
this Valley. He has gone to rest, 
after being worn out by trials, perse- 
cutions, and adversities, and by the 
difficulties incident in the forming of 
this settlement in the Valleys of the 

mountains. 

I could have stopped to drop a tear 
to the memory of departed worth- 
ies — the Historiau, the aged Patri- 
arch John Smith, and many others ; 
at the same time, I could but feel joy- 
ful to see such an immense assembly, 
gathered together to commemorate the 
day on which the Pioneers first arrived 
in this region to inhabit these valleys. 

Should we refer to the pages of the 
history that is no doubt written in 
many a private journal, our memories 
would be refreshed with the startling 
truth, that the first fifteen years of 


our existence had been a continued 
scene of trials, persecutions, afflictions, 
and murders; including the murder 
of the Prophet, the Patriarch, and a 
great many others of the ablest 
and most energetic members of the 
Church. 

At a Council of the leading men of 
this community in Kauvoo, it was 
concluded that on finishing the Tem- 
ple there, a company of one thousand 
or fifteen hundred pioneers should es- 
tablish themselves in the mountains, 
to prepare the way for a safe retreat 
from the tyranny and oppression 
which had so long followed this peo- 
ple. This conclusion was unknown 
to the public, hence the surprise of 
the mob at our willingness to depart. 

In a very few days afterwards, bands 
of organized mobbers commenced the 
work of burning our houses in Yelrom, 
Green Plains, and Bear Creek settle- 
ments, and throughout the country. 
As if they were not satisfied with the 
destruction of the hundreds of lives 
their persecutions had already sacrifi- 
ced, and the millions of property they 
had already destroyed in Missouri ; as it' 
dissatisfied with the blood of the Prophet 
still smoking from the ground as it were ; 
they lighted anew the torch of the in- 
cendiary, and the Governor of the 
State was silently willing to fan its 
fires. It will he recollected that he 
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did not stop the house burning, but 
we stopped it ourselves, under the 
direction of the Sheriff of the County. 

The moment that was done, Gene- 
ral Harden, mounted on a white horse, 
backed up and accompanied bv other 
dignitaries of the State, came into 
.Nauvoo with four hundred men. What 
was said to us by these worthies? 
They said, that in consequence of the 
combination against us throughout 
the State, the Governor did not feel 
at liberty to do anything for us ; so 
we were abandoned to the rage of un- 
principled men. 

They then informed us they had 
come to search for some men that 
were missing, ard formed a square 
around the Temple, also around the 
stables of the Nauvoo house, but more 
particularly around die Masonic Hall, j 
the basement story of which contained 
a quantity of wine. General Hardin, 
and others of his ban], went into the 
stables where a horse had just been 
Jbled, and concluded a man had been 
killed there, but fortunately the horse 
was there to answer for the blood, 
The General and his Staff then pierced 
with their swords the heaps of manure, 
thinking, I presume, tint if they prick- j 
ed a dead man, he woild squeaL I 
thought they acted a little simple, for 
they might have presuned that if any- 
body had been killed, tley would have 
been thrown in the Mississippi, which 
was not more than ten ods from the j 
jb tables. 

This was all that was done to 
punish the house buners ; and the 
State authorities said hey could do 
nothing for us ; hence tie only alter- 
native was to leave, as line counties 
of the State had conclude in Conven- 
tion, that we must leave >r be extermi- 
nated. The fact is, this was the very 
inclusion we had alrady come to, 
ourselves, in a Council i few days be- 
fore* Yet it was thougit, proper not 
to reveal the secret of our intention 
to flee to the mountains; but as a kind 


I of put off, it was communicated in the 
strictest confidence to General Hardin, 
who promised never to tell of it, that 
we intended to settle Vancouver's Is- 
land. This report, however, was in- 
dustriously circulated, as we anticipated 
it would be. 

The persecution was blazing on 
every hand, and the reputable authori- 
ties 14 could do nothing for us ; "which 
was equal to saying, "Hold on, and 
let us run our daggers into you/' 

The first companies which left, ia 
consequence of those persecutions, 
were obliged to start in the dead of 
winter, in the beginning of February, 
1846. Many of the companies cros- 
sed the Mississippi, with their wagons, 
on the ice, and the rest in flat-boat 1 ?, 
and winding their way through a new 
and trackless country, making a road 
of nearly four hundred miles in length, 
stopped to winter on the right bank of 
the Missouri, where they built quite a 
town, called Winter Quarters, 

Finding that our numbers in Nau- 
voo were reduced to a mere handful, 
the mob, numbering some 1800 arm* 
ed men, supplied with scientific en- 
gineers, and good artillery, attacked the 
remaining few, who were chiefly lame, 
blind, widows, fatherless children, and 
those too poor to get away. There 
were not one hundred able bodied 
men to stand against this superior 
force in defence of the helpless ; this 
is called the battle of Nauvoo, and 
was fought in September. They can- 
nonaded the citizens of Nauvoo, and 
finally, after three days* fighting, and 
being forced to retreat three times, 
they succeeded in driving them over 
the river, 

What was the result of all this? 
In April 1847, we started from Win- 
ter Quarters, with a hundred and 
forty-three men (instead of 1000) as 
Pioneers. We were 44 few/' and I 
was going to say " far between," but 
we were close together. We set out, 
and made a new road to this valley, 
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the greater portion of the way; we 
thus worked the path through, and 
arrived here on the day we now com- 
memorate. 

This is a hasty glance of history. 
To enter into details would introduce 
matters that would unnecessarily har- 
row up the minds of many. Suffice 
it to say, like the pilgrim fathers who 
first landed upon Plymouth Rock, we 
are here pilgrims, and exiles from li- 
berty ; and instead of being driven in- 
to the wilderness to perish, as our ene- 
mies had designed, we find ourselves 
in the middle of the floor, or on the 
top of the heap. Right in the coun- 
try that scientific men and other 
travellers had declared worthless, we 
are becoming rich in the comforts and 
blessings of life, we are now rocking 
in the cradle of liberty* in which we 
are daily growing ; and I challenge the 
Union to produce a parallel of this { 
day's Celebration, 

I say to my young friends, be firm 
to extend the principles of freedom 
and liberty to this country, and never 
suffer the hand of oppression to 
invade it 

In the history of our persecutions 
there have arisen a great many anec- 
dotes ; but one will perhaps serve to 
illustrate the condition in which I 
wish to see every man that raises in 
these mountains the hand of oppres- 
sion upon the innocent. I wish to 
see such men rigged out with the same 
honors and comforts as was the honor* 
able Samuel C, Owen, Commander-in- 
Chief of the Jackson County mob. He, 
with eleven men, was engaged at a 
mass meeting, to raise a mob to drive 
the Saints from Clay County, This j 
was iu the year 1834, in the month of 
June. They had made speeches, and 
done everything to raise the indigna- 
tion of the people against the Saints. 
In the evening, himself, James Camp- 
bell, and nine others, commenced to 
cross the Missouri river on their way 
-home again ; and the Lord, or some 
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accident, knocked a hole in the bottom 
of the boat. When they discovered 
it, says Commander Owen to the com* J 
pany on the ferry boat, " We must 
strip to the bone, or we shall all 
perish Mr. Campbell replied, 11 1 
will go to hell before I will land 
naked." He had his choice, and went 
to the bottom, Owen stripped hi mo 
self of every article of clothing, and 
commenced Boating down the river. 
After making several attempts he 
finally landed on the Jackson side of 
the river, after a swim of about four 
teen miles. He rested some time, 
being perfectly exhausted, and then 
started into the nettles, which grow 
very thick and to a great height, in 
the Missouri bottoms, and which was 
his only possible chance in making 
from the river to the settlements. He 
had to walk four miles through the 
nettles, which took him the remainder 
of the night, and. when he got through 
the nettles, he came to a road, and 
saw a young lady approaching on 
horseback, who was the belle of Jack* 
son County* In this miserable con- 
dition he laid limself behind a log, so 
that she couk not see him. When 
she arrived opposite the log, he says, 
M Madam, I an Samuel C. Owen, tho 
Coramander-ir-Chief of themobagamst 
the Mormons; I wish you to send 
some men fran the next house with 
clothing, for . am naked." The lady 
in her philaithropy dismounted, and 
left him a lijiit shawl and a certain 
tmmentionabb under garment, and 
passed on. So His Excellency Sa- 
muel C. Oweij who was afterwards kill- 
ed in Mexio by foolishly exposing 
himself, eontary to orders, took up 
his line of mrch for the town, in the 
shawl and peticoat uniform, after his 
expedition aganst the "Mormons." 

My young friends, have the good- 
ness to use eBry man so, who comes 
into your cou try to mob and oppress 
the innocent and LADIES* Doa't 

LEND HIM AX CLOTHING. 
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PERSECUTIONS, DUTIES, AND PRIVILEGES OF THE SAINTS. 

An Address by Elder Daniel H. Wells, to the Children who formed tJte Process* 
* 1*9 Anniversary of the Eidrance of the Pioneers into Great Salt Lake Valley, 
Delivered in the Tabernacle, July 24, 1854. 


Beloved Friends— We are met in 
commemoration of the important his- 
torical fact, that on the 24th of July, 
seven years ago, a band of brethren 
came to this place, seeking a home, 
fin asylum, where they might rest 
awhile from their arduous and toilsome 1 
march, and feel secure from the wrath 
of wicked, wreckless, infuriated men, j 
who had, in times past, pursued and ! 
hunted them with relentless fury, and 
driven them from the abodes of civi- 
lization. Directed by the same God 
'who led Moses and" the children of 
Israel out from the laud of Egypt, 
they, with our beloved President at 
their head, located in this valley* 

This becomes an important fact 
from its associations, fraught as it is 
with momentous consequences to us 
bs a people ; transplanting us from 
the narrow limits of a single city, to a 
large territory, in which we are fast 
becoming a mighty people. We per- 
ceive the hand-dealing of a wise and 
beneficent God in this, who has said, 
by the mouth of His Prophet, that it 
was Ai His business to provide for His 
Saints/ 1 This also furnishes a strong 
illustration of high Heaven's economy, 
in over ruling and turning the wrath 
of man to its service and praise, and 
from " seeming ill still educing good," 
This day, in reality, is the Anniver- 
sary of our Birth-day as a free people, 
i hRYJ may say that it w;is a bloodless 


conquest, and yet our path lias not 
been strewn with flowers, as witness 
the parting pang when exhausted 
strength has been laid low in the dust, 
and bitter tears have only been dried 
in view of a better future. 

'We this day rejoice together in 
union and harmony — in peace and 
prosperity ; and as the sun of glad- 
ness has arisen upon our horizon, so 
may it never again become darkened 
by the mists of sorrow, nor the storms 
of persecution be permitted to obscure 
its genial rays. 

We now possess a country sufficient 
for our present necessities and pur- 
poses, institutions which we have re- 
ceived from God, through His Pro- 
phets, and, under the broad folds of 
our glorious Constitution, American 
Freedom. 

We now have the privilege of wor- 
shipping God according to the dictates 
of our own consciences, and no one to 
disturb, or make U3 afraid, 
i What more can we ask ? What 
more can we expect ? The balance 
rests with ourselves. If we would be 
happy, if we would be great, have the 
knowledge and wisdom of God, and be 
prospered, it remains with us to pur- 
sue that course, to perform those du- 
ties, and to live that life, which shall 
conspire to produce those blessings. 

The kingdom will advance, and 
bring with it the treasures of know- 
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ledge, vvisJora, and power, just so fast 
as the Lord finds that He has a peo- 
ple ready, willing, and capable of re- 
ceiving, and hearing it off. If we 
would hasten the time for the coming 
of the Son of Man with power and 
great glory, we must increase our dili- 
gence, hasten ourselves in the attain- 
ment of every perfection, and by our 
purity and excellence bring unto our- 
selves Heaven's excellence and purity. 
My friends, this is a day of rejoicing 
with the Saints, and here in this 
sacred place of worship, we mingle to- 
gether, the old and the young, in offer- 
ing to our God, praise and thanks* ; 
giving for His kind mercies and bless- 
ings. As we mingle in our amuse- 
ments and rejoicings, and participate 
together in our celebration of this day, 
and the realization of our dependence 
upon Him who has wrought out our sab 
vation, and brought us to an inheritance 
in this goodly land, amid scenes of joy 
ami prosperity, it is always well to 
remember and acknowledge the kind 
hand of Providence, from whom we 
receive every good and perfect gift. 

How can we well express the over- 
flowing gratitude of our hearts to the 
Giver of all good, for what we this day 
behold ? Thousands of children in a 
single city, of less than seven years 
growth, convened under their respec- 
tive banners, each bearing a motto 
expressive of their views and senti- 
ments, intention and designs ; each 
bosom swelling with pride and grati- 
tude, that they too are the children of 
the Kingdom, unto whom pertain the 
promises of God concerning Israel, I 

My young friends, how shall we 
reciprocate? What shall we do to 
advance the glorious cause of truth, 
make ourselves useful, and fulfil the 
measure of our creation upon the 
earth ? I answer, it is for us to be 
obedient, hearken unto the counsel of 
our parents and leaders, to keep the 
commandments of God. It is to quali- 
fy ourselves to follow some useful oc- 


cupation, to be industrious in acquir- 
ing knowledge, and not spend our 
time in useless visiting, and lounging 
about in idleness. It is to have every 
moment devoted to some useful em- 
ployment, to serve God, and walk 
hi >Iy before Him, blameless in all 
of His ordinances, be true to God 
and His servants, follow in the die* 
tates of wisdom and experience, be 
patient and courteous toward each 
other, be persevering, virtuous, honest, 
and faithful — in short, be good, faith- 
ful Saints of the Most High God, 

If we do this, we shall always en- 
joy the blessings of a good conscience, 
void of offence toward God and mam 
Let our aim be for God, and an 
exaltation in His Kingdom, keeping 
our minds constantly directed to tha 
attainment of this object ; and no 
matter what may befal us here below, 
we shall be safe in the arms of our 
blessed Redeemer, who said, ** Suffer 
little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven . H 

Does our Father in heaven view us 
with approbation this day ? Let us 
look to it, each one of us, that we do 
nothing either in thought, word, or 
deed, neither this, nor any other day* 
but that He can look down upon us 
with approbation, Let not folly not 
wickedness be committed in Israel, 
lest we be called upon to put awaj 
the workers of iniquity from our midst^ 
and thus cleanse Israel from sin and 
guilt. i 
Young men and youths f just rising 
to take a part in the affairs of men, if 
you follow in the precepts of wisdom-, 
and abide in the counsel of truth, you 
shall have strength according to your 
day, and the mountain torrent shall 
not be more fierce to encounter than 
you, when the enemy shall again mar- 
shal his hosts for battle ; the mouiv 
tain roe shall not be swifter, nor mora 
|j agile in its flight, than you in scaling 
the mountain height, or leaping the 
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deep, dark chasm, made by a thousand 
Hood*. Nothing shall present a bar- 
rier too high, too rugged, or so difficult 
that you cannot surmount it. 

As physical strength shall be given, 
so shall mental strength and ability, 
and you will increase and strengthen 
until you can fathom the deep sciences, 
and unfold the mysteries of eternity. 

To you, also, ye maidens of Israel, 
is it not an honor to be numbered 
among the daughters of Zion ? Unto 
you this invitation extends, to make 
yourselves useful in the drama of life ; 
qualify yourselves also for the part which 
may be allotted you to perform in the 
Kingdom of our God. Preserve your- 
selves in purity and the perfection of 
every virtue. Let your time be fully 
occupied in some useful employment, 
and although you may not be called 
upon to encounter the fierce contest 
of the world, as your brothers, father?, 
or husbands, yet your path shall so 
closely entwine itself with theirs, as 
to strengthen, nourish, and sustain 
them, be a present help in every time 
of need ; and when the storm clouds 
shall lower, and fierce persecution 
rage, be enabled by united faith and 
energy to bid defiance to " Mormon " 
foes, whether they come in form of 
men in hostile army, or the more in- 
sidious and stealthy manner of de- 
mons from the arch and subtle in- 
triguer, and deceiver of the human race. 

Yes, fair maidens, if you would have 
loveliness encircle your brow, and 
beauty adorn your forms, let the gems 
of virtue, truth, and sincerity sparkle 
your eyes, and adorn your minds with 
knowledge and wisdom. Let excel- 
lence, goodness, and industry, embel- 
lish your lives, and the star of your 
glory shall never wane, nor the pro- 
mised inheritance to dwell among the 
Gods be withheld, proving to God 
and man 

M The kindest blessing High Heaven conld 
aeud; | 
In life a treasure, and in death a friends 


This is an age of progress, and if 
we would keep pace with the times, 
we must progress also. The youth 
of other States, Territories, or Na- 
tions, must not outstrip us in the arta 
and sciences, nor in anything that ia 
calculated to adorn life and become 
useful t© man. 

Situated as we are, so far distant 
from the emporium of letters and 
commerce, some may think that this is 
difficult to avoid ; but it is not so. It 
is easy not only to keep pace with, 
but outstrip them even in the race of 
progress. Our advantages are simply 
these — we have not the burden of 
trash and nonsense to wade through 
at the beginning, which others have ; 
the mind is therefore more free to act, 
and can conceive more real truth 
and imbibe more real knowledge in 
a given time ; and although we may 
not yet possess every facility for our 
advancement, still we are more than 
compensated by the wholesome influx 
ence of virtue and religion, rulosr, 
regulations, and institutions freed 
from the bigotry, superstitions, dog- 
mas, and follies of ages. We more- 
over breathe the pure mountain air, 
and drink from the cool mountain 
stream, and dwell in a lighter and 
purer atmosphere, not only physically^ 
but socially and morally. Are these 
advantages, and do they contribute to 
correct thinking? If they are, and 
if they do, then we have certainly no 
cause to complain. 

If we will only avail ourselves of 
the opportunities which we possess, 
take the good, and reject the evil, 
abide in the light and truth, and ap- 
ply ourselves, we have no fears but 
that we shall excel. And time will 
show in regard to our moral and social 
institutions, which Congress are so of- 
ten trying to legislate about. They are 
welcome to all of their moral and so- 
cial rules and regulations, religious or 
otherwise ; nor do I suppose that we 
shall try to legislate about them, al- 


28 


JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES. 


though we have just about as much 
right to, as they have about ours. 
The argument is opportune ; I could 
not wish for better illustration for the 
subject under consideration, than the 
already muddy and beclouded brains 
which some of the present Congress ex- 
emplified upon this very subject One 
might suppose that the spirit at least 
of the 3000 clergymen upon the Ne- 
braska and Kansas Bill, had found its 
Kay into their minds, and left its im- 
pression with them. What other item 
of religious faith they will next seek 
to interfere with, is left for time to de- 
termine ; but I should expect, that 
women would be prohibited from mar- 
rying, or Shakerism abolished. 

Excuse me, my friends, for allu- 
ding to such a subject, upon an occa- 
sion like this, but the absurdity of un- 
dertaking to legislate upon the moral- 
ity of our social relations and religi- 
ous institutions, imperceptibly led me 
to make a comment upon it. 

If it is an indication of a righteous 
feeling among them, there may be 
some small hopes of them yet ; but it 
"smacks rather too much of the sul- 
tiivr to be genuine," as the parrot ; 
said when the devil taught him prayers. 
I hope you will accept of my apology, 
and I will refrain. J 

Our Pilgrim Fathers, when they 
landed on Plymouth Rock, constituted 
a small band, 'tis true ; yet by uniting 
rich resources with energy and deter* 
mined perseverance, witness what it 


amounted to — New England's rocks 
and hills were peopled ; large cities 
1 sprung into existence, and she sends 
her sons and daughters too into every 
State ; they are the first upon the con- 
fines of civilization, exploring t I 3 deep 
forest and wide-spread prairie, stem- 
ming Missouri's flood, and traversing 
ocean s wide domain. The sous of 
the Pilgrim Fathers are everywhere ; 
here to-day are congregated thousands 
of them, who feel the same spirit of 
freedom which emulated them to flee 
from nnder the oppressor s rod, and 
beyond the tyrant's grasp. 

Our Pioneers, unlike our Revo- 
lutionary Fathers, did not dissolve 
their politiral tiis, but more than our 
Pilgrim Fathers, fled from persecu- 
tion, and planted their standard like 
them, free to all to flee unto. Here 
we hope to preserve American free- 
dom, to ourselves and others, although 
it was not preserved to us in the land 
of our nativity. Here we hope to be 
prospered and increased in knowledge, 
wisdom, and power ; enabled to pre- 
serve our rights, and our liberties, as 
did our Revolutionary Fathers, when 
oppression became too onerous, and 
tyranny ranked too high. 

But I forbear. Let us do our duty 
to ourselves, our country, and our 
God ; be vigilant in the preservation 
of virtue and truth; and leave the 
event with the God of Nations, who 
shutteth and no man can open, and 
opens and no man can shut. 
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NECESSITY OF BUILDING TEMrLES — THE ENDOWMENT* 

An Oration by President Brvjham Youmj, Delivered on t?ie South-Etui Corner Stone 
of the Temple at Great Salt Lake City, iijler the First Presidency and ihc 
Patriarch hud laid the Stone, April G, 1853- 


This morning we have assembled 
on one of the must solemn, interest- 
ing, joyful, and glorious occasions, 
that ever have transpired, or will trans- 
pire among the children of men, while 
the earth continues in its present or* 
ganization, and is occupied for its pre- 
sent purposes. And I congratulate my 
brethren and sisters that it is our un- 
speakable privilege to stand here 
this day, and minister before the Lord 
on an occasion which has caused the 
tongues and pens of Prophets to speak 
and write for many scores of centuries 
which are past, 

When the Lord Jesus Christ taber- 
nacled in the ilesh — when he had left 
the most exalted regions of His Fa- 
thers glory, to sutler and shed his 
blood for sinning, fallen creatures, like 
ourselves, and the people crowded 
around him, a certain man said unto 
him, Master, I will follow the* 1 
whithersoever thou goest" Jesus said 
unto him, 44 Foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of Man hath not where to lay 
his head " And we Ond no record 
that this man followed him any far- 
ther. '■ M ' > 

Why had not the Son of Man 
where to lay h is head ? Because his 
Father had no house upon the earth — 
none dedicated to Him, and preserved 
for His exclusive use, and the benefit 
of His obedient children. 

The Ark containing the covenant — 


or the Ark of the Covenant in the 
days of Moses, containing the sacred 
records, was moved from place to placo 
in a cart. And so sacred was that 
Ark, if a man stretched forth his hand 
to steady it, when the cart jostled, ho 
was smitten, and died. And would to 
God that all who attempt to do tho 
same in this day, figuratively speaking, 
might ishare the same fate. And they 
will share it sooner or later, if they do 
not keep their hands, and tongues too, 
in their proper places, and stop dic- 
tating the order of the Gods of tho 
Eternal Worlds, 

When the Ark of the Covenant 
rested, or when the children of Israel 
| had an opportunity to rest, (for they 
were mobbed and harassed somewhat 
like the Latter-day Saints,) the Lord, 
through Moses, commanded a Taber- 
nacle to be built, wherein should rest 
and be stationed, the Ark of tho Co- 
venant. And particular instructions 
were given by revelation to Moses, 
how every part of said Tabernacle 
should be constructed, even to the 
curtains — the number thereof, and of 
what they should be made ; and tho 
covering, and the wood for the boards, 
and for the bars, and the court, and 
the pins, and the vessels, and the fur- 
niture, and everything pertaining to 
the Tabernacle. Why did Moses 
need such a particular revelation to 
build a Tabernacle ? Because he had 
i never seen one, and did not know how 
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to build it without revelation, without 
a pattern. 

Thus the Ark of the Coven ant con- 
tinued until the days of David, King 
of Israel, standing or occupying a 
Tabernacle, or tent But to David, 
God gave commandment that he 
should build Him a house, wherein 
He, Himself, might dwell, or which 
He might visit, and in which He 
might commune with His servants 
when He pleased. 

From the day the children of Israel 
were led out of Egypt to the days of 
Solomon, Jehovah had no resting place 
upon the earth, (and for how long a 
period before that day, the history is 
unpublished,) but walked in the tent 
or Tabernacle, before the Ark, as it 
seemed Him good, having no place to 
lay His head. 

. David was not permitted to build 
the house which he was commanded 
to build, because he was a " man of 
Mood" that is, he was beset by ene- 
mies on every hand, and had to spend 
his days in war and bloodshed to save 
Israel, (much as the Latter-day Saints 
have done, only he had the privilege 
to defend himself and people from 
mobocrats and murderers, while we 
have hitherto been denied that privi- 
lege,) and, consequently, he had no 
time to build a house unto the Lord, 
but commanded his son Solomon, who 
succeeded him on the throne, to erect 
the Temple at Jerusalem, which God 
had required at his hands. 
, The pattern of this Temple, the 
length, and breadth, and height of the 
inner and outer courts, with all the 
fixtures thereunto appertaining, were 
given to Solomon by revelation, 
through the proper source. And 
why was this revelation-pattern neces- 
sary? Because that Solomon had never 
built a Temple, and did not know 
what was necessary in the arrange- 
ment of the different apartments, any 
better than Moses did what was need- 
ed in the Tabernacle. 
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This Temple, called Solomon's 
Temple, because Solomon was the 
master workman, was completed some 
time previous to the appearance of the 
Son of Man on the earth, in the form 
of the babe of Bethlehem, and had 
been dedicated as the House of the 
Lord, and accepted as a linishcd work 
by the Father, who commanded it to 
be built, that His Son might have a 
resting place on the earth, when he 
should enter on his mission. 

Why, then, did Jesus exclaim to 
the man who volunteered to follow 
him wheresoever he went, that 4 4 the 
Son of Man hath not where to lay his 
head?' 1 Jesus knew the pretended 
Saint and follower to be a hypocrite, 
and that if he told hi in plainly that he 
would not fare as well as the birds 
and foxes, he would leave him at 
once t and that would save Him much 
trouble. 

But how could Jesus 1 saying, that he 
had " not where to lay his head" be 
true ? Because the house which the 
Father had commanded to be built 
for his reception, although completed, 
had become polluted, and hence the 
saying, " My house is the house of 
prayer : but ye have made it a den of 
thieves/' and he made a scourge of 
cords, and drove the money-changers, 
and dove-sellers, and faro-gamblers, 
all out of his house, and overthrew their 
tables ; but that did not purify the 
house, so that he could not sleep in it, 
for an holy t v )if: f ^ dvvelleth not in an 
unholy Templa 

If Jesus could not lay his head in 
an unholy, polluted temple, how can 
the Latter-day Saints expect that th* k 
Holy Spirit will take and abide its 
residence with them, in their taber- 
nacles and temples of clay, unless 
they keep themselves pure, spotless, 
and undefiled? 

It is no wonder that the Son of 
Man, soon after his resurrection fron 
the tomb, ascended to his Father, for 
he had no place on earth to lay his 
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head ; his house still remaining in the 
possession of his enemies, so that no 
one had the privilege of purifying it, 
if they had the disposition, and other- 
wise the power, to do it ; and the occu- 
pants thereof were professors in name, 
but hypocrites and apostates, from 
^riiom no good thing can be expected, 

Soon after the ascension of Jesus, 
through mobocracy, martyrdom, and 
apostacy, the Church of Christ be- 
came extinct from the earth, the Man 
Child — the Holy Priesthood, was re* 
ceived up into heaven from whence it 
came, and we hear no more of it on 
the earth, until the Angels restored it 
to Joseph Smith, by whose ministry 
the Church of Jesus Christ was res- 
tored, re-organized on earth, twenty- 
three years ago this day, with the title 
of " Latter-day Saints," to distinguish 
them from the Former- day Saints. 

Soon after, the Church, though our 
beloved Prophet Joseph, was comman- 
ded to build a Temple to the Most 
High, in Kirtland, Ohio, and this was 
the next House of the Lord we hear 
of on the earth, since the davs of So- 
lomon'a Temple. Joseph not only re- 
ceived revelation and commandment 
to build a Temple, but he received a 
pattern also, as did Moses for the Ta- 
bernacle, and Solomon for his Tem- 
ple ; for without a pattern, he could 
not know what was wanting, having 
never seen one, and not having experi- 
enced its use. 

Without revelation, Joseph could 
not know what was wanting, any more 
xhan any other man, and, without 
•commandment, the Church were too 
few in numbers, too weak in faith, 
and too poor in purse, to attempt such 
a mighty enterprise. But .by means 
of all these stimulants, a mere hand- 
ful of men, living on air, and a little 
hominy and milk, and often salt or no 
salt when milk could not be had ; the 
great Prophet Joseph, in the stone 
«iuarry, quarrying rock with his own 
hands ; and the few then in the Church, 


following his example of obedience 
and diligence wherever most needed ; 
with laborers on the walls, holding the 
sword in one hand to protect them- 
selves from the mob, while they pla- 
ced the stone and moved the trowel 
with the other, the Kirtland Temple, 
— the second House of the Lord, that 
we have any published record of on 
the earth, was so far completed as to 
be dedicated. And those first Elders 
who helped to build it, received a por- 
tion of their first endowments, or we 
might say more clearly, some of the 
first, or introductory, or initiatory or- 
I dinances, preparatory to an endow- 
ment 

The preparatory ordinances there 
administered, though accompanied by 
the ministration of angels, and the 
presence of the Lord Jesus, were but 
a faint similitude of the ordinances of 
the House of the Lord in their ful- 
ness ; yet many, through the instiga- 
tion of the devil, thought they had re- 

, ceived all, and knew as much as God : 
they have apostatized, and gone to 
hell. But be assured, brethren, there 
are but few, very few of the PUders of 
Israel, now on earth, who know the 
meaning of the word endowment, To 
know, they must experience : and to 
experience, a Temple must be built. 

Let me give you the definition in 
brief. Your endowment is, to receive 
ail those ordinances in the House of 
the Lord, which are necessarv for vou, 
after you have departed this life, tr> 

; enable you to walk back to the pre- 
sence of the Father, passing the angels 
who stand as sentinels, being enabled 
to give them the key words, the signs 
and tokens, pertaining to the Hob 
Priesthood, and gain your eternal ex- 
altation in spite of earth and hell. 

Who has received and understands 
such an endowment, in this assembly ; 
You need not answer. Your voices 
would be few and far between, vet the 
keys to these endowments are among 

I you, and thousands have received 
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them, so that the devil, with all his i 
aids, need not suppose he can again 
destroy the Holy Priesthood from the 
earth 9 by killing a few, for he cannot 
do it. God has set His hand, for the 
Inst time, to redeem His people, the 
honest in heart, and Lucifer cannot j 
hinder Him* 

Before these endowments conld be 
given at Kirtland, the Saints had to 
itee before niobocracy. And, by toil 
yud daily labor, they found places in 
Missouri, where they laid the corner 
atones of Temples, in Zion and her 
stakes, and then had to retreat to Illi- 
nois, to save the lives of those who 
could get away alive from Missouri, 
where fell the Apostle David W. Pat- 
ten, with many like associates, and 
where were imprisoned in loathsome 
dungeons, and fed on human flesh, 
♦Joseph and Hyrum, and many others. 
But before all this had transpired, the 
Temple at Kirtland had fallen into 
the hands of wicked men, and by them 
heen polluted, like the Temple at 
Jerusalem, and consequently it was 
disowned by the Father and the Son. 

At Nauvoo, Joseph dedicated an- 
other Temple, the third on record. 
He knew what was wanting, for he 
had previously given most of the pro- 
minent individuals then before him 
their endowment He needed no re- 
velation, then, of a thing he had long 
experienced, any more than those now 
do, who have experienced the same 
things. It is only where experience 
foils, that revelation is needed. 

Before the Nauvoo Temple was 
completed, Joseph was murdered — 
murdered at sun light, under the pro- 
tection of the most noble government 
that then existed, and that now exists, 
on our earth. Has his blood been 
atoned for? No! And whj ? A 
martyr's blood to true religion was 
never atoned for on our earth. No 
man, or nation of men, without the 
Priesthood, has power to make atone- 
ment for such sins* The souls of all 


such, since the days of Jesus, are "im- 
der the altar," and are crying to God, 
day and night, for vengeance. And 
shall they cry in vain ? God forbid t 
He has promised He will hear them 
in His own due time, and recompense 
a righteous reward. 

But what of the Temple in Nauvoo 
By the aid of sword in one hand, and 
trowel and hammer in the other, with 
lire arms at hand, and a strong band 
of police, and the blessings of heaven, 
the Saints, through hunger, and 
thirst, and weariness, and watchings, 
and prayings, so far completed the 
Temple, despite the devices of the 
mob, that many received a small por- 
tion of their endowment, but we know 
of no one who received it in its ful- 
ness. And then, to save the lives of 
all the Saints from cruel murder, we 
removed westward, and being led by 
the all searching eye of the Great Je- 
hovah, we arrived at this place. 

* >f our journey hither, we need say 
nothing, only, God led us. Of the 
sufferings of those who were compelled 
to, and did, leave Nauvoo hi the winter of 
181C, we need say nothing. Those 
who experienced it know it, and those 
who did not, to tell them of it would 
be like exhibiting a beautiful painting 
to a blkid man. 

We wfll not stop to tell you of the 
sufferings of widows and orphans on 
Omaha lands, while their husbands 
and fathers were traversing the burn- 
ing plains of the South, to fight the 
battles of a country which bad banish* 
ed them from civilization, for they se- 
cured the land on which we dwell, 
from our nation's foe, exposed the 
gold of California, and turned the 
world upsjde down. All these things 
are before you — you know them, and 
we need not repeat them. 
\ While these things were transpiring 
with the Saints in the wilderness, the 
Temple at Nauvoo passed into the 
j hands of the enemy, who polluted it 
! to that extent the Lord not only ceased 
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to occupy it, but He loathed to have it 
called by His name, and permitted 
the wrath of its possessors to purify it 
by fire, as a token of what will speedily 
fall on them and their habitations, un- 
less they repent. 

But what are we here for, this day? 
To celebrate the birth day of our reli- 
gion ! To lay the foundation of a 
Temple to the Most High God, so 
that when His Son, our Elder Bro- 
ther, shall again appear, he may have 
a place where he can lay his head, and 
not only spend a night or a day, but 
find a place of peace, that he may stay 
till he can say, 41 1 am satisfied, 1 1 

Brethren, shall the Son of Man be 
satisfied with our proceedings this day ? 
Shall he have a house on the earth 
which he can call his own ? Shall he 
have place where he can lay his head, 
and rest over night, and tarry as long 
as he pleases, and be satisfied and 
pleased with his accommodations ? 

These are questions for you to ans- 
wer. If you say yes, you have got to 
do the work, or it will not be done. 
We do not want any winners about 
this Temple. If you cannot com- 
mence cheerfully, and go through the 
labor of the whole building cheerfully, 
start for California, and the quicker 
the better. Make you a golden calf, 
and worship it. If your care for the 
ordinances of salvation, for yourselves, 
your living, and dead, is not first and 
foremost in your hearts, in your actions, 
and in everything you possess, go ! 
Pay your debts, if you have any, and 
go in peace, and prove to God and all 
His Saints that you are what you pro- 
fess to be, by your acts — a God of 
Gods, and know more than He that 
made you* 

But if you are what you profess to 


be, do your duty — stay with the Saints, 
pay your Tithing, and be prompt in 
paying, as you are in feeding your fa- 
mily ; and the Temple, of which we 
have now laid the South-east Corner 
Stone, will arise in beauty and gran- 
deur, in a manner and time which you 
have not hitherto known or contem- 
plated, ^ " 

The Saints of these valleys have 
grown in riches, and abundance of the 
comforts of life* in a manner hitherto 
unparalleled on the page of history, 
and if they will do by their Heavenly 
Father as He has done bv them, soon 
will this Temple be inclosed. But 
if you go in for a speculation with par- 
sers by, as many have hitherto done, 
you will not live to see the Topstone 
of this Temple laid ; and your labors 
and toils for yourselves and friends, 
dead and alive, will be worse than 
though you had had no existence. 

We dedicate this, the South-east 
Comer Stone of this Temple, to the 
Most High God. May it remain in 
peace till it has done its work, and 
until He who has inspired our hearts 
to fulfil the prophecies of His holy 
Prophets, that the House of the Lord 
should be reared in the " Tops of the 
Mountains," shall be satisfied, and sav # 
14 It is enough/' And may every tongue, 
pen, and weapon, that may rise against 
this or any other Corner Stone of 
this building, feel the wrath and 
scourging of an incensed God ! May 
sinners in Zton be afraid, and fearful 
ness surprise the hypocrite, from this 
hour* And may all who do not feel 
to say Amen, go speedily to that long 
night of rest from which no sleeper 
will awake, till roused by the trump of 
the Second Resurrection. 
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A PRAYER, 


J?y President Htber C. Kimhalt 9 Delivered on the South-East Corner Stone of the 
Temple at Great Salt Lake City, after the First Presidency and the Patriarch 
had laid the Stone, April 6, 1853. 


O God, the Eternal Father, in the 
name of thv Son Jesus Christ of Na- 
zareth, we ask thee to look upon us at 
this time in thy tender mercy. Thou 
foeholdest that thy servants, Brigham 
and his Council , have laid the Chief 
Corner Stone of a holy House, which 
we are about to erect unto thy name. 
We desire to do it with clean hands 
and pure hearts before thee, and be- 
fore thine holy angels. 

We thank thee that we are permit- 
ted to live in the flesh, and have a 
place upon thy footstool, and partake 
daily of the bounties thy hand bes- 
tows, for thou art our Father* and Je- 
bub Christ is our Elder Brother. 

Inasmuch, O Lord, as we desire to 
erect a House to thy name, that if it 
seemeth thee good to come and take 
up thine abode on the earth, thou 
mayest have a place to lay tby head, 
we pray thee to assist us to erect it in 
purity before thee, and the Heavenly 
hosts. 

We ask thee to help us so to con- 
duct ourselves, that all the holy Pro- 
phets, the angels of Heaven, with thee 
and thy Son, may he engaged contin- 
ually for our welfare, in the work of 
salvation and eternal lives. Bless us 
in this attempt to glorify thee. Bless 
this portion of the earth we dwell upon 
— even these valleys of the moun- 
tains, which we have consecrated unto 
thee. Cause them to bring forth the 
productions of the soil in rich abun- 
dance. Bless the seeds that are pla- 
ced therein by thy servants and hand* 
maidens. And inasmuch as they are 


disposed to do thy work, and erect a 
Temple to thy name, which is their 
fixed purpose and determination, let 
the heavens be gentle over them. 
May the earth be sanctified for their 
good, and the seeds they throw into it 
yield to them an hundred fold in re- 
turn. We pray thee to blet s such 
men and women — may the blessings 
of the Almighty richly attend them, 
and multiply them in their families, in 
their herds and flocks, in strength and 
in health, in nliation, and in eternal 

We also pray for those who do not 
feel favorably disposed to thy work — 
may thy blessings not attend them, 
but may they go backward and not 
forward, may they wither and not in- 
crease, and may the strength that they 
might have received, through their 
faithfulness to thy work, be multi- 
plied and divided amongst these thy 
servants, who are determined to keep 
thy commandments, and sanctify their 
affections unto thee, 

Look upon thy servant Brigham, 
Lord, and let thy Holy Spirit rest 
mightily upon him this day, and from 
henceforth. May he live to dictate 
the erection of thy house, see the Top- 
stone brought on with rejoicing, and 
administer the keys of salvation and 
eternal life unto his brethren therein. 
Bless his Council in common with 
him, may they live to a good old age, 
and glorify God in all their days ; may 
they never want for food and raiment, 
for fathers and mothers, for wives and 
children, and for the power of thy 
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Spirit to inspire them, and those thou i 
hast given them. 

Pour out thy Spirit upon thy ser- 
vants, the Twelve Apostles ; may thy 
power ahide upon them, to qualify 
them for the responsible calling unto 
which thou hast called them. Also, 
in connexion with them, let thy Spirit 
rest upon the Quorums of the Seven- 
ties, the High Priests, the Bishops, 
the High Council, the Elders, Priests, 
Teachers, and Deacons ; and upon 
every faithful member of thy Church 
in these valleys of the mountains , and 
in all the world. 

Now, God, we dedicate this 
Stone to thee. May this spot be holy, 
and all that pertain eth to it. And in- 
asmuch a3 there shall be an enemy, or 
a person that are evil disposed towards 
thy house, and they shall endeavor to 
lay snares for the feet of thy people, 
nmj they he caught in their own net, 
he overwhelmed in their own dilemma, 
and have no power nor influence in 
the least to hurt thy Saints from this 
time henceforth and for ever. May 
the power of the mighty God of Jacob 
fortify thy servants, enabling them to 
execute righteousness before thee the 
Lord our God. 


Hear us, O Lord, for we dedicate 
this, the South-east Corner Stone unto 
thee, praying that it may sleep in 
peace, be preserved from decay, for it 
is the Chief Corner Stone of the 
House we shall rear to thy name. 
May the same blessings attend the 
other three Corner Stones, and all the 
works thy servants shall set their 
hands to do, from this time henceforth 
and for ever. 

Bless the architect, the superinten- 
dent, the foremen of the various depart- 
ments, and all the laborers that shall 
raise a hand, or move a thing for the 
erection and perfection of this thine 
house; and provide for them, their 
wives, their children, and all that per- 
tains unto them, that they may want for 
no good or necessary thing, while they 
are engaged in thy service, and from 
this time henceforth and for ever, 

\Ye dedicate ourselves unto thee, 
with our wives, our children, our 
flocks, and our herds, with all the 
settlements and possessions that per- 
tain to thy people in these valleys of 
the mountains. And all the praise 
and the glory we will ascribe to the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost- Amen. 


PERSECUTIONS, POSITION, PROSPECTS, AND AGENCY OF THE SAINTS* 

An Oration by Bishop Edward Hunter t delivered on the South-West Corner Stone of the 
Temple* at Great Salt Lake City $ after the Presidencies of ike Aaronic Priesthood had 
laid the Stone, April G, 1853. 


Brethren and Friends — This, the 
South-west Corner Stone of this 
Temple, in Salt Lake Valley, and 
Utah Territory, has been laid by the 
Aaronic Priesthood, which is in con- 
nection with the Melchisedec Priest- 
hood forever— to connect those two 


Priesthoods to the building up of the 
kingdom of the last days, and exalt 
mankind on the earth, and in th 
presence of God, and prepare for the 
coming of Christ our Redeemer. 

The past, the present, and the fu- 
ture — our history, our destiny, recur 
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with redoubled force upon our minds, 
upon occasions like this. In honor 
to the great God we are here assem- 
bled. To the Valleys of the mountains 
we have been led by His Almighty 
power and watchful guidance. We 
have been delivered from our enemies, 
from our oppressors, by His unerring 
wisdom, and surpassing kindness, , 

Never before could the Saints look 
around, and behold so glorious, so 
prosperous a prospect before them, 
for the accomplishment of the enter- 
prise which we this day commence. 
Although peace may temporarily have 
smiled around, yet it was like the lone 
traveller, struggling to make his way 
through the scarcely incrustated lava, 
yet warm, amid the craters of the 
momentarily extinct volcano, which j 
has only ceased to pour forth its liquid 
fire, to gather renewed and increased 
energy, and again send forth its lurid 
flame, molten fury, and devastation, 
to all around. Thus has it ever been 
with this people — in the midst of ene- 
mies have they struggled to build up 
cities, wherein they might inhabit; 
erect temples unto the name of the 
God whom they serve, wherein to wor- 
ship, and receive their holy anoint- 
ings and endowments. But no sooner 
have they commenced, than have also 
commenced the bowlings of the myr- 
midons of Satan's kingdom, crying, 
as they did before Pilate, when they 
murdered the Saviour of the world, 
M Away with him ! away with him ! 
crucify him ! crucify him ! " And 
they have poured out their wrath — 
they have murdered the Saints, driven 
them from city to city, from land to ; 
land, dispossessed them of their in- i 
heritances, destroyed their cities, their 
temples, and slain their Prophets, 

As it was in the days of our Sa- 
viour and his Apostles, so has it been 
in our day. They have used every 
stratagem, every exertion to destroy , 
the Priesthood from the face of the 

earth, They were successful then — 
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will they be so now ? Will the au- 
thority of the holy and eternal Priest- 
hood of Almighty God, again be dri- 
ven from the face of the earth, the 
Prophets and Apostles all slain, and 
none left in possession of the living 
oracles of divine truth ? No ! no ! ! 
The might of Jehovah will preserve 
us* The Lord God will sustain us, 
and, if so be we should be scattered 
as hitherto, He will gather us in 
greater power, greater numbers, with 
increased ability to perform Ills work 
upon the earth. 

Let all people, sinners, mobocrats, 
and devils, learn from experience that 
persecution, plunder, robbery, rapine, 
murder, and expulsion from home and 
country, will not win. They bave 
effectually tried this plan, aud it has 
as effectually failed every time. Please 
take notice ! and devise some new 
scheme the next time, wherein you 
can feel some assurance, that you may 
possibly succeed, and we have the 
pleasure of not being plundered, mur- 
dered, and disfranchised in the sama 
old way. Tax your inventive genius 
for some broader scheme to destroy 
God's people from the face of the 
earth* 

Suppose you try the suggestion of 
our much esteemed, though distant, 
learned, very polite, -and unsolicited 
chronicler, Lieutenant Ghilttmon, "of 
letting as alone severely" But I will 
not make suggestions for you, having 
great confidence in your ability of 
changing your mode of operation. 
When your plans become so futile, 
weak, aud unavailing, as to become 
stale and uninteresting, I may suggest 
for you. In the meantime, let tho 
Saints remember the promise Presi- 
dent Young made them, upon the oc- 
casion of his breaking the ground for 
this temple, on the 14th of February 
last — " Not one of them, who had not 
been through the fiery ordeal, should 
lose the privilege, if he continued 

iaithful ; he shall not be a whit 
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hind the most exquisite Infliction of 
torture that any of the Saints have 
had to endure/ 1 If you are faithful, 
you shall have the promised blessing 
pertaining to those characters who be- 
came partakers of the sufferings of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

When we look around us, what do 
we behold ? We see the most 
unmistakable tokens of prosperity, 
peace, and plenty ; the self-evident 
fruits of high heaven's protecting care, 
industry, sobriety, and faith. What 
else do we behold : v Wickedness — 
the hydra-headed monster, apostacy, 
dares to lift his head ; thieves dare to 
prowl in our midst 

It seems, that no sooner can the 
Lord pour out His blessings upon His 
people, and /ion be favored for a 
season, than it becomes occasion for 
jsome to kick and flounder, turning 
their heel against that beneficent 
power unto whom they owe their 
being, their existence — who has fed 
then i, and nurtured them, and led 
them, like as He did the Saiuts of 
old, all the day long. 

What becomes the duty of the 
Saints under such circumstances? Do 
you realize that upon vourselves, in a 
great measure, depends your future 
prosperity, the prosperity of Zion*s 
cause, the extension and advancement 
of the cause of truth iu the world ? 
Do you consider that it is your duty 
to purify and sanctify your hearts be- 
fore God, to put evil far from you, to 
resist the allurements, temptations, 
and devices of Satan, and thus pano- 
plied in the bright armour of integri- 
ty, truth, and righteousness, with pure 
hearts, and clean hands, and arising 
in the strength, might, and majesty 
of the great Jehovah, put down ini- 
quity, yea, with an eagle eye, ferret it 
out, and with a strong arm, hush in 
eternal silence every ingrate spirit, 
*vho profanes, with his unholy pre- 
sence! the most holy place ; who tram- 
ples under his feet, as a thing of 


naught, those covenants, those most 
solemn obligations, which he has free* 
ly made ? So shall Israel put away 
iniquity from their midst, and obtain 
and retain the favor of the Lord of 
Hosts. 

Do you remember the history of 
the Gadiantons, as told in the Book 
of Mormon ? We are surrounded by 
their descendants. Those loathsome, 
effeminate specimens of humanity, 
which wo daily see in our midst, are 
their children, low, degraded, sunken, 
to the lowest depths of human exis- 
tence. We have our location amid 
their strongholds, where the ruins of 
their cities, towns, and fortifications 
are yet to be seen — they continue un- 
to this dav. Shall we, the Saints of 

if * 

the Most High God, who have been 
the special recipients of the oracles of 
life and salvation to this generation, 
to all generations to come, to even 
those who have preceded us — shall 
we, through supineness and neglect, 
permit a foundation to be laid in our 
midst, for the ultimate triumph of 
wickedness, apostacy, and every abom- 
ination which maketh desolate? I 
tell you, if wo do, we need go no far- 
ther in the progress of this work, for 
we shall most probably share the fate 
of those Gadiantons and their child- 
ren. Better, far better, would it be 
for us to stop, and, in the first place, 
sweep from our midst and from our 
borders, every vestige of unmitigated 
wickedness and sin. If we do not 
put it down, it will put us down. If 
wo do not, when we have the privi- 
lege, the opportunity, magnify our 
calling, fulfil our covenants, the Lord 
our God will withdraw His Spirit 
from our midst, as being unworthy 
and negligent servants. 

I am aware that the devil raves and 
grows angry when the Saints prepare 
to build a temple, I am aware that 
he rummages every nook and corner* 
to gain the ascendancy, seduce away, 
stir up strife, contention, and to hin~ 
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der the progress of the work ; he seeks 
to lull into a false security, the vigi- 
lance of the Saints ; to cool their ar- 
dor, check their efforts, and render ; 
them fruitless ; to cause them to neg- 
lect their duties, grow luke-warm and 
indifferent towards the cause of God. I 

Brethren, let me exhort you against 
these allurements, against this apathy 
—it will never do, it does not become 
the Latter-day Saints, whose work 
rolls upon them as fast as they are 
able to accomplish it. The Saints 
pray their Father in heaven to hasten 
His work, and roll it forth with ' 
mighty power. 

Do you not know that the heavens 
are ready to drop with blessings in 
store for the faithful Saints, if they 
were ready and able to receive them ? 
The Almighty God is ready to estab- j 
lish His kingdom upon the earth, in I 
power and majesty, if His people were 
ready to receive, were prepared to ad- j 
minister therein in holiness, purity^ 
and wisdom. j 

But are this people ready ? No ! ; 
tl^ey are not — their work is prepara- 
tory, and I am happy in behoving , 
that their progress is onward, that, 
they are advancing toward that unity, 
faith, and perfection, those good works | 
and Godlike attainments, which shall 
witness unto the Lord our God, that 
they are rapidly approximating to- 
wards that eventful period, when the 
Son of Man will appear in his tern- ! 
pie, to cheer the hearts of his people. | 

The heavens are propitious, and if 
we do right, the Lord oiir God will be 
our Mend, bless and prosper us in ; 
our endeavors to bring to pass this 
our preparatory work, We will build : 
a temple unto the name of the mighty 
God of Jacob, here in the wilderness 
of deserts, amid the forest of moun- 
tains, upon the foundation which we 
this day consecrate unto the Lord of 
Hosts. We will rear a superstructure 
wherein we can receive the ministra- , 
tions of angels and holy beings ; 
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wherein we can receive instructions,, 
and perform offices for the redemp- 
tion of our dead, receive keys for the 
resurrection of the Saints of God, 
wherein we can meet the spirits of 
just men made perfect, and again 
strike hands with the martyred Pro- 
phets, Joseph and Hyrum, and all 
those who have suffered and died for 
the testimony of Jesus. 

We ar& far more commodiourfy 
situated, far better prepared for this 
work, than ever before, as a people. 
We have a house wherein we can hold 
our Councils, a tabernacle wherein to 
worship, storehouses to contain the 
tithing of the people, and shops, and 
machinery in full operation. 

The wall around the Temple Block 
will soon secure those grounds from 
intrusion. We are comparatively freo 
from debt, everything seems favor- 
able for the rapid progress of this 
work. 

Brethren, it depends upon your ef- 
forts, your liberality, your faithfulness, 
whether its progress be slow or fast* 
We are now ready to bid the Saints 
" come lend us your aid — bring up to 
the Tithing House of the Lord, your 
tithings and your consecrations ; pay 
up what you owe, that our hands may 
be untied, and freed from our remain- 
ing indebtedness ; that the hearts of 
the public workmen may rejoice in 
the blessings and comforts of life,* 1 
Let your liberality be known by your 
works, and remember that it is your 
own work you are called upon to per- 
form, and one in which you have the 
deepest and most abiding interest. 

Bring forth the materials for build- 
ing — stone, lime, and sand ; lumber 
and timber ; the pine, the fix, and the 
cedar ; the iron and steel ; the silver, 
gold, and precious stones; to orna- 
ment, make beautiful and glorious the 
place of His presence, whose excel- 
lence surpasses the understanding of 
the children of men. Amen. 


By Bishop Alfred Cordon f Delivered on the Sotdh-West Corner Stone of the Temple 
at Great Salt Lake City, after the Presidencies of the Aaronic Priesthood had 
laid the Stone, April 6> 18f>3. 


O God, the Eternal Father, we 
thank thee that we are assembled 
here this morning, to lay the founda- 
tion of another Temple to thy name. 
We ask thee, in the name of Jesus 
Christ thy Son, to let thy blessing 
rest upon this, the South-west Cor- 
ner Stone, which has been laid by the 
Presiding Bishop of thy Church, and 
his Council. Also let thy power and 
strength rest upon thy servants who 
shall endeavor to build upon the 
same — may that spirit of unanimity 
and peace that pervades our bosoms 
this morning, rest upon those who 
shall labor upou this building ; may 
it also rest upon their wives and chil- 
dren, and extend itself throughout the 
length and breadth of this territory, 
and the whole world, that the honest 
in heart may rejoice, and thy Saints 
be filled with thanksgiving, with 
praise and adorations to thy great 
name, for the mercies thou art con- 
tinually extending unto them. 

Especially let thine Elders abroad, 
whose hearts are panting this day with 
joy and satisfaction, feei the force and 
influence of thy Spirit, that so richly 
rest upon us, that they may take com- 
fort and consolation. Let their lives 
bdtoreserved, that they may return, 
airabehold a building reared to thy 
name, and greatly rejoice and adore 
thee, God. May their way be open- 
ad, that they may move from nation 
to nation, from city to city, and from 
habitation to habitation. Let thine 
Angels go before them, and the secret 


agency of thy Holy Spirit touch tho 
hearts of the people for their good, 
that thy purposes may soon be accom- 
plished, that Israel may be gathered 
from the nations of the earth, that 
light and truth may spread itself, un- 
til all the honest in heart rejoice in 
the principles of freedom, and every 
band and yoke of the tyrant is snap- 
ped and broken asunder, and the 
knowledge and power of God shall 
cover the earth, as the waters cover 
the face of the great deep. 

We pray thee to let the petitions 
of thy servant, which were oflered up* 
on the Chief Corner Stone, be ans- 
wered upon the heads of this people, 
and may thy blessing and power rest 
upon him and his brethren, even the 
First Presidency of thy Church. May 
they be filled with the spirit of revela- 
tion continually, that thy Saints may 
flourish, thy kingdom prosper, and 
thy work roll forth under their guid- 
ance, that the day may soon coma 
when Zion shall be respected among 
the nations, and the Holy Priesthood 
be the only authority acknowledged, 
either at home or abroad, on the land 
or on the sea. 

Direct thy people in thy path, that 
they may be prepared for the accom- 
plishing of thy purposes. Let the 
Temple for which we are this day 
laying the Corner Stones, be reared 
to thy name, and the Top-stone bo 
brought on with shouts of rejoicing 
before thee. Let every person that 
shall put forth his hand to prevent 
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tills thing from being accomplished, 
sink into oblivion, and may his power 
wither like the gourd of Jonah, Let 
all those who put forth their hands to 
rear this House, or in any way assist 
in doing the same, be blessed abun- 
dantly in the blessings of heaven, and 
the blessings of earth. And may all 


things work together for the good of 
thy people in all time to come* 

We dedicate this Stone, and resign 
ourselves to thee, to use us according 
to thy. pleasure, praying thee to direct 
our course, and save us eternally in 
thy celestial Kingdom, in the name 
of Jesus Christ Amen. 


THE CHURCH BUILT ON A ROCK— EFFOKTS OF SATAN— THE 

PRIESTHOOD, 

An Oration by Eider John Yovng, Delivered on the North-West Corner Stone of the 
j Temple at Great Salt Lake City, after the Presidency of the High Priests' Qtiorum % 
i and the Presidency and the High Council of the State had laid the Stone, April 0, 
1853. 


Brethren and Sisters — I have not a 
written oration to read before you, but 
shall content myself with simply ex- 
pressing the feelings that pervade my 
breast on this interesting occasion. 
What I say, will conic at once from 
the fountain of my heart* 

I have one thing to say particularly 
— that this is the best day I ever saw 
in all my life. I realize that I am 
greatly blessed, in connection with my 
brethren and sisters of this Church, 
that I am permitted to live to see the 
present day, and to stand upon this 
rock, which is the North-west Corner 
Stone of a Temple that is to be built 
upon this ground, which Stone we 
have laid in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

I firmly believe that, as we stand 
upon this rock, so is the Church of 
Latter-day Saints founded upon the 
rock of eternal ages. My continual 
prayer and desire are, that we may 
live to see a Temple built to the name 
of the Most High God. I feel myself 
honored of G©d and my brethren, in 


having the opportunity of standing 
here to-day, in speaking, and realizing 
what I have, since I came on tha 
Temple ground. 

I hope we shall see the Cap-stone 
brought on with shouts of joy. I be- 
lieve we shall, if we remain faithful in 
the cause of truth. 

I very well know that, at the com- 
mencement of the Temples that have 
heretofore been built to the name of 
the Lord, by this people, the devil has 
always moved his artillery with greater 
! power and activity at that time. This 
is the foundation of the fourth Tem- 
ple that the Latter-day Saints have 
laid ; and I pray that we shall all feel 
nerved up with power to accomplish 
the great and glorious work which we 
are called to perform. £ 

For my own part, I am sensible ton 
I have not long to stay upon the earth, 
but I have a great desire to live in 
connection with my brethren, to see 
this Temple completed* I believe we 
shall, f 

My chief interest in living on the 
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earth is to see the work of the Lord 
prosper, and to assist all in my power 
to roll it forth ; and why I say this is 
the best day I ever saw upon the earth, 
is because the prospects for the ad* 
vancement of the kingdom of God 
are greater now than ever I saw them 
before in mv days, I have always, in 
all my life, been desirous to see the 
cause of the Lord prosper on the 
earth, but more especially so since I 
found a true Church founded by the 
Brophet of God. ! 

We have Prophets among us — a 
Seer and llevelator, and also Apostles 
of Jesus Christ, Do I not know that 
I am standing this day in the pre- 
sence of the greatest men that are to 
lie found upon the footstool of God ? 
My voice is now sounding in the ears 
of the greatest men that are this side 
of eternity, and I know it If I should 
Btand before all the kings, potentates, 
and princes of the earth, in one gene- 
ral assembly, the comparison would 
not begin to bear with the present 
occasion. They are men chosen by 
the people alone, and destitute of the I 


power of an eternal Priesthood, These 
are the mighty chieftains of Israel, 
called and appointed by the Lord of 
Hosts, clothed with salvation and eter- 
nal lives, and sent for a blessing to 
the faithful, 

I am thankful and happy, I have 
not language sufficient at my com- 
mand to express, in full, my feelings. 
If I did not make a written oration, 
it has fallen to my lot to make a few 
verbal remarks, I am proud to stand 
here with my brethren, and pray that 
the power of the Spirit of God may 
rest upon His people, that they may 
prosper exceedingly, and bud and 
blossom like a fruitful bough upon 
the mountains, 1 have felt, while 
these Stones were being laid, that the 
angels of God were round about us. 
And may a convoy of them continu- 
ally attend this holy spot, until all the 
things we desire to do for the glory of 
our Heavenly Father, and the ex- 
tension of His cause on earth, are 
accomplished, which is my prayer. 
Amen, 


PRATER 

By Elder George B, Wallace, Delivered on the North-West Comer Sioneof the Temple % 
at Great Salt Lake City> after the Presidency of the High Priests* Quorum, and the 
Presidency and the High Council of the Stake had laid the Stone, April 6, 1853. 


Righteous and merciful God, the 
Eternal Father, in the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth, we consecrate and dedi- 
cate this Stone unto thee, even the 
Is orth-west Corner Stone, which we 
have laid as part of the foundation of 
a Temple to be built unto thy great 
end holy name. We pray thee, 


God, to accept this offering from our 
hands ; and may thy peace and bles- 
sing be and abide here, that this spot 
of ground may be holy unto thee, and 
never be polluted by those who are 
unholy, or by any unclean thing. 

May this foundation be firm as the 
foundations of the everlasting lulls 


that cannot be moved, that the super- 
structure which shall be reared upon 
it may never be shaken, that the peo- 
ple may receive their blessings there- 
in, to qualify them to pass through 
the vale, into celestial happiness. 

We pray thee, Lord, to let thy i 
peace be upon those who labor upon | 
these works ; may their hearts be in* 
spired by the Holy Ghost, to realize 
that they are working to build a House 
to thy name, that immortal beings 
may come and administer in the ordi- 
nances of salvation, and teach thy ser- 
vants things that are beyond the vail, 
to prepare them to enter into that 
rest which is prepared and promised 
to thy Saints. We pray thee to ce- 
ment this Comer Stone in a bond of 
indissoluble union with the other 
three, that they may stand firm as the 
eternal Priesthood which has been 
given unto men, even thy servants, 
that never can be moved out of its 
place, but will stand, from this time 
henceforth and for ever. 

Bless the people that are congre- 
gated together this day ; may it be to 
them a day long to be remembered ; 
let thy Spirit prevail in their midst, 
and every heart be filled with unutter- 
able joy. Let the visions of eternity 


be opened unto them, that they may 
behold things new and precious, and 
rejoice in the holy principles of the 
Gospel of God, that has been brought 
to light in this dispensation, by the 
administration of angels to thy ser- 
vants, even in the latter days- 
Let our enemies be taken in their 
own snare, and fall into the pit they 
dig for thy people. Let confusion 
come upon them ; may they bo turned 
backward, and have no power from 
this time henceforth Mid forever, to 
prevail against the Saints and the 
Lord's anointed. Inspire the heart & 
of thy servants that are scattered 
abroad among the nations of tho 
earth, and upon the islands of thcs 
sea ; may their eyes be inclined to* 
wards us this day, and let their hearts 
be lifted up in joy and rejoicing be- 
fore thee. Strengthen them, and give 
j them great prosperity in their mis* 1 
sions, and return them with honoc 
to see the Cap stone of this Temple 
brought on with shouting grace unto 
I it. 

We now dedicate ourselves, our 
wives, our children, our flocks and 
herds, unto thee, O God the Eternal 
! Father, and pray thee to accept of us, 
in the name of Jesus Christ* Amen. 
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An Oration hy Elder Parley P. Pratt, Delivered on the North-East Corner Stone of 
the Temple at Great Salt Lake City, after the Twelve Apostles, the First Presi- 
dency of the Seventies, and the Presidency of the Elders 7 Quorum had laid the 

Stone, April C> 


"And when they shall say unto 
you, seek unto them that have fami- 
liar spirits, and unto wizards that 
peep and mutter ; should not a people 
seek uuto their God ? for the living 
to hear from the dead ? T1 

The foregoing text was copied by 
Nephi, from the Book of Isaiah, about 
six hundred years before Christ, and 
is now contained in the second Book 
of Nephi, chap. be. 

For the last few years the world 
has been disturbed very much by al- 
leged communications from the world 
of spirits. m Mesmerism," M Clair- 
voyance," " Spiritual Knockings," 
" Writing Mediums," &c, are said to 
be channels of communication between 
the living and tho dead. How often 
one meets with an invitation to seek 
to some "msdhm" — to some one 
" familiar witJi spirits," in order to 
hear from a deceased father, mother, 
husband, wife, or other relative or 
friend. 

On the other hand, these alleged 
communications from the spirit world 
are zealously opposed, on the ground 
that there is no such philosophy in 
nature ; that there can be no medium 
of communication between the living 
and those who have passed the vale of 
death ; and that, therefore, all alleged 
communications from that source must 
necessarily be false. 

It becomes the Saints to bo able on 
this, as on all other subjects, to judge 
correctly and understandingly, by 


their knowledge of the principles of 
true philosophy, and of the laws of 
God and nature. 

If on the one hand we admit tho 
principle of communication between 
the spirit world and our own, and 
yield ourselves to the unreserved or 
indiscriminate guidance of every spi- 

! ritual manifestation, we are liable to 
be led about by every wind of doc- 
trine, and by every kind of spirit 
which constitute the varieties of being 
and of thought in the spirit world. 
Demons, foul or unclean spirits, adul- 
terous or murderous spirits, those who 
love or make a lie, can communicate 
with beings in the flesh, as well as 
those who are more true and virtuous. 

Again — The spirits who are igno- 
rant, uncultivated, and who remain in 
error, can communicate through the 
same medium as those better in- 

I formed. 

To illustrate this subject, we will 
consider the telegraphic wire as a 
medium of communication between 
New York and Boston. 

Through tins medium a holy 
Prophet or Apostle could communi- 
cate the holy and sacred words of 
truth; while through the same, could 
be communicated words of truth in re- 
lation to news, business transaction?, 
the sciences, &c. ; and also every 
species of lie, error, imposition, fraud, 
&c. Hence, if the people of New 
York should submit to the guidance 
of beings in Boston, who communicate 
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with them by telegraph or other me- 
diums, they would be guided by a 
mixture of intelligence, truth, error, 
falsehood, Ac, in every conceivable 
variety. So with communications from 
the spirit world, if we once credit 
the philosophy or fact of an existing 
medium of communication- 

If, on the other hand, we deny the 
philosophy or the fact of spiritual com- 
munication between the living and 
those who have died, we deny the 
very fountain from which emanated 
the great truths or principles which 
were the foundation of both the an- 
cient and modern Church. ] 

Who communicated with Jesus and 
his disciples on the holy mount? 
Moses and Elias, from the invisible 
world. "Who bestowed upon the 
Apostles the commission to preach 
the Gospel to every creature in all 
the world? He that had passed 
the vale of death, and had dwelt in 
the spirit world, yea, he that had 
ascended far on high above the realms 
of death, and far beyond all the prin- 
cipalities and powers of the spirit 
world, and had entered, and been 
crowned, in the mansions of immortal 
flesh. 

Who communicated with the be- 
loved disciple on the Isle of Patmos, 
and revealed those sublime truths 
contained in his prophetic book ? He 
that liveth and was dead, through his 
angel, who declared to John — Behold, 
I am thy fellow* servant, and of thy 
brethren the Prophets, that have the 
testimony of Jesus* 

Who communicated with our great 
modern Prophet, and revealed 
through him as a medium, the ancient 
history of a hemisphere, and the re- 
cords of the ancient dead ? Moroni, 
who had lived upon the earth fourteen 
hundred years before. Who ordained 
Joseph the Prophet, and his fellow- 
servant, to the preparatory Priesthood, 
to baptize for remission of sins ? John 
the Baptist, who had been beheaded ! 
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Who ordained our first founders to 
the Apostleship, to hold the keys of 
the kingdom of God, in these the 
times of restoration ? Peter, James, 
and John, from the eternal world. 
Who instructed him in the mysteries 
of the Kingdom, and in all things 
pertaining to Priesthood, law, philo- 
sophy, sacred architecture, ordinances, 
seal i rigs, anointings, baptisms for the 
dead, and in the mysteries of the first, 
second, and third heavens, many of 
which are unlawful to utter? Angels 
and spirits from the eternal worlds, 
i Who revealed to him the plan of 
redemption, and of exaltation for the 
dead who had died without the Gospel? 
and the keys and preparations neces- 
sary for holy and perpetual converse 
with Jesus CImM. :md with the spirits 1 
of just men made perfect, and with 
the general assembly and Church of 
the first-born, in the holy of holies t 
Those from the dead ! 

Again — How do the Saints expect 
the necessary information by which to 
complete the ministrations for the 
salvation and exaltation of their friends 
. who have died ? ] 

By one holding the keys of the 
oracles of God, as a medium through 
which the living can hear from the 
l dead. ] 

Shall we, then, deny the principle, 1 
the philosophy, the fact of com muni- I 
cation between worlds ? No ! verily 
no! 1 

The spiritual philosophy of the pre- 
sent age was introduced to the modem 
world by Joseph Smith, The people 
of the United States abandoned him to 
martyrdom, and his followers to fire, and 
I sword, and plunder, and imprisonment, 
and final banishment to these far-off 
mountains and deserts, simply because 
a medium of communication with the 
invisible world had been found, 
whereby the living could hear from 
the dead. No sooner had the people 
and nation, thus guilty of innocent 
! blood, completed the banishment of 
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tlie Saints from their midst, than they 
begun to adopt some of the same 
principles of spiritual philosophy, 
although in a perverted sense of the 
word, 

Kditors, statesmen, philosophers, 
priests, and lawyers, as well as the com- 
mon people, hegau to advocate the 
principle of converse with the dead, 
by visions, divination, clairvoyance, 
knocking, and writing mediums, &a, 
&c. This spiritual philosophy of con- 
verse with the dead, once established 
by the labors, toils, sufferings, ami 
martyrdom of its modem founders, 
and now embraced by a large portion 
of the learned world, shows a triumph 
more rapid and complete — a victory 
more extensive, than has ever been 
achieved in the same length of time 
in our world. 

A quarter of a century since, an 
obscure boy and his few associates, in 
the western wilds of New York, com- 
menced to hold converse with the 
dead. Now, vision, new revelation, 
clairvoyance, mediums, oracles, &c,» 
are talked of and advocated as far as 
the modem press extends its influence, 
or steam its powers of locomotion. 

An important point is gained, a 
victory won, and a countless host of 
opposing powers vanquished, on one 
of the leading or fundamental truths 
of "Mormon*' philosophy, viz. — 
** That the living may heat from the 
dead:' 

But, notwithstanding these great 
victories of truth over error, igno- 
rance, and superstition, in certain 
points of spiritual philusophy, yet 
much remains to be done, ere pure, 
uncoutaminated truth will reign tri- 
umphant, and darkness and error sur- 
render their last stronghold on the 
earth. 

The fact of spiritual communica- 
tions being established, by which the 
living hear from the dead — being no 
longer a question of controversy with 
the well informed, we drop that point, 


and call attention to the means of 
discriminating or judging between the 
lawful and the unlawful mediums or 
channels of communication — between 
tho holy and impure, the truths and 
falsehoods, thus communicated. 

The words of the holy Prophet in 
our text, while they admit the princi- 
ple of the living hearing from the 
dead, openly rebuke, and sharply re- 
prove, persons for seeking to those 
who have familiar spirits, and to wiz- 
ards that peep and mutter, and remind 
us that a people should seek unto 
their God for the living to hear from 
the dead ! 

By what means, then, can a people 
seek unto their (iod, for such an im- 
portant blessing as to hear from the 
dead? ' 1 

And how shall we discriminate be- 
tween those who seek to Him, and those 
who seek the same by unlawful means? 

In the first place, no persons can 
successfully seek to God for this pri- 
vilege, unless they believe in direct 
revelation in modern times. 

Secondly, it is impossible for us to 
seek 1 1 i i u successfully, and remain in 
our sins. A thorough repentance and 
reformation of life are absolutely neces- 
sarv, if we would seek to Him* 

4 

Thirdly, Jesus Christ is the only 
name given under heaven, as a me- 
dium through which to approach to 
God. None, then, can be lawful me- 
diums, who are unbelievers in Jesutf 
Christ, or in modern revelation ; or 
who remain in their sins ; or who act 
in their own name, instead of the 
name appointed. 

And moreover, the Lord lias ap- 
pointed a Holy Priesthood on the 
earth, and in the heavens, and also in 
the world of spirits ; which Priesthood 
is after the order or similitude of His 
Son ; and has committed to this Priest- 
hood the keys of holy and divine reve- 
lation, and* of correspondence, or com- 
munication between angels, spirits, 
and men, and between all the holy de- 
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partments, principalities, and powers 
of His government in all worlds. 

And again — The Lord has ordain- 
ed that all the most holy things per- 
taining to the salvation of the dead, 
and all the most holy conversations 
and correspondence with God, angels, 
and spirits, shall be had only in the 
sanctuary of His holy Temple on the 
earth, when prepared for that purpose 
by His Saints ; and shall be receivedand 
administered by those who are ordained 
and sealed unto this power, to hold 
the keys of the sacred oracles of God, 
To this same principle the Prophets 
Isaiah and Micah bear testimony, 
Baying, that in the last days all nations 
shall go up to the house (or Temple) 
of the Lord, in order to be taught in 
His ways, and to walk in His paths ; 
for out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
Ac, Now it is evident that the people 
of all nations in the last days would be 
utterly unable to learn the ways of the 
Lord to perfection, in any other place 
except in a holy Temple erected 
among the mountains. For if the 
oracles, and most holy ordinances, and 
the keys or the mysteries, could be 
had elsewhere, or in any and every 
place, the people would never take the 
pains to resort to one house amid the 
mountains in order to learn of His 
ways, and to walk in His paths. 

It is, then, a matter of certainty, 
according to the things revealed to 
the ancient Prophets, and renewed 
unto us, that all the animal magnetic 
phenomena, all the trances and visions 
of clairvoyant states, all the pheno- 
mena of spiritual knockings, writing 
mediums, &c, are from impure, un- 
lawful, and unholy sources; and that 
those holy and chosen vessels which 
hold the keys of Priesthood in this 
world, in the spirit world, or in the 
world of resurrected beings, stand as 
far aloof from all these improper chan- 
nels, or unholy mediums,, of spiritual 
communication, as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, or as the mys- 


teries of the third heaven, which are 
unlawful to utter, differ from the 
jargon of sectarian ignorance and 
folly, or the divinations of foul spirits, 
abandoned wizards, magic-mongers, 
jugglers, and fortune-tellers. 

Ye Latter-day Saints ! Ye thousands 

Of 

of the hosts of Israel ! Ye are assem- 
bled here to day, and have laid these 
Corner Stones/ for the express pur- 
pose that the living might hear from 
the dead, and that we may prepare a 
holy sanctuary, where " the people may 
seek unto their God, for the living to 
hear from the dead" and that heaven 
and earth, and the world of spirits may 
commune together — that the kings, 
nobles, presidents, rulers, judges, 
priests, counsellors, and senators, 
which compose the general assembly 
of the Church of the first-born iir-all 
these differe nt spheres of temporal and 
spiritual existence, may f?it in grand 
Council, and held a Congress or court 
on the earth, to concert measu res for 
the overthrow of the " mystery of 
iniquity," the thrones of tyrants, the j 
sanctuaries of priestcraft and super- 
stition, and the reign of ignorance, 
sin, and death. ^ J 

Saints ! These victories will be 
achieved, and Jesus Christ and his 
Saints will subdue all opposing powers, 
and attain to universal empire in hea- 
ven and on earth, as sure as innocent 
blood was ever shed on Mount Calvary, 
or the official seal broken on the door 
of the tomb of the Son of God. This 
day's work, in, laying these Corner 
Stones for a Temple amid the moun 
tains, is one advancing step in the 
progress of the necessary preparations 
for these mighty revolutions, J 
Let Zion complete this Temple, let 
it be dedicated to, and accepted by, 
the Almighty, let it be preserved in 
holiness according to the laws of the 
Holy Priesthood, and Zion shall not 
want for a man to stand before the 
Lord, and to receive the oracles, aad 
administer in His holy sanctuary 


and to administer the keys of His go- 
vernment upon the earth, 

While sun, or moon, or stars shall shine, 
Or principalities endure. 

If the Saints accomplish these 
things, and fail not to keep the com- 
mandments of Jesus Christ and the 
counsels of his servants, the kingdoms 
of the world shall never prevail 
against them from this time forth and 
for ever. 

Bat remember, O ye Saints of the 
Most High ! remember that the enemy 
is on the alert, Thai old serpent and 
his angels, who have ruled this lower 
world, with few exceptions, for so 


many ages, will not tamely, and without 
a struggle, submit to have the king- 
dom, and seat of government, and 
sanctuary of our God, again erected 
on our planet, no more to be thrown 
down or subdued, till every square 
yard of the vast dominion shall be re- 
conquered by its rightful owners. 
No ! From the moment the ground 
was broken for this Temple, those in- 
spired by him [Satan] have com- 
menced to rage ; and he will continue 
to stir up his servants to anger 
against that which is good, but, if we 
are faithful, the victory is ours, in the 
name of Jesus Christ Amen. 


PRATER 

By President Orson Hyde, delivered on the North-East Corner Stone of the Temple 
at Great Salt Lake City, after the Twelve Apostles, the First Presidency of the 
Seventies, cmd the Presidency of the Elders* Quorum had laid the Stone, April 6, 
1853. 


Almighty Father — Thou who dwell- 
est in the heavens, and who sittest 
upon the throne of thy glory and 
power, we beseech thee to behold us, 
in great mercy, from thy celestial 
courts, and listen to our prayers which 
we this day offer to thee, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, thy Son. Although 
thou sit exalted m temples not made 
with hands, in the midst of the re- 
deemed and sanctified ones, yet deign 
thou to meet with us in our humble 
sphere, and, as we have laid, help 
thou us to dedicate unto thee, this 
Corner Stone of Z ion's earthly Tem- 
ple, that in her courts thy sons and 
•laughters may rejoice to meet their 
JjorcL 


Everlasting thanks are due to thee, 
O God of our salvation, for thy mani- 
fold blessings and mercies extended 
unto us — that since we have been 
compelled to flee to the valleys and 
caves of the mountains, and hide our- 
selves in thy secret chambers, from 
the face of the serpent or dragon of 
persecution, red with the blood of the 
Saints and martyrs of Jesus, thou bast 
caused the land to be fruitful — the 
wilderness and desert to rejoice and 
blossom as the rose. Known unto thee 
is the history of our career. Our 
merits and demerits have been open 
to thy view, and our wisdom and folly 
have not been hid from thine eyes. 
Thou bast comprehended our strength 
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and our weakness, our joys and our 
sorrows, and also our sufferings and 
persecutions for thy name's sake ; and 
the martyrdom of thy servants ! 

Remember us, Oh Lord, and let the 
radiance of thy favor, like the rain- 
bow of peace, encompass thy people 
while we sojourn here, and remain 
tenants at will in these frail bodies, 
the abodes of our spirits. And re- 
member, likewise, our enemies who, 
through cruel jealousy, and malicious 
intent, have compelled us to find 
homes in these distant regions, and in 
the more lonely grave, or wander as 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth, 
without an abiding city or resting 
place. Reward them according to 
their works, and let them eat the 
fruits of their own doings, inasmuch 
as they repent not. 

The Twelve Apostles of the Lat- 
ter-Days, to whom has been commit- 
ted the pleasing task to lay the North- 
east Corner Stone of this Temple, even 
the last Corner Stone of the building, are 
here convened to discharge their duty 
before thee, in the midst of the authori- 
ties of thy Church, and of the assembled 
thousands who are come to witness the 
Solemn ceremonies of the occasion. 

We, therefore, implore thy blessings 
upon our heads, on this lovely day, 
while the sun of heaven, on his an- 
nual visit to his northern dominions, 
is changing the very heart of nature, 
and lighting up her face with the 
smiles of welcome. The snows of the 
everlasting mountains are made to 
yield at his approach, and to flow 
down in crystal streams of living wa- 
ters, spreading life and verdure over 
all the plain. 

From the very hour that the ground 
was broken to prepare for this foun- 
dation, Satan has been more diligently 
engaged in stirring up the hearts of 
his children to hate the servants and 
people of our God. But, Lord, the 
work is thine, and thine arm is able 
to execute and defend it* 


We now, in the name of Jes 
Christ, our great High Priest an 
Lawgiver, dedicate and consecrate this 
Corner Stone unto thee, asking thai 
the walls to be reared upon this foun 
dation may steadily rise, by the per 
severing industry of thy people, under 
thy providential care and blessings, 
and the protecting and fostering arm 
of the Angel of thy presence. 

Whosoever, O Lord, shall bless and 
aid the building of this Temple, with 
their faith, goodwill, and means — 
with their silver and their gold, with 
their labor and toil, with their horses^ 
their cattle, their sheep, and their 
grain, or with any or all of their pro- 
ducts, necessaries, or availables — may 
they rise in wealth and influence, and 
in the confidence and favor of God 
and His servants ; and may the bless- 
ings of this Temple be extended unto 
them, whether they be Jews or Gen- 
tiles, bond or free, male or female. 
And whosoever shall attempt to hin- 
der, oppose, or obstruct the progress 
of this building, or that shall hate or 
blaspheme the same, or that shall, in 
any way or manner, knowingly, wil- 
fully, or intentionally destroy, injure* 
mar, or deface any part or portion of 
the work, let such not only be power- 
less, and clothed with shame, disgrace, 
and condemnation, but receive the j 
very same kind of treatment in their 1 
own persons, in the course of thy pro- 
vidences, as they may manifest or de- 
sire to manifest towards this edifice,^ 

Hasten thou the period, O Lor J, 
when this thine House, in the midst 
of the mountains, shall receive the 
Top-stone with the shouts of gladness, 
and be completed, and nations flow 
unto it — when many people shall say, 
m Come ye, and let us go up to the 1 
mountain of the Lord, to the h3use 
of the God of Jacob ; and he ,will 
teach us of his ways, and we trill 
walk in his paths : for out of Zion 
shall go forth the law," hiaking *mam- 
fest every false and delusive spirit, 


©very true principle, and also the 
errors that have involved nations in 
broils and contentions, in strife, in 
darkness, and in sin ; and that will 
remove the vail of the covering that 
has been east over all people ; and the 
Gentiles shall come to the light of 
Zion. and kings to the brightness of 
her rising. Iloll on the hour, Eternal 
Parent, when the intelligence and 
knowledge obtained by thy servants, 
on this consecrated spot, shall prove a 
beacon light to the nations who are 
floating on the sea of time in a dark, 
cloudy day, 

, O God of our fathers Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, overrule, we pray 
thee, every act and movement of the 
power of the world, to further the in- 
terests of the Itedeemer a kingdom, 
and to prepare the way for his trium- 
phant reign on earth. Bless every 
honest-hearted ruler in the govern- 
ments and kingdoms of men, mid, 
though they may be ignorant of thy 
purposes and designs, yet make them 
the agents to bring about and accom- 
plish 'the very intentions formed in 
thy bosom, and decreed in thine heart. 

Holy Father, bless, we pray thee, 
the Presidency of this thy Church, 


and prolong their days, that wo may 
long enjoy their counsels, and avail 
ourselves of their wisdom. Remem- 
ber the Twelve Apostles also, with 
the Presidents of the Seventies, who 
now call upon thy name with our 
voices. May none of us ever fall by 
transgression, or bring dishonor upon 
thy cause, or a stain upon our reputa- 
tion. But preserve us in thy fear, in 
the light of truth, in the favor of our 
God, in the confidence of one another, 
in the estimation of our superiors, 
and in the fiivor of the just. 

As we have laid and dedicated this 
Corner Stone, with our best wishes, 
most lively hopes, and unshaken faith 
that the building may be speedily 
erected and finished, we ask thee that 
we may become pillars in thy spiritual 
Temple, and go no more out, but sus- 
tain and uphold, in connexion with 
all the faithful, the grand superstruc* 
turo and edifice reared by infinite 
wisdom, power, and goodness, in which 
to gather, in thine own due time* 
every son and daughter of Adam's 
fallen race. And to God and the 
Lamb be ascribed everlasting honors, 
praise, dominion, and glory, both now 
and for ever. Amen, 
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DEBTORS TO THE PERPETUAL EMIGRATING FUND, 

An Address by President Brigham Young, Delivered in the Tabernacle^ Great Salt Late 

City, October C, 1854, 


It is rather late in the morning to 
offer a lengthy discourse upon any 
particular subject; but I will give a 
text for others. 

Unless we continue our Conference 
after the first day of the week, we 
•hall not have time to instruct the 

No. 4.] 


people as fully as we should like to ; 
but we will endeavor to do what we 
feel to be our duty in this matter, 

I more particularly wish those who 
have lately come into this place, to 
consider the teachings that may be 
given upon the text. The greater 
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part of those who have come across II 
the plains this season, will no doubt 
attend this Conference ; though, per- 
haps, a few of them may he necessarily 
ahsent, and a few have gone to other 
settlements. 

I will comprise the text in a few 
words, though not exactly as it reads 
in the Bible, and will put it in the 
form of a question. My brethren, 
you who have been helped to this 
place by the Perpetual Emigrating 
Fund — Will you do to your brethren 
m yon would have 9 or wish, them to da 
hy you in lilte circumstances t 

Can you call to mind the time, 
when you have seen others emigrating 
to America — being helped away from 
poverty and distress? Can you recol- 
lect the days and weeks when at work, 
when walking abroad, and when at 
meetings, that your hearts have been 
full, and lifted to the Lord, in earnest 
supplication, to incline the hearts of 
jour brethren in Zion to put forth 
their hands, and help you away from 
that country where hundreds and 
thousands are turned out of employ- 
ment, in consequence of their embra- 
cing the Gospel — thus depriving them 
of labor, and consequently the neces- 
sary food for themselves and families ? 

Can you who have arrived here this 
fall, or who arrived one, two, and 
three years ago, think how you felt 
when you heard that a company was 
established, and means were being 
provided, to help the poor to this place? 
If you can, call to mind now the feel- 
ings you had then, and ask yourselves 
if you are willing to do to your breth- 
ren who are now in that country, as 
you wished to be done unto by those 
who emigrated before you ; or whether 
you will do as many have done after 
they have arrived here. 

Many brought here in former years 
by the Perpetual Emigrating Fund 
have wanted the highest wages for 
their labor, when they could not do 
half the amount of work that a man 


can do who has been here a few years. 
They have wanted to make themselves 
rich, or at least very comfortable, be- 
fore they could think of paying their 
passage here. They must have a good 
house, and a fine garden ; and by the 
time they have got that, they think 
they really need a farm* 

They will say to themselves, ■< I 
must raise grain, for it is becoming 
dear, and there will be a high-priced 
market opened here for it by and bye ; 
grain is going to be in good demand, 
and I must have a farm ; I must get 
poles to fence it; I must have my 
oxen ; and I shall not pay what I owe 
the Perpetual Emigrating Fund yet, 
I want, at least, time to fence my 
farm, and I want so many cows that 
I can have a dairy, for butter and meat 
will be very scarce. And by the time 
; -I have got me a farm and a dairy, I 
must have a carriage to ride to my 
farm to see how my servants are get* 
i ting on ; and I must have horses,** 
&c. f &c. 

i With a very few exceptions, no 
man - has put forth his hand to pay the 
debts he owes the P. E. Fund. 

I now ask you if you are willing to 
do what you have wanted others to do 
by you ? Let the first thing you at- 
tend to be to pay the debt you owe 
the Fuud. Do you say, " Well, shall 
, we not get us a house ? " No ; live 
in your tents, or go into the woods, 
, and bring down bushes and make 
bough houses as the Indians do, and 
say you will be satisfied with that un- 
I til you have paid the debt you owe tlie 
poor. You do not owe it to me, nor 
to these my brethren ; we have plenty. 
We have houses ; we have enough to 
sustain ourselves. You do not owe it 
to any individual here, but you owe it 
to the poor who wish to come here ; 
the debt is due to them alone. If 
you refuse to do this, would you not 
shut up the bowels of your compassion 
against the poor ? 
Be careful, brethren, that your eyes 
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follow not after the riches of this 
world, to last after tliem ; I say, he 
careful* that you do not want a cow, 
and then another, and another, and 
another : that vou do not want a car- 
ria^e, and then another, and so on, 
before paying your debt to the Fund, 
And if you are not careful, you will 
nover be satisfied with earthly posses- 
sions, worlds without end. 

I would like about six^ discourses 
preached upon this text, each about 
six hours long, if we bad time, to see 
if we could remove the scales from the 
eyes of the people, and stir them up 
to faithfulness in keeping their cove- 
mints, and doing to others as they 
would have others do to them. 

If any of the brethren are disposed, 
they can go into mathematical demon- 
strations on this subject; and can 
iihow to the congregation what the 
Fund would probably be another year, 
if all were faithful in paying back 
what they have received from it. If 
I were to guess, without entering into 
an examination of the books, I should 
judge that we would have between one 
ami two hundred thousand dollars, 
with which to bring the poor to this 
place next season. 

The Perpetual Emigrating Fund is 
a business transaction that increases ; 
it is bound to increase, if men and 
women will be faithful to pay what 
they owe. The question may be asked, 
" Do you want the people to pay when 
they are suffering?" There is no 
such thing as suffering here. Is there 
a man, woman or child in this terri- 
tory who cannot get what is necessary 
for them to eat* without being forced 
to the necessity of stealing it? Is 
there a house in this city, or territory, 
that will refuse a hungry persou a 
meal of victuals, when he has not been 
here long enough to earn his food? 
livery person acquainted with the cir- 
cuinsUtuoes and disposition of the peo- 
ple hero will say tfc No, there is not a 
family that would not impart to their 


brethren and sisters, to the passing 
stranger, and even to an enemy, to 
feed them." 

Again, how many invalids can you 
find here, or people who cannot do 
enough to maintain themselves ? Very 

Four years ago we commenced to 
lay our plans to sustain the poor, and 
take care of those who could not take 
care of themselves. We provided 
sixteen houses on one farm which we 
purchased, and had men selected to 
take care of those who could not sus- 
tain themselves ; but there has not 
been a man or woman, a widowed lady 
or an orphan child who was old enough 
to speak for himself, that has been 
willing to occupy one of these houses, 

. go to a farm, or live in a house that 
we purchased for them. They say, 
M We do not want to live there, for it 
was purchased for the poor." We 
have never found a family that would 
acknowledge themselves so destitute 
as to live in a house we bought for 
the accommodation of the poor. * k But, M 
say they, u if you will purchase a 
house for us close to the Tabernacle, 
we will live in it." 

For the last four years, we have 
fed, on an average, six hundred peo- 
ple, who come to the Tithing Office, 
and who never givo us a dime for it : 
and yet they will !*ot acknowledge 

! themselves poor. There are also hun- 
dreds of persons in this city, and in 
other cities in the territory, who re- 
quire the Hi -imps to help them, when 
at the same time they are able to 
drive a pretty good team, and occupy 
as good a house as I live in, and are 
able to have a good garden, and quite 
a farm. Yet they will go to the 
Bishops, and Fay, 11 Will you let me 
have a yoke of oxen?" or, "I wish, 
Bishop, you would let me have those 
horses ; I do not know when I can 
pay you for them ; I am poor ;" or, 
44 Will you let me have that carriage 

1 that has been put in on tithing ? I 


do not know when I shall pay you for 
it ; I have raised consul era ble wheat, 
but I want to get a quantity of cloth- 
ing with that for my family this year ; 
let rae have the carriage anyhow, and 
I do not want you to ask me for the 
pay, or say any tiling about it." Still we 
cannot find one family to acknowledge 
they are sustained by the Church, and 
own the name of being poor — who can- 
not sustain themselves. We have the j 
proof on hand for this. 

There is much said in the Bible 
with regard to the rich. In one place 
it is said, " It is hard for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of heaven ; M 
but '* blessed arc the poor, for they 
shall inherit," &c. Can you under- 
stand what the Lord mem us by these 
sayings, and others, by His Prophets 
and Apostles, touching the poor? He 
means simply this, " Those who have 
the good things of this world, and 
will put them to use in building up 
the kingdom of God on earth ; will 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
and do good with them ; they are my 
people, saith the Lord/* 

But let mo tell you, poor men, or 
poor women, who have nothing, and 
covet that which is not their own, are 
just as wicked in their hearts, as the 
miserly man who hoards up his gold 
and silver, and will not put it out to 
use. I wish the poor to' understand, 
and act as they would wish others to 
act towards them in like circumstan- 
ces. 

Let the brethren and sisters who 
have come in this season, as quick as 
the Lord puts anything in their pos- 
session, first pay the debts they owe 
the poor in foreign countries. They 
do not owe it here ; it is merely paid 
into the treasury here, from which it 
is appropriated to bring the poor Saints 
of other countries to this place* You 
owe it to people that cannot help 
themselves ; to those who may travel 
hundreds of miles, and apply to every 
mechanic's shop or factory for em- 


ployment, to get a penny to buy a loaf 
of bread, and to no avail, 

The Americans do not understand 
this ; they have seen hard times it is 
! true, but they never saw people as 
j poor as they are in Europe. In the 
eastern countries of America, there arc 
thousands who have hard fare, but they 
can get food in away the poor of the old 
countries cannot- You who have come 
from ther<^ know what it is ; it has 
; been before your eyes all your lifetime. 
If the poor there are found asking 
for a meal of victuals, or soliciting the 
least help in the streets as vagrants, 
they are reported to the police ; and 
! what is next ? They are taken and 
j put into the house of correction, and 
made to work on the tread-mill, and 
there, by their own weight, made to 
. turn machinery constructed to grind 
sand and other substances. In these 
circumstances thousands of them die 
yearly. It is against the law in that 
country for them to be found begging, 
and in some places, if they are found 
begging a thud time, they are put in 
the stocks. 

)f As many of you may not know 
what the stocks are, I will try to de- 
scribe them. You will see, by the 
side of the most public thoroughfares, 
or in the public marketplaces, two 

' posts sunk firmly in the ground ; 

l from post to post there is n thick block 
of wood let into them and pinned fast ; 
there is also another block above the 

j first one, that is made to slide down 

j upon it, where it can be made fast ; 
there is a half circle made in each 
block, which, when they come toge- 
ther, form a round hole. In this hole 
the vagrant is made fast by the neck. 
The upper block is raised, be is made 
to put his neck between, it is then 
slid down, and made fast ; and there 
they leave him, where he is obliged 
to stay as long as the officer is disposed 
to keep him. 

Do you see any such things in any 
part of America? The brethren and 
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sisters who liave come from the old 
country will tell you that they have 
seen hundreds and thousands of men, 


women, and child 


Lssiucf through 


the streets in that country, bowefli 
down with hunger, and their faces 
pale as death, leaning perhaps upon a 
little stick they use for a walking cane, 
and passing slowly along to see if any 


dd 


3 a 


without asking for it 
Are any of our bsetl 


tiethi 


jere, 


Woe to those who profess to be 
Saints and are not honest. Only bo 
honest with yourselves, and you will 
be honest to the brethren. I want 
the -brethren preached to upon this 
subject, and if thev do not remember 
the instructions given, the sin will lie 
at their doors, and not at ours. £ ' - 'f 
It is not for men to rise in this 
stand and tell what will be in the 
Millennium, and what will be after 
Millennium. That which pertains 
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This text I want pi 
this Conference, and how many more 
will be preached upon I do not know. 
I want the brethren win have come 
here this season, to do their duty. 

Little occurrences may be told with 
regard to the gathering of the Saints, 


men or 


a nut in 
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to these 


Fo r in 

a few pounds to bring tt 
v Lille vs, and the Perpetual Emigrating 
Fund pays the rest. When they get 
on the plains, the wagons break down. 
They begin to weigh up, and find a 
few hundred pounds over weight; they 
destroy their large boxes, or leave them 
on the plains ; and in the operation 
find silks and satins that would twice 
pay their passage. After they arrive 
here, boxes of English goods are taken 
away from the camping ground, which 
have been smuggled here in the Fund 
train . 


ler their course 
before each other, and before the 
Lord ; that they rc*ay be justified, and 
have the Spirit of the Lord with them 
inually. This is our Gospel, it is 
saltation* You need to be in- 


con 
our 
stn 


d with reaard to tl 


of 


every day dutv one towards another ; 
and when you know how to be a Saint 
lo day, you are in a fair way to know 
how to be a Saint to-morrow. And 
if you can continue to be a Saint to- 
rby, vou can through the week, and 
through the year, and you can fill up 
your whole life in performing the duty 
and labor of a Saint. 


This is our r 


, and the Gospel 


of salvation, and is the salvation held 


en 


out m the discourses we have l 
blessed with this morning ; and T wish 
you to treasure them up, and profit 
Wthem. v.W; m 


I now requ 
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every Branch, and tho Bishops ami 
their Counsellors throughout Utah, to 
hunt up those who are indebted to the 
Perpetual Emigrating Fund, and as 
fast as possible, collect their dues in 
available means, and forward the same 
to my oflice, even should you have to 
plan for them, or set them to work, 
that the Fund may increase, and tha 
poor be delivered from oppression. 

And I pray the Lord to bless our 
efforts for the accomplishment of this 
and every other good work, in th* 
name of Jesus Christ. Amen, 


JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES* 


THE PERPETUAL EMIGRATING FUND — EMIGRATION OF THE SAINTS 

AND THE NATIONS, 

A Discourse by Eider Orson Pratt, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lah€ 

City, Octobtr 7, 1854. 


We will bring up the subject upon 
-which others have spoken, and that 
which more immediately concerns us, 
viz. : the Perpetual Emigrating Fund. 
What is it ? For what was it estab- 
lished ? What are your duties in re- 
gard to this Fund, and in relation to 
your fellow-beings, your brethren and 
sisters, and their families that are 
scattered abroad in the midst of those 
wretched, wicked, and abominable | 
governments ? 

We have already been informed, 
and taught from this stand, by those 
who are filled with the Holy Ghost, 
by those who are filled with the in- 
spiration of the Almighty, setting 
forth the necessity and importance of 
being awake in regard to the condition 
of the Saints that are scattered abroad. 
We are apt to forget the things we 
ought to do, though they are told to 
us in plainness. We think in our 
hearts — 11 Well, we will go and do as 
we have been told ; it looks beautiful 
and very consistent ; it seems to be 
the very law by which we should be 
governed ; and when we go from this 
Conference, we will make all the ne- 
cessary arrangements to fulfil and 
comply with this law, and hearken to 
the counsels and instructions that 
have been given ; " but straightway, 
as you go out of the Tabernacle, and 
get out of the voice of the servants of 
God, the devil comes along, and be- 
gins to whisper in your ears, and tells 
you to be a little selfish, saying, " Look 
out more for yourselves, for your 


wives, and for your children; they 
may go hungry, they may want food, 
and houses, and ten thousand other 
things, and unless you put forth your 
hands, and exert your energies to 
provide for them, they may be brought 
into great suffering ; and again, per- 
haps there may be some great trials 
a-head of tho Saints, there may be 
pinching times ; it would be well for 
you to look out a little, and be pre- 
pared against these times of trial," 
Jtc. And thus the good word that is 
sown in your hearts by the Holy Spi- 
rit begins to be caught away, one prin- 
ciple after another, until finally sel 
ilshness has full control over your 
movements, and it is the last thing 
you think of to do unto others as you 
would have others do unto you un- 
der the same circumstances. 

The Lord is going to gather HJs 
Saints, and we are already gathered, 
a great host of us, into this territory ; 
but let mo tell you this is hardly a 
beginning ; many nations are yet to 
be gathered unto the name of the 
Lord of Hosts, unto Mount Zion, 
where they can be taught in the ways 
of the Lord, and be instructed to walk 
in His patlis, and understand the 
principles of true government, and 
their duties toward - one another, and 
towards the God whom they profess 
to worship and serve. Nations, not 
a few, are to be gathered, and to go 
up for that purpose. 

This is just laying the foundation ; 
it is a little nucleus, and a few thou- 
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sands are gathering to it year after 
year ; but the work that is now com- 
menced will increase, and continue to 
increase, like the stone that was hewu 
out of the mountain. In the first 
place, the stone taken out of the moun- 
tain is much smaller than the moun- 
tain, but finally it increases to that 
magnitude that it begins to be a great 
mountain, not merely to fill one small 
territory, but as Daniel said, t£ it be- 
came a great mountain aud filled the 
whole earth/* 

Very well, then, the Saints are to 
be gathered, and they are to come not 
only by thousands, but tens of thou- 
sands, scores of thousands, and hun- 
dreds of thousands are to be assem- 
bled from among the nations. How 
is this to be brought about ? Through 
the servants of the living God, This 
is what the Lord told us before one 
Saint was gathered. In a revelation, 
given in the presence of six Elders, 
in Sept, 1830, the Lord says, " Ye 
are called to bring to pass the gather- 
ing of mine elect, for mine elect hear 
my voice and harden not their hearts, 
wherefore the decree hath gone forth 
from the Father, that they shall be 
gathered in unto one place upon the 
face of this land." 

That is the decree that has gone 
forth ; it is ordained in the heavens, 
and it will come to pass. As the 
Saints have already been gathered 
here unto this territory, even so will 
it continue to be fulfilled until the 
last of the elect of God are assembled 
from the four corners of the earth. 

The servants of God are the ones 
that are called to bring to pass this 
work, says the revelation. In obe- 
dience to this declaration, and in ful- 
filment of this prophecy, the Holy 
Ghost wrought upon the heart of our 
President, to establish a fund — a Per- 
petual Emigrating Fund, to bring 
about this great work; he laid the 
foundation of it ; he proposed it to 
the people, and explained the nature 


of it — how it was to be used, how it 
was to be controlled, and how it should 
be made lasting and perpetual in its 
nature, to accomplish the design of 
tho Almighty in gathering His elect 
from the four winds of heaven* Shall 
we, then, as Saints of the Most High, 
come here and sit down in our 
fine habitations, and upon our farms 
and inheritances, and let this great 
work of the last days come to naught 
through our carelessness and indi tier- 
en ce ? No, brethren ; let it not be 
recorded in the archives of the eter- 
nal world that we will thus do, when 
our brethren have stretched out their 
hands to help us to this place. Let 
not the news fly to eternal worlds that 
we are not willing to do to our breth- 
ren scattered abroad, as they have 
been willing to do to us, when we 
were in a scattered condition. 

I do not know what more can be 
said, than what other speakers have 
already said upon this subject. Our 
President said he would be glad to 
have some six discourses, each six 
hours long, preached to the people 
upon the subject of doing their duty 
unto others in regard to this Fund, 
And I have no doubt he included 
every other duty between man and 
man, so far as it could be done in that 
short period of time, for thirty.six 
hours would not begin to be time 
enough for a man to tell the people 
all their duties. Many people think 
that all the duties of man are record- 
ed in the Bible ; that idea is held by 
many of the sectarian world ; they 
think this book contains all the du- 
ties in regard to the relationships be 
tween man and man, and that it is a 
sufficient rule of faith and practice, 
and enough to govern them in all their 
dealings with each other, and in their 
duties towards their God. 

Let me tell you, if any one man s 
duties (if he lived to be an old man) 
were clearly written, and foretold be- 
fore he was born, it would take a 


larger volume than the Bible to con- 
tain them all ; and when we consider 
the thousands and millions of human 
beings that are on the earth now, and 
the millions that have dropped into 
their graves in ages past, it is absurd 
to suppose that one such volume could 
point out all their duties, even if they 
all could have been foretold by the 
spirit of prophecy. 

For instance, the duties of to-day, 
if written, would require something 
like one page ; and as every day s 
duties would be different the one from 
the other, it would require three hun- 
dred and sixty -five pages in one year, 
which in seventy years would amount 
to upwards of twenty- five thousand 
pages, which would have to be recorded 
to point out the duties of one indivi- 
dual towards his fellow-man. Think 
not, then, that six discourses each, only 
six hours long, could make known to 
you the whole of your duties towards 
each other through life. 

This is reason why the Lord has 
appointed, a living Priesthood on the 
earth ; why He has sent down the 
Holy Ghost frotn heaven, why it en- 
ters the heart of miin, and inspires 
him with knowledge and information 
concerning his own duties, and the 
duties of others also, that he may im- 
part to them, week after week, ;md 
from one meeting to another, in pub- 
lic and in private, before large assem- 
blies and in the family circle, every 
principle and duty that is necessary 
to be known ; that his family, his 
wives and his children, and the Church 
of God at large may be taught by the 
HolyGhos t — the Comforter that guides 
into all truth ; it is that power that in- 
structs men in regard to all their duties- 
Then let not the immigrants — the 
Saints that have come into this ter- 
ritory in former years, as well as those 
who have come here the present year, 
he asleep upon this subject, but awake 
from a deep sleep. You know what 
the parable says, on the subject of the 


kingdom of God in the last days, com- 
paring it to ten virgins, that took their 
lamps and went forth to meet the 
bridegroom* They did not stay abroad 
among the nations. " Then" says 
Jesus T 41 the kingdom of heaven shall 
be likened unto ten virgins/' Not 
the kingdom he built up in his own 
day, and in the days of his Apostles, 
who were with him in the flesh ; but 
"then;** having reference to what 
was previously spoken in the foregoing 
verses, concerning his second coming 
in the clouds of heaven in power and 
great glory. Then shall the kingdom 
of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, 
who took their lamps, and went forth 
from among the nations ; some took 
oil in their lamps, and some did noV 
but let their lamps go out, only having 
barely lighted up their wicks a little, 
which contained no oil to feed the 
flame; and Ihey all slumbered and 
slept ; but by and bye, about midnight, 
when they were all in a sound slum- 
ber, a cry is heard, " Behold the bride- 
groom cometh, go ye out to meet him/* 
That waked them all up. 

Now it would be much better for 
us to wake up before the midnight 
cry is sounded in our ears. We ga- 
thered here and brought lamps with 
us, have we got oil in them ? Are we 
doing the things God requires at our 
hands? Are we doing unto others 
that we would have others do to us 
I under the same circumstances? If 
you want to know just precisely your 
duties towards your fellow-man, al- 
ways ask yourselves this question — 
tfc If I were placed in that man's or in 
that woman's condition, how should I 
desire that they should do unto me ?'* 
And whatsoever you would have men 
do to you, do ye even the same to 
them. We can always tell what we 
should do by changing circumstances 
and places ; by placing ourselves in 
others circumstances, we can see what 
we would wish them to do to us under 
those circumstances, and thus find 
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out what we should do for those in 
that condition. 

What does the Lord intend to do ? 
He is introducing a new dispensation, 
yet it is the Gospel dispensation, the 
game as all other dispensations ; the 
Gospel is included in this new dispen- 
sation. The Lord intends to do a 
great many things in this dispensa- 
tion He never did in former ones; 
and a great many things that were in 
former ones will eventually be done 
away in this new one* What is to be 
done away? A great many things 
Jesus taught on the Mount will ac- 
tually have to be done away in this 
new dispensation. A great many 
things were given to meet the circum- 
stances of the people, that when they 
all become righteous many of those 
laws and regulations that were given to 
the in in an imperfect state will vanish 
away; they will he of no use; they 
are like the platform erected around 
an edifice, which serves a good pur- 
pose for the time being, but when the 
edifice is completed, the platform is 
taken away. 

We are told a great deal about the 
poor in former dispensation* ; how 
to deal with them, and the laws that 
were given to regulate mankind in 
dealing their alms to them- Will this 
always be the case ? No, but the time 
will come when there will be no poor. 
The object of this last dispensation is 
to make the people one as the Father 
and the Son are one, or as the Book 
of Doctrine and Covenants says, to 
make thera "efjual in earthly things, 
that they may be made equal in hea- 
venly things/' 

To bring about this object, and do 
away with poverty, and make all the 
people rich, the Lord has introduced 
laws, and rulers, and governors, to 
teach us our duty while poverty reigns 
iu the world. If you think it hard to 
pay back a just and honest debt to the 
Perpetual Emigrating Fund, what will 
you think when the pure laws of God 


are introduced, and you are required 
by His law to pay over every farthing 
jou have in the world ! not only to 
pay your just and honest dues to the 
Perpetual Emigrating Fund, but to 
pay everything in your possession. 
If you cannot deal justly in relation 
to these small accounts, how is it to 
be expected you will perforin the pure 
law of God — the law of consecration? 
I tell you, we have got to begin and 
attend faithfully to these small things, 
But when we are first born into His 
kingdom we cannot run alone ; we are 
not able to prance, and trot, and caper 
ubout ; He has therefore ordained cer- 
tain helps, and governments, and laws 
to govern us while we are in the creep- 
ing state, and trying to advance into 
a more perfect order of things* This 
Perpetual Emigrating Fund is one of 
those helps, ordained to assist us in 
our imperfect and weak state : by and 
bye, when the full law of God comes 
in force, these helps can then be dis- 
pensed with. When that will be, I 
do not know, but I have an idea that 
it will not be until we get back to 
Jackson County, for the Lord has told 
us, in one revelation, in substance as 
follows — M Let these laws 1 have given 
concerning my people in Jackson 
County he ful tilled after the redemp- 
tion of Zion." 

The Lord is beginning to redeem 
Zion. You roust not suppose, because 
you are away here in Utah, that you 
are out of the reach of the Lord's 
working for the redemption of Zion ; 
for He has been working, ever since we 
were scattered from that land, to bring 
it about, and we are becoming more 
and more of one heart and mind, more 
and more willing to hearken to coun- 
sel. You see among this people a very 
different spirit manifested, from what 
was manifested some ten, fifteen, and 
twenty years ago. How ready and 
willing they generally are to receive 
the instructions and counsel of those 
God has ordained to teach them. 
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We can see how the Lord has pros- 
pered us as a people since we came to : 
this territory, and how everything 
has worked for our good through obey- 
ing the counsel of those ^God has ap- 
pointed for our consolation, happiness, 
and benefit, both temporally and spi- 
ritually ♦ All this has a tendency to 
the redemption of Zion ; it is all . 
making to that great point, When- 
ever the properties of this Church 
tshall be consecrated to it, and the 
Saints receive their stewardship, it 
Trill all be tending to bring about that 
which is so often spoken of in ancient 
and modern revelations, | 

The Perpetual Emigrating Fund is 
one of the helps that is introduced to 
lead us previous to our getting into j 
that more perfect state ; and when we j 
get into that; it will all be Perpetual 
Fund, or any other kind of funds we 
please to name, for the property will 
all be consecrated unto the Lord, with 
a deed and covenant that cannot be 
broken ; then the servants of God can 
take the whole of the property and 
use it according to the mind and will 
of God, and it will be all Perpetual 
Fund, and all tithing funds, and, all 
public building funds ; for it will be 
just the kind of funds the Lord shall 
direct to accomplish whatever is de- 
signed in His wise purposes through 
His servants. 

Let us step forward, and build up 
this Fund, and take hold of simple 
things, if we ever expect to receive 
the greater ones, We had excellent 
preaching this forenoon, as to prac- 
tical duties ; this has been my manner 
of preaching when abroad upon the 
earth, except on my last mission ; on 
that, I was sent to preach the doctrine 
of plurality of wives- In all my 
preaching on other missions, I have 
endeavored to be just as practical as 
possible among the people, showing 
them their every-day duties. I have 
published many pamphlets and works, 
and in the most of them, I have pub- 
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lished the simple, plain, easy princi- 
ples of the Gospel. It is true, in an- 
swering some queries that have been 
put forth by the world, I have been obli- 
ged to deviate, in some of my publica- 
tions, from the plain and simple course 
I have generally pursued in my works. 

For instance, the world read in the 
revelations we have received, that there 
are more Gods than one. This is 
something that does not immediately 
concern us ; but yet opposers get up 
and contend against us, and prejudice 
the minds of congregations against the 
people of God, because they profess 
to believe, not only in a plurality of 
wives, but also in a plurality of Gods; 
it is necessary to show them the rea- 
sons for our belief — the whys and the 
wherefores ; and this I endeavored 
to do in some of my last publications; 
not because I had more light upon 
this subject than many others, but I 
endeavored to do it for the benefit of 
the people — to show them wherein we 
believe in the plurality of Gods, and 
yet acknowledge only one God. I be- 
lieve both of these principles with all 
my heart I believe there is one only 
wise God, and I believe there is an 
immense number of Gods. The peo- 
ple know we believe these doctrines, 
and they publish against us on this 
ground ; and if we should not take up 
any arguments to explain the matter, 
it would only serve to rivet down their 
prejudices on their hearts* Notwith- 
standing this, it was always more de- 
lightful to me in all my preachings 
abroad, and in any publications I have 
sent forth, to dwell upon faith, repen- 
tance, baptism for the remission of 
sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost 
by the laying on of hands, and upon 
the plain, simple, every- day duties of 
the Saints, showing them what to do 
in order to obtain eternal life in the 
kingdom of God. 

So far as I have ever preached 
abroad in the world, and published, 
one thing is certain, I have not pub- 
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lished anything but what I verily be- 
lieved to be true, however much I may 
have been mis taken, and I have gene- 
rally endeavored to show the people, 
from the written word of God, as well 
as reason, wherein it was true. This 
has been my general course. I may 
have erred in some principles ; I do 
not, profess to be wise, or to have more 
understanding than many others. I 
am not called with the same calling as 
those who preside over all the Church. 

I may not Lave as great a degree of the 
spirit of revelation ; but I have always 
tried, in my teachings, and in my pro- 
clamations, and publications, where I 
could not get light by the Spirit of the 
Lord (or did not get li^ht ; I will not 
say could not, for I believe it is the 
privilege of all Elders, authorities, aud 
members of the Church of God to get 
light by the Spirit of the Lord), but 
where I did not get light by the Spirit 
of the Lord, I have generally been 
careful to back up all the doctrines 
and principles I set forth by reason, 
or by, Thoa saith the Lord, in some 
revelation either ancient or modern. 
Previous to declaring a doctrine, I have 
always inquired in my own mind, 

II Can this doctrine be proved by reve- 
lation given, or by reason, or can it 
not? 11 If I found it could be proved, 
I set forth the doctrine ; but if 1 found 
there was no evidence to substantiate 
it, I hud it aside; in all this, however, 
I may have erred, for to err is human* 

I feel thankful to God this day that 
1 stand in the midst of a great and 
good people, that are willing to prac- 
tise the principles of eternal truth 
and righteousness ; and those myste- 
ries about the plurality of Gods, and 
the plurality of worlds also are good 
in their places ; God has revealed 
them, and they are intended for our 
good and instruction, or He never 
would have revealed them. 

But to go back to the words of our 
text ; that is the thing that most 
concerns us at present. It should be 
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I laid before the minds of the people, 
and instilled into their hearts week 
after week; they should be taught 
and instructed in such a way and 
manner that these mysteries, when 
we get the true light upon them, may 
do us good. When the Lord sees fit 
to pour out wisdom and knowledge, 
aud mysteries, and understanding from 
the heavens, may we, by practical 
works, faith, and diligence in doing 
our duties one towards another, and 
towards our God, be able to receive 
them, and have them do us good. 
The time will come when the Lord 
will reveal all these things ; every- 
thing in tho heavens, on the earth, 
aud under the earth ; and everything 
pertaining to the soul of man will be 
proclaimed bv the sounding of trum- 
pets in the ears of all living. 

I wilt adopt the old saying — H I 
, feel first-rate/ 1 It does me good to 
get back into Utah Territory, after 
having been gone two years, to be- 
hold the faces of the Saints again, and 
rejoice in their midst, and to bear my 
weak and humble testimony of the 
truth of this great and glorious work. 
It is now over twenty-four years since 
I was baptized into this Church ; it 
was twenty-four years on tho 19th of 
last month since I was baptized, and 
became a member of this Church. I 
have seen it rise to its present great- 
ness from a very few individuals that 
composed the whole Church in 1830. 
There were then, perhaps, not fifty 
Latter-day Saints in the whole world ; 
and every year brings to pass the ful- 
filment of the sayings, and predictions, 
and revelations of Joseph, the Prophet. 

The work is rolling on as rapidly 
as the wheels of time will permit. I 
well recollect a revelation given up- 
wards of twenty-three years ago. What 
did the Lord say when we were only a 
little handful ? Said He, 44 It is ne- 
cessary that my Elders should go forth 
into all the regions round about, and 
preach my Gospel, and many shall be 
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converted; and ye shall have power 
to organize yourselves according to 
the laws of man." This was spoken 
before we began to gather. What was 
the use of organizing ourselves accord- 
ing to the laws of man? " That you 
may break every band wherewith the 
enemy, seeketh to destroy, and that 
you may keep my laws/' Has not 
this been fulfilled ? Look at the time 
that prophecy was given, away back 
nearly twenty-four years ago. "Has it 
come to pass? Are we not organized 
according to the laws of man ? Are 
not many converted just as tin reve- 
lation predicted? And are we not in 
apposition, by being organized here in 
Utah territory according to tiro laws 
of man, to break the bands of the 
* enemy, that they may not destroy us 
as a people ? If mobs undertake to 
afflict us here, they will find it very 
difficult, because we are organized 
according to the laws of man. If they 
use any exertion or any influence to 
bring about the destruction of this 
people, we are organized according to : 
the laws of man, and can fight them 
with their own weapons. i 
Not only was this for the purpose ! 
of our being secure from the hands of 
our enemies, but, 44 that ye mar be 
able to keep my laws/ 1 " That * was 
another reason the Lord gave in the 
same revelation. Are there not some 
laws of God that we could keep if we 
were scattered over the other states 
and territories, unorganized according 
to the laws of man? Yes. There 
are laws of the greatest moment, that 
have a bearing upon the present and j 
future destiny of this people; that 
have a bearing upon their eternal 
glory, exaltation, and everlasting hap- 
piness. These laws never could have 
been kept had we not been organized 
according to the laws of man* The 
Lord has fulfilled this revelation thus 
far ; how much more complete this 
organization may become hereafter, I 
know not, neither do I care. ^ 


I It was not the invention of man, 
nor the power and wisdom of man, 
that organized this kingdom, but tho 
God we worship and serve, who made 
the heavens and the earth. He made 
this kingdom and organized it; and 
established it ; it is all His, and He 
holds it in His own hands ; and tho 
same great Being rules and governs 
the wicked; He controls them, and 
He will fulfil every word that has been 
given through the mouths of His ser- 
vants, as He te\h us in the preface of 
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants 
— These commandments and prophe- 
cies shall be fulfilled ; though the 
heavens and the earth shall pass away, 
not one jot or tittle of the command- 
ments of that book shall pass away. 

Everything v. ill i j ] ! n;;nd, roll 
round, roll round in its times and 
seasons until this kingdom shall spread 
forth, and the dominion and the great- 
ness of it will cover the whole face of 
the earth, and there will not be a doj? 
to move his tongue from tho Rocky 
Mountains to the uttermost parts of 
the earth, but all be in subjection to 
the kingdom of Christ ; all must be- 
come subject to her laws ; and the 
great nations of the earth — mighty 
nations not a few, ere long will come 
up to Xii ii t > seek wisdom and know- 
ledge from the counsellors in Zion, 
They will read her laws, and say, 
14 Our laws are as nothing, our wisdom 
as foolishness, our words like the tow 
that is exposed to tho devouring 
flame ; we are broken asunder, torn 
into fragments, and ready to crush 
under our own weight ; * but your 
laws, government, and officers are all 
good, righteous, just, ami true ; surely 
the God of Israel is in your midst 
Come, let us go up to Zion, let us hear 
from the wise legislators of Zion, and 
let us hear the laws proclaimed 
therein ; let us learn of the wisdom 
that dwells in the servants of the 
Most High." And they will come up 
with their armies, and their mighty 
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men, and their judges, and their rulers, 
and kings will come to the brightness of 

her rising, and the Gentiles will come 
like a flowing stream, and the gates of , 
Zion will be open day and night, and 
never he shut, to admit the forces that 
will come rushing in from all nations, 
to learn the wisdom, knowledge, and ; 
instruction tint are poured out from j 
the heavens upon the servants of the 
-Alost High* 

If we are looking forward to such a \ 
glorious time — to such a happy pe- 
riod, let u$ endeavor to prepare our- 
selves, and awake from our slumber, 
and do the duties required at our 
hands, Pay up your debts, pay them 
up to the Perpetual Emigrating Fund ; I 
and let the means be sent back im- [ 


mediately, that those who arc starving 
to death, and are ground down with 
tyranny, may enjoy the same privi- 
leges as you. Remember t hem, -and 
God will remember you. Tint if you 
turn your back upon these principles, 
and will not seek to do unto others as 
you would have them do to you ; if 
you will not listen to the instructions 
of our Prophet, and to the instruc- 
tions of others who have spoken on 
this stand, you will wither away like ft 
dried reed, and you will bear no 
authority, and that vou luve will be 
taken from you, and you will be left 
poor and miserable, and become the 
uilscouring of the earth, under the 
curse of the Almighty fur your disobe- 
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I am called upon this morning, 
beloved brethren and sisters, to make 
a few remarks, and speak unto you 
concerning the way and manner of 
gathering the people of God, In 
the first place, to show unto vou 
that there is no religion with which 
we ar acquainted, except that of the 

can, in its 


ma 


Latter-day Saints, that can 
exercise and in its operaticr 
to pass the fulfilment of the predic- 
tions of the Prophets. All the types 
and figures presented to our Lord and 
Saviour to illustrate truths, weighty 
and important, show that in the last 
days there is to he a gathering toge- 
ther of the people. They will be 
gathered by the peculiar attraction 
that will prevail at the time when 


they are not weighed down with mor- 
tal tabernacles, but released from this 
cumbrous chiy, their immortal spirits 
will be gathered around the throne of 
God, there to receive a welcome into 
the everlasting glory prepared for 
the righteous ; or to hear the dread- 
ful sentence — Depart, ye cursed, into 
outer darkness, where there is weep- 
ing, and wailing, and gnashing of 
teeth ! % ) M , , : > V 

Hut, my friends, there is to be a 
gathering of the people here on earth. 
The husbandman, when he sows his 
seed in the soil, watches it, and culti- 
vates it with care ; he does not wait 
to reap his harvest in some other 
region, but he reaps it on the ground 
where he sowed his seed, and there he 
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realizes the benefits and returns of 
bis labor; not in some other coun- 
try, but here. 

The Saviour says, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a fish net that is cast 
into the sea, which took of every kind, 
both good and bad, and by and bye 
they brought the net to the shore, 
and gathered the good into vessels, 
and cast the bad away. So shall it be 
in the last days, in the end, when the 
gathering dispensation shall be intro- 
duced, and the Gospel net be drawn 
to shore ; not in some foreign clime 
or mountain, beyond the bounds of 
time and space ; but on the shore 
that skirts the margin of the water, 
as testified by this figure ; so on 
earth, the gathering of the people 
will be. 

We are also told the manner in 
which they shall come. They shall 
come upon swift beasts — upon drome* 
daries and camels ; and the ships of 
Tarshish shall bear them home, and a 
highway shall be cast up for the ran 
sorued of the Lord to walk in. That 
highway is not an immaterial one, 
that leads to mansions in the sky, but 
it is a highway that has to be cast up 
on earth ; and it may be that the very 
railroads that are being cast up are 
one means by which this operation of 
the gathering will be greatly facili- 
tated. This may be the subject 
which the Prophet had his eye upon 
when he said, The lion's whelps have 
not trod there, and the vulture's eye 
hath not seen it. At that time it was 
not cast up ; but was reserved to be 
cast up in the last days. The lion's 
whelp had never trodden there ; but, by 
and bye, it might when it was cast up. 

The ohl Prophet had his eye upon 
the iucreased speed of ships ; hut our 
translators have made him to say that 
swift messengers shall be sent to the 
nations afar oil 1 in vessels of bulrushes. 
What do we understand by vessels of 
bulrushes? Do we ever see such 
vessels, or hear tell of such, except 


the cradle that was made for Moses to 
float in on the Nile ? Have we ever 
read of men. swift messengers going 
in vessels of bulrushes ? 

It is nonsense ; such a vessel could 
not withstand the buffet ings of the 
winds and the waves, nor ride iu 
safetv through the elements contend- 
ing with each other, as it were, for 
empire ; or as if the winds and waves 
were both armed with eager vengeance, 
to see which should first grasp the 
little speck struggling for life upon : 
the surface of the boiling element. 
Who believes anything of this sort ? 
The idea is inconsistent. But when 
we come to look at it in another point 
of view it is not so inconsistent and 
obscure. Brother Carn who is pre- 
sent knows how the German Bible 
reads. I believe it calls them Pipe 1 
ships. The bulrush is hollow, resem- 
bling a pipe, and the old Prophet had 
nothing else to represent his idea by, 
but the bulrush ; though he saw ships 
in which hollow tubes and pipes were 
running in every direction, and he 
was at a loss for the name 44 Steam- 
ship'' to apply to them. Now, says 
he, swift messengers shall be sent in 
Pipe ships, looking at the time when 
steam should be used as a propelling 
power. What is this steam power for ? 
Is it merely for the accommodation of 1 
mankind? Or has God made this an 
important agent to perform His work — 
to facilitate His purposes in the last 
days ? The matter is unquestion- 
ably the design of the Great Creator : 
not only so, but there is another thing 
in connection with this — the Saviour 
says, in speaking of his coming, it 
shall be like the light of the looming, 
or like lightning that shineth from 
one end of heaven to the other, even 
so shall the coming of the Son of 
Man he. What do we behold being 
constructed on earth to bring about 
the designs of heaven ? We behold 
the electric wire running from one 
country to another, and already it 
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is in contemplation to carry it across 
the Atlantic, to bring all nations in 
immediate communication. Does this 
look like the lightning that spreads 
from east to west ? Even so shall 
the coming of the Son of Man be ! 
The electric telegraph takes it from 
eastern climes to western. It is so 
quick that a speech made in Washing- 
tun city at twelve o'clock is delivered 
in St. Louis at half past eleven the 
game day. Electricity flys with so 
much greater velocity than the earth, 
that it is half an hour before the times 
between Washington and St Louis; 
even so shall the coming of the Son 
of Man be; or in other words, in the 
last days intelligence shall fly with 
such rapidity, so quick shall it be in 
the day of his coming* We conclude 
that we are approximating very near 
that time. We are getting, as it 
were, in the neighborhood of it 
Now, says he, watch ! when you see 
the fig tree and all the trees begin- 
ning to bud, and put forth their 
leaves, know that summer is nigh : 
and when you begin to see these 
things come to pass, lift up your 
heads and rejoice, for your redemption 
draweth nigh. 

I may have begun at the wrong 
end of my disconrse, but if I have, I 
will get at the other end of it before 
I have done ; so that you shall have 
all the parts of it, if the Lord will 
give me strength through your prayers ; 
you shall have the sum and substance 
of what I was required to make known 
to you, but I must have my own way 
of telling it. 

The gathering of the Saints toge- 
ther is to take place. 11 But," says 
one, 11 we do not believe that the ga- 
thering of the people will take place 
in the last days literally ; we do not 
believe that angels will minister any 
more to us/* The old-fashioned reli- 
gion is, m We have got all that heaven 
was pleased to give, and that can be 
proven by the good Old Bible. Let 


the angels stay in glory, and we will 
stay on our farms, and go to church 
from one year to another, and follow 
up the same routine over and over 
again until we go down to our graves, 
and that is the end of our service in 
the flesh/' Do you not see that all 
of the Christian world reject the ad* 
ministration of angels, the Latter Day 
Saints excepted, and some few others 
that believe in these things? 

There are many in the last days, 
who believe in Spirit Rapping, and in 
such kind of angels that have no 
mouth to speak. The angels that 
visited the servants of God had mouths, 
and they spoke ! Suppose you wer 
to ask me a question, and I have intel- 
ligence and a mouth to communicate 
but, instead of speaking to you, I set 
the table to jumping, or kick over the 
chairs and the bureaus, &c. What 
would you know about it? You would 
know the devil was to pay ; you would 
know there was a total absence of good 
feeling and intelligence. Man was 
created in the image of God, and the 
holy angels that surround His throne, 
the flaming messengers to bear His 
will to man, are in Hie image and like- 
ness. Even the servants of God in 
the days of old, when they saw one of 
those celestial spirits, began to bow 
down and worship him, as though he 
were the God who created the heavens 
and the earth ; but they were com- 
manded to worship God. There he 
was, standing in the image of his 
Maker, and the Prophet mistook him 
for the Lord. These angels are in 
the likeness and image of God, and 
men are also in His image. I believe, 
if God gave me a message to deliver 
to the people, and I did not deliver it 
in the legitimate way, He would close 
my mouth because I would not give 
it in the way he gave it to me. Spi- 
rit Rappers, below par ! 

" What is the matter ?" " There 
has some dreadful thing taken place." 
"What is it ?" 14 We cannot tell you any 
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tiling about it, only there is a wonder- 
ful ado — a wonderful thing has hap- 
penrd in the land of Ham," I tell 
you, those who reject the truth borne 
to them by the servants of God, 
who speak to the in in plainness, will 
be acquainted with muttering spi- 
rits that know nothing for their 
good : for, " for this cause God 
shall send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe a lie : that they 
all might be damned who believe not 
the truth, but had pleasure in un- 
righteousness." When people reject 
the truth they become the plaything 
of wild delusive spirits, and are tossed 
to and fro by them like a bubble on 
the wave. True messengers of God 
do not come in this way ; but says the 
world — " Angels came in olden times, 
but do not come now to earth any 
more ; they have gone to heaven, and 
there is nothing more for them to do 
here." I can speak to the servant of a 
king when I cannot speak to the king 
himself. I could approach the lower 
orders of his subjects when I might 
not approach the higher circle. If 
men reject the administration of an- 
gels, and will not believe in their ex- 
istence, nor regard their words, 1 do 
not know how they will ever obtain 
access to the king. If they will not 
acknowledge his ministers, I do not 
know how they are going to speak to 
the king himself. 

Have angels anything to do with 
what will take place in the last days ? 
He makes His angels ministering 
spirits, and they are sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs 
of salvation. The Lord is everywhere 
present by His ministering angels, 
just like any other ruler, monarch or 
king, who has ministers everywhere 
throughout His dominions ; and God's 
ministers are everywhere ; He has 
servants tabernacled in flesh on earth, 
and they are going through the land 
in every direction, and God is pre- 
sent every where with them ; and He 


knows everything. How? \Vh«t 
His angels and ministers tell Him 
of it, like any other ruler, I have 
been at some of the prayer circles 
and meetings in the sectarian world, 
and heard their pious minister say r 
"Come, sinner, bow to the yoke of 
Christ ; behold the guardian angel 
standing waiting to be the honored 
agent to carry the news to heaven, 
that one more soul is converted." If 
God knows it already, what is the uso 
of angels to carry the intelligence? 
God knows everything through His 
agents, or servants, and that is tho 
way He is everywhere present. But 
if you were to see Him in propria 
persona, you would see a person liko 
yourself How was it with Stephen ? 
Was God scattered to the four winds 
everywhere ? If He was in particles 
smaller than any mathematical calcu- 
lation could define, you could not see 
Him, But Stephen, "being full of 
the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand 
of God, and said, Behold ! I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of Man 
standing on the right hand of God," 
If God was without body, parts, and 
passions, how could Stephen know 
whether lie stood on the right hand, 
or the left, or whether He stood upon 
either side ? 

However we will pass this by for 
the present* Angels will have a part 
in the work of the last days. What 
are they to do ? Says the Saviour — 
"The kingdom of heaven is likened 
unto a man which sowed good seed in 
his field : but while m«n slept, his 
enemy came and sowed tares among 
the wheat, and went his way." He 
let them grow together until the time 
of harvest ; then He u will say to the 
reapers, Gather ye together first the 
tares, and bind them in bundles and 
burn them : but gather the wheat into 
my barn," The field is the world* 
Who are the reapers? The angel* 
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are the reapers ; and still, angels, you 
say, are coming to earth no more. 
This won't do, for the reapers are the 
angels, the good seed are the chil- 
dren of the kingdom, and the tares 
are the children of the wicked one, 
and the enemy that sowed them is the 
devil. In another place it is said, 
11 And he shall send his angels with 
a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of hea- 
ven to the other/' And yet the pre- 
sent Christian world sny that angels 
have no more to do ; of course, then, 
they do not look for any thing of this 
kind; their faith does not embrace 
the sayings of the Savior and His 
Apostles, touching the winding up 
scene : and without faith, it is impos- 
sible to please God; consequently 
they cannot share in the blessings 
of the gathering dispensation of the 
last days, their unbelief excludes 
them, i 
I t is said that God helps them that 
help themselves. I have been show- 
ing you what will be done for His 
elect in the last days ; but will He do 
it for them who will do nothing for 
themselves ? I say no : God helps 
those who help themselves. I recol- 
lect when I was in Potawatomie I was 
determined to raise a crop if I could, 
I commenced and plowed up the land, 
and went into the woods when it was 
hot enough in the summer season al- 
most to unsolder a skdlet, and hauled 
out my rails, and fenced and sowed 
the land ; when snow came, there was 
a fleece of wheat over the land like 
wool on a sheep's back* President 
Young saw it, and he said it pleased 
him ; and he said, "I know that God 
helps those who help themselves." We 
may sit down and persuade ourselves 
that it is God's will we should do 
nothing lor ourselves, and we may go 
to beggary ; but if we help ourselves, 
and bestow the labor for nature to 
bring forth, we shall haye an abun- 


dance, and God will bo faithful in 
Messing our labors. 

We are looking for these things to 
transpire in the last days, to bring 
about the gathering of the Saints pre- 
paratory to the coming of the Son of 
Man, We can see the electric wires 
extending through the earth; and 
ships are constructed to bear forth 
swiftly the messengers of salvation, to 
bring home the Saints under the in- 
dulgent hand of our heavenly Father. 
What does He require us to do? 
Says He, "I commit to you, my ser- 
vants, the keys of the kingdom of hea- 
ven, the authority of the Priesthood, 
light and intelligence, and knowledge 
to make you acquainted with all these 
things ; now I want to see if you will 
put forth a helping hand, knowing, as 
you do, your Master 's will, and under- 
standing His whole plan of operation* 
and work according to the ability I 
have given you ; I will put you to the 
test." What is to be done? "Go 
forth and preach the Gospel among 
the nations, and baptize them in my 
name for the remission of sins, and 
confirm them by the laying on of hands 
for the gift of the Holy Ghost, and 
teach them to gather ; for it is the ga- 
thering dispensation, and if they have 
not means to gather, it is for you to ad- 
vance means to bring them." " Now," 
says the Almighty, €t I want to try 
you and prove you, and see if you will 
act in small things that you may ren- 
der yourselves worthy of being blessed 
with the means which I will prepare, 
and which I have ordained. I want 
to see if you are worthy. 11 What have 
we done here for the purpose of carry- 
ing into effect this desirable object ? 
We have commenced to gather the 
people, and we have also commenced 
to raise a Fund by which the poor 
Saints are to be gathered ; and this is 
based upon principles that are appli- 
cable to us in the days of our child* 
hood ; but we suppose, when the Al- 
mighty begins to put forth His own 
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hand to accomplish His own work, and 
sustain the operations of His servants 
on this small scale, which we shall 
know it is small when we see the 
mighty engine of God at work, for 
when we were children we spake as 
children, and understood as children, 
and thought as children : but when we 
become men, we shall put away child- 
ish things. We now have to do with 
small things, that we may advance 
from one point to another. What are 
the small things ? Here is a Perpe- 
tual Emigrating Fund, for instance, 
for the purpose of gathering the Saints 
of God. How is this Fund raised ? 
It is raised by voluntary contributions 
from every one who is able to help and 
who has a heart and a spirit to engage 
in the work of God in the last days. 
It is raised by the hard earnings of 
the brethren and sisters. It is the 
little mites, and large mites, little 
(sums and big sums, all thrown together 
into one purse. 

Now go and take this, ye swift 
messengers, you faithful agents, in 
vessels of bulrushes, pipe-ships, or, in 
other words, steam-ships, and bo mes- 
sengers of glad tidings to the poor, 
and wretched, and oppressed, and 
meek of the earth. It is an honor 
to be a messenger, bearing to them 
the means of taking them out of their 
poverty, wretchedness, and oppression. 
He says to them, " I have come to 
bring you to the family of God ; to 
-rescue you from the land of your op- 
pression and poverty, and put you in 
a position where you may be blessed 
temporally and spiritually." Is not 
he who bears these tidings blessed? 
11 How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that briugeth good 
•tidings, that pubiisheth peace; that 
bringeth good tidings of good, that 
pubiisheth salvation ; that saith unto 
Zion, Thy God reigneth." This mes- 
senger goes and brings them to his 
place by the means that is put into his 

tads. 


Now I know some, when they are 
brought here by this agency, think 
they have got to their desired haven. 
They say, " Now I am secure in a 
haven of peace, I am among the pe©r 
pie of God, and this is all I care for. 
Now I will make myself as happy as I 
can, and I will forget my fellows that 
I have left in bondage ; I will not it- 
member them who are oppressed be- 
neath the galling yoke, 1 am free, let 
them take care of themselves." That 
is the feeling that pervades the breast 
of many after they are borne here by 
means that were produced by other 
hands than their own; and say they— 
41 If we can manage any way to postr 
pone the payment of this debt we owe 
to the institution that brought us 
here, until we can gather around us 
the comforts of life, then peradventure 
we will pay our obligation." But let 
me here observe, when it is in the 
power to pay a debt, or do a good deed, 
the longer we postpone it, the greater 
will be the detraction from the merits 
of that act ; now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation, when the 
hungry, the poor, wretched, and^ op- 
pressed call for redemption. ^ \Xhila 
the power of redeeming them is in our 
hands, and we will not extend it to 
them, how can we expect God to hear 
our prayers to roll on His great work 
for the final redemption of the scatter- 
ed remnants of His people. And let 
me here say, I very much doubt whe- 
ther God will hear the prayers of any 
man that owes a just debt, and has 
means to pay it, but refuses to do it : 
or v ithholds a blessing from his fellow 
when it is in his power to extend it 
What is his prayer ? " Forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors, 11 
or in other words— " Do towards us, as 
we do towards others;" if we withhold 
benefits duo to others, how can God 
bestow blessings upon us that are not 
our due, but are the acts of His mere; 
and kindness ? When we have shared 

the benefit of any charitable bfr 
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quest, more especially when we bold a 
portion of it in our own hands, that 
uuqbtto be benefiting others, how can 
we expect God, or any other philan- 
thropist, to extend to us blessings ? 

What is the duty of the Saints who 
have come hero by the aid and benefit 
of the Perpetual Emigrating Fund? 
Jt is their duty to pay back the debt 
they owe immediately. " But," says 
one, " we cannot pay, wc have no 
mcrms." Very well, we will not op- 
press you ; but you can give your note, 
and you can file your obligation with 
the agent, or such authorities of the 
Fund that it concerns, that they may 
have mme voucher to act upon, or 
that they can tell at least where the 
funds are — in whose hands they are 
I )d^.?d ; but do not go to the east and 
to the west, to the north and to the 
south, from the city, without making it 
a matter of record in some shape ; and 
wh»n God puts the means in your 
hands, by your own perseverance and 
economy, pay it over and liquidate the 
debt, and these means are sent again 
to relieve some one else ; and the same 
means that brought you, may perhaps 
bring out a thousand persons, if they 
fire faithful and active in restoring it 
to the channel of its usefulness, Eor 
instance, I take half a dollar, and it is a 
flebt I owe; I pay it, and that man owes 
It to mint her ; and by the time it has 
passed round it has paid a hundred 
debts, and relieved a hundred wants ; 
whereas, if I keep it in my pocket, 1 
prevent it from being circulated, and 
doing so much good. Bo I get any 
credit by doing so? I have the satis- 
faction of saying I am not out of money ; 
while at the same time, I have the dis- 
grace, before God and every intelligent 
being, which is my due, 

Wrll, then, this money that has been 
appropriated to bring the Saints here, 
let it be refunded with all speed, let 
it be a matter of conscience. If von 
should sco your neighbor suspended 
from a tower, and hanging by a brittle 


cord, and by any little straggle he 
might break the cord, and be dashe 
in pieces, whatever you might b 
eugaged in, you would leave it and run 
to his rescue, and try your utmost to 
save the man who is ready to plunge 
into this vortex, a gulf beneath hi" 
feet. Look, then, at your brethren in 
a similar position ; and perhaps if they 
were struggling to gain life, they would 
be plunged into wretchedness forever* 
This is a debt, a sacred obligation 
which you owe, not only to the authori- 
ties of this Church and kingdom, but 
you owe it to your brethren whose cries 
and prayers are ascending up to God ; 
and if you withold that which belongs 
to them — that which they should enjoy, 
their prayers will recoil on your heads 
not in blessings, but in curses. 

We all say here, that we are blessed, 
we say our labor and toil have been 
blessed ; I am sure of it. Can we 
work out our salvation ? Can we wit- 
ness to God and angels and to our 
brethren, that w T e are willing to put 
forth our hands and contribute to swell 
the sum total of this Perpetual Emi- 
grating Fund, according to the ability 
God has given us ? Are we willing to 
put forth our hand and aid in rolling 
forth this work, by collecting the peo- 
ple together from wretchedness and 
want ? What shall we gain by doing 
this? We shall gain numbers that 
will look up to us as their friends and 
benefactors, and hail us as their saviors. 
It is said, that " Saviors shall come 
up on Mount Ziou to judge the Mount 
of Esau ; and the kingdom shall be 
the Lord's/ 1 Some men think the way 
they are going to be saviors is to get 
as many wives as they can, and save 
them ; now, they may slip np on that, 
if that is their view, and their feelings 
extend no further. I will tell you 
what a savior is ; if I see a familv who 
are starving for want of bread, and are 
thirsting and fainting for water, and 
an individual should give them bread 
and water, he has saved them ; that is 
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$he kind of savior I would give the 
most for, under some circumstances 
that I have been placed in, and I 
would prize that savior more precious 
than gold. If I were in danger of fall- 
ing from a precipice, or from a build- 
ing, as I have said before, and had no 
means of saving myself, if some kind 
friend would come along, and put forth 
ids hand and help to save me, he is my 
Savior ; so if a man rescues me from a 
galling yoke of oppression, under 
which I must faint and die, he is my 
savior. Saviors shall come upon 
Mount Zion, and they shall judge the 
Mount of Esau. This is the kind of 
savior that will judge the ungodly, and 
give them their due, " What ! are you 
going to judge the ungodly?" Yes, 
judge the Mount of Esau. You know 
the Lord has said, " Jacob have I 
loved, but Esau have I hated." Where 
is the Mount of Esau? It is the 
world at large, the wickedness of 
which God hates. Then saviors shall 
come upon Mount Zion and judge the 
Mount of Esau, And says Paul, 
know ye not, brethren, that the Saints 
shall judge the world ? 

We will hand out our money, for 
that is almighty in the eyes of this 
world. God has put this means in 
our hands, and it is for us to advance 
it to this good purpose according to 
cur ability, and so we shall become 
saviors to rescue the oppressed from 
every land ; and when we have gone to 
the extent of our power, and done all 
we can, will there be any more efficient 
operations entered into to effect the 
purposes of God ? There will ; lie 
will say — "Now, my servants, you have 
done all you can, I will stretch out my 
own armV' Says one, " I really wish 
I knew how soon it will be when the 
angels are sent from heaven to gather 
up the elect at the winding up scene ?" 
I can tell you how soon it will be, 
41 Have you got the word of the Lord 
■upon this subject T I do not claim 
that I have, but when I tell you, you 
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will say it is true ; and if it is time, it is 
just as good as the word of the Lord, and 
as any other revelation already given. 
When will it be that the angels are sent 
to gather in the remnant ? It will ba 
just at the time when the Saints have 
done all that is in their power to do, 
and can do no more, and have been 
worn out in the service of their God : 
then the Lord will send the armies of 
heaven to aid them. He has had aa 
army under His training from tho 
beginning, and when He gives the word 
of command they will collect the 
balance of the Saints from the four 
winds ; and not only so, but they will 
open the graves, and raise the Saints 
from the dead- An angel showed a 
little example of this at the time the 
Saviour ascended from the tomb. He 
rolled the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre, and the keepers fell as dead 
men, and the Son of God arose. 
There is the work of an angel, of ono 
who was reserved for this purpose, and 
tli ere are convoys of angels who are | 
schooled and trained to this work, and 
they can open a grave much quicker 
than an Irishman can with a spade. I 
At the presence of one of these angels, 
the eailh trembles, and throws out its j 
dead. The angels will do this, but 
not until we have done our best I I 
have frequently said to my son, 44 You f 
take this bag and carry it to a certain 
place." 11 1 cannot, father." Wcll f 1 
take hold of it and try." He takes 
hold of it, and it is a pretty good lift 
for him, and he begins to labor am! 
lift with all his might; at the moment! 
he begins to try, the father's hand II 
helps him to balance the load* It isl 
just so in this work. * 4 Xow," says the 
Lord, " I have tried you, and you liavdl 
done as I have told you, and my hand 
is ever ready to help you. If I \vere|i 
hungry, I would not ask you for food ; I 
if I were naked, I would not ask yottv 
for clothing." I do not know how 
many spirits of the condemned are at 
work making white robes for the ju*t 
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king- 


si! id pure ; I do not know how much 
they are spinning, and how many 
white robes they are making, for the 
Saints and the redeemed ; but they 
Lave to work out all their indebtedness 
in prison ; and if God is hungry or 
naked, He will not call upon you ; for 
He has millions of resources in another 
quarter. He can get along without 
vb doing the work, but He gives us a 
privilege of doing it if we will ; and if 
Ave will, He will bless us ; and if we 
will not, He don't care. 

There are some men in this 
dom who have an idea it cannot roll 
on without them — " 1 must be there, 
I am of so much consequence and im- 
portance, that if I should happen to 
set up my will in opposition to any 
measure, the wheels would be retarded 
in their onward course," *' But," says 
the Lord, "if you do not wish to 
serve me, go your own way ; I have 
plenty at my command, and when you 
are out of tho way I will let you see 
that my kingdom will roll on faster 
without you than with you ; still, if 
you desire to take a part among the 
xnultitude of my servants in rolling it 
on, I will make you an honored instru- 
ment in doing so." 

I think I have spoken about as long 
as is necessary. Brother Kimball 
wished me to speak upon this subject 
3'rother Young will be in soon, and 
probably there are other matters to be 
attended to. I might continue to 
address you, but I esteem it unneces- 
sary I believe I have fulfilled the 
charge laid upon me — to show the 
necessity of putting forth our own 
J: nnds to pave the way for the exhibi- 
tion of the great power of the Almighty 
in accomplishing His purposes on the 
earth. I wish to say a word or two 
more, and then I am done. It is the 
desire of my heart that we may all live, 
before God, and before one another, 
in the way and manner that shall reflect 
honor upon the cause of the Latter 
Day Saints — upon " Mormonism," as 


it is termed. They may publish their 
squibs in the newspapers, and tell all 
about our wickedness and corruptions, 
but if we only live to reflect honor on 
the cause of G od, it matters little what 
our enemies say, . 

In a communication from an editor 
to me, he quotes from the 17 th chapter 
of Jeremiah, where it says, " Curse J 
be the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart 
departeth from the Lord, For ho 
shall be like the heath in the desert* 
and shall not see when good cometh ; 
but shall inhabit the parched places in 
the wilderness, in a salt land and not 
inhabited." "Now," says he, "how 
exactly is this fulfilled in the followers 
of Joe Smith, that have gone to Utah 
Territory ; there they are in a salt anct 
barren land, and they do not know 
when good comes." In my communi- 
cation, I have told him he is mistaken : 
for we have no more salt here than is 
necessary ; but the quotation made* 
me think of Long Island, for the early 
settlers were surrounded with salt, 
and it must allude to Long Island; 
and if it would not suit there he might 
apply it to tho early settlers of Syra- 
cuse : it is all in that country. 

But to turn the scale : where shall 
be the habitation of the righteous? 
The old Prophet says, M He that walk— 
eth righteously, and speakelh upright- 
ly; he that despiseth the gain of 
oppressions, that shaketh his hands 
from holding of bribes, that stoppeth 
his ears from hearing of blood, and 
shutteth his eyes from seeing evil ; her 
shall dwell on high : his place of de- 
fence shall be the munitions of rocks r 
bread shall be given him ; his waters 
shall be sure," Where is the peoplo 
who have got more rocks than we have ? 
Do we have bread, and plenty of it? 
Yes ! We have had fine crops of 
wheat since the cricket and grasshop- 
per war was over, and our waters are 
sure, for here we hare them flowing 
down every street, in the midst ol 
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summer, and they are not salt waters 
either, but they are fresh and good. 
How applicable are these sayings of 
the Prophet to the Latter-day Saints 
In Salt Lake Valley. Their habita- 
tion is the " munitions of rocks," and 
they ask no odds of the world, but 
they are subject to God, who has re* 
deemed this Basin, and put salt 
enough in it to sa^v e us, It is not a 
dry and barren ground, for we can 
make it rain when we please, and they 
cannot in Long Island. The Bible 
says, 11 Have salt in yourselves f we 
have it here, and if there comes along 
a villain who is worthy of it, we can 
salt him up in Salt Lake too. [Laugh- 
ter.] / ; 

There is another thing I want to 
say. We should live before God and 
one another so as to retlect honor upon 
the cause we have espoused, and never 
let Satan gain an advantage over it, 
but like the true American soldier, let 
us keep our colors unfolded, and flying 
firee, in the hour of battle ; and let us 
all the time be right side up with care 
in the eyes of everybody. If you light 
a candle and set it on a table, every- 
body in the house can see ; so let your 
good works shine before men on earth 
and angels in heaven. 

I spoke in relation to some things 
Oil Friday evening, about which I 
merely wish to say the sentiments I 
advanced, with regard to certain doings 
here, are unalterable in my heart ; I 
care not whether it is Gentile or 
*• Mormon" that defiles the land in 
Tvhich we dwell. Judgment begins at 
the House of God, and the " Mormon" 
Trill be the first to feel the chastening 
of the Almighty, because we looked for 
better things of him : he has light and 
^knowledge, and knows better than to 
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be guilty of such acts* If we always 
think of God, and maintain our in- 
tegrity to Him, to ourselves, and to- 
wards our neighbors, the un virtuous 
and wicked cannot find access into our 
society. If the gate of the citadel^of 
virtue is never opened to our enemy, 
he may strive in vain. He cannot 
find access unless the way is voluntarily 
opened, and he im i ted and encouraged* 
Let every man and woman be on their 
guard, and situate themselves so that 
strangers and bogus * l Mormons" can 
neither rob you of your virtue nor of 
your money or goods, that they cannot 
do a wrong that M ill bring a stain upon 
the fair name of the Saifrts, or damn 
themselves forever* I say, then, let 
the standard of our integrity and 
virtue be erect, and let it never lean 
to the right hand or to the left, 

I have no blessings upon them that 
will do these things, even as I have 
said, whether they be Jew or Gentile, 
bond or free ; but the men or women 
that observe the common laws of pro- 
priety, and walk uprightly,, I do not 
care whether they be black or white, 
it 1 they mind their own business, I say> 
God bless them, and guide them in 
the way of life everlasting. But the 
villain who seeks to lay the axe at the 
root of truth, and to bring dishonor 
upon the Saint, I say, curses be upon 
that individual, let him die the death 
of the ungodly* I do not wish any- 
body to apply this to themselves unless 
they are worthy of it; and if I am 
met in the streets and assailed with 
having spoken rashly, I say, jou are 
the man, the saddle fits you; but 
those who are not guilty, but are secure 
in the possession of their virtue and 
good intentions, may the blessings of 
the Lord be upon you for ever. Amen. 
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THE I3IAIIGRATI0K— THE PERPETUAL EMIGRATING FUND— SCOFFERS. 

An Address faj President Jedediak M. Grant, delivered at the General Conference^ in the 

Tabernacle, Great Salt La\e City, October 7 f 1334, 


This afternoon I have very little 
disposition to detain you long. My 
health is such, I would prefer hearing 
others rather than speak myself. 

We have received much good in- 
struction, and I feel that our spirits 
are refreshed, and cheered up. We have 
been edified during the Conference. 

I liko the remarks of Elder Orson 
Pratt this afternoon* I hope they 
will he listened to and obeyed. 

I regret very much that our immi- 
gration this season are so few ; though 
I rejoice on the other hand that the 
Elders abroad, and the general in- 
structions of the Church, have been 
able to gather so many. We believe 
we have brethren here from di tie rent 
settlements, and lots of parsons in 
this city, who are on hand to take into 
their employment three or four times 
as many people as have come in this 
season from the nations of the earth. 

The first year we were located in 
the Valley we wanted a few teams sent 
out to help the emigration, aud we had 
to use considerable exertion to get 
those few teams; but this year, all 
the servants of the Lord had to do 
was to make a call upon the people, 
through their Bishops, and all the 
teams we wanted were forthcoming, 
with flour and all necessary food, to 
send forth to help in our emigration. 

I have seen the time, in Kirtland, 
Ohio, the first gathering place I went 
to, when you could have crowded the 
whole congregation into one room six- 
teen feet by eighteen ; and these com- 
prised all the Saints that were there. 
If we had sent up to Jackson County, \ 


and brought them all down, and had 
a house like this, there would have 
been just a little belt of people in 
front of the stand, and reaching part 
way up towards the opposite side of 
the room* * t • Wi ') 

In the mountains, though it is diffi- 
cult to gather the people here, though 
they come from the nations, and have 
the Atlantic to cross, and hav§ to 
come from the different parts of the 
United States, wo have got together 
a considerable body of people. How- 
ever, there are as yet but few, compa- 
ratively. We are looked upon as feeble 
in the world, of but small height ; but 
it is a very easy thing to bring in an. 
emigration of four or five thousand; 
and wc can bring wagons from diilerent 
settlements, and the people who have 
como in are swallowed right up, 
as it were, so that in three or four 
weeks we cannot tell what has become 
of our immigration. They can come 
by thousands, and be dispersed through- 
out the Territory among the Saints, 
and find comfortable homes, and it is 
scarcely known and felt. 

As to the Perpetual Emigrating 
Fund, to make it perpetual^ you must 
replenish it, and not take from it — 
that would make it a short-lived thing. 
If you are aided by that Fund, thrqw 
the aid you have received back into 
the treasury, that it may be full, that 
we may be able to send for others, I 
have heard the President speaking 
that he designed to call upon indivi- 
duals who are pretty well off here, who 
have friends in England, Scotland, 
A Vales, Denmark, Germany, Italy, and 
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I don't know where, to operate with 
the Fund, and become a stay and a 
etaff to it, and associate with it. For 
instance, here is such a man as father 
Bussell, that has given his thousands ; 
perhaps he knows of some family there 
he would like to bring here. He can 
send through the P. E, Fund for that 
family ; and they shall be brought on 
this condition — that they labor for him, 
and assist him until they pay for their 
being brought here. 

In Yankee land they make the boys 
pay for their bringing up; so they can 
pay for their bringing here, if I have 
spent the money for them. Some of 
you who want a gardener, or a farmer, 
launch out your gold, your your 
horses, your food, and your raiment, 
and deposit the means, and we will 
Bend over, and get the family, and 
that family will aid and assist you in 
your financial operations, and pay up 
the debt I reckon that six or eight 
thousand in Utah could act upon this 
principle. 

You who have been brought in here, 
labor, and throw back into the great 
purse what you have received, that we 
may bring double the number another 
year. 

Our brethren inPotawatomie County, 
four or five years ago, had a notion 
that they were going to get up a ma- 
chine that would bring fifteen thousand 
at a load. 

The idea of becoming a State in two 
or three years, when we have only got 
four or five thousand of an emigration ! 
1 do not wonder that the Latter-day 
Saints believe in the plurality of wives. 
Launch out your means to help us to 
bring the poor ; if you do not, we will 
raise up the mountain boys ourselves. 
This piecemeal business of gathering 
JSaints ! we want it upon the wholesale 
principle. That 's the doctrine. I tell 
you, a few more boys breaking the 
crust of nations, like brother Cam, 
after a while, by driving their little 
wedges, will bring them over by nations. 
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I A great many people who come here, 
when they do not find everything right 
handy — plenty of food, houses, and 
all other conveniences, are discour- 
aged, and lose their energies, If you 
want to know something about the 
" Mormon" grit, remember what bro* 
ther Cam said this morning ; if he is 
whipped, he don't stay whipped. You 
cannot discourage a real 41 Mormon." 
It is necessary to raise up a certain 
stripe in the Valley, of the real " Mor- 
mon" grit, that those who come over 
here, and who have the whines and the 
grunts, may have the * * Mormon" leaven 
among them to leaven the whole lump. 

I do not know but the President 
will be calling for volunteers to ope- 
rate with the Fund to bring more fa- 
milies here. 

There are one or two more little 
items I wanted to speak about, 

I have had one or two cases reported 
to me. For instance, some of our 
brethren who cross the plains, when 
they get here, are a little peevish, 
snappish, vexed, and quarrelsome. 
AVhen the wind blowed the other day, 
a man got the servant girl to hold 
the tent-pole, to keep it from falling, 
but she not being strong enough, 
down went the tent. The man then 
made a scourge out of a rope, and be- 
gan to beat th« girl, and beat her most 
unmercifully. I do not know whether 
that man is converted or not ; but it 
makes ae think of an old Baptist 
preacher in Virginia, He came and 
preached in a certain place ; the next 
time he came round, a drunken man 
came staggering up to him and said, 
j " Brother Jones, when you was last 
in our settlement, you converted my 
soul." " Well," said brother Jones, 
ki I should think I did, for I do not 
believe the Lord had anything to do 
with it." I am rather inclined to 
think it is possible that the girl whip- 
; per is yet unconverted* We like men 
j here to learn how to treat their fami- 
' lies, their cattle, and their horses, &c* 


I am entirely of a lively disposition ; 
I know not how to be low-spirited ; I 
never knew what it was to be lone- 
some in my life. Some talk about 
Xeing lonesome when they are alone ; 
I know nothing about it. I never 
misuse a beast, and I am not inclined 
to misuse people ; but when they are 
right mean, I like to work them up 
xnth my tongue once in a while. But 
the idea of people going to work to 
beat, and kick, and pound their cattle, 
horses, children, and every thing around 
them, is nonsense. Good-natured feel- 
ings and good-natured conduct are 
ivorth a thousand of the opposite cha- 
racter. Do right, be kind and gen- 
tle. You have come in the midst of 
the people of God ; you have come to 
unite with us in serving the mighty 
God of Jacob, and endeavor to do 
right* 

When brethren start to come here, 
they are anxious to be iu this place, 
but many of them, when they get 
here, see no charms in Zion* You 
can learn their spirits directly, for they 
are known by their associates* We 
have some High Priests, &c, who 
have been among us for years, and 
others who have come in lately, who 
like to associate with our enemies, 
those who have a sneering and mali- 
cious spirit Talk about such persons 
having the " Mormon" spirit'in them, 
find the light of the Holy Ghost, and 
yet love the world and the things of 
the world, and the spirit of the world, 
and the glory of the world, and the 
wickedness of the world ! Some peo- 
ple can associate with those who laugh 
at the institutions of heaven, at the 
principles of eternity, and laugh to 
Bcorn the ministry of the people of 
<iod ; they like to converse with them, 
and they love to be in their society ; 
they love to have them around them, 
I would rather dig thistle roots and 
sogo roots to live upon, and eat boiled 
tildes, and drink the broth from them, 
than to take such enemies into my 


house, and board them; and rather 
than rent my house to such persons 
to live in, I would burn it up if they 
had lived in it, and have a new one. 
That is my grit. The filthy old build- 
ing should never hold my family, I 
wish all the " Mormons" felt as I do* 
there would be a llaine in Zion, and a 
lire in Jerusalem. I say, if all the 
11 Mormons" felt as I do about those 
who laugh at our distresses, and when 
calamities come upon us, wag their 
heads and say, M Ha, ha ! so would 
we have it t " they would think there 
was a furnace in Zion, and a flame in 
Jerusalem, 

I want "Mormons" to feel like "Mor- 
mons,* to feel like Saints. 1 want a 
man of God to feel fired up with the 
Holy Ghost, and not place his affec- 
tions upon the world, and the things of 
the world ; but love your God, and your 
brethren that are poor and in distress, 
and who love God. Those high-minded 
hypocrites, who bow and scrape to get 
your dimes, let them go to where they 
belong, they and their dimes ; that is 
the way I feel about them. I like to 
see the Saints of God fired up to help 
the poor, and bring them in here to 
strengthen the reins of Israel, I like 
to see them exert themselves to send 
forth the Gospel, and bring from the 
nations those who are humble, con* 
trite, pure, and holy, and who are un- 
contaminated by the vices of the world* 
Go into the circles of high life, if you 
please ; I know about the high and 
the low in the United States. Talk 
about high life ! about conrerting 
many of that class and bringing them 
here ! What will you bring ? Those 
who believe the truth with difficulty. 
But the poor and needy, who are 
looked upon as the dross and offscour- 
ing of all things, are the best of all 
creation, and we want the best, the 
purest, and those that are the most 
holy, brought to Zion. But the breath 
of that person who rejects my God is 
like the upas tree to me — it is poI - 
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sonous ; I do not like it. I admit 
that I occasionally find some who have 
not been baptized , in whom there is a 
stripe of honor and good- will which I 
Kke ; but I speak generally of those 
who knowingly persecute the people 
of God, who reject the truth ; I do 
not love them, I am like the old In- 
dian, " Though I will forgive and for- 
get, I always remember/* It is bred 
in my bones ; I was raised up in the 
" Mormon" Church from my child- 
hood ; it is sweet to me, sweeter than 
the honey or the honeycomb ; it is life 
and breath to me ; it is eternal life, 
and I love it. 

I do not like the person who sneers 
at " Mormon ism," and I do not like 
those who associate with such ; they 
are no brothers, no sisters, nor friends 
to me, I fellowship those who love 
the institutions of God — who love the 
servants of God, and the truth of God, 
and the principles of righteousness. 
But that class that sneer at the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel, and the institu- 
tions of the kingdom of God, who like 
to associate with the wicked and un- 
godly, are not my brothers, they are 
not my sisters, nor friends, nor the 
friends of God. But the person who 
seeks to convert the sinner, and bring 
him to the truth ; I like that disposi- 
tion. What I am at is this — not that 
I feel any different towards those out 
of the Church than the rest of you ; 
there are a great many of the brethren 
and sisters who are poor devils. All 


Gentiles, in their eyes, are so good, so 
kind, so loving, so gentle, and so full 
of sympathy, that they cannot tell that 
there is any difference between them 
and the Latter-day Saints, Give rae 
the man and the woman that can tell 
the difference between the devil and a 
Saint, Says one, 11 Most all of us 
can/ 1 I tell you, you cannot. I see 
people on my right and on my left 
who can dwell and associate with the 
un godly, drink into their spirit, and 
fall into the same Condemnation as 
they do. Take a man who is pure, 
he sees the corruption of the un- 
godly. I do not like it ; it has no 
pirit of Zion in if t mrtf ^*v\ 

New-comers, you will find men 
ailed Saints who are " land-sharks of 
tah." We have all kinds of men 
ere, and we expect to have them ; 
and if some of you who have been 
brought here by the Fund this year, 
are no better than many of those who 
were brought last season, you will 
whine ; but for God's sake, when you 
feel like whining, bite your tongue; 
and if you do not like to do that, use 
brother H, Kimball's remedy — chew 
a piece of India rubber, and keep 
chewing it until you get the grunt out 
of you. 

I do not wish to detain you. May 
the God of heaven bless you, and bless 
the Saints in every land and nation, 
that Israel may be gathered, and the 
Saints saved, which may God grant. 
Amen. 
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Beloved Friends and Brethren — It 
appears to have fallen to my lot to be 
your speaker at this time, and to call 
your attention to a subject that was 
proposed in tho former part of the 
day, ' 

At tho time I gave out the appoint- 
ment for this evening a meeting, my 
eve was fixed upon another person to 
deliver the lecture. I shall try to do 
the subject as good justice as my 
abilities, aided by the faith of the 
Saints and the Spirit of God, may en- 
able me to do, I desire not only your 
candid and undivided attention, but I 
trust I shall also have your prayers, 
that the Lord may inspire me with 
those arguments and reasons that are 
well pleasing in His sight, that I may 
acquit my self before Him, if it may not 
bo my good fortune to acquit myself so 
amply before you as my h$art would 
desire. 

While reflecting upon the subject 
of this evening's lecture, those words 
occurred to my mind, which our Sa- 
vior spake to the Jews, who consider- 
ed themselves righteous, and looked 
upon others with distrust and disdain 
—in short, who looked upon oth*r$ 
as sinners ; to reprove them, he said, 
*• Ye are they which justify yourselves 
before men ; but God knoweth your 
hearts : for that which is highly es- 
teemed among men is abomination 
in the sight of God." | 

I do not know that I shall confine 
myself to this text particularly. Al- 
though I have repeated these words 
for the text, jet the text is not a guide 


1 at all times for the servant of God. It 
is the letter that killeth, we read, but 
it is the Spirit that giveth life. The 
Spirit of the Almighty is the agent by 
which His servants should ever be led. 

The words contained in this Biblo 
are merely a history of what is gono 
by ; it was never given to guide the 
servant of God in the course lie should 
' pursue, any more than the words and 
1 commandments of God, given to a ge- 
neration under one set of circumstan- 
ces, would serve for another genera- 
tion under another set of circumstan^ 
ces. There must be something to 
suggest or to draw forth the command 
to answer the circumstance under 
which we are placed at the time. 

It is so with the servants of God* 
There is a Spirit that is ever ready, 
and points out, under varied and con- 
flicting circumstances, the very courso 
which the servants of God should pur- 
sue. The Bible is not a sufficient 
guide ; it is only the history of the 
people who lived 11800 years ago* 
The history of our Church in this day, 
presents the scenes and transactions 
of this people — the revelations and 
words of God to them ; but if an indi- 
vidual living an hundred, or eighteen 
hundred, years hence, under different 
circumstances, were to adopt the his- 
tory of this people for his guide in all 
things, he would not find it sufficient 
to answer the circumstances surround- 
ing him. 

Hence, it is the letter that killeth, 
and the Spirit giveth life* In tho 
light of that celestial agent I everhopo 
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to walk. I hope that it may be not 
only my helm and guide, but yours 
also, through all the labyrinths and 
windings of this mortal life, until we 
attain a standing upon ground celes- 
tial. 

I have heard it remarked sometimes, 
by individuals who wtre not identified 
or connected with our Church, that if 
they could only be convinced that po- 
lygamy was true, they would become 
''Mormons" at once. 

Do you believe the Bible ? " Cer^ 
tainly I do, M says the inquirer. Did 
father Abraham and the ancient Pa- 
triarchs live in this relation, and prac- 
tise this doctrine ? You say they did. 
Then if what they practised is true, 
you are bound to become a 14 Mor- 
mon," upon your own hypothesis and 
reasons. But, gentlemen, if I knew 
that that was the all convincing argu- 
ment, and if that was the principal 
doctrine that alone influenced you to 
become a 11 Mormon," I should at once 
say, let me never baptbse such a per- 
son, let me never be the agent to bring 
sueh a person into the Church and 
kingdom of God. 

God despises every character who 
Kould enter His Church for no other 
purpoie than to criminally indulge his 
natural propensities. Then, gentle- 
men, do not indulge the expectation, 
if you should be convinced by the ar- 
guments I may adduce in favor of 
the doctrine of polygamy, as it is cal- 
led, that that will prove a sufficient 
ground work for your faith . But where 
is the ground upon which to base 
your faith ? Where shall you go to 
£nd out " Mormonism" from the foun- 
dation to the top-stone, from the root 
to the uttermost branch in the tree ? 
3}#gin at the beginning. If men wish 
to accomplish any work, they must 
tegin at the beginning of that work, 
not in the middle of it, or at the end- ! 
I must begin at the beginning, and if 
1 know that the first stone is hud upon 
a permanent foundation, I can then 
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with safety add another to that already 
laid ; but if I cannot lay the iirst stone 
upon ground that is solid — if I cannot 
lay it upon, a rock, I may despair of 
ever rearing a fabric or superstructure 
that will resist the rain and winds that 
may be hurled against it by the power 
of nature. We must begin at the 
beginning, and not content ourselves 
by grasping at that whi *h may bo 
beautiful in illustration and enlist our 
attention, and hegin to buiM upon it 
as a foundation. In such a case wo 
may have branches, but wc do not bear 
the root. 

I know that this doctrine is made 
the subject of a great deal of ridicule. 
I know that the world at large who 
profess to be pious, or, if not pious, 
morally upright, look upon it as a 
damning sin, as a stain upon the 
bright escutcheon of their country, 
here in the very heart of the United 
States territory, surrounded by tall 
mountains; they consider it a dark 
spot in the country's history. Many 
of the great politicians of the day Hew 
it in this point of light. Religionists 
are still more scrupulous — they regard 
it as a heinous and damning sin, 

I always consider it my duty, under 
proper circumstances, to give a reason 
of the hope that is in me, with meek- 
ness and fear ; and if I have imbibed a 
principle, and am unable to defend it 
upon tjie principles of truth, justice, 
equity, and true philosophy, I should 
consider I was walking in the dark. 

Whenever truth is manifested by 
revelation to the servants of God, it 
never comes without a reason for it* 
When the light of revelation bursts 
upon the mind, it not only unfolds 
one principle, but many. For in* 
stance, to illustrate this idea, suppose 
this room were in total darkness, and 
we were seated as we now are, if a 
brilliant light were introduced in the 
midst of the room, it would enable us 
to see not only one person, but the 
whole multitude. 
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So it is with the light of revelation. 
When it bursts into the human mind, 
it not only reveals one principle, but 
casts a halo of light upon all connect- 
ed with it. An individual thus fa- 
wred, walks in the light of Jehovah s 
countenance. I have a desire that 
in this light we may walk; and he 
whose eye is single, says the Savior, 
liis whole body shall be full of light, 
and there is no darkness in hitn, nor 
oeoasion of stumbling. 

What is the condition of the world 
at large, both religious and political, 
who regard us as being in the depths 
of sin, iniquity, and transgression? 
What are their customs ? Go, if you 
please, to the large cities of every na- 
tion and clime. I have visited many 
of them in the four quarters of the 
earth, and in the islands of the sea. 
I have had some little experience in 
relation to these things, so far as com- 
mon observation could give it to rne, 
and I pretty well understand the man- 
lier of life of the world at largo, 

A man, for instance, who has the 
most riches, the man who can com- 
mand the most wealth, I do not not 
•ay this is the case with all, but it is 
the case with the majority — they not 
only have their wives and families 
with whom they publicly live and as- 
sociate, but they also have in secret 
} 1 .i -vs (L ir mistresses, whom they 
maintain not honorably, but under a 
cloak as it were. Wh en by their ille- 
gitimate connexions they are likely to 
increase their rare, what means do 
they resort to, to save their credit, to 
keep their honor unsullied in the eyes 
of the multitude, to cover up their in- 
iquity, hide their crimes, and smother 
their shame? A skilful practitioner 
is employed to destroy the embryo off- 
spring. This is murder. 

Nor is this the only means used to 
hide their shame, and save themselves 
frum reproach. They may be success* 
fill m hiding their iniquity from the 
eye of man, but they cannot hide it 


from the eye of the Omnipotent Jeho- 
hovah. Is there not a day coming 
when these acts will be searched out, 
and proclaimed abroad, and that, too, 
by a mind that penetrates the secret 
thoughts and intents of the hearts of 
the children of men? "What! is 
there indeed such a day approaching?" 1 
Yes. It may be hid for a little sea- 
son from the view of the wicked, but 
it is steadily approaching, and will 
come as a thief in the night; and 
those very persons, both male and fe- 
male, who often throw out their an- 
athemas against the 11 Mormons, n 
against their course, and manner of 
life, will be overwhelmed with it 

Then how will apply the words of 
our text— M Ye are they that justify 
yourselves before men, but Godknow- 
eth your hearts; for that which is 
well pleasing in the sight of men, h 
an abomination to God." What is 
well pleasing in the eyes of worldly 
men — men devoid of principle, and 
destitute of the righteousness of God ? 
It is pleasing to them to hide and 
smother up anything that would tend 
to cast reproach and infamy upon their 
name. The blackness of their cha- 
racter they seek to conceal from the 
public gaze, and appear good Chris- 
tians, and honorable men in society, 
men of principle, virtue, and integrity. 
If they can hide their ahame, no mat- 
ter what the expense or suffering 
caused in destroying the embryo com- 
ing into being. They care not to 
risk the life of her who would become 
a mother. All this is well pleasing in 
the eyes of unprincipled men, and 
that their iniquity should not come to 
light 

^ But that thatis well pleasing in tho 
sight of men, is an abomination in the 
sight of God. I will venture to say; 
that you may go into the most popu- 
lous cities of the world, and you will 
find a considerable part of those who 
give tone to Christianity as it is in the 
world, standing in these miserable re- 
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lations, under cover, and in secret* 
These things are true, and it is enough 
to pain the heart of the philanthropist, 
and wound the feelings of any man 
who is the friend of suffering humani- 
ty, to read their history, and observe 
their course. I would not follow 
them in all their filthy windings, were 
I able. Had I the discerning eye of 
an angel, or of a God, I would not 
wish to follow them up. and disclose 
to you the corruptions that are prac- 
tised in the world, and all undei the 
cloak of popularity, shrouded by high 
standing, and worldly authority ; and 
thus they are protected in their un- 
lawful relations. 

I am not disposed to charge home 
upon the lawgivers of our country 
things of this kind ; I will not pre- 
sume to do it ; yet at the same time, 
If I can credit their own statements 
in relation to the acts of one another 
touching these matters, it is enough 
to make the nations blush and hide 
their heads in shame, from such mise- 
rable, MISERABLE, corrupt pro- 
ceedings. 

But we do not wish to sustain our 
own position upon the corruptions of 
others— our own position, as it is in 
the mind and revelations of % God. 
God forbid that our faith should be 
founded upon the corruptions of the 
world. Our faith is founded upon the 
purity of the word of life, and there 
let it be grounded. 

Well, now, friends and brethren, 
will you listen to me for a short time, 
and let me conduct you as far as I 
shall be able this evening, through 
the volume of inspiration that is uni- 
versally acknowledged by all Christen- 
dom to be the word of God, the truth 
of heaven ? Will you listen to some 
of the sayings contained in that book? 
And then say whether we possess the 
same spirit now that inspired the 
breasts of the ancients, whose history 
is penned upon these pages* Judge 
for yourselves whether it be so or not. 


In the first place, then, we will 
look unto Abraham our father, and to 
Sarah who bore us, for if we aro 
Christ's, then we are Abraham's seed, 
and heirs according to the promise. 
Let any story be told of my father 
whereby dishonor is laid to his charge, 
or let any reproach be cast upon my 
mother, and if the feelings of the 
loyalty of a son towards his parents 
dwell in my bosom I will resist all 
such reproach* No matter how sinful 
they might have been, their sins must 
not be portrayed before me, I -look 
then unto Abraham ns my father, and 
unto Sarah as my mother who bore 
me. How was it, then, with Abra- 
ham? He is said to be the father of 
the faithful, and the great head of the 
Church in the days of the Patriarchs , 
and the head of those who have been 
adopted into the covenant of Jehovah, 
through the blood of His only begot- 
ten ; for if we are Christ's then wo 
are Abraham's seed, and heirs accord- 
ing to the promise. If, by the virtuo I 
of the Savior's blood, our sins aro 
washed away, we are the children of ] 
Abraham ; we hail him as our father, 
and Sarah as our mother ; he is the 
father of the faithful, he is the father 
of many nations. How was it with 
Abraham? Did he please God, walk 
before Him uprightly, and obtain this 
testimony that he pleased God, and . 
obtain promises that no other man 
has obtained since the days of A bra- j 
ham, the Son of God excepted ? Jo- ; 
hovah promised that in him and in his 
seed all the nations of the earth should 
be blessed, as a pattern of piety, and 
as the great head of the Church. Be- 
cause of his faithfulness in keeping 
the commandments of Jehovah on 
earth f he drew from on high this great 
promise. Who has lived since that 
time who has been thus blessed? I 
will Tenture to say not one. Then if 
we are his children, will we not do 
the works of faithful Abraham ? So 
said the Savior, who eyer spoke the 
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truth, who ever declared the mind and 
will of his Father in heaven. Are we 
Abraham s seed, or are we bastards 
and not sons ? That is the question* 

Let us see what Abraham's works 
were, Abraham obtained promises* 
What promise have you obtained ? 
W hat promise has the Christian world 
obtained? 44 Why," says one, 11 the 
Bible is all full of promises made to 
the people of God long ago." Bat 
what have the promises to the people 
of God long ago to do with us ? Have 
we obtained proi#ises to ourselves? 
There is the 'point If our fathers 
obtained promises that they should be 
. . l, and were fed, their eating and 
drinking does not satisfy my appetite. 
It satisfied them, but that has nothing 
to do with me, I want the same kind 
of. substantial food myself. If Abra- 
ham obtained promises, I want to ob- 
tain promises also. M What ! A man 
that has more than one wife obtain 
promises from God ? " I tell you there 
were but few in olden times who ever 
did obtain promises from God, that 
had not more than one wife, if the 
, '.iblo bo true. There was David, and 
there was Solomon ; there were the 
whole line of the I'Av^h of IsradL 
Says one, *■ Th;it 1 hie was for 
xhe Jews, and has nothing to do with* 
as ; that is the Old Testament ; and, 
having more wives was according to 
their law, and according to their cus-L 
torn, but it does not apply to us ; the-1 
Sarin of the world is our great pat- 
tern, he is our great lawgiver. 11 

And how is it with him ? Let us 
inquire. Did the Savior of the world 
consider it to be his duty to filial all 
righteousness ? You answer, yes. 
Even the simple ordinance of baptism 
he would not pass by, for the Lord 
t jiiimanded it, and therefore it was 
righteousness to obey what the Lord 
had commandpd, and ho would fulfil 
all righteousness. Upon this hypothe- 
sis I will go back to the beginning, and 

notice the commandment that was 


given to our first parents in the garden 
of Eden. The Lord said unto them, 
" llultiply and replenish the earth.** 
I will digress here for a moment from 
the thread of the subject, and bring 
an idea that may perhaps have a bear- 
ing upon it. ' * ^ x * 

The earth, you remember, was void 
and empty, until our first parents be- 
gan at the garden of Eden. What 
does the term replenish mean? This 
word is derived from tho Latin; " re" 
and " plenus ; " " re " denotes repeti- 
tion, iteration ; and " plenus " signi- 
fies fall, complete ; then the meaning 
of the word replenish is, to refill, re- 
complete. If I were to go into a 
merchant's store, and find he had got 
a new stock of goods, I should say — 
"You have replenished your stock, that 
is, tilled up your establishment, for it 
looks as it did before." "Now go forth," 
says the Lord, 44 and replenish the 
earth;" for it was covered with gloomy 
clouds of darkness, excluded from tho 
light of heaven, and darkness brooded 
upon the face of the deep. The world 
was peopled before the days of Adam, 
as much so as it was before thedavs of 
Noah, It was said that Noah became 
i l.o lather of a new world, but it was 
the same old world still, and will con- 
tinue to be, though it may pass through 
many changes. ; ^ 

When God said, Go forth and re- 
plenish the earth ; it was to replenish 
the it j habitants of the human species, 
and make it as it was before. Our 
tirst parents, then, were commanded to 
multiply and replenish the earth ; and 
if the Savior found it his duty to bo 
baptized to fulfil all righteousness, a 
command of far less importance than 
that of multiplying his race, (if indeed 
there is any difference in the com- 
mandments of Jehovah, for they aro 
all important, and all essential,) would 
he not find it his duty to join in with 
the rest of the faithful ones in replen- 
ishing the earth? 4 'Mr. Hyde, do 
you really wish to imply thftt the im- 
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maculate Savior begat children? It 
is a blasphemous assertion against the 
purity of the Savior's life, to say the 
least of it. Tbe holy aspirations that 
ever ascended from him to his Father 
would never allow him to have any 
such fleshly and carnal connexions, 
never, no never." This is the gene- 
ral idea ; hut the Savior never thought 
It beneath- him to obey the mandate 
of his Father ; he never thought this 
stooping beneath his dignity; he 
never despised what God had made ; 
for they are bone of his bone, and 
flesh of his flesh ; kindred spirits, that 
once basked in rays of immortality 
nnd eternal life. When he found 
them clothed upon and surrounded 
with the weaknesses of mortal flesh, 
would he despise them ? No. It is 
true, I have seen men who became 
poor and miserable all at once, and 
then those who were their friends in 
the days of their prosperity turn from 
them, and scarcely deign to bestow 
them a look, it being too humiliating 
to associate with them in their pover- 
ty. But it was not so with the Sa- 
vior ; he associated with them in other 
spheres, and when they came here, 
descending below all things, he did not 
despise to associate with these same 
kindred spirits. ** Then you really 
mean to hold to the doctrine that the 
Savior of the world was married ; do 
tou mean to be understood so ? And if 
eo, do you mean to be understood that 
ha had more than one wife ? n 

The Christian world by their pre- 
judices have driven us away from the 
Old Bible, so we must now appeal to 
the New Testament, for that seems to 
suit the prejudice of the people; 
though to me it is all alike, both the 
Old and New Testaments ; for the 
scribe that is well instructed, brings 
out of his treasury things both new 
and old. This is my treasury, or 
Tather, it is one of my treasuries, and 
vhat I cannot find there, I trust will 
come down from on high, and lodge 
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in my heart. The gift of God is also 
my treasury, even the Holy Spirit. 

Now suppose I should set out my- 
self, and travel through the cities of 
the nation as a celebrated reformer, 
preaching revelations and sentiments 
as lofty as the skies, and rolling oat 
ideas strange and new, to which tho 
multitude were entirely unaccustom- 
ed ; and wherever I went, suppose I 
had with me three or four women- 
one combing my head, another wash* 
ing my feet, and another shedding 
tears upon them, and wiping them 
with the hair of her head. Suppose 
I should lean upon them, and they 
upon me, would it not appear mon- 
strous in the eyes of the world? 
Would they ride me into Jerusalem 
upon our ass's colt, and catt branches 
of the palm tree beneath my feet, 
shouting, "Hosannah, blessed is ho 
that cometh in the name of thfl Lord, 
hosannah in the highest ? " 1 guess 
they would give me a coat of tar and 
feathers, and ride me on a rail ; and 
it is my opinion they would serve the 
Savior the same, did he go about now 
as he did eighteen hundred years ago. 

There is an old prophecy of Isaiah, 
which I cannot stop to read, but yoa 
will find it in the 53rd chapter of his 
prophecies ; read the whole of tha 
chapter. This particular prophecy 
speaks of Christ all the way through. 
It is there said, " When thou shale 
make his soul an offering for sin, ho 
shall see his seed/' What constitutes 
the soul ? The spirit and body of 
man united ; for you know it is sakl 
in one place that so many souls were 
slain in the night by the angel of 
God. The immortal part was not 
slain, but a disunion of the mortal 
and immortal parts took place. AVhea 
they shall make his soul an offering 
for sin, hs shall see his seed. If he 
has no seed, how could he see them ? 
When they make his soul an offer- 
ing for sin, he shall see his seed, an J 
prolong his days, and the pleasure of 


the Lord shall prosper in his hand." 

By and bye the Prophet goes on to say, 
44 And who shall declare his genera- 
tion," for his life is taken from the 
earth. If he had no generation, who 
could declare it. I told you there 
was an agent who would bring out 
every subject in bold relief, which is 
the Holy Ghost, who searcheth all 
things, even the deep things of God, 
and until that celestial agent should fire 
some man's heart to declare his gene- 
ration, it could never be made known. 
Who shall declare it ? He could 
not, for he was cut off from the earth. 
I have noticed the prophecy of Isaiah, 
that portion of it which was fulfilled 
in the person of the Savior, for the 
Lord divided him a portion with the 
great, 41 and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong; because he hath pour- 
ed out his soul unto death : and he 
was numbered with the transgressors ; 
and he bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgres- 
sors/' Upon him was laid the iniquity 
of us all; he was numbered with 
thieves, and in his expiring moments 
he said, 44 Father, forgive them ; for 
they know not what they do," 41 He 
was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth ; he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
He was taken from prison and from 
judgment : and who shall declare his 
generation ? for he was cut off out 
of the land of the living : for the 
transgression of my people was he 
stricken." Now if one portion of this 
prophecy has been fulfilled, the other 
portion has, or will be. 

How was it with Mary and Martha, 
and other women that followed him ? 
In old times, and it is common in this 
day, the women, even as Sarah, called 
their husbands Lord ; the word Lord 
is tantamount to husband in some lan* 
guages, master, lord, husband, are 
ftbout synonymous. In England we 
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frequently hear the wife say, " Whero 
is my master ?" She does not mean a 
tyrant, but as Sarah called her hus- 
band Lord, she designates hers by the 
word master. When Mary of old 
came to the sepulchre on the first 
day of the week, instead of finding 
Jesus she saw two angels in white, 
44 And they say unto her, Woman, 
why weepest thou ? She said unto 
them, Because they have taken away 
my Lord," or husband, 41 and I know not 
where they have laid him* And when 
she had thus said, she turned herself 
back, and saw Jesus standing, and 
knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus 
saith unto her, Woman, why weepest 
thou? whom seekest thou? She, sup- 
posing him to be the gardener, saith 
unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him 
hence, tell me where thou hast laid 
him, and I will take him away. Je- 
sus saith unto her, Mary. She turned 
herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni ; 
which is to say, Master*" Is there not 
here manifested the affections of a 
wife. These words speak the kindred 
ties and sympathies that are common 
to that relation of husband and wife. 
Where will you find a family so nearly 
allied by the ties of common religion? 
"Well," you say, 44 that appears ra- 
ther plausible, but I want a little 
more evidence, I want you to find 
where it says the Savior was actually 
married." 

Have you ever read your Bibles ? 
I must confess I have not read it for 
some time, but looked more to Him 
who rules on high, and to those who 
hold the words of life in the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost; I look to 
them more frequently than to it. I 
have once memorized tht Bible, and 
when any one quoted one verse, I x 
could quote the next. I have memo- 
rized it in English, German, and He- 
brew, still I do not profess to he very 
familiar with it now, yet the senti- 
ments and spirit of it are in my heart, 
and will be as long as I live, and still 
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remain when I am gone to another 
sphere* When does it say the Savior 
was married ? I believe I will read it 
for your accommodation, or you might 
not believe my words were I to say 
that there is indeed such a Scrip- 
ture. 

We will turn over to the account 
of the marriage in Cana of Galilee, 
and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Yes, and somebody else too. You 
will Und it in the 2nd chapter of 
John's Gospel ; remember it and read 
it when you go home, " And the 
third day there was a marriage in 
Cana of Galilee ; and the mother of 
Jesus was there : and both Jesus was 
called, and his disciples, to the mar- 
riage. And when they wanted wine, 
the mother of Jesus eaith unto him, 
They have no wine. Jesus saith unto 
her, Woman, what have I to do with 
thee? mine hour is not yet come. His 
mother saith unto the servants, What- 
soever he saith unto you, do it And 
there were set there six water pots of 
stone, after the manner of the purify- 
ing of the Jews, containing two or 
three firking apiece, Jesus saith un- 
to them, Fill the water pots with 
water. And they filled them up to 
the brim. And he saith unto them, 
Draw out now, and bear unto the go- 
vernor of the feast. And they bare it. 
When the ruler of the feast had tast- 
ed the water that was made wine, and 
knew not whence it was : (but the ser- 
vants which drew the water knew ;) 
the governor of the feast called the 
bridegroom, and saith unto him " — 
that is, the ruler of the feast saith un- 
to the bridegroom, H Every man at 
the beginning doth set forth good wine ; 
and when men have well drunk, then 
that which is worse : but thou hast 
kept the good wine until now." 

Gentlemen, that is as plain as the 
translators, or different councils over 
this Scripture, dare allow it to go to 
t * world, but the thing is there ; it 
as told ; Jesus was the bridegroom at 


the marriage of Cana of Galilee, and 
he told them what to do. 

Now there was actually a marriage ; 
and if Jesus was not the bridegroom 
on that occasion, please tell who was. 
If any man can show this, and prove 
that it was not the Savior of the world, 
then I will acknowledge I am in 
error. We say it was Jesus Christ 
who was married, to be brought into 
the relation whereby he could see his 
seed, before he was crucified. " Has he 
indeed passed by the nature of angels, 
and taken upon himself the seed of 
Abraham, to die without leaving a 
seed to bear his name on the earth ? T 
No, But when the secret is fully out, 
the seed of the blessed shall be ga- 
thered in, in the last days ; and he 
who has not the blood of Abraham 
flowing in his veins, who has not one ] 
particle of the Savior's in him, I am 
afraid is a stereotyped Gentile, who 
will be left out and not be gathered in 
the last days ; for I tell you it is the 
chosen of God, the seed of the blessed, 
that shall be gathered. I do not des- 
pise to be called a son of Abraham , if 
he had a dozen wives ; or to be called 
a brother, a son, a child of the Savior, 
if he had Mary, and Martha, and se- j 
veral others, as wives ; and though he 
did cast seven devils out of out of I 
them, it is all the same to me. j 
Well, then, he shall see his seed, j 
and who shall declare his generation, j 
for he was cut off from the earth ? 1 
shall say here, that before the Savior I 
died, he looked upon his own natural 
children, as we look upon ours ; he 
saw his seed, and immediately after- 
wards he was cut off from the earth ; 
but who shall declare his generation ? 
They had no father to hold them in 
honorable remembrance ; they passed 
into the shades of obscurity, never to 
be exposed to mortal eye as the seed 
of the blessed one. For no doubt had 
they been exposed to the eye of the 
world, those infants might have shared 
the same fate as the children in Jeru. 
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salem in the days of Herod, when all 
the children were ordered to be slain 
under such an age, with the hopes of 
slaving the infant Savior, They 
might have suffered by the hand of 
the assassin, as the sons of many 
kings have done who were heirs appa- 
rent to the thrones of their fathers. 

History is replete with circumstan- 
ces of neek-or-nothing politicians dye- 
ing their hands in the blood of those 
who stood in their way to the throne 
or to power. 

That seed has bad its influence 
upon the chosen of God in the last 
days. The same spirit inspires them 
that inspires their father, who bled 
and died upon the cross after the man- 
ner of the flesh. 

" Well, but," says one, " there was 
certainly an injunction laid upon the 
Bishops in New Testament times, 
that they should have but one wife. 
This is brought up as a great argu- 
ment against the position the Latter- 
day Saints have taken. In olden 
lilies they might have passed through 

j same circumstances as some of the 
Latter- day Saints had to in Illinois. 
What would it have done for ua, if 
they had known that many of us had 
more than one wife when wc lived in 
Illinois? They would have broken 
i - up, doubtless, worse than they did. 
-They may break us up, and rout us 
from one place to another, but by and 
bye we shall come to a point where 
we shall have all the women, and they 
will hare none. You may think 1 am 
joking about this, but I can bring you 
the truth of God to demonstrate it to 
you. I have not advanced anything 
I have not got an abundance of back- 
ing for. There is more truth than 
poetry in this as sure as you live. 

The Bishops anciently, in their office 
and callings, had a great deal to do 
with temporal matters — serving tables, 
attending to the poor, &c. And in- 
asmuch as so much trust was reposed 

them of a temporal character, they 


were required to have a fair reputa* 
tion, and must not stand in any rela- 
tion that would in the least prejudice 
their reputation with the world of 
mankind. 

In certain countries* plurality of 
wives is legal. Christendom think 
they art about everybody, and the 
" rest of mankiud " are few and far 
between, I have travelled among na- 
tions and countries where this doc- 
trine was tolerated by law, and I will 
venture to say, if we w«re to take a 
walk through the world to-night, and 
find out those who are in favor of, 
or against, this doctrine, the majority 
would be in its favor. Could the 
whole world be assembled here before 
me, and a vote taken upon this subject, 
they would give us the right of con- 
science iu this matter. 

Has not the Mahomedan a right to 
bo in favor of it ? Did not God 
make him ? And is not his right as 
dear to him as ours? AYhy should 
we set ourselves up as a little family 
of nations in Christendom, and say to 
the rest of the great family of the 
world, 41 You shall not do so and so, 
and you shall do this or that?" Why 
should we be restricted in this matter, 
while the great majority of the world 
decide in its favor ? 

Take this question up upon politi- 
cal principles, and what do the ma- 
jority of the world say about it ? 
They establish our right. Then take 
it upon the principles of natural philo- 
sophy, and the truth of our position 
is made still more apparent. Had I 
language to portray to the most deli- 
cate ear the principles of our existence, 
and the laws of our nature, the most 
stubborn sceptic would be obliged to 
yield to the power of truth. I might 
take up the subject in this point 
of light, but I will forbear, I will 
spare you. If I had a congregation 
of men, I would not spare them one 
whit. 

The Bishop is to be the husband of 
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one wife- And as for old Paul, 
everybody says he lived and died a ; 
bachelor ; but he said all things were 
lawful for him, and that he had power 
to lead about a sister, a wife, as well 
as other Apostles, and as the brethren 
of the Lord, and Cephas. Paul did 
not make known all things, for all 
things were not lawful to tell. He 
said himself, he knew a man that was 
caught up to the third heavens, and 
heard things unlawful to utter. If 
he did not take a wife, and multiply; 
and replenish the earth, he did not 
fulfil the first great fundamental law 

of nature* 

There are many living now who are 
bachelors. I do not complain of the 
very old men, for they cannot help \ 
themselves at all times, but I am 
going to complain of the old bache- 
lors ; and I tell you what it is, if you 
do not step forward and marry, and 
try to carry on the great work of Je- 
hovah, it will be left for a baler man 
to do than you. [Voice in the stand, 
" There is but one old bachelor in the 
Territory, and he has gone to the 
States."] ! I beg your pardon ; Pre- 1 
isident Young says he does not know of 
but one old bachelor in all the Terri- 
tory of Utah, and he has gone to the 
States ; therefore I have nothing more 
to say on this particular point- Look 
abroad upon the world at large, and 
how many are there who are too nig- 
gardly to take a wife, and support her 
and her offspring honorably, and rear 
up a family that will rellect honor 
upon them in their old age ! No — 
they cannot afford to do this, but they 
go where they can gratify their fleshly 
desires, leaving the consequences al- 
together with the confiding females 
whom they dishonor, and who in that 
state despair of ever being reinstated 
in society with a good character, give 
themselves to prostitution, and in rot- 
tenness go down to a premature grave 
with ten thousand curses on the heads 
of their deceivers. 


Do you suppose these things are j 
going to escape the all-seeing eye of 
the Great Jehovah ? And will He not 
visit the guilty sensualist with a » 
dreadful punishment? He will. *Why 
not in honorable wedlock raise up off- 
spring to glorify God? Why this 
niggardly disposition? No wonder 
the Lord Almighty sends the pesti- 
lence to lay them waste, and reduce 
nations and cities to ruins. 

Brethren and sisters, it is for us to 
have the light of truth shining in our 
eyes, and honor that truth in all our 
intercourse with one another. 

The Bishop shall have but one wife. 
If you were in a country where only 
one wife is allowed bylaw, then you 
would be obliged to have but one. 
What shall I say? A Bishop in I 
Kngland, where he knew polygamy to 
be contrary to law, must have but one 
wife ; if you want another, and the law 
will not allow it, you must go where 
it is allowed by law. It was the case 
with the Bishops in olden times. <jj 
I We must submit to the laws of man I 
until ho shall reign whose right it is 1 
, to reign. J 

This is the cord that shall revolu- 
tionize the whole world, and it will 
make the United States tremble frona jj 
the very head to the foot; it is like lea- | 
1 ven hid in three measures of meal until 
the whole is leavened. There is such 
1 a tide of irresistible arguments that r 1 
like the grand Mississippi, it bears on 
its bold current everything that dares I 
to oppose its course. ^ j 

Says one, " Why i* it that men in 
your society may have more than one 
! wife? What is the policy of it?" 
The men of God who hold the Priest- 
hood of heaven , and imbibe the light 
of the Holy Ghost, have the privilege 
and right. Now let me illustrate one 
thing, and let me bring it home to 
you. There may be some under the 1 
i sound of my voice that the case will 
fit. Some man will perhaps marry a 
wife of his youth. She dies — he loved 
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her as he loves himself, and her mem- 
ory ever lingers about his heart* He 
marries another, and she dies, and he 
loved her equally as well. He mar- 
ries a third, and so on, and he loved 
them all. By and bye he dies, and 
lie dies with devoted affection and love 
to them all. 

Now in the resurrection, which of 
these wives will he claim ? There is 
no difference in his love to any of 
them f and they have all perhaps 
lorne children to him. He loves the 
children of one mother as well as the 
children of another. What say you ? 
Which shall he have in the resurrec- 
tion ? Why, let him have the whole 
of them* To whom are they nearer 

There is a case opposite to this, 
where a woman married a husband, 
and be died, and so on, until she was 
married to seven husbands, and then 
she died. The question was asked 
the Savior, M Whose wife will she be 
in the resurrection I " for they all had 
her. The Savior gave a curious ans- 
wer. Says he, " In the resurrection 
they neither marry, nor are given in 
marriage, hut are as the angels of 
God." Now tell me how the angels 
are in heaven, and then we shall have 
the secret. 

It is said, " In the last days, saith 
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all flesh : and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams : and on my 
servants and on my handmaidens I will 
pour out in those days of my Spirit; and 
they shall prophecy." You are praying 
every day, ** Thy kingdom come, and 
thy will be done on earth as it is in hea- j 
veu. 1p You never can know how it is 
done in heaven, unless you can see it 
by vision ; or the kingdom, when it does 
come, unless it is revealed to you by 
the spirit of prophecy, or in dreams 
and visions ; then you know it 
This is the benefit of dreams and 


visions, although this power is lightly 
spoken of, and repudiated in the Chris- 
tian world. The revelation of the Al- 
mighty from God to a man who holds 
the Priesthood, and is enlightened by 
the Holy Ghost, whom God designs to 
make a ruler and a governor in His 
eternal kingdom is, that he may have 
many wives, that when he goes yonder 
to another sphere he may still con- 
tinue to perpetuate his species, and 
of the increase of his kingdom and 
government there shall be no end* 
says Daniel. How does the kingdom 
of God increase, but by the increase 
of its subjects ? Everything increases, 
everything multiplies. As brother 
Benson said this morning, even the 
musquitoes of Nebraska increase and 
multiply. If they do, why not high 
orders of the creation have a better 
right ? These musquitoes and insects 
are the result of a fallen world, but 
by and bye there will be nothing to 
hurt or destroy in all God's holy 
mountain. 

These men of God who are married 
here by the authority of heaven are 
sealed on earth and in heaven. The 
good old book says, that which is 
sealed on earth is sealed in heaven ; 
and whosesoever sins ye remit on earth 
shall be remitted in heaven, and what- 
soever ye bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven. That Priesthood that has 
not this power is no better than a rope 
of sand. The true Priesthood alone 
possesses it The Priesthood that has 
not this power is a mock Priesthood* 
and not the Priesthood of the Almigh* 
ty. Little did the world know when 
they treated the Savior as they did, 
that he held their destiny in his hands; 
the world knew him not ; he came to 
his own and they received him not ; 
but the time will come that they will 
know him, and the power of his Priest* 
hood. 

^ When the servants of God and their 
wives go to heaven there is an eternal 
union, and they will multiply and re- 
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plenish the world to which they are 

It is not every man in the United 
States that can be the president, or 
that can be a governor, or a judge, 
but all are within the pale of the go- 
vernment of the United States, though 
they do not all bear rul e ; many are 
called, and few are chosen. But in j 
yonder world those who bear the 
Priesthood, and by their faith and obe- i 
dience obtain the sanction of the Al- 
mighty, they are sealed on earth 
and in heaven, and will be exalted to 
rule and govern for ever ; while those 
who would not listen to the holy com- i 
mandments, and died without having , 
a wife sealed to them, are angels; they 
are lower spirits, and servants to them 
that rule* Therefore, this family of 
old, which the Savior spoke of, saying, 
** In the resurrection they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage," are 
not Gods, but angels, who neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, 
while the men that magnify their call- 
ings are they that bear rule, and hold 
dominion, and receive their crown, 
and are one with the Savior, as he is 
one with the Father- Hence, he 
that is faithful over a few things shall 
be made ruler over many things. 

I have a few words more to say, and 
a great deal more can be said ; for I 
have only just dipped into the subject 
a little- I want to say a few things 
more, and perhaps this is the most 
fitting occasion on which they could 
be said. You never see a 41 Mormon" 
man who bears the Priesthood, unless 
it is some characters that only bear it 
in form, who are devoid of principle, 
who have transgressed, and have es- 
caped being dealt with — I say you 
never see a true-hearted " Mormon" 
man running after a lewd woman ; 
but there are women among the Lat- 
ter-day Saints who are loose in their 
conduct, notwithstanding they have 
embraced the Gospel. We only wish 
to apply this where it belongs ; do not 


any of you have your feelings hurt, 
for God knows I would hold the vir- 
tuous and good as sacred as I would 
my own life. At the same time I am 
bound to speak in plainness, and I 
feel that the Spirit is on me now, I 
am warmed with it, and it presses me 
to speak on this subject, an i 10 speak 
| it out There are families in this 
town that have bowed externally to 
! the yoke of Christ, but they are as 
corrupt as hell, and I can point where 
they are, in what direction they dwell. 
Whin I approach their habitations, 1 
feel that they are an abomination in 
my sight, ** Have you any tangible 
evidence of this?" Yes, I have, and 
more than I want, which I shall keep 
to myself, but the day will come when 
it will all eome out. Do you see 
u Mormon" men running there ? No. 
Wherever you find a house among tho 
Latter-day Saints where no " Mormon 1 ' 
men go, you may know it is not all 
sound in Denmark, I will tell you 
whom you see there in particular — men 
who fear not God nor regard man. 
What have I got to say con cc ruing 
women that will come into the Church 
and kingdom of God, ami bring dis- 
honor upon themselves, and endea- 
vour to bring it upon the whole Church, 
by cohabiting with those cursed scape- 
graces who are passing through here 
to California, who make their boast of 
of what they did in Great Salt Lake 
City ? I know their secret talk in 
their chambers, for the Spirit of God 
searcheth all things. It may not be 
with me to the same extent all the 
time, but sometimes the whole vision 
of my mind is lit up, and I see and 
understand it all. 

I am going to say something upon 
those who dishonor the Church and 
kingdom of God in this way. I will 
tell you 'what shall happen to those 
men and women who commit lewdness, 
and go and boast of it, and laugh in 
the face of heaven. The day shall 
come when their flesh shall rot upon 


their bones, and as they are walking 
it shall drop, ami become a nauseous 
stink upon the highway. Now go and 
boast that you can get all you want 
for a dress pattern, or a yard of rib* 
bon : go and boast of it, and the Lord 
Almighty shall curse you all the day 
long. [Voice in the stand, " Amen/ 1 ] 
And when you step, chunks of your 
flesh shall drop off your bones, and 
stink enough to sicken a dog* 

I speak this to both men and wo- 
men that practise this iniquity in the 
midst of this people ; and if you do 
not refrain from such intercourse, this 
prediction shall begin to take effect, 
and by this you shall know whether 1 
have spoken in the name of the Lord, 
or in the name of Orson Hvde. l or 
such abominable practices to come in 
our midst under the robes of sanctity, 
because there are liberal, holy, and 
righteous principles practised by the 
Saints, I say, curse their habitation 
and their persons ; and if this is your 
mind, let all Israel say amen* [The 
whole of the congregation at the top 
of their voices said, ** Amen ! "] And 
let these contemptible wretches feel 
the 44 Mormon 11 spirit, not by " Mor- 
mon" hands, but by the power of God 
on high, 

I feel charged with the Holy Ghost 
sent down from heaven, and it burns 
In my heart like a flame, and this is 
the testimony I bear. If I do mingle 
in the streets with the crowd to en- 
gage in business as any other man, I 


am not always asleep, and insensible 
to what is passing around me. I do 
not profess to know a great deal, bat 
some things I do know, €iid some 
things I do not know. 

I have endeavored to illustrate this 
subject for the benefit of the honest 
inquirer, I have only just touched it, 
endeavoring to throw out a few hints 
for your consideration, that you may 
know wo are not without some reason 
for our faith and practice touching the 
subject of polygamy. I wish you to 
mind the admonition I have given. 
I have given it to you in faith ; I have 
given it to you regardless of conse- 
quences, for I ask no odds of any 
body, except of my Father in heaven, 
and of my brethren whose hearts I 
know to be pure ; and I want to be 
identified with them in time and in all 
eternity, and with my sisters too ; and 
wish to be exalted with them, and they 
with me, where the Saints may join 
hands after passing through much 
tribulation, and gaining crowns, to re- 
joice together for ever and ever, 

I feel as though I had borne a faith* 
ful testimony, and I now sav, in the 
presence of God and augels, that I 
have given the guilty persons warning, 
and my garments are clean from your 
blood. Take warning, and never do 
a thing that will throw dishonor up* 
on the Saints of the Most High, 

May God add IDs blessing, and pre- 
serve us to His heavenly kingdom, 
which may He grant. Amen. 
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MARRIAGE BELATIONS OF BISHOPS AND DEACOKS. 

An Address by President Brigliam Young, Delivered at the General Conference, in the 

Tabernacle, Great Silt Lake City* October 6, 1854, 


I do not wish to eradicate any items 
from the lecture Elder Hyde has given 
us this evening, but simply to give 
you my views, in a few words, on the 
portion touching Bishops and Deacons, 

In Paul s first epistle to Timothy, 
third chapter, he writes as follows — 

M This is a true saying, If a man 
desire the office of a bishop, he de- 
sireth a good work* A bishop then 
must be blameless, the husband of 
one wife, vigilant, sober, of good be* 
haviour, given to hospitality, apt to 
teach ; not given to wine, no striker, 
not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, 
not a brawler, not eovetous ; one that 
ruleth well his own house, having his 
children in subjection with all gravity; 
(for if a man know not how to rule his 
own house, how shall he take care of 
the Church of God ?) Not a novice, 
lest being lifted up with pride he fall 
into the condemnation of the devil. 
Moreover he must have a good report 
of them which are without; lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the 
devil. Likewise must the deacons be 
grave, not double tongued, not given 
to much wine, not greedy of filthy 
lucre; holding the mystery of the 
faith in a pure conscience. And let 
these also first be proved ; then let \ 
them use the office of a deacon, being 
found blameless. Even so must their 
wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, 
faithful in all things. Let the dea- 
cons be the husbands of one wife, 
ruling their children and their own 
houses well/ 1 

I have read this that your minds 


may be refreshed, and that you may 
know how it does read. 

Instead of my believing for a mo- 
ment that Paul wished to signify to 
Timothy that he must select a man 
to till the office of a Bishop that would 
have but one wife, I believe directly 
the reverse ; but his advice to Timo- 
thy amounts simply to this — It would 
not be wise for you to ordain a man 
to the office of a Bishop unless he has 
a it rife ; you must not ordain a single 
or unmarried man to that calling. 

If you will read this chapter care- 
fully, you will learn the qualifications 
necessary for Deacons and Bishops, 
and also for their wives. 

I will simply give my views with 
regard to this matter, and then leave 
it 

I have no testimony from the Bible, 
neither have I from any history that 
I have any knowledge of, that a man 
was ever prohibited in the Church in 
the days of Paul from taking more 
than one wife. If any 
knowledge to the contrary, let him 
make it known at a suitable time; 
but if such was the case it has not 
come to my knowledge, 

I will now give you my reasons why 
it is necessary that a Bishop should 
have a wife, not but that he may have 
more than one wife. In the first 
place he is (or should be) like a father 
to his ward, or to the people over 
whom he presides, and a good portion 
of his time is occupied among them* 
Still he does not wish to be bound up, 
or flooded with cares of this world, so 
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but that he can officiate in his office, 
and magnify it to acceptance. 

The office of a Bishop is in his 
ward ; and when he finds a man who 
is doing a good business farmer 
or a tradesman, and who has plenty 
around him, and is faithfully paying 
his tithing, he has no business there 
only to receive the tithing that man 
has to pay for the benefit of the king- 
dom of God ; his business is more 
particularly in the houses of widows 
and orphans, and he is called to ad- 
minister to them in righteousness, 
like a father. 

Paul, knowing by observation and 
his own experience the temptations 
that were continually thrown before 
the Elders, gave instructions para- 
mount to this — Before you ordain a 
person to be a Bishop, to take the 
charge of a Branch in any one district 
or place, see that lie has a wife to be- 
gin with ; ho did not say, M but cm 
wife f it does not read so ; but he 
must have one to begin with, in order 
that he may not be continually drawn 
into temptation while he is in the line 
of his duty, visiting the houses of 
widows and orphans, the poor, the 
afflicted, and the sick in his ward. 
He is to converse with families, some- 
times upon family matters, and care 
for them, but if he has no wife, he is 
not so capable of taking care of a fa- 
mily as he otherwise would be, and 
perhaps he is not capable of taking 
care of himself. Now select a young 
man who has preserved himself in 
purity and holiness, one who has car- 
ried himself circumspectly before the 
people, and before God : it would not 
do to ordain him to the office of a 
Bishop, for he may be drawn into 
temptation, and he lacks experience 
in family matters ; but take a man 
who has one wife at least, a man of 
experience, like thousands of our El- 
ders, men of strength of mind, who 
Lave determination in them to pre- 
serve themselves pure under all cir- 


cumstances, at all times, and in all 
places in their wards. Now, Timo- 
thy, select such a man to be a 
i Bishop. 

A Bishop in his calling and duty is 
with the Church all the time ; he is 
not called to travel abroad to preach, 
but is at home ; he is not abroad in 
the world, but is with the Saints, 

When you have got your Bishop, 
he needs assistants, and he ordains 
Counsellors, Priests, Teachers, and 
Deacons, and calls them to help him ; 
and he wishes men of his own heart 
and hand to do this. Says he, " I 
dare not even call a man to be a Dea- 
con, to assist me in my calling, unless 
he has a family/' It is not the busi- 
ness of an ignorant young man, of no 
experience in family matters, to in- 
quire into the circumstances of fami- 
lies, and know the wants of every per- 
son. Some may want medicine and 
nourishment, and to be looked after, 
and it is not the business of boys to 
do this ; but select a man who has got 
I a family to be a Deacoi, whose wife 
can go with him, and assist him in 
administering to the needy in the 
ward. 

These are simply my views in a 
few words on this subject, and always 
have been since I have reflected upon 
the doctrine that the fathers teach us 
, in the Holy Scriptures, I will ven- 
ture to say the view I take of the 
matter is not to be disputed or dis- 
proved by Scripture or reason, 

I have no reasonable grounds upon 
which to say it was not the custom in 
ancient times for a man to have more 
than one wife, but every reason to bt- 
lieve that it was the custom among 
the Jews, from the days of Abraham 
to the days of the Apostles, for they 
were lineal descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, all of whom taught 
and practised the doctrine of plurality 
of wives, and were revered by the 
whole Jewish nation, and it is but na- 
tural that they should have respected 
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and followed their teachings and ex- 
ample, p 

So much I wished to say to my 
brethren and sisters* We have had a 
splendid address from brother Hyde, 
for which I am grateful. I feel in 
my heart to bless the people all the 
time, and can say amen to brother 
Hyde's last remarks, I know just as 
much about those matters as I want 
to know, and if I do not know more, 
it is because there is no more of it in 
the city. It is a hard matter for a 
man to hide himself from me in this 
Territory ; the birds of the air, they 
say, carry news, and if they do not, I 
have plenty of sources for informa- 
tion. 

I say to the congregation, treasure 
up in your hearts what you have heard 
to-night, and at other times. You will 
hear more with regard to" the doctrine, 
that is, our "Marriage Relations/ 1 
Elder Hyde says he has only just 
dipped into it, but, if it will not be 
displeasing to him, I will say he has 
not dipped into it yet ; he lias only I 
ran round the edge of the field. He | 
has done so beautifully, and it will ! 


hare its desired effect. But the whole 
subject of the marriage relation is not 
in my reach, nor in any other man's 
reach on this earth. It is without 
beginning of days or end of years ; it 
is a hard matter to reach. We can 
tell some things with regard to it ; it 
lays the foundation for worlds, for an- 
gels, and for the Gods ; for intelligent 
being3 to be crowned with glory, im- 
mortality, and eternal lives. In fact; 
it is the thread which runs from the 
beginning to the end of the holy Gos- 
pel of salvation — of the Gospel of the 
Son of God ; it is from eternity to 
eternity. When the vision of the 
mind is opened, you can see a great 
portion of it, but you see it compare* 
lively as a speaker sees the faces of 
a congregation. To look at, and talk 
to t each individual separately, and 
thinking to become fully acquainted 
with them, only to spend five minutes 
with each would consume too much 
time, it could not easily be done. So 
it is with the visions of eternity ; we 
can see and understand, but it is dif- 
ficult to tell. May God bless you. 
Amen. 


ORGANIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT OP MAN. 

A Discourse by President Briyham Young 3 Delivered in ike Tabernacle, Great Sidi 

Lake City, JFebrutsry 6, 1833* 


The organization of man, I suppose, 
is one of the deepest and most pro- 
found studies for philosophers and 
theologians there is in nature. The 
conization of man, embracing all 
the attributes and powers of his phy- 
sical and mental constitution, is con- 
sidered a mystery by the wisest and 
most expert philosophers that have 


lived, and is a subject that daily oc- 
cupies the thoughts and researches of 
the more intelligent portion of the 
children of men. s 
When we carefully notice the man- 
ner of our own reflections, it is a mar- 
; vel and a wonder to us ; and we am 
apt to say. What am I ? Who am I ? 
And for what was I made ? Who is 
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the author of my existence ? Who 
laid the foundation of and planned this 
singular structure ? It is a mystery 
how this wonderful machinery works, 
imd how it is sustained to fulfil the 
purpose of its creation ! In reality, 
however, there is no such thing as a 
mystery but to the ignorant. We 
may also say, there is no such thing, 
in reality, as a miracle, except to those 
who do* not understand the 44 Alpha 
and Omega " of every phenomenon 
that is made manifest* To a person 
who thoroughly understands the rea- 
son of all things, and can trace from 
their effects to their true causes, mys- 
tery does not exist. Yet the physical 
and mental existence of man is a great 
mystery to him. 

In the experience of our lives we 
are taught many principles that are 
worthy the attention of the most intel- 
ligent on earth. The first great prin- 
ciple that ought to occupy the atten- 
tion of mankind, that should be un- 
derstood by the child and the adult, 
and which is the main spring of all 
action, (whether people understand it 
or not,) is the principle of improve- 
ment. The principle of increase, of 
exaltation, of adding to that we already 
possess, is the grand moving principle 
and cause of the actions of the chil- 
dren of men. No matter what their 
pursuits are, in what nation they were 
born, with what people they have been 
associated, what religion they profess, 
or what politics they hold, this is 
the main spring of the actions of the 
people, embracing all the powers 
necessarp in performing the duties of 
life. 

This is the lesson we should study* 
The powers of our minds and bodies 
should be governed and controlled in 
that way that will secure to us an eter- 
nal increase. While the inhabitants 
of the earth are bestowing all their 
ability, both mental and physical, up- 
on perishable objects, those who profess 
to be Latter-day Saints, who have the 


privilege of receiving and understand- 
ing the principles of the holy Gospel, 
are in duty bound to study and find 
out, and put in practice in their lives, 
those principles that are calculated to 
endure, aud that tend to a continual 
increase in this, and in the world to 
come. All their earthly avocations 
should be framed upon this principle. 
This alone can insure to them an ex- 
altation ; this is the starting point, in 
this existence, to an endless progres- 
sion. All the ideas, cogitations, and 
labors of man are circumscribed by 
and incorporated in this great prin- 
ciple of life* 

When we duly reflect upon the co- 
gitations of our own minds, when we 
look upon the people called Latter-day 
Saints, upon the earth on which we 
stand, and upon the mighty universe 
around us, by the light of the Spirit of 
truth in our minds, we marvel with 
astonishment. When the light that 
lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world, illuminates the understand- 
ing, and exposes to view the true or- 
der of the works of the Framer of the 
Universe, so that they can contem- 
plate the great first cause of all things, 
and then look upon the grovelling 
pursuits of mortals, and their anxiety 
to obtain that which will perish, at 
the expense of the more enduring sub- 
stance, every person must be struck 
with astonishment beyond measure. 

The human family are like so many 
children that have just learned how to 
walk, in the eyes of a person whose 
mind has been opened by the light of 
the Holy Ghost. The sage, grey 
headed grandfathers, and those of few- 
er years, but not of less experience 
and wisdom, have viewed the eager- 
ness of children to possess mere trifles, 
and often something that would be 
their sure destruction if they obtained 
it. So it is with the inhabitants of 
the world. A company of little chil- 
dren at play is a perfect miniature pic- 
ture of the life of man : " Give mfr 
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this, and give me that ; and I want to 
hare the other thing;" still you are 
not willing I should possess it; and 
the parent knows that often its posses- 
sion would be an injuiy. Or when 
one child sits down in a little chair, 
another one will cry because of it, 
without receiving the least injury. If 
you place a plate of apples or plums 
before a child of three or four years old # 
he will not be content with one, or 
two, or with as many as he can hold, 
but he will try to grasp the whole 
plate full with his little fingers, drop- 
ping one, and taking up another, un- 
til he has scattered and wasted them, 
and at last be contented to sit down 
and eat one, that is, if the rest of the 
children have not any but himself; or 
else cry, when he has as many as he 
can hold, because he can not hold 
them all. The little girl will cry for 
the needle she sees her mother wort 
ing with, and when she has got it, 
handle it to her injury ; afad the little 
boy will cry for the razor he sees 
his father using, \ 
It is so with many of the brethren 
and sisters ; they cry for the razor. 
These inconsistent desires of early 
childhood for trifling things, are ex- 
hibited in the human family, after 
they have arrived to maturer years. 
They may be reaching after things of 
weightier importance than the child, 
but when they are compared with eter- 
nal matters, they are just as trifling ; 
and to the mind that is instructed, 
that has been touched with the light 
of eternal truth, they appear even 
more foolish than children, because we 
expect better things of them. As a 
general thing, the men of eighty yaars 
of age are as contracted in their minds, 
as to a knowledge of the true princi- 
ples of life, and the end and purpose 
of their being, as little children only 
two and three years old are of the 
business that occupies the attention of 
the City Council or the Legislature of 
the State. 
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The thousand and-one inconsisten- 
cies of childhood have their parallel in 
the auctions and doings of many of tins 
people. Theatrical companies try to 
exhibit traits of human life ; but a 
better stage cannot be than the world, 
nor better actors than men, to a man 
of understanding. It is pleasing and 
instructing to see certain characters 
personified upon the boards of a thea- 
tre which is managed upon righteous 
principles, A prominent feature of 
the human world was most admirably 
portrayed by our performers the other 
evening, in the melo- drama called 
"The Serious Family/ 1 When the 
mother told the daughter to say to 
the friend of her husband, they had 
no spare rooms in the house, the 
daughter replied, " Shall I tell a lie ? " 
" Yes," answered the old dame, " if u 
is to promote our holy cause" Do 
anything, no matter what, whether it 
is right or wrong, to gain the end we 
wish, is the language of unenlightened, 
unregenerate man. If the Lord Al- 
mighty should give the human family 
their desire in full, they would not 
keep the broad road to destruction, 
but they would go across lots, quick 
to hell 

It is not my intention to detain the 
meeting long this afternoon ; but be- 
fore I bring my remarks to a close, I 
wish to impress upon your minds some 
few prominent items of our religion. 
I can say truly that I am happy, and 
rejoice exceedingly, and am thankful 
beyond measure, that the items I wish 
to notice are in a great degree adhered 
to by this people as a whole. That I 
may bring the matter before our minds 
at once, I will repeat part of the 
"Mormon Creed,'* viz., "Let every 
man mind his own business/* If this 
is observed, everv man will have busi- 
ness sufficient on hand, so as not to 
afford time to trouble himself with 
the business of other people- Yoa 
can now comprehend the whole dis- 
course by the nature of the text. 
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While brother Erastus Snow was 
speaking, he made use of weedy gar- 
dens as a comparison, to apply to 
those who complained of other people's 
gardens, while their own were neglected, 
I will refer to the same idea. There 
are plenty of evils about our neigh- 
bors ; this no person will pretend to 
deny ; but there is no man or woman 
on the earth, Saint or sinner, hut what 
has plenty to do to watch the little 
evils that cliug to human nature, and 
weed their own gardens. We are 
made subject to vanity, and it is right. 
We are made subject to the powers of 
evil, which is necessary to prove all 
things. We are apt to neglect our 
own feelings, passions, and under- 
takings, or in other words, to neglect 
to weed our own gardens, and while we 
are weeding our neighbor % before we 
:uv aware, weeds will start up and kill 
the good seeds in our own. This is 
the reason why we should most strictly 
iittend to our own business. 

1 am happy to say that this people 
do increase in understanding, wisdom, 
patience, and faith. It appears to me 
much more easy for mankind to live 
without sin f than with it We have 
been taught that it is contrary to na- 
ture to live without sin. If a man 
should spit in my face, it would be 
natural for me to knock him down, or 
in return spit in his face. But sup- 
pose one should injure me in person, 
or i state, and I should overlook it, 
and show mercy to the individual, it 
would cause him to reflect upon his 
conduct, and show him the true bear- 
ings of his unjust act, and make him 
ashamed of it much better than if I 
retaliated. If I were to pay him back 
in his own coin, I should render my- 
self worthy of what I have received, 
If I bear an insult with meek patience, 
and do not return the injury, I have 
a decided advantage over my adver- 
sary. And if the person is suscepti- 
ble of feeling such a rebuke, he will 
say, "I have done wrong; my con- 


science condemns me, and my neigh- 
bor, or my brother, did not retaliate- " 
It at once causes the evil doer to re- 
flect, and he will say, " Why did I do 
it ? The devil tempted me ; I will go 
and confess my sin to my neighbor, 
for he is not disposed to return the 
wrong, and he better person than 
I am ; and from henceforth I will 
mind my own business, and keep a 
guard upon my passions," Is it not 
better in all such cases to be guided 
by that principle, than by the princi- 
ple of retaliation ? 

To illustrate still further. Suppose 
A insults B, and B demands satisfac- 
tion, and they agree to tight : they 
meet and inflict upon each other blows 
and injuries, and whip each other 
right well A, however, is the con- 
queror, and B retires vanquished, in 
shame and disgrace. He cannot any 
longer remain in the same neighbor- 
hood with his victorious enemy, ami 
therefore concludes to sell out, and 
leave the place. Now suppose B had 
borne the first insult, or injury, and 
returned it only with good, instead of 
trying to do A an injury ; A would 
have been completely conquered, and 
B^would have escaped a sound whip- 
ping. Were we, one and all, to pur- 
sue the latter course, quarrels would 
soon cease in our community, As I 
said, if we keep our own gardens clear 
of weeds, our neighbors will take a 
pattern by us, and produce from their 
gardens greater quantities of fruit an- 
other vear. 

■ 

Now, brethren and sisters, receive 
the exhortation and counsel of brother 
Snow, and profit by it ; and employ 
the rest of your lives in good thoughts, 
kind words, and good works, Shall I 
sit down and read the Bible, the Book 
of Mormon, and the Book of Cove- 
nants all the time ? " says one. Yes, 
if you please, and when you have done, 
you may be nothing but a sectarian 
after all. It is your duty to study to 
know every tiling upon the face of the 
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earth, in addition to reading those 
books. We should not only study 

good, and its effects upon our race, 
but also evil, and its consequences. 

I make these remarks to lay the 
foundation for principle in the minds 
of the people ; and if you do not yet 
understand what I would be at, I will 
try to illustrate it still further. For 
example, we will take a strict, reli- 
gious, holy, down country, eastern 
Yankee, who would whip a beer barrel 
for working on Sunday, and never 
suffer a child to go into company of 
his age — never suffer him to have any 
associates, or permit him to do any 
thing or know anything, only what 
the deacon, priests, or missionaries 
bring to the house ; when that child 
attains to mature age, say eighteen or 
twenty years, he is very apt to steal 
away from his father and mother; 
and when he has broken his bands, 
you would think all hell was let loose, 
and that he would compass the world 
at once. 

Now understand it — when parents 
whip their children for reading novels, 
and never let them go to the theatre, 
or to any place of recreation and 
amusement, but bind them to the 
moral law, until duty becomes loath- 
some to them ; when they are freed 
by age from the rigorous training of 
their parents, they are more fit for 
companions to devils, than to be the 
children of such religious parents. 

If I do not learn what is in the 
world, from first to last, somebody 
will be wiser than I am. I intend to 
know the whole of it, both good and 
bad. Shall I practise evil? No; 
neither have I told you to practise it, 
but to learn by the light of truth even- 
principle there is in existence in the 
world. 

Still further. When I was young, 
I was kept within very strict bounds, 
and was not allowed to walk more 
than half an-hour on Sunday for exer- 
cise. The proper and necessary gam- 


i bols of youth having been denied me, 
makes me want active exercise and 
amusement now. I had not a chance 
to dance when I was young, and never 
heard the enchanting tones of the vio- 
lin, until I was eleven years of age ; 
and then I thought I was on the high 
way to hell, if I suffered mvself to £ 
linger and listen to it I shall not 4 
subject my little children to such a 
course of unnatural training, but they 
shall go to tlic dance, study music, 
read novels, and do anything else that 
will tend to expand their frames, add 1 
fire to their spirits, improve their | 
minds, and make them feel free and 
untrammeled in body and mind. Let 
everything come in its season, place 
everj'tbing in the place designed for 
it, and do everything in its right timu. 
And inasmuch as the Lord Almighty 
has designed us to know all that is in 
the earth, both the good and the evil, 
and to learn not only what is in hea- 
ven, but what 13 in hell, you need not 
expect ever to get through learning. 
Though I mean to leam all that is iit 
heaven, earth, and hell. Do I need 
to commit iniquity to do it ? No, If 

i I were to go into the bowels of hell to 
find out what is there, that does not 
make it necessary that T should com- 
mit one evil, or blaspheme in any way 1 
the name of my Maker. j 
Do you not suppose the Lord is J 
there, and knows all about it? I rmi 
satisfied of it. If He is not there, J 
when the wicked inhabitants of the ■ 
earth begin to inquire where they shall 
flee to escape from His presence, they 
will find a hiding place in hell. If the 
wicked wish to escape from His pre- 
sence, they must go where He is not I 
where He does not live, where His in 
fiuence does not preside* To find such 
a place is impossible, except they g 
beyond the bounds of time and space " 

1 I have learned enough to be liapj 
when I am in the enjoyment of t! 

I blessings of the Lord, That is ■ 
great lesson for a man to learn, Ther ~ 


■ 
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are two things that make this people 
unhappy, if ever they are unhappy, 
viz., themselves, and the spirits 
that are around them. This, how- 
ever, will more particularly apply 
lo individuals. As a people, as a 
community, there is not its parallel 
to be found on the earth, for content- 
ment and happiness. Will you make 
yourselves happy ? You are greatly 
ilessed of the Lord, all the day long, 
and should be happy ; but we are apt 
10 close our eyes against this fact, and 
fancy ourselves miserable, when we 
are actually blessed. 

To make ourselves happy is incor- 
porated in the great design of man s 
existence. I have learned not to fret 
myself about that winch I cannot 
help. If I can do good, I will do it ; 
and if I cannot reach a thing, I will 
content myself to be without it. This 
makes me happy all the day long. I 
wish you to learn the same profitable 
lesson. Who hinders you from being 
happy ? from praying, ami serving the 
Xord as much as you please ? Who 
hinders you from doing all the good in 
your power to do ? Who is there here, 
to mar in any way the peace of any 
Saint that lives in these peaceful vab 
leys ? No one. It is for us to keep 
our own gardens clean, and see we do 
not harbor evil in our own hearts. 
\\ ere we to look into our own hearts, 
and seek diligently to do all the good in 
our power, and never commit an- 
other evil while we live, what is there 
to prevent us from being happy ? I 
Jinow there never lived a happier 
people, upon the earth, I might venture 
to Fay, because of the dispensation in 
which we live ; it brings joy, comfort, 
and satisfaction to those who will re- 
ceive it, that could not be realized bv 
any people who have lived before us. 

Do we expect to see our children 
grow up in darkness, and rebellion 
against the principles of the Gospel 
of Christ ? Have you this thought 
to worry your minds ? No, The an- 


cients had, and their souls were some- 
times weighed down with sorrow on 
this account. They saw their chil- 
dren would leave the true Church, 
transgress the laws, change the ordi- 
nances, and break the everlasting co- 
venant. This we have not to fear. 
God has seen lit in our day to bring 
forth the Priesthood again, even at 
the eleventh hour — at the end of 
summer — at the harvest time — at the 
gathering up of his sheep* At this time, 
or never, He has put forth His hand 
to send the Gospel to all nations, and 
gather the people together, and give 
to the chosen of the Lord the inherit- 
ance of the earth. Now what hinders 
our being a happy people ? I do not 
see anything to hinder it. 
■ I have a few words to say concern- 
ing our spiritual labors. I cannot, 
however, deline any difference between 
temporal aud spiritual labors. I call 
it spiritual to accommodate my lan- 
guage to the ideas of the people. 
Anything that pertains to the build- 
ing up of the Lord s kingdom on earth, 
whether it be in preaching the Gospel, 
or building Temples to His name, we 
have been taught to consider a spirit- 
ual work, though it evidently requires 
the strength of the natural bodv to 
perform it. 

If the weather had been fine the 
past week, we should have been ready 
to have commenced excavating the 
earth for the foundation of the Tem- 
ple. When we call upon the brethren, 
we wish them to be ready to obey the 
call. Probably a week from to-mor- 
row we shall call upon them to com- 
mence this work. To satisfy those 
who may wish to know the size of the 
excavation, I will state that it will be 
about 250 f#et from east to west, and 
from north to south a little less, and 
from 10 to 20 feet deep. We expect 
the mason work of the basement will 
be 24 feet high, 16 feet below the 
ground, and 8 feet above. That will 
ire considerable labor. 


9(i JOURNAL OF 

We wish the excavation made, and 
everything prepared to lay the corner 
stones on the 6th day of April next, 
if the Lord will ; and if the Lord will 
not, I care not whether a stone is 
laid here, or in any other place ; I 
care as little ahout it as the snow birds 
in our fields. All that concerns me, 
is to do the work the Lord has for 
me to-day; and if the work is de- 
signed for to morrow, I will prepare 
for it to-day, so as to be ready to per- 
form it to.morrow with alacrity. 

I ne«d not say anything more about 
the Temple ; we shall accomplish that 
work as expeditiously as we can. I 
might advance many profitable ideas 
pertaining to business, if the brethren 
who are men of business, and under- 
stand what is needed in our case, 
would listen, and profit by them, 

I will say a word to the Seventies* 
Some of them have incorrect notions 
touching the Seventies 1 Hall ; and I 
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wish them to understand, that the 
Temple must be the first thing in our 
thoughts ; and if I want all the funds 
that have been collected for the Seven- 
ties 1 Hall, for the erection of a 
Temple, I calculate to use them. The 
people need not expect us to givo 
them the easy circumstances the no 
blemen of the Gentile nations enjoy, 
while there is so much for us to do 
for the public good. There is more 
before us to be done this year, than 
will take five to accomplish. We are 
not, however, going to do all things 
this year ; we are not going to finish 
the Temple this year, but we will be- 
gin it The Lord requires all wti 
have to be devoted to His kingdom ; 
and though it be but the widow's 
mite, He can do as much with two 
mites as we can with millions of 
them. 

1 May the Lord God of Israel bless 
you, in the name of Jesus. Amen, 
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A Discourse by Elder Orson Pratt, Delivered in tf*e Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake 

City, September 10, 1854. 


By the request of our President, I 
arise this afternoon for the purpose of 
addressing you upon those subjects 
that may be presented to my mind, 
feeling joyful in my heart that I have 
the opportunity, 

I do not say, as many others may 
liave said, that it is a disagreeable 
task, or a very great eross, for me to 
address the Saints; this is not the 
case ; it is a pleasure and a joy ; and 
I feel to esteem it as a blessing from 
the hand of God, that I have the pri- 
vilege from time to time of meeting 


with His people, and speaking aboui 
the great things that God has re* 
vealed, which belong to our peace, 
happiness, and welfare, both here and 
hereafter. 

There it no other subject that I 
care much about. As it regards earth* 
ly things, temporal things, the riches 
of this world, or the honors of this 
world, I will not say they are of a 
secondary nature to me, but they are 
far beneath this ; though they may be 
good in their place, yet my whole ob- 
ject and design, delight and joy, is 
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to do the will of God, to benefit the 
children of men, and to seek after the 
welfare, happiness, and peace, not 
only of myself and family, but also of 
the whole human race, as far as it is 
within my power. 

It does me good to return, after an 
absence of two years, and again look 
upon the faces of the brethren and 
listers ; there is something so differ- 
ent in the expression of your counte- 
nances from what we see abroad in 
the world ; the principles of goodness, 
of righteousness, of virtue, and of ho- 
liness seem to be enstamped upon the 
countenances of the Saints of the 
living God; the spirit of meekness, 
of sobriety, of solemnity — a Godlike 
spirit is reflected in every feature of 
those who are truly good, which seems 
to carry peace, happiness, and joy to 
the hearts of those who gaze upon 
them with the same spirit. But after 
all, brethren, we are not near as good 
as wo might he, in many respects. 
Though we are far in advance of the 
nations of the earth, though we have 
become far exalted above them in the 
principles of virtue, truth, righteous- 
ness, and a oneness of feeling, yet 
there is still room for improvement, 
and, while we remain here in the flesh, 
there will be room for improvement, 
upon all these principles, upon all the 
attributes of divinity, and upon every- 
thing that is good and Godlike. 

There is one subject that presents 
itself to my mind, and upon which I 
have meditated in years past and ; 
gone, and which gave me great joy 
when I learned that it was being 
established in our midst. What is it? 
It is the consecration of the proper* 
ties of the whole Church, according to 
the written revelations, command* 
ment§, and laws of the Most High 
God. I heard of this about the time 
1 was starting upon the plains for this 
place, and it gave me great joy to 
learn that there was a prominent step I 
taken at your last Conference to bring 
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about and accomplish this object, I 
consider it is one of the most import- 
ant objects to be accomplished among 
the Saints of Latter- days. 

You may ask why? You may 
thiuk that this contradicts my first 
statement — that the temporal things 
of this life are not even of a secondary 
consideration with me. They are not 
in one respect, but, in another, I con- 
sider them a part and portion of the 
religion that we as a people have em- 
braced, and a very essential and ne- 
cessary part too. 

We read in the revelations that 
God has given, that the earth is the 
Lord's, and the fulness thereof; well, il 
it is the Lord s and the fulness of it, 
then it does not belong. to you nor me as 
individuals, exclusive of others. If the 
Lord had set apart, and consecrated, 
and given a certain portion of the 
earth to any individual with a deed 
and covenant, he might with some 
propriety call it his own ; but all other 
deeds that are according to Gentile 
laws, and the institutions of the na- 
tions of the earth, do not, according 
to the laws and revelations of heaven, 
give to men the exclusive right to the 
things of this world, as their own ; 
they are good enough in their place, 
for the Lord deals with tho nations 
according to their light ; and suffers 
laws to be enacted that are good 
in their place, and calculated to 
govern imperfect beings ; laws to go- 
vern and control property "; and iu 
many respects, they are just adapted 
to the circumstances and conditions of 
the nations where they are enacted : 
and they are the means of doing much 
good in preserving what are termed 
the rights of individuals, and of the 
citizens generally ; and they should 
not be done away, until circumstances* 
will permit of their being superseded 
by a more perfect law. That morn 
perfect order is what we wish to speak' 
a few words upon at this present 
time, 
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The Lord told us something about 
it in the revelations He gave a long 
time ago, in the year 1831, when an- 
cient 11 Mormonisni/' as it has often 
been termed, was first introduced ; we 
call it ancient, because it seems quite 
long to us narrow minded creatures. I 
There were certain laws and reve- 
lations then given, in the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants, pertaining 
to the Lord s earth, and the righteous 
that He has upon it* I will repeat a 
small clause which was given before 
the Church was one year old, in March 
1 8 3 1 . It reads thus — wherefore ''it 
is not given that one man should 
possess that which is above another, 
wherefore the world lietU in sin/' 
This was revealed above twenty-three 
years ago; we will again repeat* it, 
■ It is not given that one man should 
possess that which is above another, 
wherefore the world lieth in sin. 11 
Here was a hint of the more perfect 
law and order of things that God in- 
tended eventually to introduce among 
this people ; and which I am happy to 
say, there has been a great step already 
taken at the last Conference to bring 
about ; and I hope that I may be per- 
mitted to live to see this law carried 
out to the fullest extent among the 
Saints of the living God- 
Remember, that as long as there is 
inequality in the things that belong 
to the Lord, the world lieth in sin* 
It is not given to them that they 
should possess one above another. I 
intend to explain how this is to be 
brought about, and also show how 
one man can possess hundreds and 
thousands of dollars, in a certain sense 
of the word, and another man only 
one dollar, and yet both be equal ; 
but they possess the same, not as 
their own, but as stewards of the 
Lord ; it being the Lord's property* 

We read, in another revelation that 
God gave in the early rise of this 
Church, that unless we are equal in 
earthly things, irt cannot be made 


equal in heavenly things* Here is an 
equality preached. There must be an 
equality in earthly things, in order 
that we may be equal in heavenly 
things* Now supposing the people 
were all to be made equal to-day, to- 
morrow they would* through circum- 
stances, become unequal : but I will 
show you how this equality can be es- 
tablished upon an order that never 
can be shaken — that inequality, in re- 
gard to property, never more can be 
introduced among the Saints, that no 
circumstance which can transpire can 
make them unequal* If a fire should 
burn up a man's barn, and his stacks 
of grain, and every thing he has accu- 
mulated, I will prove to you that ik 
does not render him unequal with his 
brethren on the principle the Lord 
has established and ordained ; so that 
when this order is once established 
among this people, they will become 
equal in earthly things, which will 
prepare them to be made equal in 
heavenly things. 

In the iirst place how shall we get 
at this order ? In what manner and 
by what means shall we begin to lay 
the foundat ion of this equality ? The 
Lord has told us, that it is required of 
every man in this Church to lay all 
things, not one tenth alone, but to lay 
all things before the Bishop of His 
Church ; consecrate the whole of it — 
everything he has — his flocks and 
herds — his cattle, horses, and mulefl — 
his gold and silver — his wearing appa- 
rel, watches, jewellery, and everything 
he possesses ; consecrate it ; not keep 
back a portion like Aunanias and his 
wife, but give everything — make a foil 
consecration to begin with* [Voice 
in the stand, " Wives and children*' 1 J 
Yes, give wives and children of course : 
the wives have given themselves to 
their husband, and he his to con- 
secrate them ; they are the Lord's, 11* 
has only lent them to us. 

Supposing that the people had cow- 
plied with this law when it was first 


CONSECRATION. 


given, in every respect, instead of seeing 
inequality that has reigned for these 
many years in this Church, we should 
now have seen a different order of 
ihin^. But we lacked experience, 
*iud there was too much covetousness 
in our hearts, lor a full consecration 
of property, then. In consecrating 
property, we must, in the first place, 
remember that it is not ours. Why? 
Because the earth is the Lord's and 
the fulness thereof. We have no cattle, 
no gold or* silver, no watches or jewel- 
lery, no property of any description, no 
houses, lands, or any thing else which 
is bur own, if the fulness of the earth 
is the Lord s. Then in consecrating 
that which we have been in the habit 
uf* calling our own, we are only return- 
ing to the Lord His own property— 
that which we became legally possessed 
of according to the laws of man, but 
according to the laws of God, He 
never having directly given us the 
things which we claim as ours : we 
Lave not got them according to the 
celestial law — according to the great 
principle and order God has establish- 
ed ; but we came by them through 
speculation, trading, labor, etc, and 
: !Vr we thus got them they are the 
Lords still. We consecrate this pro- 
perty — it all goes into the hands of 
the Bishop of the Church. If the 
whole Church v;ere to consecrate in 
this way they would have nothing left 
of their own. Then, it would all be 
the Lords, and it lias to be consecra- 
ted too, says the revelation, with a 
covenant and a deed that cannot be 
broken ; that is, according to the law 
of God and man, and if it is made ac- 
cording to the law of God in all re- 
spect*, and also according to the law 
of the land in which we live, it will 
he in the situation the Lord wants it 
even the whole property of the 
' lurch. 

We nsk, are they not all equal now? 
Yes. If the whole Church have con- 
secrated every thing in their possession 


to the Bishop, is there not a perfect 
equality among them before they get 
their stewardship ? Yes : this makes 
them perfectly so, as far as property is 
concerned ; they are all in a state of 
equality, owning nothing. What is the 
next step te be taken in order to bring 
about equality of property ? The 
Lord says, " Let the Bishop appoint 
every man his stewardship," lor, says 
the Lord, " It is required of every 
man to render an account of his stew- 
ship, both in time and in eternity. 1 * 
Now the Bishop begins [and parcels 
out to this man his stewardship, and 
to that one his stewardship, according 
to the counsels of the First Presidency 
of the Church — the authority that has 
the management and control of the 
Lord 3 property. Each one gets his 
stewardship. 

Now supposing one man obtained 
double the quantity of another : it is 
not his, but the stewardship is the 
Lords; consequently the man is on 
perfect equality with his brother stilL 
But there is another sense in which 
this equality may be made, so far as 
the consecrating of property to th 
Church is concerned, which includes 
I the whole of it. I say, who does it 
belong to in another sense of the word? 
; I have shown you that it belongs to 
the Lord, and if wo are His, we shall 
inherit it with Him; consequently in 
another sense of the word it is all ours- 
If each one in the Church, then, pos 
, sesses the whole of it, as joint heirs 
with the Lord, is there not an equality? 
You may diminish the common pro- 
perty or joint fund just as much as 
you please. Suppose it were dimin- 
ished to one half by mobs, Ac, it does 
not make the Church unequal, not in 
the least ; for each one may be con- 
sidered as the possessor of the whole, 
he inherits all things he is a joint 
heir with Jesus Christ in the inherit- 
ance of the earth, and ail the fulnes* 
thereof- Can you make any inequa- 
lity here ? If each man in the Church 
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Is a joint inheritor of all the property, 
and a part of it, it makes each one 
perfectly equal with the rest. 

Now I defy you to bring about an 
equality upon any other principle. 
You may divide the properties of the 
Church to day, yes, if it be possible, 
make a perfectly equal division of it, 
so that every man in the whole Church 
should have his share, and let him 
call it his own ; it would not be one 
day before there would be an inequa- 
lity again introduced ; and one man 
would possess that which is above 
another ; it could not be otherwise ; 
the changes, difficulties, want of judg- 
ment in the management and control 
of property, and all these things com- 
bined together, would serve to render 
these divided shares unequal; one 
man losing a large portion of his pro- 
perty through mismanagement ; ano- 
ther by fire, by mobocracy, or in some 
other way, so that neither would have 
one half, one quarter, or perhaps one 
hundredth part as much as some of 
his brethren with whom he was only 
a short time before perfectly equal 

No equality can be brought about 
by dividing property ; the Lord never 
intended such an order of things. It 
is not a division of property that is 
going to bring about a oneness among 
the Latter-day Saints in temporal 
things, but it is a union of property, 
that all the property may be united, 
and considered belonging to the Lord, 
and to every individual in the whole 
Church, as joint heirs with Him, or as 
His stewards. You may imagine, 
then, how my heart rejoiced, when I 
received a letter from our beloved 
President, informing me that steps 
had been taken for a full consecration 
of the property of the Church, to in* 
troduce the order of stewardships 
among the Saints of God. 
_ But in regard to these stewardships, 
it is not needful or necessary, or the 
Lord never intended, that every man 
should possess an equal amount of 



stewardship with his brother. Why I 
Because God has given to some men 
greater ability to manage and control 
property than others. He may give 
to one, one talent ; to another, two ; 
to another, three ; to another, live ; 
and to another, ten ; and then com 
mand them to make use of these ta- 
lents according to the instructions and 
revelations given, and be accountable 
to Him who gave them. " It is requir- 
ed of every man,*" says the Lord, 14 to 
be accountable to me in their steward- 
ships, both in time and in eternity 
consequently these stewards have to 
render all their accounts to some one 
in time, but to whom ? To the Lord 
Bishop — to those whom the Lord basA^ 
appointed to receive the accounts. 
And if a man undertakes to squander 
the stewardship which the Lord has 
entrusted to him, He takes it away, 
and gives it to another who is a more 
wise steward ; one who will manage 
Hii property in such a way as to be- 
nefit the whole ; each one seeking the 
interest of the whole as well as of a 
himself* "Vi* 

Each one is to be considered as 
possessor of all things in the Church ; 
but if it be all common property, how 
is it that the Saints can get along and 
give an account of their stewardship 
of property? Will not one brother 
go and pick up his brothers plow, 
and take it off, without asking him for 
it, imagining that he is the possessor 
of all things ? Yes, if that brother 
had no understanding he would do it, 
but when he comes to understand the 
law of the Lord, he will find that all 
these stewardships are controlled by 
the wisest kind of laws ; hence the* 
Lord says, " Thou shall not take thy 
hrother's garment ; thou shall pay for 
that which thou dost receive from thy 
brother" Notwithstanding the whole 
property belongs to the Lord, and to 
each one as joint heirs, yet the Lord 
has given strict laws with regard to 
the stewardships, so that one has no 
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business to go and pick up his neigh- 
bor's ax, or take any of his steward* 
ship from him, without leave ; hut he 
is to pay for that which he receives 
from his brother steward, unless he 
borrow it by fairly asking for it. 

On this principle it would be an 
easy matter for each steward to render 
an account of his time ; and if neces- 
sary he could account for every item 
of his stewardship. But if it were 
permitted to run at random, accord- 
ing to the vague ideas of common 
stock in some societies in the world, 
away would go a man's hat, or his coat, 
and he could render no account of it 
at alb But according to the strict 
principle which the Lord has ordained, 
he could show to his Bishop a full ac- 
count of everything in his steward- 
si up — that he has gained so much 
here, and made so much there, upon 
the Lord's property. What says the 
'Bishop ? 41 Well done, good and faith- 
ful steward, thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will enlarge that 
stewardship, " providing he had any- 
thing to enlarge it with, tl You have 
gained other talents ; you have increa- 
sed upon that intrusted to your 
charge; you have not squandered it 
away foolishly for that which would 
not profit you." 

There would be no desire ou the 
part of stewards to steal, *' For, says 
one, If I go and steal from another 
steward, it is all the Lord's, and it 
would do just as much good in the 
hands of that steward to whom it was 
intrusted, as if I were to possess it by 
stealing it from him." 

How much every Saint ought to be 
interested for this order of things to 
be brought about, realizing that all 
the property of the Church is for his 
own good as well as for the good of 
the whole body* 

But in regard to these inequalities 
in stewardship : I will show you ano- 
ther principle where men may have 
^qual judgment, and yet there may 


be an inequality of stewardships ; it is 
in consequence of the various branche* 
of business in which they may be 
engaged* It is well known that for 
farming purposes, it does not require 
the same skill as for manufacturinj 
many articles, nor the same capital- 
And the ingenious mechanic, who un- 
derstands the nature or construe tioi 
of machinery, might have to be intrus- 
ted with a stewardship of one hundred 
thousand dollars worth of property ti 
establish his manufactory, and work it 
so as to have it prove a benefit to tin 
whole Church ; and without thisamounl 
being put into his hands, as a steward, 
he might not be able to accomplish 
anything needed in the particular 
branch of manufacturing with which 
he was familiar. The stewardships, 
in such cases, would be different, noi 
only in kind, but in the amount or 
value of the stewardship. 

Let me illustrate this in another 
way ; not but what I suppose all the 
Saints understand it, but you only 
want to be put in mind of that you 
have understood for vears, but have 
not perhaps practised upon it ; and 
unless a people practise upon that 
they do understand, it does not benefit 
them much. Suppose a man have 
twelve sons, and he had according to 
the laws of the land 7* acres of 
ground; he gives to his oldest son 
twel ve acres as a steward ; he gives to 
his next son eleven acres, and to the 
next ten, and so on down to the young- 
est, which he gives one acre ; and he 
says unto them, #< Manage these differ- j 
ent inheritances that I have set off to 
you, and gain all you can;" would 
those sons have any right or title to 
call that property their own ? No : 
they would say, 44 It is father's property; 
and he has told us to go and occupy 
it, and he has given us rules by which 
we are to be governed ; that the young- 
est may not encroach upon the oldest, 
nor anyone encroach upon another, but 
that each stewardship may be managed 
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and controlled according to the regu- 
lations he has given, and at the end 
of the year each of us must render a 
strict account to our father of every 
iota of our business transactions, of 
our losses and gains in trading, etc/' 
Now all this property, we see, belongs 
to the father, but it is all for the benefit 
of the twelve sons ; they are all to be 
made joint heirs with the father in the 
possession of it. In due time, when 
they have learned the law the father 
has ordained, they will be prepared to 
enter as joint owners upon the grand 
inheritances, not only of 7 8 acres, but 
to possess all things that the father 
has. 

Temporal things are a type of hea- 
venly things, as the Lord says, in one 
of the revelations, " All things bave 
their likeness, both things which are 
temporal, and things which are spi- 
ritual/* Does this order of things — 
the equality of property — have its 
likeness ? Yes, in the heavens, and 
it is typical of that celestial order 
that we are all praying for, that we all 
desire the Lord to bestow upon us. 
We all feel very anxious to enter into 
the fulness of celestial glory, and in- 
herit thrones and dominions, princi- 
palities and powers, and to have king- 
doms appointed to us, and to receive 
crowns abd to sway a sceptre over 
kingdoms, as wise rulers. If we want 
to get there, we must begin here, and 
learn the order that is to be there. If 
we should have a division of property 
here, as we have had heretofore, and 
continue this order of things, as has 
heen for many years back, and never 
should begin to practise upon this 
equality of things which God has or- 
dained in His law, when we come to 
enter the courts above, we should be 
ignoramuses ; we could say, " We 
read in your law something about it, 
hut the people did not practise it, they 
were careless, and did not keep the 
law," And now we do not know how 
to manage this celestial glory, and 


these kingdoms, and these worlds 
placed under our charge ; for we are 
to give an account, not only in time, 
but in eternity, of our stewardship ; 
consequently we must improve upon 
the true order of things here, which 
is typical of that which is hereafter ; 
and if we learn the lessons here, every- 
thing there will be plain before ur, 
and we will be able to enter into tlio 
very things we have been practising 
years before. There will be an in- 
equality, no doubt, in some respects 
in the eternal worlds, in proportion to 
the eternal things that will be in- 
trusted to the servants, as in temporal 
things; but there will be a perfect 
equality in another respect; the reve- 
lation says, 14 He maketh them equal 
in might, and in power, and in domi- 
nions." 

Did you ever think of that ? It is 
only in one respect. Each one will 
be made joint heir of all things in 
heaven, and upon earth. What more 
can a person want, if he is made a 
joint heir of all things ; and one re- 
velation says, he that is a faithful and 
wise steward in time shall inherit all 
things ; consequently they are equal 
in dominion, and in power, and in 
might, as the vision states. This don't 
say that each one shall actually con- 
trol, and govern, and manage all 
things ; that is a very different thing; 
just as it is here in temporal things, 
though each person may be considered 
as the inheritor of all the properties 
of the Church ; yet when he comes 
to the management of property, ho 
has only a share ; so in heavenly things, 
a person may have the management 
of only one world, or of two, or of 
three, or of as many as there are par- 
ticles of dust that compose our globe, 
yet, after all, each can proclaim him- 
self as the inheritor of all things, 
being a joint heir of the grand uni- 
versal inheritance* 

There is no division of celestial 
glory, imparting to each one an equa- 
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lity of dominion, and might, and poweT ; ! 
it is not to be divided, but there is an 
equality in the union of all these 
things. That is what we want to get 
at here ; we want to learn the alpha- 
bet of it here, and advance to the a, 
be, abbs, and get over into two sylla- 
bles, and keep on until we understand 
all about the celestial order by prac- 
tice in this world, and then we will 
learn the laws that are to govern the 
different individuals that control and 
manage certain portions of the great 
joint stock inheritance ; we will learn 
the laws that are to rule and govern 
between man and man ; and we will 
not be ignorant of it when we go into 
the next world, we will find there that 
one kingdom will not have the right 
to encroach upon the royalty of another 
and take away its right, hut each one 
will he governed by true and holy 
laws. Upon this principle, and this 
only, can we understand those revela- 
tions which so often speak of the prin- 
ciples of equality in the eternal worlds 
Equality of dominion we cannot un- 
derstand, by supposing each person 
that comes into the celestial glory is 
going to have the same number of 
worlds, and of kingdoms, and thrones 
set off to him that those have who 
have been in the celestial glory mil- 
lions of ages — that he is going to have 
the same number of principalities and 
powers, and servants or angels to wait 
apon him to carry out his commands. 
An equality of dominion is that that 
1 have already explained, each one in- 
heriting all things, according to the 
laws God has ordained for celestial 
brings, but not directly or personally 
controlling only that which is placed 
under his management 

Much might be said upon this sub- 
ject ; it is glorious, and it is a prin- 
ciple I wish the Saints in Utah may 
all be enlisted in, that it may be 
sought by the nations afar oft, when 
they come to learn that this people 
are the people of God, and they are 


governed by Gods laws; that they 
may see the order carried out bofor 
them in practice, that we may be looked 
to as a great light set upon the moun- 
tains, that will reflect upon all th 
face of the earth, and show the people 
the true order by practice, and then 
they will see the difterenco between 
God s order of the possession of pro- 
perty, and the little, narrow, contracted 
orders established by man ; for each 
one is grasping for all he can get, op- 
pressing the widow and the fatherless 
bearing down his neighbor, and grind 
ing him down in distress, tyrannising 
over mankind, because he has riches 
at his command. The Lord has seen 
this order long enough, and it is a 
stink in I lis nostrils and lie wishes it 
driven away from the earth, and He 
has given us ins tractions to do it away, 
and if we want to do it away, let us 
begin among ourselves first. I re- 
joice in this principle, because it takes 
away the idea of having so many poor 
in our midst. You know in the days 
of Enoch the Lord placed the people 
upon the high places and mountains, 
and they flourished, and He blessed 
them, and called them Zion because 
there was no poor among them, and 
the Lord was in their midst. 

Now the I/Uter Day Zion is to be 
built up according to the same pattern, 
so far as circumstances will permit, for 
we expect that the Zion which was 
built up by Enoch, that had no poor 
in it, will come down again at the com- 
mencement of the Millennium to meet 
the Zion here, according to the song 
in the Book of Covenants, ** The Lord 
has brought up Zion from beneath, the 
Lord has brought down Zion from 
above/' and they shall gaze upon each 
i other s countenances, and see eye to 
eye. When we get there how sadly we 
should be disappointed, if we should 
look forward upon all the vast extent 
of the Zion of Euoch, and all tht> 
Zions God has taken out of His crea- 
tions to heaven, and should see no 
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poor among them ; and then we should 
look upon Zion brought up from be* 
neath, containing poorand rich; should 
we not be ashamed ? especially %hen 
we reflected that the law of God had 
been among us; we should not have 
boldness to gaze upon their counte- 
nances, unless we came into the same 
order of things that existed among 
them. 

Let us prepare ourselves for the 
coming of Enoch's Zion, that we may 
have the same order of things among 
US that they had in the beginning, 
Then, again, it will be a glorious thing 
in many other respects, What is it 
that creates this great inequality that 
we naturally see in the world, in re- 
gard to the high and low ? It is the 
difference of parentage in many res- 
pects. One man is so situated he can 
train up his children in all the learning 
of the day ; he can take them into his 
carriage, and they can ride at their 
ease, and in their grandeur, while the 
poor and needy and destitute bow be- 
fore them, or are trampled under their 
feet. There is no such thing as union 
there, because they were unequal to 
begin with. When the Saints have 
ibis established in their midst, you 
v ill see them all alike, where none 
can say that "such a person is richer 
ihan I am, and 1 have no right to as- 
sociate with him, 1 ' Neither can the 
rich look upon those that are poor, and 
6ay f "My children shall not marry 
with the poor, and unite with them in 
(heir festivities, &c, because I have 
more property than they;' 1 all these 
things will be done away, and the prin- 
ciple of equality will be established, 
and all will be stewards of the Lord's 
property. That is what 1 wish to see 
— that when one family of children 
have the privilege of being educated, 
the rest should enjoy it ; when one 
family are in possession of the good 
things of the earth, the rest should 
enjoy the same privileges also. 
How do I feel, to take it home to 


myself? I long for the time to come 
when I can consecrate everything I 
have got ; all the cattle I have ; I 
have got some first-rate cattle, the 
Lord has prospered them. I want 
the time to come when I can conse- 
crate every hoof of them ; also my 
books, and the right and title I have 
to publish my works, also ray wearing 
apparel, and my houses ; they are not 
mine, and not being mine, I have no 
business with this property, only as 
the Lord sees fit to let me have it. 
When I have done this, if the Lord 
in His mercy will give me one team, 
five or ten teams, to make use of as 
His steward, I will endeavor to keep 
a record of that stewardship, of the 
losses and the gains of it, and will en- 
deavor to render an account of it in 
time as well as in eternity, and an ac- 
count of all things pertaining to it, 
and of my transactions in regard to 
it ; for unless I am a wise and faith- 
ful steward in time, I never expect to 
inherit all things in eternity. 

Having said this much, may the 
Lord bless you, and may His Holy 
Spirit be poured out upon you, and 
may your hearts be united to bring 
about this union ; for if we unite our- 
selves together upon this principle, 
with all our hearts, mights, minds, and 
strength, laying aside all covetousness, 
there is not any power beneath the ce- 
lestial kingdom that is able to prevail 
against us ; we will prosper in all 
things, aud the Lord will make us the 
richest of all people that have been 
upon the face of the earth for many 
generations, and He will bless our 
basket and our store, and increase 
and multiply the flocks and the herds 
in the fields, and cause them to flou- 
rish exceedingly, and make us mighty ; 
and when we go forth He will make 
the nations to tremble before us, be- 
cause His power and glory will be with 
us when we are doing His will and are 
united in one. 
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UNION OF THE SAINTS— AUTHORITY OF TfHE PK1ESTHOOD— POWER 
OF GOD— OBEDIENCE— THE URIM AND THUMMIM, ETC. 

A Discourse by President Heber C. Kimball, Delivered at the Special Conference in the 

Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake Cihj> Atujiist IS, 1853. 


The preaching we have had by bro- 
ther Joseph Young, is the kind I love* 
It is very unlike the mixed up preach- 
ing of the world; but it is music to 
my ears ; there are do jars nor dis- 
<: ml when we hear the sounds of the 
glorious Gospel of the Son of God. 
It matters not to me what kind of an 
instrument it is played on, it is music 
to me and to you ; but if you will tear 
in pieces the best and most perfect 
thing on the earth, it will not look 
well in that condition. 

The Gospel and plan of salvation 
that I have embraced* is music to. me ; 
it is sweet to my body, and congenial 
to my spirit ; and it is more lovely 
than any thing else I have ever seen 
since I have been in the world. I 
love it, and that is why I love this 
people better than any other people 
on Gods earth, because there was 
never a 1 iter pco pie, that is, I am 
speaking * (he majority of them ; but 
if you takt iliem as a whole, I do not 
know that you can find any worse — 
that is, there are some that will com* 
pare with the worst ia the world for 
. Bin and wickedness. 

As brother Joseph said, so say I — 
Do not fear anything this side of hell, 
or that is in the east, west, north or 
south. I do not fear it anv more 
than I do that the sun will fall from 
its pobition in the heavens, if this 
people will do just precisely as they 
are told. You know I preach upon 
this a great deal The world con- 
siders it to be quite ridiculous for us 
to be of one heart, and of one mind. 


It is this union among those who are 
faithful 14 Mormons " that makes the 
world afraid of us ; they fear us be- 
cause we ditfer from the world. In 
the United States and in the old 
countries, they are divided into six 
or seven hundred different religious 
denominations, all disagreeing with 
each other; besides political and a 
thousand other kinds of divisions and 
differences, such as whiggery, demo- 
cratism, socialism, which, in short, may 
all he summed up under the term* 
Devil ism. This is not the policy of 
the Latter- day Saints. Jesus says, if 
you are not one, you are not i/une. 
Let the Christian world who profess 
to believe in Jeans Christ, and in hi* 
Father, and in this book, the Bible, 
note that passage?, 44 Except ye are one, 
ye are not mine" 

There is more oneness in this peo- 
ple, than in any people that ever lived 
upon the earth. There was not that 
oneness in the days of Jesus, that 
there is now, and I suppose there 
never has been since the days of 
Enoch* Because there was such a 
oneness among the people of Enoch, 
and they could not continue to be one, 
and live with the people in the 
same world, God took them and their 
city with a part of the earth to Him- 
self, and they sailed away like one 
ship at sea separating from another. 

Jesus says, *' Except ye are one, ye 
are not mine" And yet the Christian 
world take a course to justify them- 
selves in division, in strife, in animo- 
sity, in quarreling, in envy, in jealousy , 
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in war and bloodshed. And yet they j through this city, and to the world at 


say they are one : J say THEY LIE. 
A man that says it, lies to me, arid he 
lies to God. I say this to all the 
world, and to those who are passing 
through the city as emigrants ; if you 
profess to be disciples of Christ, and 
have hatred to us in your hearts, I say 
you lie ; in the name of the Lord God 
Almighty I say it. Do you not think 
He will sustain me in it ? Yes, and all 
His faithful followers will too; and 
those who desire to be the disciples 
of Christ and to be one, will gather 
together. 

I referred to the days of Jesus; 
was there that union then, that might 
have been ? Jesus said to the disci* 
pies, when the people turned away 
from him, H Will ye aha go ? " This 
lie said to the Twelve. Many of the 
disciples forsook him. Even Peter, 
the chief Apostle, turned away from 
him when he was in the greatest 
trouble, and denied him with cursing 
and swearing. 

In this day and age of the world, 
we profess to be one. Jesus said then, 
how often would I have gathered 
you together as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, but ye 
would not He will do so now if 
you will let him ; he will gather us to- 
gether from the four quarters of the 
earth — I mean the Saints, the honest 


large, that it is our intention to be- 
come perfectly one in heart and mind. 

Have those who have separated them- 
selves from this people prospered? 
They may have prospered for a sea- 
son ; but by and bye they become 
like a limb that is severed from the 
tree; they wither and vanish away; 
and all such will continue to do so 
frum this time henceforth and forever. 
It is just as much impossible for a 
people to exist that withdraw from 
this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saiuts, as it is for a limb of a tree 
to live when it is severed from the 
body of the tree. Of this I am posi- 
tive, because I know it- So I will 
say concerning the world and all the 
sects and denominations and king- 
doms of the world, that oppose this 
work and people of God, thetj trill 
wither in due tim* likewise, and they 
cannot help themselves. 

When brother Joseph Smith lived, 
he was our Prophet, our Seer, and Ke- 
velator ; he was our dictator in the 
things of God, and it was for us to lis- 
ten to him, and do just as he told us. 
Now that appears very absurd in the 
eyes of the world ; but they all say, if 
they had lived in the days of Peter f 
| Moses, or Jesus, they would not have 
done as the people in those days did 
to them ; but at the same time they 


may become one, and lay aside their 
selfishness, their bickering, their mur- 
muring and complaining, and every- 
thing of this nature. 

If a man wants my ox, let him 
come and tell me so, and he shall 


in heart, the elect of God ; that they \ would take their lives if they could r 

and do just like them. 

We are the servants of God ; tte 
have been called of God through the 
ministry of that holy Prophet Joseph 
Smith, who received his authority 
through the ministry of holy angels. 


have it ; he need not quarrel with me Now he was just as true a Prophet a* 


about it ; and if he robs me of it, 1 
want him to enjoy the stolen property, 
if he can ; for I will not quarrel about 
the foolish things of this world, for 
they will soon decay, and return to 
their mother earth, as you and I will. 

Now, brethren and sisters, I will 
say to the emigrants who are passin 


Moses was, or as any Prophet that has 
ever been upon the earth ; and we are 
just as much the authorized servants 
of God, as the Apostles and disciples 
in the days of Jesus Christ were, and 
I know it. And 1 bear testimony 
of it to the United States, and to the 
nations of the world. They say they 


do not believe it. What *lo I care 
whether they do or not? I know it, 
and God requires rue to bear testimo- 
ny of it, to be valiant in testimony to 
the truth of this work, and to preach 
the Gospel, and to lay before my 
brethren their duty. 

lirother Joseph is gone, and now 
brother Urigham Young, the Governor 
of the Territory of Utah, is our Pro- 
phet, our leader, our Revelator ; and 
it is for me and you to listen to him 
with all diligence, the same as we 
would listen to Joseph were he alive. 
Brother Brigham is his successor ; his 
word is sacred ; and if you do not ob- 
serve it, it will not be well, and there 
is where I fear for you, brethren* I 
do not fear so much for myself as I do 
for you, because it will go bar J with 
you, if you disobey his advice. There 
will many of you turn from the 
faith ; you will turn your backs to lis, 
and some will be guilty of shedding 
innocent blood, if you are Hot aware. 
This will be the result of apostacy. 
Ui len that spirit attacks you, you ! 
will be led to do as other apostates 
have, who have turned from the Church 
of Christ 

Judas, when he lost the faith, re- 
ceived the power of the devil, and 
betrayed the Son of God into the 
hands of murderers. Joseph Smith 
in like manner was betrayed into the 
hands of wicked men, who took his 
life. lie was betrayed by apostates, 
by men whom be once loved when 
they were in our midst, and had the 
Spirit of the Lord. We also would 
have been slain, if they could have 
got hold of us ; but they were afraid 
to touch us ; they knew it would be 
certain death to the man who lifted 
his heel against us. Just so now. I 
tiave got my old Gospel preparation 
laid up drying, preparing himself for 
action. Do I fear ? No, I do not 
fear anything that lives on the earth, 
or that is in hell ; Indians or anything 
els© never will disturb us, the Saints, 


from this time to all eternity, if we 
will do precisely as we are told, 

I do not speak of these things to 
establish myself as a Prophet, but I 
know what I say ; I know you w ill 
prosper, and live in peace in the 
mountains of the Great Salt Lake, 
and be perfectly independent. You 
will have food and raiment, houses 
and lands, ilocks and herds, and 
everything your hearts can desire, 
that there is in heaven and on earth, 
if you but do as you are told. If you 
will do this, you will think my words 
are very profitable to you, whether I 
am a Prophet or not. I am not say- 
ing anything but what my President 
has said time and time again. You 
will live in peace, and God will be 
your defence ; and you will increase in 
knowledge, in power, in grace, jmd in 
every good thing that you can think 
of, or mention, I have said often, you 
may go and write blessings for your- 
selves, and insert every good thing 
you can think of, that is in heaven 
or on the earth, and it will all come 
to pass on your heads, if you do 
right. 

What do I care for what the 
world savs ? I care no more about 

pi 

it than I do for the sqaalking of a 
goose. It is none of their business if 
I have a mind to be a Saint, and keep 
the commandments of God ; and as 
you have heard it said, so say I — tha 
time will come in which you will 
dwell in peace and safety ; and when 
the time comes that you will go bad; 
to Jackson County, you will be inde- 
pendent, and live without any oppo- 
sition at all Can the Lord do it ? 
Yes. All the j)eople are in His hands, 
and He can turn the nations as I can 
an obedient horse. They are governed 
and controlled by the Almighty a* 
much as we are. What can they do 
against us ? Why nothing whatever, 
but if we do not do right they will b# 
a scourge in the hands of God to 
scourge us, just as the Indians are at 
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this time. There never would have i 
been a disturbance if this people had 
done as they were told, I 

I am not speaking of the people in 
this city any more than of the people 
of other settlements. To my certain 
knowledge there is not a settlement 
in these mountains but were instructed 
by brother Brigham to build good 
forte and live in them ; and on these 
conditions alone were volunteers per- 
SUtted to go out and make new settle- 
ments. I 

Have any of them built forts? 
Tell of one settlement, if you please, 
excepting they commenced one in Iron 
County which remains unfinished yet 
The Indians are now upon us, and 
our brethren are scattered off, three, 
four, and five families in a place, away 
off in this and in that direction, ex- 
posed to the Lamanites. They have 
been called into the city that they 
might be safe, and they are now 
teasing us, and wanting to go back 
again, and live in those exposed loca- 
tions without a fort. 

The Lord has made the Lamanites 
— the Indians, a scourge ; but if this 
people will turn to and do just as they 
have been told, their wrath will be 
turned away in a short time, but not 
until the Lord God sees that this 
people are determined to do right. 
Upon the same principle that my 
wrath would be turned away from a 
ehild that repented under the rod of 
correction, so will the Lord's wrath be 
turned away from His children when 
they repent, and go and do what they 
are told, A spirit of compassion 
seizes me the moment I see a re- 
penting child ; so it is with our hea- 
Tcnly Father. But the most of 
parents, when they tell their children 
to do a thing, and happen to give 
them a little slap on the ear for diso- 
bedience, the next moment they are 
saying, " O my dear child, I am sorry, 
let me give you a piece of bread and 
butter*' 1 Our Father in heaven does 


DISCOURSES. 

not do so, until he sees contrition of 
heart in His children, for their 
wrongs. 

We live in the days of Prophets, 
Apostles, High Priests, and servants 
of God who have the Priesthood upon 
them, and I know it Gentlemen, I 
have been a member of this Church 
near 23 years, and passed through the 
whole of the difficulties in Kirtland, 
Ohio, and Missouri, When brother 
llrigham and mvself and others, with 
our families, left Kirtland to go to 
Missouri with Joseph Smith, we had 
to lie with our firelocks by our side. 
When we arrived in Missouri, the 
devil contrived to raise the armies of 
the wicked against us there ; and all 
the Elders and male members that 
could be counted from the western 
boundaries of Missouri to Nova Scotia, 
were not more than 205 men. We 
went up to Missouri to reinstate our 
brethren who had been driven out 0: 
Jackson County. We went up near 
1000 miles with our firelocks in our 
hands. Was there any fear in us ? No, 
It never entered into our hearts, from 
the day we started to the time we re- 
turned again, I never saw the time 
but I could whip out twenty of the 
best men on earth. 

I had a spirit on me as much su- 
perior to this earth, as the earth i 
superior to the degraded spirits of the 
wicked that dwell on its face. It was 
the Spirit of the Lord that stood by 
me, and diffused strength into my 
body, and into my limbs, until the 
very hair of my head felt all alive. 
Did they fear us in that upper country? 
Yes, thev ran as though they werenevcr 
going to stop in the world. We felt 
perfectly able to clear out that coun 
to Nova Scotia, and we could have 
done it with 205 men, if the Lord 
God had commanded ns, as the Gi- 
deonites did in days of old. Yes; 
205 men, with the Spirit and power of 
God upon them, and theirfaces shining 
like the sun, it cannot be told what 


they could accomplish ; neither can 
we form any conception of it 

Let us be as one person from this 
time henceforth, and do not let us 
suffer ourselves to become cold and 
stupid, but be Saints all the day long; 
and we shall build up the kingdom of 
God, and be prospered in all things 
we set our hands to do. 

These are a few things I wanted to 
say ; still there are many more things 
i f Liivat importance to us if we will 
only listen to them* One is, take 
care of your mill ; for it is of more 
worth to you than gold and silver. I 
v you will see harder times before 
another harvest, than you have seen 
this season . Do you believe it ? Did 
they believe it last year, when there 
were 15,000 bushels of wheat in the 
Tithing Office ? No. When brother 
Brigham said the same thing last 
spring, to stir up the people to be 
careful of their grain, they said, " 
no, brother Brigham, we cannot surely 
come to such scarcity as you foretell ; 
look at the storehouse, it is full/* 
How much was there in the store- 
house this harvest ? There is not one 
bushel of grain of any kind, and I do 
not know that there will be. 

There has been a great quantity 
thrashed out this harvest, bat little of 
it has come into the public store, and 
the hands on the public works are 
obliged to live. If you go into the 
joiner's shop, it is almost left deso- 
late. If you go into tho machine 
shops, and into the mason s shop, they 
are the same ; and yet there are thou- 
sands of bushels being thrashed out 
and ground into flour, and sold for 
from seven to ten dollars per hundred 
weight to tho world — the emigrants 
who are passing through here yet — 
and at the same time the business on 
the public works stopped for want of it. 

Brethren and sisters, please to look 
at this ; you know I am telling you 
the truth, which is every day exhibit- 
ed before your eyes. 


The public ground here has to be 
inclosed before we can put forth a 
hand to build a Temple to the name 
of our God ; and you are ready to feed 
everybody else under the heavens but 
the workmen. Have you turned from 
the Lord your God, and forgot His 
purposes ? Think of it, you farmers ! 

I do not know but I am wearying 
the brethren, but these things were 
on my mind, and I have got a back 
load of them yet ; I see them, and re- 
flect upon them in my heart* O 
Lord God, what will become of u* ? 
Have the people forgotten thee and 
thy purposes, with the Holy Priest- 
hood upon them — with the sacred 
ordinances of God s house upon them? 
Now think of it, brethren and feist eis. 
There is enough, and we need never 
want bread ; but if we do not take the 
right course, we are sure to see sor- 
row, and the greatest you have ever 
seen. Some of you never saw any in 
your lives. Those who were never 
without bread, and clothing, and good 
houses to dwell in, murmur the worst : 
and those who never had any troubles 
and trials since thev have been in 

or 

this Church, or since they have been on 
the earth, are the most ready to com- 
plain. This may appear strange doc- 
trine to you, but you know it is true. 

As to getting rich, why bless your 
souls, is not the earth the Lord's and 
the fulness thereof? Are not the 
gold and precious metals in the moun- 
tains, in the dells, and in the cliffs of 
the earth, all the Lord s ? He crea- 
ted all ; and the human family, with 
all the treasures of earth, are in His 
hand. They all belong to the Lord 
our God, and we are His people if we 
do His will. Are we not heirs to all 
these riches ? Certainly we are ; every 
son and daughter of Adam, who loves 
the great Father of our spirits and 
His Son Jesus Christ, and obeys the 
Gospel, and listens to him whom God 
has delegated as an Apostle and Pro- 
phet to counsel His people, I tell you 
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that all this treasure is theirs, and the 
devils cannot help themselves. I am 
just as sure of it as I am that the 
sun will rise and set to-morrow. Do 
you helieve it f brethren and sisters ? 
Do you know it ? Yes t you know it. 
Now if you ever expect to enjoy it, 
you have got to live for it, as indivi- 
duals, independent of any other man 
or woman. You have got to live as 
independent Saints, and obey the will 
of God independently as it is taught, 
and laid before you from time to time. 
All that wish to be delivered from the 
scourge, and from afflictions, will 
have to rise up and do right to their 
<toJ, and to each other, not M a Con- 
ference merely, but as a people, as the 
Saints of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter day Saints. I am not going 
to command you to do it ; but my ad- 
vice is for you to do it. ltise up now, 
aud do just as you are told, and you 
will see happy times. 

I know there is a greater desire in 
this people for tilings that perish, for 
theatrical performances and dancings, 
than there is for the public interests 
of the Kingdom of God. Well, let 
us be Saints indeed, and show to the 
world that we are for God and for 
none else. 

Among some people in the world it 
is popular to be a Christian ; and 
among another class it is not popular; 
hut it is popular with me to be a 
member of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints ; and then it is 
popular for me to do the will of the 
Holy Spirit. 

A single man can accomplish more 
with the power of the Spirit of God, 
than this whole people can, if they 
will not do right. J Jo I fear anything? 
No ; but if I have to bow down to the 
chastening rod, as I have already done 
many times iu thi* Church, I will do 
it like a man of God. I have been 
driven five or six. times, and vonder 
are my habitations, and they may rot 
there. And so have some of you been 



driven in like manner ; and some 
you never had one thing to trouble 
you in your lives. I am now well off; 

but if I have got to come to it again 
as I have in former times, I will round 
up my back to the burden, and make 
it as tough as a piece of sole leather, 
to bear what shall be laid upon mo 
manfully, or else I will die. I have 
no fears upon that ground at all ; but 
my prayers are, by night or by day, 
for the Lord to take me from the 
earth, rather than I should sin againet 
H im, or against my brethren, or against 
our President Brigham Young, T 
have known him 30 years, and he and 
brother Joseph Smith have been com- 
rades together ; and better men never 
lived on the earth than they are ; and , 
you may tell the kings and rulers of [ 
the earth this, and the nations over j 
which they preside, if you please. The j 
reason why we would rather have him 
to bo our Governor than anv other 
man, is because he is the best manwi 
are acquainted with. 

I have lived in the State of New 
York, tawn of Bloomfield, Monroe 
County, right in the heart of the 
country where the ancient Lamanites, 
and other veterans, destroyed each 
other, root and branch ; where the 
I>ook of Mormon was discovered in 
the hill of Cumorah. From among 
those rich hills the people arc flocking 
(o these mountains. Why ? Because 
ih\< is the richest place in the world. 

The country adjacent to the Swfcet 
Waters has actually become a rich 
gold mine. Talk about gold ! The 
Lord can change any of the elements 
into gold as easy as He could change 
the water into wine. 

1 suppose I had better bring my 
disjointed remarks to a close. I feel 
first- rate ; I feel like a soldier of 
Christ, like a n»an of God. I feel 
sometimes that 1 co* M take one of 
those mountains, and handle it as I 
could a foot- ball* Bless ynur souls! 
if vou will onlv da as the Lord tell 


you through His delegated agent, who [ 
gives you the voice of God and the 
wisdom of God, I am not troubled at 
;dl The question is asked many times, I 
Has brother Brigham got the Urim 
and Thuminim?" Yes, he has got 
•'very thing ; everything that is neces- 
sary for him to receive the will and 
mind of God to this people. Do 1 
know it ? Yes, I know all about it : 
mid what more do you want? That ' 
true, gentlemen ; I am one of his i 
witnesses in the last days, and to bear 
testimony of the truth of "Mormon- 
ism, 

I say to the Saints, do not look upon 
us as perfect beings; notwithstand- 
ing, if you are perfect yourselves, then 
look for it in us, and not until then, i 
If any of you are perfect, we want 
you to come here that we may see siush 
beings, and know bow to model our- 
selves after you ; just as I take a piece 
of clay and shape it after another mo- 
del more beautiful still. 

Some of you think you have passed 
through awful tribulations in leaving 
your mothers and friends, I was glad 
when I got away from mine, because 
ihey persecuted me, and lied about i 
me, and persecuted my brethren ; so 
I was glad to get away from them, 
lint they will see the day when they 
will be glad to come to brother Heber, 
and say, 44 Let me black your boots, 
clean your horse, or drive your car- 
riage" &c. 

You talk about carriages ; good hea- 
vma ] I am just as sure of enjoying 


these blessings as I am of enjoying 
anything on this earth. If you do 
not believe it, read that book (the 
Bible), which speaks about the armies 
of heaven, and about horsemen and 
chariots, and men armed with swords, 
and all kinds of instruments of music; 
it is all spoken of in this book, and 
we will enjoy it, while those who seek 
our destruction, and all sinners, will 
go to hell. 

All this enjoyment of the good 
things of heaven and earth will come 
by a separation of the righteous and 
the wicked. There was a time when 
an eruption took place in heaven, and 
Michael and his armies arose, and cast 
out the rebellious portion of the an- 
gels from heaven. Don't you think 
they got tired of contention, and broils, 
and tumults ? Yes, so they universally 
agreed to cast it out. We will get 
tired of it too, in these last days, and 
we will make a separation between 
Saint and Sinner, The Sectarian 
priests have written and preached 
about forty years ago, and have proved 
to their readers, and to their hearers, 
that there would be a separation, and 
the sheep would be placed on the 
right hand and the goats on the left; 
I suppose the goats mean those that 
are not good for much, they bear no 
wool. 

I guess I had better stop speaking. 
May the Lord God bless you for ever : 
and may union, peace, righteousness* 
and salvation be with you for ever and 
ever. Amen, 
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COMMON SALVATION, 


A Discourse by President Orson Hyde, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lafte City 

September 24, 1853, 


Being called upon this morning to 
occupy a portion of the time, I gladly 
arise to do so. 

I am not iu the habit of making 
many apologies, for I intend to give 
you the best I have on hand, and also 


I rusing, but I take it up and read it 
over and over again, and my mind is 
refreshed ; which is a matter of satis- 
faction and comfort to me. So it is 
with the principles of our religion ; 
though we have often heard them, yet 


such as may be given me, during the 1 we desire to hear them still, and they 
remarks I may make. Tare of that peculiar nature that they 

do not lose their interest to those who 


While I attempt to edify you upon 
some of the principles of salvation 
and eternal life, I desire an interest 
in your prayers, that I may speak, not 
according to the wisdom that man de- 
vise th, but according to that which 
cometh down from above. 

As a foundation for some remarks 
that I will make, I will read a portion 
of the Epistle of Jude, 3d verse ; — 
** Beloved, when I gave all diligence 
to write unto you of the common sal- 
vation, it was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exhort you that ye 
should earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the 
Saints." 

Were I capable this morning of ad- 
dressing you upon subjects that are 
not understood by you, that you do 
not comprehend, there would remain 
a doubt in your minds with regard to 
the truthfulness of what I say ; but 
if I address you upon subjects with 
which you are familiar, impressing 
them upon your minds perhaps more 
forcibly than they have been for some 
time past — if I refresh your minds 
with familiar things, you will then 
know and understand* 

The old book, the Bible, which I 
have read so many times, does not 
lose its interest by once or twice pe- 


are seeking for eternal life. 

Jude speaks of a common salvation ; 
that it was not only necessary to write 
unto them of the common salvation, 
but while ho was doing so, that he 
should exhort them to contend for the 
faith once delivered to the Saints. 
Now I know it is too often the case, 
when we speak of salvation we speak 
of a state of glory to be attained in" 
the eternal world ; that the matters 
and affairs of this world are of but 
little consequence, of little importance, 
but we are looking yonder in the hea 
vens for our reward, for our everlast- 
ing inheritance. 

I look at it in this light. The hus- 
bandman may plant seed in the earth, 
but if he all the time looks to the 
golden harvest, and pays no attention 
to the cultivation of the young plants 
on their progress to perfection, he will 
not reap the reward he anticipated. 
Then it becomes necessary for him, 
and it is to his interest to attend to 
the cultivation of the plant in its pro- 
gressive stages, and encourage its 
growth. 

Just so it is with us* It is for us 
to attend to the things that are pre- 
sent ; the things that are past we are 
to forget, particularly those things that 
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are of an unpleasant character ; and 
the things that are in future are not 
in our hands, and subject to our con- 
trol, but they are in the hands of the 
Almighty, aud with Him they are se- 
cured. It is the present, then, with 
which we have to do — with the things 
that are immediately before us ; that 
is, I believe, the common salvation. 
I do not pretend to say what the Apos- 
tle bad his eye particularly fixed upon, 
tut I shall pursue this subject as it 
appears unto me. 

Another thing I will suggest in the 
outset. It is often the case that we 
hear men and women talk about tem- 
poral things, and about spiritual things* 
What are temporal things, and what 
are spiritual things? Can you tell 
mo what spiritual things are ? Says 
one, 14 It is a joyful feeling, that buoys 
lis above the cares and anxieties of 
this world. Spiritual things are our 
hope of a glorious inheritance in the 
Kingdom of God in the future. Tem- 
poral things are the things we eat, 
drink, wear, and use in divers ways, 
to shelter and sustain this mortal body 
while it remains a tabernacle for our 
spirits," 

I look at temporal and spiritual 
• .lings in the same point of light ; they 
.■ire to me all spiritual ; I know no dif- 
ference. The hand that has prepared 
,*i place in the celestial kingdom for 
them that are worthy of it, has also 
termed the earth and caused it to pro- 
duce food for every living thing. We 
i ehold, in the starry firmament, the 
worlds that are revolving continually 
around us, which are made by the same 
Omnipotent hand, and they ar t all His, 
and they are all spiritual, because they 
are as eternal as God Himself, for there 
can be no annihilation of matter; con- 
sequently they are eternal ; and nothing 
we may conceive or imagine of more 
refined substances can do more than 
continue for ever. 

Everything God has created and 
made, even the hairs of our heads that 
No. 8.] 


fall to the ground, do not escape His 
notice. The Almighty has not organ- 
ized matter as a mere plaything, of a 
temporary existence, and then plunge 
it into the regions of utter annihilation ; 
but everything He has done is like 
Himself, Eternal, and everything eter- 
nally witnesses the goodness of the 
Supreme Ruler, for all His works 
shall praise Him. If His works are 
to perish, where is the monument of 
His labor? There will he none. 
What He does is eternal, and remains 
an eternal witness of what He has 
done, and so His works eternally 
praise Him. 

But we want to come to this com- 
mon salvation. It is said somewhere, 
whether in the Bible or some other 
place, I do not pretend to say ; but 
if it is not in the Bible it is none 
the less true, that " self preservation 
is the first law of nature." I have 
reflected this morning a short time 
upon our condition, I contemplate 
the circumstances under which the 
Pioneers came to this valley — the 
circumstances that attended the early 
settlements and exertions made here 
to procure the necessaries of life. 

I was not one among tho honored 
company that first led the way to this 
distant region, that first plowed up 
the sterile soil of this valley, but I was 
engaged in some other country. In- 
deed while Pioneers were on their way 
to this land — while they were engaged 
in that arduous enterprise, I was per- 
haps upon the banks of the Danube, 
or might possibly be in England, or 
in A^ia, I do not now recollect where 
I was ; but I was in those eastern 
regions, bearing my testimony per- 
haps among the Austrian?, !Ui>sians, 
or Turks, among their consuls and 
agents, bearing my testimony to them 
of the things to come. Perhaps some 
in those nations may now* remember 
that an bumble servant of God at a 
certain time bore his testimony among 
the people in that country, which is 

[Vol. II. 


114 


JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES 


the most beautiful of God 'a creation, 
spreading out in valley or plain, and 
which perhaps is now laid desolate, 
and drenched in human blood. 

I was elsewhere when this valley 
was settled. How was it ? Behold, 
when they arrived here, all they had 
to subsist upon, until they raised it 
from the soil, was in their wagons. 
There were no crops to come to ; there 
was nothing provided to cheer them 
at the end of their long and toilsome 
journey ; and the skeletons of cattle 
might be seen walking to and fro, 
without any tiling provided to feed 
them upon through a long winter. 
And then, when they had plowed up 
the soil, and sowed seed in the earth, 
and the fields began to show an evi- 
dence of a future supply, the crickets 
came in millions from the mountains, 
and nearly devoured all that grew; 
everything that germinated in the 
shape of food for man was eaten by 
the insects. 

But before they had completed the 
work of destruction, the hand of Pro- 
vidence prepared agents, and sent 
them to destroy the destroyer ; a 
circumstance that was rare, one that 
was never known to exist before, and 
never since to any extent — behold, the 
gulls came in swarms, and m clouds, 
and eat up the crickets, and checked 
them in their destructive career ; and 
there was just enough saved to feed 
the hungry with a scanty morsel. 

There are many before me this 
morning who can no doubt remember 
well when their meal bags were per- 
fectly empty, with only a distant pros- 
pect of their being replenished ; and 
when a cow was slaughtered, rare as 
It was, they eat everything ; even the 
hide was boiled, dressed, and eaten, 
and everything else, external and in- 
ternal, that possibly could be eaten 
was eaten ; there was nothing lost. 

One man said to me, 44 1 labored 
hard under the pangs of hunger to 
put up a little adobie cabin and pre- 


pare to live, and at the same time my 
wife and children, pale with want, 
were ranging the hills and benches to 
find thistles and roots to eat, which 
we boiled in the milk of the remain- 
ing cows the wolves had not eaten." 

Those who have come here since 
the Valleys have become a little fat- 
tened, think it hard if they cannot get 
what they want, and immediately en- 
joy a fulness with those who have 
borne the burden and heat of the day. 
They think it hard if they have to 
pass through a close place, and bavo 
to struggle a little to obtain the com- 
forts of life. But look back to the 
early settlements of this place, when 
nothing but destruction stared its in- 
habitants in the face, what surety had 
they from the savage that was in their 
doors and in their tents ? Here was the 
hostile and blood-thirsty savage, prowl- 
ing around, and the early settlers 
knew not what hour he might pounce 
upon them ; they were out of doors ; 
they had not a house to live in, or to 
form a defence, much less a fort to 
protect them, until they were ablo to 
throw up something of a temporary 
character to shield them from the at- 
tacks of the wild man of the moun- 
tains. 

This is a little of the early historj 
of this settlement. We have pros- 
pered ; we have had accessions to our 
numbers ; to be sure we have had 
trouble and difficulty with the savages 
in various wars, but in the midst of 
it all we have arisen from the germ, 
and the tree has grown up t and be- 
gins to shoot forth its branches. 

It is not the inhabitants of the little 
settlement in Salt Lake Valley alone 
that are now embraced within the 
walls of this Tabernacle ; but three 
hundred miles to the south, and two 
hundred miles to the north, large set- 
tlements have sprung up* In the 
midst of these circumstances, the 
hand of God has been with us as a 
people, and prospered our labors 
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abundantly ; and I feel proud to meet 
you this morning in such comfortable 
circumstances ; you all appear com- 
fortably clad, and the bloom of health 
and the smile of contentment sit tri- 
umphantly upon your countenances. 
The hand of t he Almighty is with you, 
to cheer and gladden you in the midst 
of all difficulties, and the praise is due 
unto Him, for Ho has blessed our 
labors, and enabled us to acquire 
these comforts we enjoy ; and let me 
say, they are the stair and bulwark of 
our common salvation t for it is our 
liven we wish to prolong on the earth. 

Why do we wish to do so in this 
toilsome and troublesome world ? 
Why not close our mortal career, and 
our spirits go home to God who gave 
them? Because we have not done 
our work, It is said the wicked shall 
not live half their days ; if they did 
they would only multiply their race 
until the principles of wickedness 
would become universally diffused. 
The Lord will give to the righteous 
the long end of the cord, for they 
shall live out their days* Then I say 
to the S:rints t be just and true to each 
other, and to your God, and you will 
live out your days, and complete the 
work assigned you. 

I will represent it in another point 
of light. Suppose a man is sent to 
England, or to the Continent, to Asia, 
Kgypt, to any pail: of Africa, to the 
western islands, or to the islands of 
the Pacific to fulfil a mission, and he 
returns before lie has completed it ; 
who is ready to gree t him ? who 
ready to welcome him, that under- 
stands his true position ? He has not 
done his duty ; he has not fulfilled his 
mission, and accomplished the work 
he was sent to do ; and he returns, 
how ? Filled with the Spirit of God ? 
No, but with the spirit of darkness ; 
*nd his testimony is powerless ; he 
feels he has not done his duty like a 
faithful servant. 

Then how important it is that every 


j missionary that bears a portion of the 
j Holy Priesthood, and this Gospel to the 
i islands of the sea, should magnify it in 
the eyes of the people, and before his 
God, and return clean in spirit and in 
heart : and with a Spirit to bear wit- 
ness with our spirits that God is with 
him, and has been all the day long. 
He is then hailed with a joyful wel- 
come by the servants of God in Zion. 
I We are all on a mission to this 
world. We came from yonder bright 
sphere, and each of us have our lots 
assigned us ; and now if we can ac- 
complish our mission, when we return 
to the bosom of our Father and God, 
would you not suppose we shall be 
hailed with one universal welcome? 
Yes. "AhT says one, '* I was an 
hungered and ye gave me meat; I 
was thirsty and ye gave me drink ; I 
was a stranger and ve took me in : 
naked and ye clothed me ; I was sick 
and ye visited me ; I was in prison 
and ve came unto me. Verily I say 
unto you, inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me." 
Tins is the welcome. , f 

Then it is for us to act well our 
part, and perform our mission faith- 
fully, with fidelity to God and to one 
another, while we are permitted to 
dwell upon the earth. If we should 
not act well our part, and go home to 
the world of spirits, who will be ready 
to receive us, to extend to us the web 
come hand ? Every mouth is silent : 
no songs of praise greet the ear, or 
shouts of gladness to bless the heart, 
that a valiant soldier who has retained 
his laurels would receive. The un- 
faithful one hits lost his glory, and is 
shorn of his laurels. What will be 
said to him? M Inasmuch as you 
knew your master's will, and did not 
do it, you shall be beaten with many 
stripes/ 1 He has gone to anothe r 
society ; lie is not permitted to mingle 
with the righteous, but he must seek 
an asylum in another quarter* 
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Then remember we are mission* 
aries sent to this lower world to ac* 
complish a work. What is the work 
we are sent to accomplish ? In the 
beginning it was said to our first 
parents. Go forth, and multiply and 
replenish the earth. I have been 
looking about, and have seen how 
anxious many of our farmers are to 
improve their stock of cattle ; to 
make them of better blood, and thus 
all the time be improving ; but I very 
seldom have heard of man seeking to 
improve his own species. I wish you 
to think of that for a moment 1 
have seldom heard that subject agi- 
tated, when indeed it is the most im- | 
portant one that was ever investigated. 

Let us go a little into the philo- 
sophy of this, and see if it can be 
done, as much so as we can improve 
any other portion of the animal cre- 
ation. It is said we bear the image 
of God, and now shall we dwindle 
down to the physical and mental de- i 
generacy of the monkey ? Shall we 
suffer our race to dry up like a parch- 
ed reed ? Let us look at this matter. 
The question is before you to inves- 
tigate and understand. ! 

Look around upon all the ranks of 
mankind, and we see different races, 
some of a high order of intellect, and 
some low and grovelling, among all 
the different grades and classes of the 
human family. Do you suppose it is 
so in the spirit world ? These earth- 
ly tabernacles are merely temporary 
houses for them to dwell in — moving 
tabernacles ; and there are thousands 
and tens of thousands in the spirit 
world that have yet to come and take 
bodies here ; and there are different 
grades of men. Some are of a high 
order of intellect, and others are low ; 
some are more noble and generous, 
and some are less so ; they all wish to 
take tabernacles in this world. 

I will illustrate how it is possible 
to improve our own race. Suppose 
there comes into the community a 
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noted thief and villain ; where will he 
find a home ? He will seek for a 
man possessing a kindred spirit ; with 
that man he takes up his abode, for 
he does not find the son of peace 
there, but the son of villainy* 

On the other hand suppose a righ- 
teous man comes into the community, 
would it not be natural for him to 
make his abode with a righteous man ? 
for no other society would be at all 
congenial to him. The words of the 
Savior chime in with this idea. Said 
he to his Apostles, " And into whatso- 
ever city or town ye shall enter, inquire 
who in it is worthy ; and there abide 
till ye go thence. " 

Will that thief and villain go and 
call upon a righteous man ? The at- 
mosphere that surrounds that devoted 
family is too scorching for him ; he is 
glad to escape from it 

Now then, how shall we improve 
our own race ? Evil communications 
corrupt good manners. This is as 
true a saying as it is common. Let 
every family, every parent, man and 
woman ,# set up the standard of purity 
and righteousness in their own fami- 
lies, and suffer no corrupt principle to 
lodge in the mind, and never practise 
it, but by strict integrity and righteous- 
ness maintain an atmosphere that is 
congenial to the good and great. 

So, when those spirits come to take; 
bodies, where will the noble and hij^li 
order of them go? Will they take 
bodies that have come through a low 
and degraded parentage? No* no 
more than the righteous man will take 
up his abode with the vile and wicked. 
Where will he go ? " Why," says that 
noble spirit, that is swelling with light 
and intelligence, H I will take a body 
through an honorable parentage ; I 
will have a body that will correspond 
with my mind ; I will go to the place 
where purity and righteousness dwell/* 

Where do the spirits of a lower 
grade go? Among the lowest, and 
uncultivated, where the cultivation of 
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the principles of virtue and integrity ! 
is in part or entirely neglected. In 
this way the sins of the fathers are 
answered upon their children to the 
third and fourth generation. 

Do good spirits want to partake of 
the Bins of the low and degraded? 
No ; but they will stay in heaven until 
a way is opened for purity and right- 
eousness to form a channel in which 
they can come, and take honorable 
bodies in this world, and magnify their 
calling* Let us take that course, and 
if we do not draw the brightest spirits 
to honor our generations, it is because 
[ do not understand, and declare unto 
you, the principles of true philosophy 
in correctness on this subject. 

Try this, and your offspring will be 
the fairest specimens of the work of 
Go(Ys hand. If the servants of God 
will maintain the principles of holi- 
ness and integrity, they can then 
have more than one wife, and by that 
means you can draw in your train 
mare of those spirits that will glorify 
the God of Israel, 

Let me bring it right home to you. 
Suppose your children were about to 
go from you to some distance — would 
you not feel anxious they should fall 
into good company, into generous 
hands? Yes* So, when our Father 
in heaven, who is the Father of the 
spirits of all flesh, (no mother up 
there, is there ? I do not know that ' 
a man can produce his own kind 
without the agency of woman ; I know 
of no such law in nature,) sends spirits 
to earth, when they leave Him, is He 
not anxious they should fall into good 
hands ? Yes. He is anxious they 
should have an honorable birth, and 
glorify His name in the flesh, reflect- 
ing honor on His character and dignity 
in heaven. And if there is not much 
said about the mother, if they honor 
the Father, the mother will borrow 
hot glory from the father, it will come 
4o her through that channel, and it is 
* legitimate one, 


The parent has a desire that the 
recreant child may do well, at the 
same time his good desires and hopes 
for his welfare are weakened by des- 
pair; you commit him to the care 
and keeping of kind Providence ; it 
gives you sorrow, it pains you that he 
will not be good, but you cannot help 
it, for he will not listen to the counsels 
of a kind parent. So it is with our 
heavenly Father. He wishes the 
spirits born to him in the eternal world 
to do well when they come here to take 
bodies. If some are not so loyal, so 
true and faithful as others, yet He 
wishes them to do well, but at the 
same time they must pursue their 
own course, prove themselves, and 
then receive the reward due to their 
works done in the bodv. 

Now then, let us commence to im- 
prove our race. You know, to one 
there is given five talents, to another 
two, and to another one, &c. Let us 
improve upon the talents we have re- 
ceived — upon every power, ability and 
trust that has been committed to us. 
If we do not, the talents we receive may 
be taken from us* After all these 
things I have told you about impro- 
ving our own race, self preservation is 
the tirst law of nature. I have told you 
about the people in the Valley, about 
the productions thereof, how it was in 
the beginning of its settlement. 

I wish to come to our present con- 
dition, and I want to speak justly and 
correctly, and if I do not, I know 
there is a power here that will correct 
me, and will not fail to do it. If I 
say anything that is far out of the 
way, it should be corrected, and I hope 
I may ever stand in that relation 
whenever I commit an error, that it 
may be corrected before it be too 
late. 

This season the Lord has blessed 
us with abundance. 1 told you that 
all things are spiritual to me, and 
when 1 talk about potatoes, hay, wheat, 
.Ac, I am talking about things that 
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are given to us of God. Suppose the 
Lord should give to me the gift of 
tongues, it would be the gift of God. 
On the other hand, suppose He should 
give me a loaf of bread when I am 
hungry, which shall 1 prize the most? 
It is all the gift of God- Then with 
regard to self preservation being the 
first law of nature* When our breth- 
ren have a good crop given to them 
by the hand of Providence, coupled 
with their own industry, they are anx- 
ious to sell it. They want to buy 
many things, and press it into market, 
and sell it for comparatively half its 
value, so crazy are they to sell it. 

They are like some men, when they 
get a few dimes in their pockets it 
burns them as it were, and they must 
spend their money, because they can- 
not rest until it is spent; taking 
comfort from the idea, " O well, we 
will get along the best way we can f* 
and when they have spent the last 
dime they are hard up sure enough. 
This is the case with many of our 
friends whose labors the Lord has 
blessed, and richly repaid them for 
their toil by a bounteous harvest, and 
now they are anxious to get rid of it. 

When we descend to the matter of 
dollars and cents, it is also spiritual ; 
God made the metal of which they 
are made ; He put it in the earth. We 
came down so, to accomodate ourselves 
to the understandings of all, for 1 told 
^ou I should talk about things you 
know, and not about things that you 
cannot comprehend. I will venture 
to say, when I talk about dollars and 
cents, you will all understand me. 
For instance, you sell your hay at ten 
dollars per ton, your wheat at a dollar 
and a half per bushel, and all your 
other products in the same ratio to 
the stranger, or any body else that will 
buy it from you, you are so anxious to 
get rid of it. But by and by, when 
your poor brethren come in, and have j 
not means to buy that which they 
must subsist upon, but are under the 1 


1 necessity by days' work first to earn 
; capital before they can buy the far- 
mers produce — by the time they get 
means, the price is raised from fifty to 
one hundred per cent 

Your own brethren, who stand by 
you in summer and in winter, in ad* 
versity and in prosperity ; your own 
brethren, who roam the world over 
to bring recruits to strengthen your 
forces, and make your defences still 
more invulnerable ; when they come 
fainting from the field of their labors, 
you make them pay an hundred per 
cent, more for your produce than the 
stranger that passes through your 
country. Is that right? Will God 
bless an order of things of that kind ? 
Try it, and if you don't dwindle into 
monkeys, you will dwindle into some- 
thing more hideous still. 

What is to be done ? Shall not the 
stranger be fed ? Most certainly. 
Where rests the difficulty then ? If 
you will only sell to your poor breth- 
ren next spring at the same price you 
will now sell to the stranger, there is 
no difficulty — I have nothing more to 
say, but I will be perfectly quiet upon 
this matter. If you will not do this, 
raise the price to the stranger, to the 
same standard you will exact from 
your poor brethren next spring. If 
you will do this, you will do right 

This is the common salvation that 
I wanted to speak to you upon. The 
scales of justice should be hung upon 
an even balance. Who are the best 
able to pay? Your poor brethren, 
who have hardly a pittance left when 
they arrive here — who have nothing 
to bless and comfort their souls and 
bodies with, or those who come backed 
up with resources inexhaustible ? 

Says one, " Do you calculate to go 
upon the principle that he who has 
the most shall pay the most T* No ; 
but he shall pay just as much in the 
fore part of the^year. as those do in 
the latter part oiit I do not see any 
injustice in this. You now sell your 
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hay at from eight to ten dollars per 

ton. Next spring, when your poor 
brethren who have come from Den- 
mark, England, Germany, Switzer- 
land, Italv, and the islands of the sea, 
with their cattle poor, and in th« 
winter and spring shivering and per- 
ishing around your stack yards, what 
will you charge these poor fellows for 
hay ? Twenty- five dollars per ton, 
when in the early part of the season 
you sold it for ten to the stranger. 
When it has become scarce because 
of the draft made upon it in the fore 
part of the fall at that low price, 
you then exact more than double from 
your brethren. 

How can you answer for this to the 
Gods who gave you a being ? I will 
leave you to tell your own story. I 
say, make your prices so that they con- 
tinue the same the year round, both 
in times of scarcity and in times of 
plenty. What is food for one is food 
ibr another. 

By taking this course you may per- 
haps compel a little more money to be 
left in the Valley, What will be 
done with it? Why, money, like 
every other stream, will seek its own 
level. The water courses here find 
their own level. Suppose there is 
more money left in the Valley than 
we actually need — where will it go to? 
It will find its own level. By and by 
the land we occupy will come into 
market, and then where goes the mo- 
ney ? Into the treasury of the United 
States. Has the Government lost 
anything ? No. Has the consumer ? 
No; he has had the value of his 
money. The producer has gained, 
but he has gained no more than his 
just due for encountering the danger 
lie is exposed to, and the labor he 
must perform in raising produce in 
the shape of grain, and stock in an 
Indian country. When his boys go 
out to herd the cattle they have to be 
guarded against the attacks of the 
savage. When the producer goes into 
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the field to labor, he is liable to be 
shot down by the Indian. In the 
midst of dangers they produce the 
necessaries of life, and yet they will 
sell their products for a mere song, 

11 Why," says one, M do you wish to 
oppress anybody by increasing the 
price of the staple articles of life to the 
injury of the purchaser?" That is not 
the design. But I will tell you what 
it is ; men who pass through here may 
be thankful to get them ou any terms. 
If they had come eight years ago they 
would have found a waste howling 
wilderness. What would they have 
given then for a bushel of wheat? 
Almost any price. Who has contend- 
ed with the obstacles to making things- 
as accessible as they are now ? The 
producers, and they are entitled to # the 
benefit arising from their labors. 

We do not wish to oppress any per- 
son, but we wish to bring every body 
to one standard price. We want to 
see the brethren who come here cold 
and hungry, have as good a chance as 
those who come in with their abun- 
dance. I am glad we have sufficient 
to spare to feed the stranger, the sol* 
dier, who is the right arm of the 
nation's defence : I am glad to se© 
them share the bounties of Providence; 
but I say t let the scale of justice hang 
upon an even balance. 

Do I want any person oppressed, and 
taken advantage of ? No, But I want 
free trade and sailors* rights. I want 
even handed justice all round ; then 1 
will be satisfied ; for this is the common 
salvation. But if one party is favored 
more than another, it is a particular 
salvation. Good wheat, fine flour,, 
beef, butter, cheese, and vegetables 
are good ingredients to form a common 
salvation upon ; they prolong our lives* 
lengthen out our days, that we may 
perform our mission, and do well our 
work while we are upon the earth, and 
not die before we have lived out our 
days, and fully performed what is de- 
signed we should* 
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Now I did not preach exactly so at 
Dry Creek and Mountainville, but I 
preached nearly in this way, and when 
I had done I told them not to be in a 
hurry to sell their grain, but keep it and 
try to maintain an equilibrium in the 
market all the year through. When I 
had got through, I believed they 
would do as I told them ; for they saw 
the wisdom of it, and everybody will 
act according to it only him who says, 
14 1 want to live, and I care not if all 
therest go to the devil/ 1 

What an unenviable situation a 
man must be in to live himself, and 
see everybody else destroyed ! What 
a glory it would be to him*! He could 
then exclaim, like Alexander Selkirk, 

I am monarch of all I survey, 
My right there is none to dispute. 

It is a glory I never want to have. 

The religious world scandalize the 
Deity by saying He is quite alone. I 
ouce learned a piece to repeat on the 
Fourth of July. It began like this — 

When time was not, e'er guns and planets 
shone ; 

When God their mighty Maker lived alone \ 
"When men, the high born offspring of the 
skv, 

Lived but in visions to the Eternal's eye; 
*Twas then that freedom held her bright 
abode 

In cloudless glory in the mind of God, 

I do not believe God was ever alone ; 
lor He has said Himself, it is not good 
for man to be alone ; and if it is not 
good, 1 am sure He will not be alone. 
We are created in His image and 
likeness, and I think He has been 
moving on the same track we are in, 
and we shall acquire the same experi- 
ence if we listen to His revelations. 
41 What ! n do you suppose He has lived 
in the flesh?" Paul says, we have 
not a God that cannot be touched 
with the feelings of our infirmities* 


Why ? Because he has felt about the 
same as we do. The other day when 
brother Hyde was mixing mortar, a 
person came along and said, u Brother 
Hyde, is it possible that I see you 
mixing mortar?" "Yes," I replied, 
and when I stand up yonder, and see 
you poor fellows mixing mortar, I can 
sympathise with you." I should hate 
to enlist under a General, and follow 
him to the field of battle if he had ne- 
ver been there ; I should want him to 
have a little experience, and then I 
could follow him with some degree of 
confidence. 

I have spoken to you freely on the 
common salvation. And while the 
Spirit is upon me, I would charge you 
to practise it; to set your standard 
prices now, and maintain them to your 
brethren in the spring. If you have 
not already set them high enough to 
meet your ambitious view's, raise them 
until they will, and there let them 
stand. That is my advice, and who 
is going to be injured by it ? No per- 
son. Who is going to be benefited 
by it ? The producer, who has to go 
into the field with his life in one hand, 
and the implement of husbandry in 
the other. If this is done, the hand 
of God will strengthen the hands of 
the producer, and he will live in time 
and throughout eternity; and we shall 
have abundance, and rejoice in the 
kingdom of our God. 
> Contend earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to the Saints. But if I 
were to branch out upon that, I should 
detain you too long. I will therefore 
leave it for another occasion, or for 
some one who is better able to handle 
it than myself. 

May God bless us, and save ns in 
His kingdom. Amen. 
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I will embrace the present oppor- 
tunity for making a few remarks, as I 
expert to leave this city before another 
Salt hath, to be gone several weeks. 

You have heard good instructions, 
coun^h And advice from Amasa Lyman 
and Charles G. Rich ; 1 desire to pro- 
fit by their sayings, and I hope this 
people will* 

We see men before us who are old 
Elders in this Church, veterans in 
the kingdom of God ; I hope they will 
live many years to grace our ranks. 
Those who have been in the Church 
from the beginning are men and wo- 
men who have paid attention to their 
faith, and to the doctrine of sound 
common seuse ; they have been good 
■titulars, and by this time must un- 
derstand tolerably well what they be* 
lieve* They must also be schooled in 
the study of man, and in matters 
which pertain to nations and king- 
doms, and in circumstances which 
concern us as individuals. 

The doctrine we have heard is good ; 
we have listened to principles that per- 
tain to life and salvation ; and I repeat 
again what you have heard often, 
€l Secure for yourselves first the king- 
dom of heaven and its righteous- 
Bess. 1 ' When you have done this, 
€very good principle, every good thing, 
every ^reat endowment, every peaceful 
inlluence, and all that can be enjoyed 
by celestial beings aro and will be 
yours. 

We may be within the pale of the 


I kingdom of God on earth, yet we are 
liable to be overcome of evil. There 
are many spirits who have gone abroad 
in the world, and men are overcome 
by fake spirits, and led astray from 
the path of truth. They will begin by 
doing some evil thing out of sight, 
and bay, ** O, it is nothing, it is a 
mere trifle, and the Lord is merciful, 
and forgive th sin," The sins which 
are considered t titles lay the founda- 
tion for greater evils, and expose men 
to he tempted, and buffeted by Satan, 
and they will be overcome little by 
little, until by and by they are over- 
taken in a fault which is more aggra- 
vating in the sight of justice, which 
lays the foundation for another trial 
more severe, and to be buffeted more 
by the devil, for they lay themselves 
more liable to his power. We might 
refer you to many instances of Elders 
of Israel becoming victims to evil — 
but I pass over that disagreeable mat- 
ter, 'y' l >4 l f^>°l - '•• •* * TXr ' 

God never bestows His grace upon 
an individual without trying it in that 
person, to see if the compound is 
good. Men do not realize this, nor 
think upon it as they ought ; if they 
did they would be more careful never 
to speak against the Father, against 
the Son, against any heavenly being, 
or against any being on the earth. 

Brethren, seek first the kingdom 
of heaven and its righteousness, then 
ail the blessings that brother Amasa 
anticipates enjoying will be yours, But 
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no man or woman can enjoy them un- 
less tliey Lave first secured to them- 
selves the kingdom of heaven — unless 
they have secured to themselves eter- 
nal life. 

Our bodies are satisfied with plenty 


of food, and we have property around 
us of various kinds, which satisfies our 
temporal wants for the moment* But, 
as I told you some time since, the 
king seated upon his throne wearing a 
glittering crown, and surrounded with 
all the glory of his greatness to day, 
to-morrow may he numhcred with the 
beggar, and his crown given to an- 
other. To-day we possess riches, and 
to-morrow they may take the wings of 
the morning and leave us poor indeed. 

How long shall we enjoy the happi- 
ness we now enjoy, in coming to this 
house to worship the Lord, and in as- 
sociating in other capacities with our 
dear friends? Perhaps by another Sab- 
bath many of us may be laid away t if 
not in the graveyard, upon a bed of 
sickness. We cannot trust to the 
certainty of mortal possessions ; they 
are transitory, and a dependence upon 
them will plunge into hopeless disap- 
pointment all those who trust in them. 
When men act upon the principles 
which will secure to them eternal sal- 
vation, they are sure of obtaining all 
their hearts' desire, sooner or later ; 
if it does not come to-day, it may come 
to morrow ; if it does not come in this 
time, it will in the next. 

If people would contemplate the 
stupendous works of God, and be 
honest and candid in their investiga- 
tions, there is much to be learned that 
would show them how comparatively 
worthless are earthly things. We see 
the spangled vault of the starry hea- 
vens stretched over us ; but little is 
known of the wonders of the firma- 
ment Astronomers have, by their re- 
searches, discovered some general facts 
that have proved useful and instruct- 
ing to the scientific portion of man- 
kind. The phenomena of the motions 


of the heavenly bodies, and their timea 
and seasons are understood pretty 
accurately, But who knows what 
those distant planets are? Who can 
tell the part they play in the grand 
theatre of worlds ? Who inhabits them, 
and who roles over them ? Do they 
contain intelligent beings, who are 
capable of the happiness, light, glory, 
power, and enjoyments that would 
satisfy the mind of an angel of God? 
Who can tell these things ? Can they 
be discovered by the light of science 
They cannot. Let every intelligent pe 
son seriously contemplate this subject 
and let the true light of reason illumi- 
nate the understanding, and a sound 
judgment inspired by the Spirit of 
Christ be your guide, and what wiU 
be your conclusions? They will be 
what mine are — that the Lord Al- 
mighty reigns there ; that His people 
, are there ; and that they are, or have 
been, earths to fulfil a similar destiny 
to the one we inhabit ; and there is 
eternity ; and as Enoch of old said — 
11 Thy curtains are stretched out still/ 1 
Can any of the astronomers in the 
world point out the kingdom or the 
world where God is not ? where He 
does not reign ? Can a kingdom bo 
found, by worldly wisdom, study, or by 
any means that can be employed, 
which He does not sway His sceptre 
If such a kingdom exists, I will ai 
knowledge that the doctrine I taught 
you the other day is incorrect ; an 
besides that, you will have to blot o 
some of the writings of the ancien 

Scriptures. b # 

I wish to make an application of 
this, with the sayings we have heard 
from brother Amasa Lyman to-day. 1 
We talk about true riches — about 
the eternal attributes of the Deity— 
and about that which He has given to 
the childreft of men. I also heard 
something said the other day about 
sanctification. This doctrine I heard 
taught many years ago, and I perceive 
that men do not fully understand these 
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principles ; even the best of the Lat- 
ter-day Saints have but a faint idea of 
the attributes of the Deitv, 

Here the former and Latter- day 
Saints, with their Apostles, Prophets, 
Seers, and Revel ators collected toge- 
ther to discuss this matter, I am led 
to think there would be found a great 
variety in their views and feelings 
upon this subject, without direct re- 
velation from the Lord. It i« as much 
my right to differ from other men, as 
it is theirs to dilTer from me, in points 
uf doctrine and principle, when our 
minds cannot at once arrive at the 
>ame conclusion, I feel it sometimes 
very difficult indeed to word my 
thoughts as they exist in my own 
mind, which, I presume, is the grand 
cause of Many apparent differences in 
sentiment which may exist among the 
Saints. 

What I consider to be virtue, and 
the only principle of virtue there is, is 
' <!■> the will of our Father in heaven. 
That is the only virtue I wish to 
know. I do not recognize any other 
virtue than to do what the Lord Al- 
mighty requires of me from day to 
day. In this sense virtue embraces 
all good ; it branches out into every 
avenue of mortal life, passes through 
the ranks of the sanctified in heaven, 
and makes its throne in the breast of 
the Deity. When the Lord commands 
the people, let them obey. That is 
virtue. 

The same principle will embrace 
what is called sanctification. When 
the will, passions, and feelings of a 
Person are perfectly submissive to 
God and His requirements, that person 
is sanctified. It is for my will to be 
swallowed up in the will of God, that 
will lead me into all good, and crown 
me ultimately with immortality and 
eternal lives. 

There are numbers of men who can 
say much with regard to their faith in, 
and exalted views of, 41 Mormonism ; H 
they could converse continually about 


it. In a word, if " Mormonism n is 
not my life, I do not know that I have 
any. I do not understand anything 
else, for it embraces everything that 
comes within the range of the under- 
standing of man. If it does not cir- 
cumscribe everything that is in hea- 
ven and on earth, it is not what it 
purports to be. 

I will inform you how I became a 
" Mormon " — how the first solid im- 
pression was made upon my mind. 
When I undertook to sound the doe- 
trine of 11 Mormonism," I supposed I 
could handle it as I could the Metho- 
dist, Presbyterian, and other creeds of 
Christendom, which I had paid some 
considerable attention to, from the 
first of my knowing anything about 
religion. When M Mormonism " was 
first presented to me, I had not seen 
one sect of religionists whose doctrines, 
from beginning to end, did not appear 
to me like the man's masonry which 
he had in a box, and which he ex- 
hibited for a certain sura. He opened 
the main box from which he took an- 
other box ; he unlocked that and slip- 
ped out another, then another, and 
another, and thus continued to take 
box out of box until he came to an 
exceedingly small piece of wood ; he 
then said to the spectators, 14 That, 
gentlemen and ladies, is free masonry," 

I found all religions comparatively 
like this — they were so deficient in 
doctrine that when 1 tried to tie the 
loose ends and fragments together, 
they would break in my hands. When 
I commenced to examine 44 Mormon- 
ism," I found it impossible to take 
hold of either end of it ; I found it 
was from eternity, passed through 
time, and into eternity again. When 
I discovered this, I said, ** It is wor- 
thy of the notice of man." Then I 
applied my heart to wisdom, and 
sought diligently for understanding. 

But the natural wisdom and judg- 
ment which were given me from my 
youth, were sufficient to enable me to 
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easily comprehend the discrepancies 
and lack in the creeds of the day. 

" Mormonism " is all in all to me ; 
everything else in the shape of false 
government and false religion will 
perish in the due time of the Lord, 
or else the ancient Prophets have been 
mistaken. If death is not destroyed, 
and him that hath the power of it, 
and every man and woman who are not 


well now as then, when he said, "0 
fools, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken," This 
generation are seeking eagerly after 
that which will perish in their hands ; 
they are madly rushing forward, haz- 
arding their eternal all, to secure 
transitory possessions, which, when 
they think they have obtained them, 
are not fully satisfactory; they have 


prepared to enjoy a kingdom where j grasped at the walls of an airy phau 


angels administer, then much of the 
Bible is exceedingly erroneous. Every 
kingdom will be blotted out of exist- 
ence, except the one whose ruling 
spirit is the Holy Ghost, and whose 
king is the Lord. The Lord said to 
Jeremiah the Prophet, '* Arise, and go 
down to the potters house, and 
there I will cause thee to hear my 
words. Then I went down to the 
potters house, and, behold, he 
wrought a work on the wheels. And 
the vessel that he made of clay 
was marred in the hands of the pot- 
ter : so he made it again another ves- 
sel, as seemed good to the potter to 
make it." The clay that marred in 
the potter's hands was thrown back 
into the unprepared portion, to be 
prepared over again. So it will be with 
every wicked man and woman, and 
every wicked nation, kingdom, and 
government upon earth, sooner or 
later : thev will be thrown back to 


torn, and sacrificed an enduring sub- 
stance. How foolish, in the eyes of 
the truly intelligent, the pursuits <rf 
the wicked appear. They set theif 
hearts' affections upon that which is 
not durable, seeking happiness whew 
misery and all its attendant effects 
are sure to be realized. Jesus said 
to his disciples, when he was about to 
leave them, "These things I have 
spoken unto you, that in me ye might 
have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but he of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world. " 

Who wishes to overvalue earthly 
things as they are now constituted 
They are made to be changed, the; 
are subject to decay. But the eart 
will not be utterly destroyed ; the ele- 
ments of which it is composed will 
not be annihilated, but they will be 
changed. Neither shall those be con- 
sumed who can abide the day of the 
Lord Almighty, and stand in His pre- 


the native element from which they sence. The earth in that great day 


originated, to be worked over again, 
and be prepared to enjoy some sort of 
a kingdom. 

Then where will be their glory — 
their lands — their silver and gold — 
their precious diamonds and jewels — 
and all their fine pictures, and pre- 
cious ornaments? In the hands of 
the Saints. Will the wicked inherit 
them? No ; they will be disinherited. 

I do not wonder at the ancients 
marvelling at the wickedness and un- 
belief of the people. I do not won* 
der at the words iof the Savior, which 
will apply to the people generally as 


will be renovated — cleansed from wick- 
edness — purified from dross, sancti- 
fied, and prepared for the habitation 
of the Saints of the Most High. j 
On the other hand, the wicked 
shall be consumed with the Spirit of 
His mouth, and destroyed by the 
brightness of his coming. The gold, 
the silver, the precious stones, and all 
that is desirable to beautify the hea- 
ven of the Saints, will be made pure, 
and fit for them to handle, it is the 
misapplied intelligence God has givw 
us that makes all the mischief on 
the earth. That intelligence He de- 
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signed to carry out the purposes 
of His will, and endowed it with 
capabilities to grow, spread abroad, 
accumulate, and endeavor to enjoy 
greater happiness, glory, and honor, 
and continue to expand wider and 
wider, until eternity is comprehended 
by it ; it' not applied to this purpose, 
but to the grovelling things of earth, 
it will be taken away, and given to 
one who has made better use of this 
gift of God* 

I say again—" Seek ye iirst the king- 
dom of God and His righteousness," 
and in due time, no matter when, 
whether in this year or in the next, 
in this life or in the life to come, ** all 
these things M (that appear so neces- 
sary to have in the world) " shall be 
added unto you." Everything that 
is in heaven, on the earth, and in the 
earth, everything the most fruitful 
mind can imagine, shall be yours, 
sooner or later, 1 wish you would 
square your lives according to what 
has been said to you to day, especially 
while I am gone. 

J wish to sav to all the brethren, 
young men, and boys, while I am gone 
from your midst for a season, let your 
conduct and conversation he such as 
beeoHicth year profession in all things, 
I hope I shall not hear of drunken- 
ness, confusion, and quarrelling when 
I return. I am never afraid of it 
when I am here, for I can manage 
Sttch characters so completely that 
they do not think it worth while to 
begin. While I am gone, behave 
yourselves. I will preach to you the 
same sermon f preached to the mis- 
sionaries a week ago, fig*, * 4 Walk up- 
rightly/ 1 When I return, and tind 
you have done this, all will be well ; 
if you have violated this counsel, you 
may expect to be chastised. J.et it 
he said when 1 return, 44 All is right ; 
all has been peace ; and good order 
has prevailed in your absence/ 1 

I wish to say a few words about 
some men and families in this city. 


called Gladdenites. We have been 
pretty severe upon them, but nowhere, 
except in the pulpit, to my knowledge. 
I counsel my brethren to keep away 
from their houses; let them alone, 
and treat them as courteously as you 
would any other person. Do you en- 
quire whether I have any grounds for 
giving this advice ? I answer, 1 have. 
For there are few men in this congre- 
gation who know when to stop, should 
they find themselves engaged in a 
contest with one of that class of peo- 
ple, therefore let them alone entirely. 
Those individuals are disagreeable to 
me, and eo are their doctrines. The 
man they hold up is so low and de- 
graded in his spirit, feelings, and life, 
I have not patience to hear anything 
said about him* I have known him 
too long, and too well, not to be satis- 
fied of the wickedness of his heart 

You say you wish to do right, and 
please the Lord in all your actions : 
but were I to adopt an evil practice, 
the greater portion of this community 
would follow it, Why not follow me 
then in doing right ? Righteousness, 
in whomsoever found, will never lead 
you astray ; while wickedness will lead 
you to ruin. No man possessing the 
Spirit of the Lord, can lor a moment 
believe Gladden Bishop's writings. If 
it were possible, his system is more 
foolish than the exhibition of fret 
masonry* I have referred to. 

I wish this community to under- 
stand, that what has been said here 
touching those men and xhv\r views, 
has been with no other design than 
to cause them to use tin ir tongues as 
they ought, and cease abusing me and 
this people. Some of them visited 
me yesterday, and wished to know if 
it was safe for them to stay here. I 
told them they were as safe as I was. 
if they did not undertake to make u» 
swallow, whether or not, something 
we are not willing to take. ^ We have 
been driven, and re- driven/' said I, 
"and if corrupt people stay in our 
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midst, they have got to use their 
tongues properly/' They promised 
they would, if they might stay. 

If they wish to live here in peace, 
I am willing they should, but I do not 
wish them to stir up strife. I never 
expected that this community would 
be composed entirely of Latter-day 
Saints, but I expected there would be 
goats mixed among the sheep, until 
they are separated* I do not look for 
anything else, but I wish them to be- 
have themselves in their sphere, also 
the sheep ; and let the goats associate 
with their goatish companions, and 
not endeavor to disturb the equani- 
mity of the sheep in their pasture. 

This comparison will apply to this 
people, tind those men. If they wish 
to labor, and obtain a living, they are 
welcome to do so ; but they are not at 
liberty to disturb the peace of their 
neighbors in any way ; neither let this 
people disturb them, but grant them 
every privilege claimed by, and be- 
longing to, American citizens. Let 
them meet together and pray if they 
please ; this is their own business. 
Let them do as some did in a camp- 
meeting in York State — One man 
met another and said, 11 How do you 
do? How (ire they getting along 
on the camp ground? 1 ' iC Why they 
are serving God like the very devil/' 
was the reply. And the Gladdenites 
may serve God like the devil, if they 
will keep out of my way, and out of 
the way of this people. 

The men who visited me yesterday, 
stated that they believed Joseph was 
a true Prophet, and that they were 
full-blooded " Mormons;" indeed they 
seemed to have in them an extra 
charge of 41 Mormon " blood. I asked 
one of them if he had any confidence 
in the endowment. He confessed he 
had no faith in it. 1 then asked him 
if he did not believe that Joseph 
Smith was a fallen Prophet. His re- 
ply was, " I rather think be is." 
When a man throws a stone at me, 


and with it dashes his own brains out, 
I have nothing to say. He called 
himself a full-blooded " Mormon," and 
almost in the same breath declared 
Joseph was a fallen Prophet, and that 
he had no coniidence in the endow* 
ment. How is it in reality with those 
men ? Why they have not a particle 
of faith either in "Joseph Smith, or in 
the Book of Mormon. I told one of 
them, who professed to be so honest, 
that he wanted the Lord to come 
down from heaven that moment and 
judge him, that five years would not 
pass away before he would be cursing, 
and swearing, and proclaiming blas- 
phemously against every good princi- 
ple in heaven and on earth. 

They do not know what they be- 
lieve, neither do they know what they 
have received ; they think they kuow 
all about it ; they think they know 
that you are out of the right way, and 
that they are walking in it. When 
they say this people are going to bt 
destroyed by the judgments of God, 
it is to me like the crackling of thorns 
under the pot. Pass along, and mind 
your own business, is a fit reply to 
their declarations. 

There has never been a Church of 
God on the earth without such charac- 
ters. According to their outward ap- 
pearance, they are as good men and 
women as you might think could pos- 
sibly be. You might say with safety* 
** They are truly Saints/ if you were 
to judge by the appearance of the out- 
side of the platter. But what doei 
Jesus Christ say? 11 Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven 
but he that doeth the will of my Fa- 
ther which is in heaven/* Again, 
"For whosoever shall do the will of 
mv Father which is in heaven, the 
same is my brother, and sister, aad 
mother/ 1 

He that doeth the will of God, is 
His disciple. You may say Joseph 
was a devil f if you like* hut he U at 
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home, and still holds the keys of the 
kingdom, which were comiiiitted to 
him by heavenly messengers, and al- 
ways ti ilL Do you ask who brother 
Brigham is ? He is an humble in- 
strument in the lmnds of God, to keep 
His people in the path which He has 
marked out through the instrumental- 
ity of His servant Joseph; and to 
travel in which is all I ask of them. 
I said some time since on this stand, 
if I was not a Prophet, I certainly 
had been profitable to this people, I 
know I have, by the blessing of the 
Lord, been successful in profiting 
them. The Lord has done it through 
me. 

There is a man named Martin Har- 
ris and he is the one who gave the 
holy roll to Gladden. When Mar- 
tin was with Joseph Smith, he was 
continually trying to make the people 
believe that he (Joseph) was the Shep- 
herd, the Stone of Israel. I have heard 
Joseph chastise hint severely for it, and 
he told me that such a course, if per- 
sisted in, would destroy the kingdom 
of God- Who else ever said that 
Joseph Smith was anything but an 
unlearned son of a backwoodsman ; 
who had all his lifetime, ever since 
be could handle an ax, helped his 
father to support his little family by 
catting wood ? 

Thus the I/ird found him, and 
called him to be a Prophet, and made 
him a successful instrument in laying 
the foundation of His kingdom for the 
last time. This people never profes- 
sed that Joseph Smith was anything 
more than a Prophet given to them of 
the Lord ; and to whom the Lord 
gave the keys of this last dispensation, 
w hich were not to be taken from him in 
time, neither will they be in eternity. 

I wish to see this people fulfil in 
every particular what Joseph told 
them to do, and build up the kingdom 
of God, and this they are doing. I 
give them praise to-day, for they are 
a God- blessed people. Which of these 


Elders that are sitting round me, 
if they were asked to go on a mission 
I for five, ten, or twenty years, would 
3 not rise up and say, * ( I am ready," 
notwithstanding all their weaknesses 
and foolishness ? 

Ask an apostate to go and preach 
salvation to a perishing world, and 
his reply would be, "I cannot go, I 
am too poor." They are a perfect 
abomination among men. Bid they 
ever build up the kingdom of God in 
any way ? Never, They have done 
nothing but apostatize, and they will 
now continually try to destroy the 
work of God with all their might. 
This is all they ever did do, and it is 
all they ever will do. There is not a 
faithful Elder here who would not, if 
called upon, readily go forth to preach 
the Gospel in distant countries, though 
he had not a shoe to his leet, or a 
coat to his back. Would an apostate 
do it ? No, they cannot do anything 
without money ! money ! money ! which 
is their god. The faithful children 
of God will be faithful in preaching 
the Gospel, in building up the cause 
of their God, and in carrying salvation 
to thousands and millions of the fallen 
race of Adam, which we Jiave done. 

I wonder what apostate would do 
as we did when we went to England ? 
I was better off than many of my 
brethren, for I had three shillings to 
pay my expenses to Preston. On we 
went to that town, and held our Con- 
ference, and from thence we started 
out every way, preaching the Gospel 
in the regions round about. 

Alio w me the privilege of boasting, 
though it is not me but the Lord that 
has done it We sustained ourselves, 
and assisted the poor to a verv large 
amount, and only staid in England 
one year and sixteen days. This 
means was gathered up by faith, and 
we baptized over seven thousand peo- 
ple, gave away about sixty thousand 
tracts, for which I paid the money, 
and sent Elders out to preach in every 
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direction. Would an apostate do this? 
Xo. But tbey wish to sour, corrupt, 
and desecrate with apostacy every 
Saint they come in contact with. It 
is not in them to do any good to the 
cause of truth ; but out of the evil 
they design the Lord will bring good. 
This people commenced with no- 
thing, Joseph Smith, the honored in- 
strument in the hands of God to lay 
the foundation of this work, commen- 
ced with nothing ; he had neither the 
wisdom nor the riches of this world. 
And it is proven to our satisfaction, 
that when rich men have come into 
this Church, the Lord has been deter- 
mined to take their riches from them 
aud make them poor ; that all His 
Saints may learn to obtain that which 
they possess by faith. 

Jfow many times has He made us 
poor? Thousands of dollars' worth of 
property in houses ami lands, which 
thu Ix>rd gave me, are now in the 
East, in the hands of our enemies. 
I never said they were mine, they 
were the Lord's, and I was one of His 
stewards. When I went to Kirtland, 
i had not a coat in the world, for pre- 
vious to this 1 had given away every- 
thing I posseted, that I might be free 
to go forth and proclaim the plan of 
salvation to the inhabitants of the 
earth. Neither had I a shoe to my 
feet, and I had to borrow a pair of 
guilts and a pair of boots, I staid 
t nere five years, and accumulated five 
thousand dollars. How do you think 
I accomplished this ? Why, the Lord 
Almighty gave me those means, 1 
have often had that done for me that 
]ms caused me to marvel, I know, as 
vvi U as I know I am standing before 
you to-day, that I have had money 
put into my trunk and hi to my pocket 
without the instrumentality of any 
man. This I know to a certainty. 
Ask an apostate, if they can, in truth, 
bear testimony to such a thing. They 
cannot do it. Enough about that. 
Again, I say if ** Mormonism 11 is 
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not all I anticipated it to be, it is noth- 
ing. If it is not in me, and I in it, 
if it is not all and in all to me, I am 

deceived in myself. It is everything 
in heaven and on earth to those who* 
possess it truly ; but lose this, and, as 
I told you the other day, what re- 
mains will dwindle, perish, decay, de- 
compose, and be reduced to its native 
element, or, in other words, be thrown 
into the mill to be ground over. 
- The Lord Almighty will not let any- 
thing endure that offers hospitality to 
the devil and his imps. Those who 
sutler their bodies to be dwellings for 
evil spirits, must suffer loss, for devils 
cannot construct a house that will m 
anyway answer their purpose; nei- 
ther have they been able to do so in all 
the eternities there are ; that is thfr 
very thing which causes us trouble con- 
tinually ; for they are trying all the 
time to get iuto our dwellings, because 
they have none of their own. Did 
you ever desire to take possession of 
another person s tabernacle, and leave 
your own ? No rational person own- 
ing a tabernacle would wish to do so. 
The devils have no tabernacles, which 
is the reason of their wanting to pos- 
sess human bodies. If any of you 
have suffered any of these houseless- 
spirits to enter you, turn them out, 
and they will perhaps seek refuge in 
the body of an ox, or some other ani- 
mal, or may be go into Jordan. 

Do you think tbe jegion we read of, 
that entered the swine, in the daysof 
Christ, had bodies of their own? No; 
they have no meeting houses but in 
ball rooms, gaming houses, brothels, 
gin palaces, parlors, bed rooms, andr 
other places which they frequent ia< 
the bodies of those they lead captive i 
otherwise they are wandering to aa$ 
; fro in the earth, seeking to possess 
tabernacles that other spirits, not of 
, their older, already occupy. They 
are in our midst watching for an op- 
i portunity to enter where they may* 
What will be the doom of those who 
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pve way to them, and yield to them 
the possession of their tabernacles ? 
They will wander to and fro, happi- 
ness will be hid from them, they will ; 
weep, and wail, and suffer, until their 
bodies return to their mother earth, 
and their spirits to judgment, | | 
Brethren and sisters, you are on 
the right track ; he virtuous, humble, 
thankful, generous, and true to your 
God, and to each other, loving Him 
more than all things else, and making 
His Law your delight day and night. If 
I did not love the Lord enough to leave 
houses, lands, father, mother, wives, 
and children, and even be ready to 
lay down ray life freely for the king- 
dom of God's sake, I should not con- 
sider I was worthy of it. Were I to i 


! forsake all for it, I should lose no- 
thing ; for the man who honors and 
serves God, cannot suffer loss. 

! The very laws which govern eternity 
are planned to sustain an eternal growth, 
gathering together and increasing ; so 
that the true servant of God cannot pos- 
sibly suffer loss, but will reap eternal 
gain, though he* for the cause of truth, 
is poor and needy through the whole of 
this short life. He has made truth 
his theme ; and what is it ? I will 
say it is that which endures ; it is 
eternity, and its power is to grow, in- 
crease, and expand, adding life to life, 
and power to power, worlds without 
end. 

May God bless you. Amen. 


PERFECTION AND SALVATION— SELF-GOVERNMENT. 

A Discourse by President Jtrtgham Fowny, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Greed SWf 

Lake City, December 18, 1853. 


1 love to hear my brethren speak. 
Their testimony yields joy and conso- 
lation to my heart. But notwith- 
standing the pleasure it would give 
me to sit and hear them continually, 
it is obligatory upon me to occupy 
the position I do, and let my voice be 
heard in connexion with theirs. 

We all occupy diversified stations 
in the world, and in the kingdom of 
God. Those who do right, and seek 
the glory of the Father in heaven, 
whether their knowledge he little or 
much, or whether they can do little or 
much, if they do the very best they 
know how, they are perfect. 

It may appear strange to some of 
you, and it certainly does to the world, 
to say it is possible for a man or 

2so. 9J 


woman to become perfect on this 
earth. It is written " Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect," Again, "If any man 
offend not in word, the same is a per- 
fect man, and able also to bridle the 
whole body." This is perfectly con- 
sistent to the person who understands 
what perfection really is. 

If the first passage I have quoted 
is not worded to our understanding, 
we can alter the phraseology of the 
sentence, and say, " Be ye as perfect 
as ye can," for that is all we can do, 
though it is written, be ye perfect 
as your Father who is in heaven is 
perfect. To be as perfect as we pos- 
sibly can, according to our knowledge* 
is to be just as perfect as our Father 
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in heaven is. He cannot be any 
more perfect than He knows how, any 
more than we. When we are doing 
n a well as we know how in the sphere 
and station which we occupy here, we 
are j ustified in the j ustice, righteous- 
ness, mercy, and judgment that go 
i t ibre the Lord of heaven and earth, 
i^e are as justified as the angels who 
svo before the throne of God* The 
s:n that will cleave to all the poster- 
^♦y of Adam and Eve is, that they have 
not done as well as they knew how, 

I will apply this to myself, and it 
w ill apply to you, and to every man 
and woman upon the earth ; of course 
including brother Morley, who spoke 
to you this morning. If he has done 
the best he could in the late Indian 
difficulties in the district where he 
lives, and acted according to the 
judgment and light of the spirit of 
revelation in him, he is as justified as 
an angel of God. 

Though we may do the best we 
know how at this time, can there be 
no improvement made in our lives ? 
There can. If we do wrong iguorantly, 
when we learn it is wrong, then it is 
our duty to refrain from that wrong 
immediately and for ever, and the sin 
of ignorance is winked at, and passes 
into oblivion* 

An inquiry was made this morning, 
if we know who we are, what our 
situation is, and the relationship 
*ve sustain to each other, to our God, 
-and the position we occupy to the 
human family. I can answer the 
^question. No, we do not. Do the 
people understand all the obligations 
■they are under to each other and to 
their God ? They do not. Again, 
do they try to know, as far as it is in 
their power? They do not Are 
ihere individuals among us who seek 
with all their hearts to know and un- 
derstand the will of God ? Yes, 
many. But as a people, do they, with 
an undivided heart, endeavor to know 
4he will of God in preference to every- 


thing else upon earth ? They do not 

There is a reason for this. Bro- 
ther Morley wanted to know if we 
had learned ourselves. We have not. 
When he referred to the spirits in the 
world, and what we could witness in 
the infant chili in its mother s lap, at 
this moment like a little seraph, and 
in the next, more like a demon with 
passion and rage, I thought we nee 
not confine ourselves to the child fo 
example, for this picture of good an 
evil is exhibited as frequently in th 
parent, and even in the grey-heade 
sire, as in the child. If men an 
women understood perfectly their p 
siticn before God, angels, and men 
the place they occupy, and the sphen 
they act in, they would know they aro 
as independent in their organ izatio 
as the angels, or as the Gods. Yet 
in consequence of sin entering in 
the world, darkness, wretchedness, 
folly, weakness of every kind, and the 
power of temptation surround the 
children of men, as well as the power 
of God, I say the grey-headed father, 
and the aged matron will give way ta 
the power of evil, when it comes upon 
them, as readily, in many instances, 
as the infant child upon its mother's 
lap. ■ 

I speak what I know, and say, 
shame on those who are subject to 
such weakness, when they have had 
time and opportunity to learn better* 
Brother Morley says, "Such spirits 
will be damned/ 1 Bless your suulsJ 
they are damned already* The reason 
they act as they do, in a maimer so 
diametrically opposed to the angels 
and Gods in the eternities that are, is 
because they have been in a miserable 
condition since they have been upon 
the earth. 

When men and women give way to 
these wicked spirits, it is a proof they 
have not learned their organization, 
and what they were made for. 

As for this people knowing their 
true position before God, in the midst 
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of the nations of the earth, it is cer- 
tain they have not yet learned it. 
Shall we ever learn it? We shall. 
And further, we shall be obliged to 
learn it; and further still, tee shall 
be compelled to learn it How? 
By flattery ? By blessings ? By the 
kind smiles of Providence ? By the 
bountiful fulnesi of the invisible hand 
of our heavenly Father bestowing 
every blessing upon us? Now some 
of us are ready to say, this will not 
bring us to an understanding of our 
true position, and prepare us for what 
is before us. If the mercies and 
blessings of our kind and indulgent 
heavenly Parent will not produce the 
desired effects upon His people, He 
will certainly chasten them, and make 
them know, by what they suffer, how 
to govern and sanctify themselves be- 
fore Him. 

We ought to pursue the same 
course with our children when we 
wish them to obey our commands. 
It is reasonable and right, after you 
have held out every kind of induce- 
ment possible, to bring them to their 
senses, and to obedience, if they still 
continue refractory, to try the rod, 
\xv. \ chasten them until they become 
obedient. That is what our Father 
in heavtn will do for this people, if 
they will not learn by His blessings 
and loving kindness. 

Do you inquire if I think we are about 
to be afflicted ? If we are not good 
children, we shall be. We must learn 
to love righteousness, and hate ini- 
quity, and then we can chasten our- 
selves, and bring ourselves to the 
sphere we were designed to fill in our 
existence, and govern and control 
ourselves in it, preparatory to power 
being put into our hands. We should 
never have but one desire, but one j 
determination ; our will should be 
perfectly centred upon the one object, 

iz., to find out the will of God, and 
do it. Let every individual thus 
school, chasten, prove, view, and re- 


view himself, taking himself into cus- 
tody as a prisoner to be subjected to 
a severe examination, until his will is 
perfectly subservient to the will of 
God in eveiy instance, and you can 
say, M No matter what it is, let usr 
know the will of the Father in heaven, 
and that is our will." Then we shall 
be able to train, school, and practise 
upon ourselves, until we can control, 
and bring under subjection, the wick- 
ed influences that surround us; we 
can then begin to pave the way, or 
throw up an highway of holiness to 
the rising generation. 

This we have to do. It is our busi- 
I ness. It is the labor of the Latter- 
day Saints, which, if carried out, will 
run through all the various changing: 
! scenes of mortal life. It is in every 
act and dealing, both with ourselves, 
our families, and strangers. It fills 
every avenue of human life, from 
beginning to end. To gain the spirit- 
ual ascendancy over ourselves, and the 
influences with which we are sur- 
rounded, through a rigid course of 
self-discipline, is our first consider- 
ation, it is our first labor, before we 
can pave the way for our children 
to grow up without sin unto salvation. 

No man, in a short hour or two, 
can tell everything that is in his 
heart, when it is filled by the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost. But I will 
continue my remarks, and give you a 
little more. 

All persons are surrounded with 
circumstances peculiar to their loca- 
tion, station, and situation in life. A 
portion of our old associates believe 
we are controlled entirely by circum- 
stances ; but this people have learned 
enough to know they have the ability 
and power to control circumstances* 
to a certain extent ; they will control 
us more or less, but not entirely. We 
can lay the foundation in the midst of 
this people for a train of circumstan- 
ces to surround the rising generation 
with a divine influence. We can also 
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produce a tram of circumstances that 
will work their certain destruction. 
This is in our power, and the first is 
the labor of th# Latter-day Saints, 

Some, when their minds are opened 
to behold the purity of a God of eter- 
nity — the purity of heaven, and under- 
stand that uo impure thing can enter 
there ; when they can realize the per* 
fection of the redeemed and glorified 
Zion, and then look at the people now* 
and their actions, and how they are 
overcome with their weaknesses, how 
they cannot go out and come in with- 
out coming in contact, in some way, 
with their neighbors ; when they look ' 
at the universal sinfulness of mortal 
man ; are ready to exclaim, " We shall 
all go to destruction, salvation is im- 
possible- 11 I do not believe a word of 
it. If we do the best we know how, 
and yet commit many acts that are 
wrong, and contrary to the counsel 
given to us, there is hope in our case. 

The Savior has warned us to be 
careful how we judge, forgiving each 
other seven times seventy in a day, if 
we repent, and confess our sins one to 
another. Can we be more merciful 
and forgiving than our Father m hea- 
ven ? We cannot* Therefore let 
people do the best they can, and they 
will pave the way for the rising gene- 
ration to walk up into the light, wis- 
dom, and knowledge of the angels, and 
of the redeemed from this earth, to 
say nothing of other earths, and they 
will be prepared to enjoy in the resur- 
rection all the blessings which are for 
the faitliful, and enjoy them in the 
flesh. 

It is our duty, and to this we are 
called so to frame and control circum- 
stances in our lifetime, as to bring 
blessings upon the rising generation, 
which we can never attain to while we 
are in the flesh. But when the vision 
of our minds is opened to behold the 
immaculate purity, perfection, light, 
beauty, and glory of Zion, the heaven 
of eternity, the place where Saints 


DISCOURSES. 

and angels dwell in the eternal worlds^ 
then salvation for us poor erring mor- 
tals seems almost impossible ; it seems 
that we shall hardly be saved. This, 
however, is verily true, we shall hard- 
ly be saved. There never was any 
person over saved ; all who have been 
saved, and that ever will be in the fu- 
ture, are only just saved, and then it 
is not without a struggle to overcome, 
that calls into exercise every energy 
of the soul. 

It is good for us to follow the ex- 
ample of those who have attained unto 
salvation ; consequently if I wish to 1 
be saved, and be an instrument of 
pointing out the way to others, let 
me not only preach the doctrine of 
salvation, but set the example in my 
conduct, and plead with them to fol- 
low it. If our faith is one, and we 
are united to gain one grand object, 
and I, as an individual, can possibly 
get into the celestial kingdom, you 
and every other person, by the same 
rule, can also enter there. 

Though our interest is one as a 
people, yet remember, salvation is an 
individual work ; it is every person foi 
I themselves, I mean more by this 
than I have time to tell you in full, 
but I will give you a hint. There 
are those in this Church who calcu* 
late to be saved by the righteousness 
of others. They will miss their mark. 
They are those who will arrive just as 
i the gate is shut, so in that case you 
may be shut out ; then you will call 
upon some one, who, by their own faith- 
fulness, through the mercy of Jesus 
Christ, have entered in through the 
I celestial gate, to come and open it for 
you ; but to do this is not their pro- 
vince. Such will be the fate of those 
j persons who vainly hope to be saved 
I upon the righteousness and through 
the influence of brother Somebody, 
I forewarn you therefore to cultivate 
righteousness and faithfulness in your- 
selves, which is the only passport into 
1 celestial happiness. 
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There is another thing I wish to 
notice, viz,, touching the man brother 
Morley spoke of this morning, who 
put away his wife which he had lately 
taken. He began to tell you how 
mean it looks to him to trifle in this 
manner with the greatest blessings 
of heaven to man. To men who 
will ask for blessings, and jewels of 
" great price, and seek to cast them 
away to-morrow, it will be said by and 
bye, "Take that and give it to the 
1 1 1 who is more worthy. " And what 
shall be done with the other? Let 
him scrub the floor, clean shoes, and 
make soap. I mean this to be under- 
stood spiritually. Of course we shall 
l>2 so clean in the heavenly Zion, we 
M not need anybody to wash for us, 
When I say we will set such charac- 
ters to work in the garden, to clean 
our stables, to curry our horses, or 
% rk in the cellar kitchen, it is to be 
understood spiritually. 

You may get jewels of great price, 
and trifle with them, and think them 
nothing, but by and bye they will so 
far outshine you, that you cannot look 
upon the blaze of their glory without 
being struck with blindness. The 
words of the Savior will be fulfilled on 
such persons, " Take heed therefore 
how ye hear : for whosoever hath, to 
him shall be given ; and whosoever 
hath not, from him shall be taken 
even that which he seemeth to have/* 
That which they think they possess, j 
they only seem to have. It is put in 
their hands for a few days, to see if 
they have wisdom sufficient to use it 
to the glory and honor of God, that 
they may liave more blessings added 
to them. When they have proved 
themselves unworthy, that which they 
seemed to have will be taken away, 
and given to another who is more 
worthy, that he may have more abun- 
dantly. 

As it respects the wicked actions of 
the people, while brother Morley was 
speaking, I thought I could tell you 


things about some men, that you 
would not want to hear. To satisfy 
my own feelings by way of compar- 
ison, I will give you a faint idea of 
how they look to me. 

Imagine ail the carcases of the peo- 
ple who have died of the cholera, and 
of other loathsome diseases, heaped 
up to rot in one general mass, under 
the rays of a southern sun, and the 
stench of such a mass of corruption 
would not begin to offend my nostrils, 
and the nostrils of every righteous 
man, so much as those men do. On 
the other hand, if every man will do 
the best he can, and as far as he 
knows how, it will be well with him, 
and he will be blessed until there is 
not room to contain the blessings 
which will be poured upon him. Sin 
consists in doing wrong when wo 
know and can do better, and it will be 
punished with a just retribution, in 
the due time of the Lord. 

Have this people been blessed? 
They have. Why can they not un- 
derstand, that they are organized and 
formed for the express purpose of be* 
coming independent in and of them- 
selves, that they may begin to guard 
against any evil principle, or the sug- 
gestions of evil ? But you will readily 
say, *' That is in all men, it is natural to 
them," So Paul thought. He was 
Burrounded with spirits of evil, and was 
wonderfully troubled with them, so 
much so, that when he would do good, 
evil was present with him, I would 
have kicked them out of doors. Ho 
was a righteous man, and died for the 
Gospel's sake, and it was right for 
him to die, if it were for nothing but 
taking care of the clothes of those who. 
stoned Stephen to death, "Now/* 
says Paul, " I would do good to that 
man, but evil is present with me/' 
Why did he not kick that evil out of 
the way of his doing good ? Was he 
bound to be troubled with it? No, 
no more than you and I are. 
Are those who are drinking and 


134 


JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES. 


carousing to-day (and there may be 
some doing so who profess to be bre- 
thren) obliged to break the Sabbath, 
and make themselves drunkards and 
gluttons ? No. If the brethren who 
profess to be Saints, and do wrong, 
would reveal the root of the matter, 
and tell the whole truth, it would be, 
#< I have a desire to do a great deal of 
good, but the devil is always at my 
elbow, and I always like to keep the 
old gentleman so that I can put my 
hand upon him, for I want to use him 
sometimes," That is the reason why 
men and w r omen are overcome with 
evil. 

Again, I can charge you with what 
you will all plead guilty of, if you 
would confess the truth, viz,, you 
dare not quite give up all your hearts 
to God, and become sanctified through- 
out, and be led by the Holy Ghost 
from morning until evening, and from 
one year's end to another, I know 
this is so, and yet few will acknowledge 
it. I know this feeling is in your 
hearts, as well as I know the sun 
shines. 

We will examine it a little closer. 
Many of you have fearful forebodings 
that all is not right in the organiza- 
tion of this kingdom. You shiver 
and shake in your feelings, and trem- 
Jble in your spirit ; you cannot put 
your trust in God, in men, nor in 
yourself. This arises from the power 
of evil that is so prevalent upon the 
Sslco of the whole earth. It was given 
to you by your father and mother ; it 
was mingled with your conception in 
the womb, and it has ripened in your 
flesh, in your blood, and in your bones, 
Bo that it has become riveted in your 
very nature. If I were to ask you in- 
dividually, if you wished to be sancti- 
fied throughout, and become as pure 
and holy as you possibly could live, 
every person would say yes; yet if 
the Lord Almighty should give a reve- 
lation instructing you to be given 
wholly up to Him, and to His cause, you 


would shrink, saying, " I am afraid 
he will take away some of my darlings. T 
That is the difficulty with the major- 
ity of this people. 

It is for you and I to wage wax 
with that principle until it is overcome 
in us, then we shall not entail it upon 
our children- It is for us to lay a 
foundation so that everything our 
children have to do with, will bring 
them to Mount Zion, and unto the 
city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general as- 
sembly and church of the first bom, 
which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and 
to Jesus th^mediator of the new cov- 
enant, and to the blood of sprinkling 
that speaketh better things than the 
blood of Abel. If we lay such a 
foundation with all good conscience, 
and labor as faithfully as we can, it 
will be well with us and our children 
in time and in eternity. 

What kind of a sensation would it 
produce in my heart, should I hear at 
the close of* this meeting that the 
Lord had suffered the devil to destroy 
my houses, my wives, and my chil- 
dren, and committed every particle of 
my property to the devouring flames 
— that I was left destitute, and alone 
in the world? I wish you all to 
apply this interrogation to yourselves. 
What would such a circumstance pro- 
duce upon this people, provided the 
did not know the Lord was going t 
send a judgment upon them, as H 
has done in former times (though yon 
need not be afraid of it) ? how would 
you feel ? Would there not be mm* 
muring, and fault finding, and writing 
and plotting with apostates, and some 
fleeing to California, and some run- 
ning back to the States ? 

Or suppose, when you arrive at 
home from this meeting, you find your 
neighbors have killed your horses and 
destroyed your property, how would 
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you feel ? You would feel like taking 
instant vengeance on the perpetrator 
of the deed. Bat it would he wrong 
for you to encourage the least particle 
of feeling to arise in Your bosom like 
anger, or revenge, or like taking 
judgment into your own hands, until 
the Lord Almighty shall say, " Judg- 
ment is yours, and for you to exe- 
cute*" 

Brother Morley wished to know if 
any one could tell the origin of 
thought The origin of thought was 
planted in our organization at the 
beginning of our being. This is not 
telling you how it came there, or who j 
put it there. Thought originated ! 
frith our individual being, which is 
organized to be as independent as any 
being in eternity. When you go 
home, and learn that your neighbors 
have committed some depredation on 
your property, or in your family, and 
anger arises in your bosom, then con- 
sider, and know that it arises in your- 
selves. 

On the other hand, suppose some 
person has blessed you when you re- 
turn home, brought you a bag of flour, 
for instance, in a time of great scarcity, 
and some butter, milk, and vegetables, 
thoughts would at once spring up to 
bless the giver. The origin of thought 
and reflection is in ourselves. We j 
think, because we are, and are made ; 
susceptible of external influences, and ! 
to feel our relationship to external 
objects. Thus thoughts of revenge, 
and thoughts of blessing will arise in 
the same mind, as it is influenced by 
external circumstances, i 

If you are injured by a neighbor, 
the first thought of the unregenerate 
heart is for God to damn the person 
who has hurt you. But if a person 
blesses jou, the first thought that \ 
arises in you is, God bless that man ; 
and this is the disposition to which j 
we ought to cleave. But dismiss any 
spirit that would prompt you to injure 
any creature that the Lord has made, I 
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give it no place, encourage it not, and 
it will not stay where you are. You 
can let the black man, or the white 
man into your house, as you please £ 
you can say, " Walk in," to both of 
them. 

This is a figure. When the white mait 
presents himself, you know him at 
once by his complexion ; the same 
when you see darkness and blackness* 
advancing, you know it is from be- 
neath, and you can command it to> 
leave your house. When the good 
man comes, he brings with hfrn a hala 
of kindness which fills you with peace 
and heavenly comfort ; invite hiii* 
into your house, and make him your 
constant guest, 

I have often told you from this 
stand, if you cleave to holy, godlike 
principles, you add more good to your 
organization, which is made indepen- 
dent in the first place, and the good 
spirit and influence which come from 
the Father of lights, and from Jesu& 
Christ, and from the holy angels add 
good to it. And when you have beea 
proved, and when you have labored 
and occupied sufficiently upon that> it 
will become, in you, what brother 
Joseph Smith told Elder Taylor, if he 
would adhere to the Spirit of the Lord 
strictly, it should become in him, viz,,, 
a fountain of revelation. That is true^ 
After a while the Lord will say ti> 
such, M My son, you have been faith- 
ful, you have clung to good, and you 
love righteousness, and hate iniquityv 
from which you have turned away* 
now you shall have the blessing of the 
Holy Spirit to lead you, and be your 
constant companion, from this time 
henceforth and forever. Then the 
Holy Spirit becomes your property, it 
is given to you for a profit, and axk 
eternal blessing. It tends to addition* 
extension, and increase, to immortality 
and eternal lives. 

If you suffer the opposite of thi$ 
to take possession of your tabernacles,, 
it will hurt you, and all that is asso*> 
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eiated v* i ; h you, and blast, and strike 
with mildew, until your tabernacle, 
which was created to continue through- 
out an endless duration, will be de- 
composed, and go back to its native 
elements, to be ground over again like 
the refractory clay that has spoiled in 
the hand of the potter, it must be 
worked over again until it shall be- 
come passive, and yield to the potter s 
wish. 

One power is to add, to build up, 
and increase ; the other to destroy 
and diminish ; one is life, the other 
is death. Let us, then, lay a founda- 
tion for the rising generation to grow 
up without being trammeled and hin- 
dered in their own ward course to glory 
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and happiness by the superstitions, 
tradition, and ignorance that have 
blinded and hurt us. Let us do the 
best we can, and if we make a mistake 
once, seven times, or seventy times 
seven in a day, and are honest in our 
confessions, we shall be forgiven freely. 
As we expect to obtain mercy, so let 
us have mercy upon each other. And 
when the evil spirit comes let him find 
no place in you. 

I recollect telling the Latter-day 
Saints that no man could judge the 
nature of a spirit without first testing 
it ; until then, he is not capable to 
judge of it. Brethren, love righteous- 
ness, and hate iniquity. 

May God bless you for ever. Amen. 


SPIRITUAL GIFTS — HELL — THE SPIRIT WORLD — THE ELDERS AND 

THE NATIONS— THE LAMANITES — THE TEMPLE. 

A Discourse by President Brigham Young, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt LaJte 

Ciiy> Dec. 3, 1854, 


There are two or three subjects that 
I wish to occupy a short time in speak* 
ing upon, and I will commence with 
observations upon spiritual gifts, nppli* 
cable directly to " such as sit in dark- 
ness, and in the shadow of death/' 
according to the words of the Psalmist. 

In the Scripture written by Job, or 
said to be written by him, you can 
read, M There is a spirit in man : and 
the inspiration of the Almighty giveth 
them understanding ; ,f and in the 
New Testament, " In him (Christ) 
was life ; and the life was the light of 
men. M " Then spake Jesus again un- 
to them, saying, I am the light of the 
world : he that foUoweth me shall not 
walk iu darkness, but shall have the 
light of life." That was the true light, 


which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world." 

We could turn to many other passa- 
ges of Scripture, alluding to what I 
have in my mind with regard to the 
inhabitants of the earth. It is belie* 
ved, or has been, for I have often 
beard it taught by the Elders of Is- 
rael, that every person of accountable 
age, who did not believe in the Gospel 
of the Son of God, as it is written in 
the New Testament, and practise it 
in their lives, would be damned ; or 
in other words, if a person does not 
become a Saint, or what we call a 
Saint, he must be damned. According 
to the old Scriptures, in one sense, I 
can agree with them with regard to 
the expression, and truly say that the 
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inhabitants of the earth who have lived 
and died, and those who are now 
living, are all damned. 

This idea brings to my mind so 
much not directly alluding to my sub- 
ject, that I will break off, and say that 
we are now fighting the devils, in or- 
der to make a heaven of this earth. 

Any person knowing and under 
standing the Scriptures as they are, 
and understanding the mind and will 
of God, can understand at once that 
when he is shut out from the presence 
of the Lord, when He does not hear 
His voice, sees not His face, receives 
not the ministering of His angels or 
ministering spirits, and has no mes- 
senger from the heavens to visit him, 
he must surely be in hell. Does the 
wrath of God rest upon all such? 
Yes, and we have plenty of it, just as 
much as we know what to do with. 
Are you not aware that the Latter-day 
Saints are realizing this, and saying 
** that it seems as though the devils 
are let loose upon the Saints V Do 
you not know that they arc liable to 
temptation? to feel wrath, malice, 
strife, envy, hatred to God, dislike to 
righteousness, and an inclination to 
dethrone the Almighty, and usurp His 
authority? If this is not being in 
hell, and if this is not the wrath of 
God abiding, to a certain degree, upon 
the inhabitants of the earth, we will 
wait until we find out what it is ; but 
I cannot tell it any better in so few 
words. 

The Spirit of the Lord, the light of 
Christ, and the inspiration of the Al- 
mighty, are given to every man to 
profit withal. All who understand 
the Gospel of salvation, in reflecting 
upon the condition of their progeni- 
tors, as far back as they can trace 
them, have this consolation ; if they 
were honest, if they were upright, if 
they lived according to the best light 
and knowledge they had, if they served 
the Lord according to all they could 
obtain from the priest, and other 


sources, and lived according to that 
light, are they damned? Yes, pre- 
cisely as you and I will be. 

It is understood, and is so written, 
that when the inhabitants of the earth 
pass through what is called the valley 
of death, that which is in the taber- 
nacle leaves it, and goes into the world 
of spirits, which is called hades or hell. 
The spirits that dwell in these taber- 
nacles on this earth, when they leave 
them, go directly into the w T orld of 
spirits. What, a congregated mass of 
inhabitants there in spirit, mingling 
with each other, as they do here? 
Yes, brethren, they are there together, 
and if they associate together, and 
collect together in clans and in so- 
cieties as they do here, it is their pri- 
vilege. No doubt they yet, more or 
less, see, hear, converse, and have to 
do with each other, both good and bad, 
Jesus himself went to preach to the 
spirits in prison ; now, as he went to 
preach to them, he certainly associated 
with them ; there is no doubt of that. 
If the prophets went and preached to 
the spirits in prison, they associated 
with them : if the Elders of Israel in 
these latter times go and preach to 
the spirits in prison, they associate 
with them, precisely as our Elders 
associate with the wicked in the flesh, 
when they go to preach to them. 

This is exactly what I wish to get 
before your minds, not that but many 
of you understand these principles, 
and again many of you have not had 
the privilege of hearing them. Brother 
Woodard, who spoke to you this 
morning, has been in Italy, and has 
never before had the privflege of ga- 
thering with the Saints, He first 
learned of the coming forth of the 
Book of Mormon, and the restoration 
of the Gospel, from the Elders who 
travelled where he was, and by the 
Spirit of the Lord he understood* 

Brethren and sisters, and all who 
preach the Gospel of salvation, and, in 
short, all who inhabit this earth, I 
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wish you to understand that the Lord 
lias pleased to organize tabernacles 
here, and put spirits into them, and 
they then become intelligent beings. 
By and bye, sooner or later, the 
body, this that is tangible to you, 
that you can feel, see, handle, &c M re- 
turns to its mother dust. Is the 
spirit dead ? No. You believe the 
spirit still exists, when this body has 
crumbled to the earth again, and the 
spirit that God puts into the tabernacle 
goes into the world of spirits. What 
is their situation ? Is there any op- 
portunity for them whatever? Yes, 
there is; although there is a great 
deal of Scripture which the priests 
have been pleased to make, without 
revelation, that contradicts this idea ; 
and the traditions of the fathers con- 
tradict it, not the traditions of the 
Prophets and Apostles, but of our 
fathers, those who have lived in the 
dark ages of the world, and the great 
majority of those who live now ; for I 
do not know of a darker period in the 
history of the world, than that of the 
nineteenth century, apart from the 
light of the new and everlasting cove- 
nant It is the ignorance and super- 
stition of the people that contradict 
future progression in the world of| 
spirits, for the Gospel does not, There 
is an opportunity for men who are in 
the spirit to receive the GospeL 
Jesus, while his body lay in the grave ! 
two nights and one day, went to the 
world of spirits to show the brethren 
how they should build up the kingdom, 
and bring spirits to the knowledge of 
the truth in the spirit world ; he went 
to set them the pattern there, as he 
had done on this earth. Hence you ■ 
perceive that there, spirits have "the 
privilege of embracing the truth. 

You may ask if they are baptized 
there ? No. Can they have hands 
laid upon them for the gift of the 1 
Holy Ghost ? No. None of the out- 
ward ordinances that pertain to the 
flesh are administered there, but the 


light, glory, and power of the Holy 
Ghost are enjoyed just as freely as 
upon this earth ; and there are laws 
which govern and control the spirit 
1 world, and to which they are subject 
Can .we do anything for them? 
Yes, What are we trying to build a 
Temple for? And we shall not only 
build a Temple here, if we are sue- 
! cessful, and are blessed and preserved, 
but we shall probably commence two 
or three more, and so on as fast as the 
work requires, for the express purpose 
of redeeming our dead. When I get 
a revelation that some of my progeni- 
tors lived and died without the bles- 
sings of the Gospel, or even hearing 
it preached, but were as honest as I 
am, as upright as I am, or as any man 
or woman could be upon the earth ; m 
righteous, so far as they knew how, 
as any Apostle or Prophet that ever 
lived, I will go and be baptized, con- 
firmed, washed, and anointed, and go 
through all the ordinances and endow- 
ments for them, that their way may 
be open to the celestial kingdom. 

As I have frequently told you, that 
is the work of the Millennium. It is 
the work that has to be performed by 
the seed of Abraham, the chosen seed, 
the royal seed, the blessed of the Lord, 
those the Lord made covenants with. 
They will step forth, and save every 
son and daughter of Adam who will 
receive salvation here on the earth ; 
and all spirits in the spirit world will 
be preached to, conversed with, and 
the principles of salvation carried to 
them, that they may have the privi* 
lege of receiving the Gospel ; and they 
will have plenty of children here on 
the earth to officiate for them in those 
ordinances of the Gospel that pertain 
to the flesh. 

Many people believe that the Spirit 
of the Lord has not been upon tha 
earth when the Gospel was not among 
men in its purity ; they believe tho 
Spirit of the Lord has been entirely 
taken from the earth since the apos- 


tacy of the Church. I do not believe 
for one moment that there has been a 
man or woman upon the face of the 
earth, from the days of Aclam to this 
tlay, who has not been enlightened, 
instructed, and taught by the revela- 
tions of Jesus Christ " What ! the 
Ignorant heathen ?" Yes, every hu- 
man being who has possessed a sane 
mind. I am far from believing that 
the children of men have been de- 
prived of the privilege of receiving the 
spirit of the Lord to teach them right 
from wrong. No matter what the tra- 
ditions of their fathers were, those 
who were honest before the Lord, and 
acted uprightly, according to the best 
knowledge they had, will have an op- 
portunity to go into the kingdom of 
God, I believe this privilege belong- 
ed to the sons and daughters of Adam, 
and descended from him, and his 
children who were cotemporary with 
him, throughout all generations. 

Men who are under the influence 
of their traditions and former notions, 
will desire to ask scores of questions 
upon this subject, but I think I can 
relieve your minds. 

The Spirit of the Lord, in teaching 
the people, in opening their minds to 
the principles of truth, does not in- 
fringe upon the laws God has given 
to mankind for their government; 
consequently, when the Lord made 
man, He made him an agent account- 
able to his God, with liberty to act 
and to do as he pleases, to a certain 
extent, in order to prove himself* 
There is a law that governs man thus 
far ; but the law of the celestial king- 
dom, as I have frequently told you, 
is, and always will be, the same to all 
the children of Adam. When we talk 
of the celestial law which is revealed 
from heaven, that is, the Priesthood, 
we are talking about the principle of 
salvation, a perfect system of govern- 
ment, of law s and ordinances, by which 
we can be prepared to pass from one 
gate to another, and from one sentinel 


to another, until we go into the pre- 
sence of our Father and God. This 
law has not always been upon the 
earth ; and in its absence, other laws 
have been given to the children of 
men for their improvement, for their 
education, for their government, and 
to prove what they would do when 
left to control themselves ; and what 
we now call tradition has grown out 
of these circumstances. 

There is so much of this, that I 
hardly dare to commence talking about 
it It would require a lengthy dis- 
course upon this particular point. 
Suffice it to say, the Lord has not 
established laws by which I am com- 
pelled to have my shoes made in a 
certain style. He has never given a 
law to determine whether I shall have 
a square- toed boot or a peaked- toed 
boot ; whether I shall have a coat with 
the waist just under my arms, and 
the skirts down to my heels ; or 
whether I shall have a coat like the 
one I have on. Intelligence, to a 
, certain extent, was bestowed both 
upon Saint and sinner, to use inde- 
pendently, aside from whether they 
have the law of the Priesthood or not, 
or whether they have ever heard of it 
or not. "I put into you intelligence," 
saith the Lord, w that you may know 
how to govern and control yourselves, 
and make yourselves comfortable and 
happy on the earth ; and give unto 
you certain privileges to act upon as 
independently in your sphere as I do 
in the government of heaven." 

No matter whether we are Jew or 
Gentile, as the two classes of people 
are called ; though Gentile signifies 
disobedient people ; no matter whether 
we believe in the Koran as firmly as 
we now believe in the Bible ; no mat- 
ter whether we have been educated 
by the Jews, the Gentiles, or the Hot- 
tentots; whether we serve the true 
and the living God, or a lifeless image, 
if we are honest before the God we 
serve. 
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Brother George Q, Cannon brought 
me a god from the Sandwich Islands, 
made out of a piece of wood. If all 
the people how down to such a god as 
that, it is in accordance with their 
laws and ordinances, and their man*- 
ner of dealing among themselves ; the 
Lord permits them to do as they 
please with regard to that matter, and 
this illustration will apply to all the 
nations upon the face of the earth. 
People who fall down beneath the 
wheels of Juggernaut, and are crushed 
to death ; who sacrifice their children 
in the worship of idols ; if they act 
according to the best of their know- 
ledge, there is a chance for their sal- 
vation, as much as there is for the 
salvatiou of any other person. 

" Do you suppose the Hindoos hare 
the light of the Spirit of Christ ?" I 
know they have; and so have the 
Hottentots, and so has every nation 
and kingdom upon the face of the 
earth, even though some of them may 
be cannibals, indulging in a practice 
the most repugnant to our refined 
feelings of any we know of among any 
people ; yet that is a practice which 
the religious, refined, and polished in- 
habitants of our lovely country shud- 
der at. But let me place any mem- 
ber of this congregation, or the whole 
of them, in such a state of suffering, 
from year to year, that they shall 
never see one day or one hour's com- 
fort, nor satisfaction of human life ; 
when compared with a condition of that 
kind, the sin of killing and eating a 
human being would not be as great as 
many sins committed by the so-called 
Christian nations. 

Can I refer your minds to circum- 
stances of this kind among the people 
of our lovely country ? Yes, brethren 
and sisters, ladies and gentlemen, 
scores of them* When a man has 
power over his neighbour, over his 
fellow-being, and puts him in torment, 
which is like the flames of everlasting 
fire, so that he never dares to speak ; 


his mind, or walk across the street, 
or attend to any branch of business 
without a continual fear of his op- 
pressor, and of the rod hanging over 
him for punishment, it is worse than 
to kill and eat him. That is as the 
torment of hell, do you know it ? 
Now do not be scared when you hear 
of the heathen engaging in loathsome 
practices, for I defy you to bring up a 
meaner or more degraded set than 
now exists among the so-called civil- 
ized nations of the earth* 

When I heard brother George Q. 
Cannon speak about the traditions of 
the people where he has been, I 
thought that some of their traditions 
were no worse than some of ours* 
They believe that no one is better ca- 
pable of teaching the inhabitants of 
the earth than they ; and I defy them 
to believe that stronger than we be- 
lieve it of ourselves. It is what we 
have been taught, and what we verily 
believe ; they have been taught the 
same idea, and believe it with all their 
hearts ; then don't cast them down to 
hell for their honest belief. 

But when the light of the know- 
ledge of God comes to a man and he 
rejects it, that it is his condemnat ion. 
When I have told all I have been 
authorized to declare to him in the 
name of the Lord, if he does not have 
the visions of eternity, it is all non- 
sense to him. To know the truth of 
my testimony he must have the visions 
and revelations of God for himself. 
And when he gets them, and turns 
aside, becoming a traitor to the cause 
of righteousness, the wrath of God 
will btat upon him, and the vengeance 
of the Almighty will be heavy upon 
him. This comes, not because their 
fathers lived in darkness before them, 
and the ancestors of their fathers be- 
fore them; not because the nations 
have lived and died in ignorance ; but 
because the Lord pours the spirit of 
revelation upon them, and they reject 
it. Then they are prepared for the 


SPIRITUAL GIFTS, ETC. 


141 ' 


wrath of God, and they are banished 
to another part of the spirit world, 
where the devil has power and control 
over them. 

Have not all our missionaries com- 
plained of hard times in their fields of 
labor ? And some lately sent out are 
coming home. It is hard times for 
the brethren who are preaching in 
India. I understand the cause of it, 
:md I wish to tell you, that you may 
understand it when you go there, or 
whether you go or not. 

Take an artificial globe, and point 
out the spot where the Lord com- 
menced to build up His kingdom in 
the times before the flood : follow the 
history of that people down to the days 
after the flood ; and find on the globe 
where their children settled, and 
where the confusion of languages took 
place ; then trace the children of 
Israel from Egypt, follow their tracks 
along the sea, and in their wanderings 
through the lied Sea to the land of 
Canaan ; then take the site of Jerusa- 
lem where the Saviour was martyred ; 
then follow the paths of the ancient 
Apostles of Christ, and see where they 
preached the Gospel ; and when you 
have followed their tracks throughout 
the extent of their labors, and come 
to those who did not reject the Gos- 
pel, or had not the privilege of re- 
ceiving it, you have come to the bor- 
ders of the ground where the good 
seed can be received, 

J erusalem is not to be redeemed by 
our going there and preaching to the 
inhabitants. It will be redeemed by 
the high hand of the Almighty, it 
will bo given into the possession of 
the ancient Israelites by the power of 
*iod, and by the pouring out of His 
judgments. The ground where you 
can sow the good seed, and where it 
w ill yield crops that you can gather, is 
outside of that where the ancient 
Apostles and Prophets labored. They 
had the light and power of God with 
them ; and made manifest the hand 


of the Almighty in delivering the 
people and working miracles, and 
saving those that were redeemed ; and 
the people who are the most ready to 
receive the Gospel are those who have 
lived without it from the days of Noah 
to this time. 

If you can find an island upon which a 
portion of the people who were scat- 
tered from the Tower of Babel found 
a resting place, and whose inhabitants 
were never visited by any of the 
ancient Apostles and Prophets, and 
where Jesus Christ did not visit, and 
who have not received any knowledge 
of the Father, nor the Son, from the 
days of the confusion, there is the 
spot where the Elders will reap the 
fruits of their labor more than any- 
where else. 

j Previous to our receiving the Priest- 
hood in these latter times, when we 
were members of the different secta- 
rian churches, we used to read much 
about the Waldenses whom brother 
Woodard has been speaking about 
to-day, and who inhabit the moun- 
tains and vales of Piedmont, and from 
whom the Baptists say they received 
their authority or priesthood. But 
their priesthood is no better than the 
Catholic priesthood* Do you think 
they as a people will receive the Gos- 
pel? No. A few of them will. You 
recollect that brother Woodard said 
they were a mixed race, and are the 
descendants of those who heard, and 
most of whom rejected the Gospel. 
He said that but very few of them 
could read and write : and that the 
j priest was ready to chastise those who 
could read, if they were known to use 
their knowledge. Now, they are only 
like the brute ; they are not to blame 
for their superstition; and they are 
| not the people to readily receive the 
Gospel. I may say they have put 
their cast-iron creed into the centre 
of an iron casting ; the creed, notions, 
and superstitions of their fathers, 
I their priests, kings, judges, and men 
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in authority have been cast into one 
mould, and there they are stereotyped 
in cast iron. You may break their 
iron bands, and set them at liberty , 
and but few of them will receive the 
Gospel* 

Why is this? Because their fa- 
thers heard the Gospel, and most of 
them rejected it ; and the curse of the 
Almighty is upon them, and upon 
their posterity until they have wrought 
out their salvation by suffering ; for 
the last shall be first, and the first 
shall be last. A nation which has had 
the privilege of receiving the everlast- 
ing covenant, and has rejected it, will 
he saved in the kingdom of God, but 
it will be among the very last which 
will receive the Gospel. Perhaps you 
will marvel at this. It is no marvel 
to me, because I perceive natural 
principles and sound reason for all 
these providences of the Almighty. 
All His providences to His people 
upon the face of the whole earth, are 
perfectly philosophical. Then recol- 
lect, there is a chance for all who are 
honest in heart. What shall we do 
with those who are dishonest ? Let 
them remain with the good until the 
time comes to cast them away, and 
gather out the good. 

We might say much on this point, 
showing you why things are as they i 
are concerning the inhabitants of the ] 
earth receiving or rejecting the Gos- 
pel. Do you suppose they believe in 
Jesus Christ at Jerusalem ? Can you 
make a Christian of a Jew ? I tell 
you, nay. If a Jew comes into this 
Church, and honestly professes to be 
a Saint, a follower of Christ, and if 
the blood of Judah is in his veins, he 
will apostatize. He may have been 
born and bred a Jew, have the face of 
a Jew, speak the language of the Jews, 
and have attended to all the ceremo- 
nies of the Jewish religion, and have 
openly professed to be a Jew all his 
days ; but I will tell you a secret — 
there is not a particle of the blood i 
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of Judaism in him, if he has become 
a true Christian, a Saint of God ; for 
if there is, he will most assuredly 
leave tha Church of Christ, or that 
blood will be purged out of his veins. 
We have men among us who were 
Jews, and became converted from 
Judaism. For instance, here is bro- 
ther Neibaur ; do I believe there is 
one particle of the blood of Judah in 
his veins ? No, not so much as could 
be seen on the point of the finest 
cambric needle, through a microscope 
with a magnifying power of two mil* 
lions. This is a secret that you will 
perhaps find out, in a coming day, to 
your satisfaction. The Lord kntw 
how to preach to the Jews, and told 
them what the truth was. You may 
as well undertake to command tha 
most degraded of these Indian tribes, 
and give them arms and accoutre- 
ments, and try to put them through 
the regular military exercise, as to 
preach to the Jews to make them be 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jerusalem is not to be redeemed* 
by the soft still voice of the preachei 
of the Gospel of peace. Why ? Be- 
cause they were once the blessed of 
the Lord, the chosen of the Lord, the 
promised seed. They were the peo- 
ple from among whom should spring 
the Messiah ; and salvation could ho 
found only through that tribe. Tin* 
Messiah came through them, and they 
killed him ; and they will be the la c t 
of all the seed of Abraham to have 
the privilege of receiving the New 
and Everlasting Covenant You nav 
hand out to them gold, you may feel 
and clothe them, but it is impossible 
to convert the Jews, until the Lord 
God Almighty does it | 

We have this illustrated in the ac- 
count of Cain and Abel. Cain con- 
versed with his God every day, and 
knew all about the plan of creating 
this earth, for his lather told him. 
But, for the want of humility, and 
through jealousy, and an anxiety to 


SPIRITUAL 


GIFTS, ETC 


v.ussess the kingdom, and to have the 
whole of it under his own control, and 
not allow any body else the right to 
say one word, what did he do ? He 
killed his brother. The Lord put a 
mark on him; and there are some of 
his children in this room. "When all 
the other children of Adam have had 
the privilege of receiving the Priest- 
hood, and of coming into the king- 
dom of God, and of being redeemed 
from the four quarters of the earth, 
and have received their resurrection 
from the dead, then it will be time 
enough to remove the curse from 
4 am and his posterity. He deprived 
his brother of the privilege of pur- 
suing his journey through life, and of 
extending his kingdom by multiplying 
upon the earth ; and because he did 
this, he is the last to &hare the joys 
oi the kingdom of God. 

Here are the Lamanitcs, another 
example. Their wickedness was not 
so great as those who slew the Son of 
God, Jesus revealed himself to them 
alter he was bluin, preached to them 
the Gospel But in the fourth gene- 
ration the Priesthood was driven from 
their midst, and after that, the laws, 
ordinances, and power of the Gospel 
ceased to be with them. Is their 
curse as great as that of those in Pa- 
lestine? No, it is light, in compari- 
son. They began to thirst for each 
o tliers blood, and massacred each 
other, from generation to generation, 
until they sunk into wickedness, and 
evil principles the most degrading, 
;md have become loathsome and vile. 
Still, the curse will be removed from 
them before it will be removed from 
the children of Judah ; and thev will 
become "a white and delightsome 
people," 

Brother Baliantyue, and many of 
our brethren in distant lands write, 
** O, how we would rejoice to have the 
privilege of visiting our mountain 
home t I would rather undertake to 
convert five thousand Lamanites, than 


to convert one of those poor miserable 
creatures whose fathers killed the Sa- 
vior, and who say, "Amen to the 
deed," to this day. Yea, I would ra- 
ther undertake to convert the devil 
himself, if it were possible. 

Then I say to the Elders in thosi 
regions, be not astonished if you have 
to see hard times. And if I had a voice 
that would reach the ears of all those 
Elders, I would say, leave them", 

AND COME HOME, THE LORD DOES NOT 
REQUIRE YOU TO STAY THERE, FOR THEY 
MUST SUFFER AND BE DAMNED, 

Now, sisters, write to your husbands 
who are in regions where the Gospel 
has U « ii j reached anciently, to eomti 
home ; and I say to all the Elders 
who are in hinds where the Gospel 
has been preached previous to our 
day, come away from that people, 
and leave them to live and die in 
their sins and ignorance. For tho 
sins of their fathers are a sweet mor- 
sel to them, and they take pleasure in 
their wickedness : therefore, let them 
alone, and conic h> t mc t and preach to 
the Lamanites. 

There are many in this city who 
can bear witness to an incident I w ill 
now relate. Last spring, when we 
visited Walker, the Indian chief, ho 
was dull and sulky, and lay in hia 
tent, and would not come out to meet 
me* I went into his tent, and the 
first tiling he said was, 11 Brother 
Brigham, lay your hands upon me, for 
my spirit has gone away from me, and 
I want it to come back again/ 1 He 
was full of anger, for his people had 
been fighting, and he did not know 
whether to turn on to the side of 
peace or of war. 

We laid hands upon him, and he 
felt better, At bis request, we sung 
some " Mormon " hymns, and, as wo 
left his tent, he was full of the good 
Spirit, and would not injure this peo- 
ple, no, uot one particle. He was full 
of kindness, and love to God. and to 
all His works. He tat veiled with us 
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to Iron County, and had dreams which 
amounted to revelations. If I could 
keep him with me all the time, do you 
suppose he wouLl have an evil spirit ? 
No T he would be filled with the Spirit 
of the Lord. 

Last Sabbath * c had an excellent 
discourse from brother Aaron Farr ; 
his spirit is good, and so is brother 
Washington L, Jolly s. Brother Farr 
closed his remarks by saying, " that 
we were building fine houses, and neg- 
lecting the Temple of the Lord," and 
brother Jolly referred to the same 
thine in his remarks* If it would not 
hurt their feelings, I would say, it 
is none of vour business if we do not 
build a Temple here for years, I 
know they feel anxious to have a place 
for us to administer the endowments 
in, and so do I. 

Among those we administered the 
endowments to in Nauvoo, do you not 
think we administered to some who 
were devils, or in other words, full of 
the devil ? You wish to see a Temple 
built, and, when it is done, some poor 
miserable beings will come up, and 
ray, " We ware baptized by brother 
So-and-so. Brother Brigham is a 
charming man, and what an excellent 
woman his wife is ! Cannot we have 
our endowments this winter, brother 
Brigham T And they will plead with 
brother Kimball, and sympathise for 
this or that man, saying, t£ Do let him 
liave his endowment, for he is so gene- 
rous and loving ; he gave a sister a 
pair of stockings and shoes ; cannot 
he have his endowment T Well, he 
gets his endowment, and what for? 
To go to California, and reveal every- 
thing he can, and stir up wickedness, 
and prepare liimself for hell. 

I would rather see this people 
cleansed, and give the righteous their 
endowments after they have waited 
awhile. Let the poor, and those who 
are humble before the Lord, have the 
iirst chance. I shall not build a Tem- 
ple, nor commence to put one piece of 


hewn stone upon the foundation, or 
plane a board or stick of timber for 
that building, until the Temple lot is 
fenced. If this people will pay one- 
fifth of the tithing that is due, we can 
build all that we wish. 

I will venture to say that brothers 
Farr and Jolly never counselled their 
brethren, where they have been la- 
boring, to come up here and pay their 
tithing ; and yet they look to me and 
my brethren to do it all, to send 
the Gospel to the nations, to build 
temples, and watch night and daj 
over the interests of this kingdom, 
and they have not even mouthed 
tithing ; or, if they hare, they have 
merely touched upon it, and when 
they get here, they whisper in my ear, 
"Brother Brigham, handle them care- 
fully on tithing, for they know but 
little about it* J 
I wish you to understand me, 
Wait until this people have paid their 
tithing, before there is any demand 
made on the Lord, or on His servants, 
for a Temple. If this people rise up 
and make demands on me for any- 
thing that has not been done, or com- 
plain about anything that they have 
done, I am ready to post up the books, 
and strike a balance sheet, and show 
whether it is you or your President 
that is the defaulter. I 
If all the brethren understood, and 
would pursue a proper policy, the| 
would do better than they now do 
My policy is to get rich; I am a misei 
in eternal things. Do I want to b 
come rich in the things of this earth ? 
Yes, if the Lord wishes me to have 
such riches, and I can use them to 
good advantage. My policy is to keep 
every man, woman, and child busflj 
employed, that they may have no idle 
time for hatching mischief in the Bight 
and for making plans to accomplish 
their own ruin. 

We see men in our streets employ 
ed only in plotting the ruin of this 
people. But men who are engaged in 
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the kanyons, in stores, or in any active 
labor in the day time, when night 
comes they are glad to rest. Night is 
the time the idle and the indolent 
watch for their prey; My policy is 
to keep everybody busy in building 
up this kingdom ; in building houses; 
in breaking up land ; in setting out 
fruit and ornamental trees ; in laying 
out fine gardens, pleasant walks, and 
beautiful groves ; and in building 


academies, and other places of learn- 
ing. 

There are hundreds of young men 
here who can go to school, which is 
far better than to waste their time. 
Study languages, get knowledge and 
understanding ; and while doing this, 
get wisdom from God, and forget it 
not, and learn how to apply it, that 
you may do good with it ail the days of 
your lives. May God bless you. Ahkx. 


FULFILMENT OF FROFHECY — "WARS AND COMMOTIONS. 


A Discourse by President Jedediah M, Gratify in the Tabernacle^ Great Salt Lake City, 

April 2, 1854. 


We are assembled this afternoon to 
partake of bread, and drink in remem- 
brance of the death and suffering of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

I am satisfied that the Spirit of the 
Lord attends us whenever we meet in 
the way He has commanded ; and when- 
ever we have a meek and quiet spirit, we 
are prepared to receive that additional 
influence of the Holy Spirit, necessary 
to lead us into all truth, through the 
ordinances of the house of the Lord- 
While we sit and contemplate upon 
the fulfilment of prophecy, delivered 
by the Prophet of the Lord in this 
dispensation, and by many more of His 
servants ; while we contemplate upon 
the fulfilment of the revelations in 
the Book of Mormon, and in the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and 
think of the events that we have been 
for twenty odd years expecting and 
preaching about, now rolling in on the 
right and on the left ; it is calculated 
to make some of our very anxious peo- 
ple feel more satisfied* 
No. 10.] 


The time has been, that even many 
of our Elders, when the sun was re- 
tiring in the west, looked for some 
sign in the heavens — for some flaming 
sword unsheathed, or some visible dis- 
play of the power of the Al mighty, by 
which they might know of the near 
approach of the Son of God. Others 
have feared greatly they would not 
live to see the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecies of brother Joseph, brother 
Brigbam, and others ; they have felt 
very anxious indeed about it. But I 
am convinced, that that class of Saints 
which have been so struck with anxiety 
and fearfulness, may now dismiss 
their fears, and dispense with all their 
anxiety, in relation to the predicted 
events that are coming upon the earth, 
for they are rolling in with such 
rapidity — they are rushing upon tho 
astonished world with such velocity, as 
to exceed even our most sanguine ex- 
pectations. 

The things that are transpiring 
upon the earth are certainly as great 
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and as momentous as any of the reve- 
lations hold forth, or as any of the 
predictions of the Prophet Joseph have 
foretold. I 

Notwithstanding this display of the 
power of God in fulfilling His word, 
we need not expect the eyes of the in- 
habitants of the earth to be opened to 
understand the meaning of the as- 
tounding events that are transpiring 
around them, for one of the marked 
signs of the last days is, the blindness 
of the people ; we are told they should 
have eyes and see not, and ears but 
hear not, and hearts but understand 
not. If in the days of Jesus this was 
true of the Jews and surrounding na- 
tions, it is doubly so now in relation 
to the nations with which we are ac- 
quainted. 

Though the fulfilment of the words 
of the Prophets is clear and visible to 
us as the noonday sun in its splendor, 
yet the people of the world are blinded 
thereto ; they do not comprehend nor 
discern the hand of the Lord. The 
Saints who live in the Spirit, walk by 
the Spirit, and are governed by the 
counsels of the Almighty, can see the 
working of the Lord, not only in our 
midst — not only in Utah Territory, in 
the midst of the people of God who 
assemble in this Tabernacle — it is not 
only in this latter day capacity we 
Yiew the work of God, but we let our 
minds stretch abroad to creation s ut- 
most extent, and we can see the hand 
of the Lord in all the events of earth . 
We see it in the revolutions of our own 
continent ; we see it in the scattering 
and scourging of the house of Israel ; in 
the fading away of nations, on the 
right and on the left ; in the present 
commotion in our own nation ; in the 
broils and contentions between the 
South and the North ; in short, we see 
it in all the events connected with our 
own and other nations living on the 
continent of North and South America. 
And when the mind's eye stretches 
abroad across the mighty deep, through- 
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out Europe, we see the hand of the 
Lord visibly at work there, not only 
in the spread of the Gospel, in the 
prosperity of the people of God, and 
in the proclamation of the eternal 
principles of truth through the agency 
of the Elders of Israel, but in the war- 
cloud gathering black around, dyeing 
the ocean with human gore, and 
drenching the solid earth with blood. 

We see it in the preparations of 
war, and the framing of treaties of 
peace among strong nations. The 
world is in commotion, and the hearts 
of men fail them for fear of the 
impending storm that threatens to 
enshroud all nations in its black 
mantle. Treaties of peace may be 
made, and war will stop for a season, 
but there are certain decrees of the 
Gods, and certain bounds fixed, and 
laws and edicts passed the high courts 
of heaven, beyond which the nations 
cannot pass ; and when the Almighty 
decrees the wicked shall slav the 
wicked, strong nations may interfere, 
peace conventions may become rife in 
the world and exert their influence to 
sheath the sword of war, and make 
treaties of peace to calm the troubled 
surface of all Europe, to no effect ; 
the war cloud is still booming o'er the 
heavens, darkening the earth, and 
threatening the world with desola- 
tion. 

This is a fact the Saints have 
known for many years — that the Gods 
in yonder heavens have something to 
do with these revolutions ; the angels, 
those holy beings who are sent from 
the heavens to the earth to minister 
in the destiny of nations, have some- 
thing to do in these mighty revolutions 
and convulsions that shake creation 
almost to its centre. 

Consequently, when we see nation 
stirred up against nation, and on the 
other hand see other nations exerting 
a powerful influence to bring about 
negociations of peace, shall we say 
they can bring it about ? Do w ? e ex- 
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pect they can stay the onward course 
of war? The Prophet of God has 
spoken it all, and we expect to see 
the work go on — and see all things 
fai til led as the Prophets have declared 
by the spirit of prophecy in them. 

The fact of the Prophet declaring 
an event before it comes to pass does 
not necessarily make that event. If 
he should foresee war, and predict it, 
the bare prediction, independent of the 
event that is known in the heavens, 
and which the world must read in the 
great chapter of events, does not set 
Europe to boiling like a pot. The 
Prophet simply tells a fact that is to 
exist — simply tells an event that is to 
transpire in the great chain of the 
providence of the Almighty relating to 
this earth, in the winding up sceneries 
thereof* 

Why is it that the Latter-day Saints 
are perfectly calm and serene among 
all the convulsions of the earth — the 
turmoils, strife, war, pestilence, fa- 
mine, and distress of nations? It is 
because the spirit of prophecy has 
made known to us that such things 
would actually transpire upon the 
earth. We understand it, and view 
it in its true light. We have learned 
it by the visions of the Almighty — 
by that spirit of intelligence that 
searches out all things, even the deep 
things of God- 
Can the wise men of Europe tell 
the result of the present war between 
Russia and Turkey with the allied 
powers? No, they cannot. If the 
present war should be suspended for 
a time, can they tell you when the 
next will break out, and what will be 
vie result of it? No, they cannot. 
I !ut if you will listen to the revela- 
tions of God through the spirit of 
prophecy, and to the servants of God, 
you may learn it all with certainty. 

Three days before the Prophet 
Joseph started for Carthage, I well 
remember his telling us we should 
see the fulfilment of the words of 


Jesus upon the earth, ^vhere he says 
the father shall be against the son, and 
the son against the father ; the mo- 
ther against the daughter, and the 
daughter against the mother; the 
mother-in-law against the daughter-in- 
law, and the daughter-in-law against 
the mother-in-law ; and when a man's 
enemies shall be those of his own 
ho\isehold. 

The Prophet stood in his own house 
when he told several of us of the night 
the visions of heaven were opened to 
him, in which he saw the American 
continent drenched in blood, and he 
saw nation rising up against nation. 
He also saw the father shed the blood 
of the son, and the son the blood of 
the father ; the mother put to death 
the daughter, and the daughter the 
mother ; and natural affection forsook 
the hearts of the wicked ; for he saw 
that the Spirit of God should be with* 
drawn from the inhabitants of the 
earth, in consequence of which there 
should be blood upon the face of the 
whole earth, except among the people 
of the Most High. The Prophet gazed 
upon the scene his vision presented* 
until his heart sickened, and he be- 
sought the Lord to close it up again. 

When we hear of war in foreign 
lands — when we hear of the revolu- 
tions among nations afar off, we neces- 
sarily infer that distresses incident to 
war and the hottest of the battle will 
not come nigh unto us. It is natural 
for man to make favorable conclusions 
as to his own safety, when danger 
threatens, but the Prophet saw in the 
vision, that war and distress of nations 
will not only occur in Europe, in 
Asia, and in the islands of the sea, 
but he saw it upon the American Con- 
tinent — in the region of country 
where he first introduced the doctrine 
of the Son of God ; so we may look 
for calamity in our own borders, in 
our own nation, as well as in the na- 
tions of foreign climes. 

Some think, because of the peculiar 
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situation of the country of the United 
States — the government being so well 
organized, little or no difficulty will 
ever come upon this continent, not- 1 
withstanding the European wars. 
Allow me to tell you in relation to 
that — when the Spirit of the Lord is 
powerfully manifested in any of the 
Elders of Israel, the first thing that 
is presented to his mind is the shed- 
ding of the blood of the Prophet, and 
those who did the deed. 

It is no matter how much they 
deal in compromised measures, or how 
often they try to adjust difficulties that 
thicken around them — it is a stern 
fact that the people of the United 
States have shed the blood of the 
Prophets, driven out the Saints of 
God, rejected the Priesthood, and set 
at naught the holy Gospel ; and the 
result of rejecting the Gospel has been, 
in every age, a visitation from the 
chastening hand of the Almighty — 
which chastisement will be adminis- 
tered in proportion to the magnitude 
and enormity of their crimes. 

Consequently I look for the Lord 
to use His whip on the refractory son 
called 11 Uncle Sam I expect to see 
him chastised among the first of the 
nations. I think Uncle Sam is one 
of the Lord s boys that He will take 
the rod to first, and make him dance 
nimbly to his own tune of " Oh ! 
Oh! !" for his transgressions, for his 
high-mindedness and loftiness, for his 
evil, for rejecting the Gospel, and 
causing the earth to drink the blood 
of the Saints — for this, I say, I ex- 
pect he will he well switched among 
the first of the sons. 

I expect John Bull will get the 
next whipping ; and I have no idea 
of the Lord whipping Russia and 
letting those refractory sons escape 
who are better taught — who have had 
a kind Father teaching them and in- 
structing them by the voice of His 
Elders; sending Prophets to them, 
to warn them late and early ; invitipg 
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them by the voice of His Son, by th 
voice of angels, and by the still small 
voice of His Spirit, crying unto them 
to repent of their sins and to turn 
unto Him ; I say, I do not expect 
He will pass by these refractory sons 
who have turned a deaf ear to all His 
instructions, maltreating His messen- 
gers, and whip those boys who have 
not been so well instructed* 

I rejoice in the Lord my God, and 
feel happy in my spirit that the work 
of God is prospering, not only by the 
preaching of the Gospel, but by the 
progress of revolutions among the na- 
tions of the earth, and by the deeper 
corruption of the press and the people. 
I do not rejoice that the people and 
the press are waxing more and more 
corrupt, and that the war cloud dark- 
ens more and more, threatening na- 
tions with deeper distress ; but I re- 
joice that the words of the Prophet 
are being fulfilled. 

I do not desire thousands to lose 
! their lives by war, and the attendant 
distresses ; the spirit in me is differ- 
ent to this ; but I rejoice that the reign 
of Satan is short upon the earth, and 
that the work of the Father has com- 
menced on the face of all the earth — 
in the north, in the south, in the 
east, and in the west ; and it is seen 
in our midst by the progress of the 
I work of apostacy; for there is half wise 
and half foolish, as represented by the 
parable of the Saviour. 

How many of the brethren that are 
brought here by the Perpetual Emi- 
grating Fund from England and other 
! countries will keep the faith, and stay 
with the people of God, and do right? 
I am afraid not more than half- All 
these things betoken the establish- 
ment of the work of God, and the 
growth of our religion, which gives 
me great joy. 

When the people apostatize there 
is a contrast between the good and the 
bad, the just and the unjust. I re- 
joice when I see the righteousness of 
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the Saints in contrast with the cor- 
ruptions of the world. 

In the midst of this people there is 
faithfulness, virtue, and integrity, and 
they are the most righteous and the 
"best people upon the face of the whole 
earth ; but when the world look upon 
ns, and upon our morals, they look 
through dark spectacles and goggles, 
which blind them ; they cannot see, 
and they therefore think we are 
the blackest people in crime, and the 
deepest sunk in degradation* When 
I see that the world have eyes, but 
cannot see, ears, but cannot hear, 
hearts, but cannot understand, it 
speaks volumes on the end being near, 
when the Son of God will come in the 
clouds of heaven to take vengeance 
on the ungodly, and reign in the midst 
of His people, and bring to a termi- 
nation the reign of Satan. 

I rejoice exceedingly that the work 
of God is progressing so rapidly under 
the sun upon the face of all the world. 
For war and bloodshed are just as 
necessary, and just as much the work 
of God, as repentance and baptism 
for the remission of sins ; and it must 
progress, for the only means to bring 
about His purposes, consummate His 
decrees, and establish eternal righte- 
ousness, is by cutting off the wicked 
from the earth, after He has sought 
to save them by the plan of salvation. 
Seeing they would not listen — they 
would not obey — they would not be 
instructed — then as a kind father who 
cares for the welfare of his children, 
He takes the chastening rod, He un- 
sheathes His sword in heaven, and 
cuts off the disobedient portion of His 
children. I rejoice to see this work 
progressing. 

To give you my ideas more clearly 
upon this matter, suppose the people 
of God are called out to war — would 


they wish to cultivate the same spirit 
that the wicked cultivate ? No, they 
would not. Would they go out to 
war to satisfy a guiltv thirst for blood ? 
No. But they would exercise faith 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and execute the judgments of God 
upon the wicked by His command. 

I know that some cannot see the 
difference between a man of God tak- 
ing a sword as did Samuel, and hew- 
ing down Agag, and the wicked 
slaying each other; but they look 
upon that the same as they do upon 
one Gentile hewing down another. 
When the man of God raises the 
sword, he would at the same time ask 
God to nerve his arm with strength, 
and fill him with the Holy Ghost. 
Thus strengthened, one man would 
slay a thousand, and overcome a troop, 
in executing the judgments of God, 
like the angels that were sent into the 
cu^p of the Assyrians in days of old. 
Do you think those angels were blood- 
thirsty ? No. They were messengers 
of the Most High, to execute His judg- 
ments, and bring to pass His purposes. 

Some think we rejoice to see the 
wicked in their distress, and to behold 
the calamity that is coming upon the 
earth. That is not the true cause of % 
our rejoicing ; but we rejoice to see the 
predictions of the Prophets coming to 
pass, the reign of wickedness closing, 
which is the cause of all the ills to 
which mortality is heir, the cause of 
God move on in its majesty, and the 
great work fast approaching the wind- 
ing up scene of the dispensations per- 
taining to earth. 

Let us hear, see, understand, obey, 
and serve God faithfully, that we may 
make our way, through changing ele- 
ments and the crash of worlds, into 
the presence of our Father who is in 
heaven, for Jesus 1 sake. Amen. 
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OBEDIENCE— THE SP1BIT WOULD— THE POTTER AND THE CLAY. 

A Discourse by President Heber <7. Kimball, Ihtivered in the Tabernacle, Great 

Salt Lake City, April 2, 1854. 


I have been much interested and j 
edified with the remarks of brother 
Grant : they are good* I wish this 
whole people could see the propriety 
of these things as they ought. To me 
it would be one of the best and most 
joyful things in the world, if men and 
women who call themselves " Mor- 
mons," or Latter-day Saints, would live 
up to their profession, and learn to 
speak the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, 
and do his will on the earth, as it is 
done in heaven, I 

I ask you, brethren and sisters, if you 
expect to go into heaven, if you do not 
do his will on earth as it is dooe in hea- \ 
Ten ? Can those persons who pursue 
a course of carelessness, neglect of 
duty, and disobedience, when they 
depart from this life, expect that their 
spirits will associate with the spirits of 
the righteous in the spirit world? 
I do not expect it, and when you de- 
part from this state of existence, you 
will find it out for yourselves. 

Brother Grant was speaking about 
the work of God, in the laying waste 
of nations by sea and by laud, I be- 
lieve it is all the work of God, and it 
is all right- Will He sweep them 
from the earth in order to destroy 
their power and influence ? He will. 
And when kings, and princes, and cap 
tains, and great men, according to the 
greatness of the world, go into the 
world of spirits, they will not have as 
much power as they had here upon 
the earth, "We can hear of their 
spirits trying to peep, and mutter, and 
mock, and rap, and cause tables to 
dance, and chairs to move from one I 


I place to another, but that is all the 
! power they have. 

While I am in the flesh, I can take 
a chair, or a club, and make you feel 
my power to a still greater extent ; I 
could bruise your flesh, and break 
your bones, but they cannot do any- 
thing but peep, and make tables and 
chairs dance, and rap, and give uncer- 
tain sounds. That is wisdom great 
enough for the world; it does well 
enough for them ; it is all the revela- 
tion they deserve ; and a few of this 
people go to those spirits. That man 
or woman who will not learn the prin- 
ciple of subjection, and become like 
clay in the hands of the potter, will bo 
led astray by these spirits ; and if not 
by these spirits, something will come 
by and by with more power. 

The Saints are receiving their en- 
dowment, and preparing for that which 
is in the future ; to dwell in the hea- 
vens, and sit upon thrones, and reign 
over kingdoms and dominions, princi- 
palities and powers ; and as this work 
progresses, the works of Satan will in- 
crease, and he will continue to pre- 
sent one thing after another, following 
up the work of God, and increasing 
means of deception, to lead astray 
such men and women, and take them 
captive. As the work of God in- 
creases in power and extent upon the 
earth, so will the works of Satan 
increase. I expect that tribulation 
will be upon the wicked, and continue 
from this time until they are swept off 
from the earth. I just as much ex- 
pect these things as I do to see the 
I sun rise and set to-morrow. 
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I would like to see all this people 
do right, and keep the commandments 
of < tod. I would like to see them ful- 
fil their covenants, and live np to 
their vows and promises, and fulfil 
their obligations, for they have obliga- 
ted themselves before God, and before 
angels, and before earthly witn esses , 
that they would do this. 

What you have agreed to do, God will 
require you to perform, if it should be 
ten thousand years after this time. 
And when the servants of God speak 
to you, and require you to do a thing, 
the Lord God will fulfil His words, 
and make you fulfil His words he gave 
to you through His servants. Inas- 
much as you have come into this 
Church, and made a covenant to for- 
sake the world, and cleave unto the 
Lord, and keep His commandments, 
the Lord will compel you to do it, if it 
should be in ten thousand vears from 
this time. These are my views, and 
I know it will be so. 

Comparing us to clay that is in the 
hands of the potter, if that clay is 
passive, I have power as a potter to 
mould it and make it into a vessel 
unto honor. Who is to mould these 
vessels ? Is it God Himself in person, 
or is it His servants, His potters, or 
journeymen, in company with those 
He has placed to oversee the work ? 
The great Master Potter dictates 
His servants, and it is for them to 
earn* out I lis purposes, and make 
vessels according to His designs : and 
when they have done the work, they 
deliver it up to the Master for His 
acceptance ; and if their works are 
not good, He does not accept them ; 
the only works He accepts, are those 
that are prepared according to the de- 
sign He gave. God will not be trilled 
with; neither will His servants ; their 
words have got to be fulfilled, and 
thev are the men that are to mould 
you, and tell you what shape to move 
in. 

I do not know that I can compare it bet- 


ter than by the potters business, It 
forms a good comparison. Tins is the 
course you must pursue, and I know of 
no other way that God has prepared for 
you to become sanctified, and mould* 
ed, and fashioned, until you become 
modelled to the likeness of the Son of 
God, by those who are placed to lead 
you. This is a lesson you have to 
learn as well as myself. 

W hen I know that I am doincj just 
as I am tnhi by him who is placed to 
lead this people, I am then a happy 
man, I am filled with peace, and can 
go about my bushic-s with joy and 
pleasure ; I can lie down and rise 
again iu peace, and be filled with glad- 
ness by night and by day* Lut when 
I have not done the things that are 
right, my conscience gnaws upon my 
feelings. This is the course for me 
to take. If it is the course for me to 
take, it is the course for every other 
Elder in Israel to take — it does not 
matter who he is, or where he came 
from ; whether he bean American, an 
Knglishman, Irishman, Frenchman 
or German, Jew or Gentile; to this 
you have got to bow, and yen b:ive 
gut to bow down like the clay in the 
hands of the potter, that suffers the 
potter to mould it according to his own 
pleasure. You have all got to come 
to this ; and if you do not come to it 
at this time, as sure as the suu ever 
rose and set, you will be cut from the 
wheel, and thrown back into the mill. 

Vou have come from the mill, and 
you have been there grinding. For 
what purpose? To bring you \\vo a 
passive condition. You have I ten 
gathered from the nations of the earth, 
from among the kindreds, tongues, and 
peoples of the world, to the Valley of 
the Great Salt Lake, to purify and 
sanctify yourselves, and become like 
the passive clay in the hands of the 
potter. Now suppose I subject my- 
self enough, in the hands of the pot- 
ter, to be shaped according as he was 
dictated by the Great Master potter, 
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that rules over all things in heaven 
and on earth, he would make nie into 
a vessel of honor. J 
There are many vessels that are de- 
stroyed after they have been moulded 
aud shaped. Why? Because they 
are not contented with the shape the 
potter has given them, but straightway 
put themselves into a shape to please 
themselves ; therefore they are beyond 
understanding what God designs, and 
they destroy themselves by the power 
of their own agency, for this is given 
to every man and woman, to do just 
as they please. That is all right, and 
all just, Well, then, you have to go 
through a great many modellings and 
shapes, then you have to be glazed 
and burned ; aud even in the burning, 
some vessels crack. What makes 
them crack ? Because they are snap- 
pish ; they would not crack, if they 
were not snappish and wilful. 

If you go to the potteries in Staf- 
fordshire, England, where the finest 
china ware is manufactured, you will 
see them take the coarsest materials 
about the pottery, and make a thing 
in the shape of a half bushel; then 
put the finest ware in these to secure 
it from danger in the burning oper- 
ation. All the fine ware made in 
Europe and in China, is burnt in this 
kind of vessels. After they are done 
with, they are cast away — they are 
vessels of* wrath fitted for destruction. 
So God takes the wicked, and makes 
them protect the righteous, in the 
process of sanctifying, aud burning, 
and purifying, and preparing them, and 
making them fit for the Masters use. 

These saggars, as they are called, 
are compounded of refuse articles that 
have been cast out ; so even they arc 
good for something. The wicked are 
of use, for they are a rod in the hands 
of the Almighty to scourge the right- 
eous, and prepare them for their Mas- 
ter's use, that they may enter into the 
celestial world, and be crowned with 
glory in His presence. 


DISCOURSES. 

Brethren who hold the Priesthood, 
how do you like to rebel against those 
who are placed over you in the Priest- 
hood, to rule and guide you in the 
proper way ? You Bishops, or Presi- 
ding Elder, Teacher, Deacon, Apostle, 
or Prophet, how do you appear when 
you rebel against your head? You 
look like the woman who rebels against 
her husband or Lord. It also makes 
the children as bad as the parents ; 
for if the parents are rebellious 
against their superiors, the children* 
will be rebellious against their parents. 
Because the parents do not pursue a 
proper course, God makes their chil- 
dren a scourge to them. 

Parents, if you do not listen to 
counsel, and walk in the path the 
Priesthood marks out, the Lord will 
prepare a scourge for you, if it is in 
your own family, to chasten you, and 
bring you to a knowledge of the truth, 
that you may be humble and penitent, 
and keep the commandments of God. 

There is not much of this in tfie 
city of the Great Salt Lake, but look 
among the settlements north, south, 
cast, and west, and see the rebellion 
against the authorities of which Presi- 
dent Y r oung aud his associates have 
sent to preside over them ; there is 
scarcely an instance where a whole 
settlement will listen to the counsel 
of their President. 

Do you expect to have peace aud 
plenty, to continue to thrive, and in- 
crease in property, in life, in herds, 
in flocks, and in the comforts of this 
life, while you are disobedient to those 
placed over you ? You may for a sea- 
son, but there is a rod preparing for 
the rebellious, and the righteous will 
have to suffer with the guilty. I 
know that by experience. 

I will tell you another thing that I 
know. While the righteous are 
taking the rod along with the wicked, 
and it comes upon them severely, (I 
have passed through it many times,) 
they have joy, and peace, and eonso- 
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lation, and the Spirit of the Lord God 
rests mightily upon them, and is 
round about them, and they say, in the 
midst of it all, 4t We are determined, by 
the help of God, to keep II is com- 
mandments, and by His help to do 
the will of our President." For if 
there is no man on God's footstool 
that will stand by him, and assist 
liiin, I am determined to do all that 
lies in my power to sustain him while 
I am upon the earth. 

My prayer is, Lord help me to 
do thy will, and walk in the footsteps 
of my leader, light up my path, and 
help jne to walk so that my feet may 
never slip, and to keep my tonguo 
from speaking guile ; that I may never 
be left to betray my brethren, who 
hold the Priesthood of the Son of 
God ; but that I may always honor 
that Priesthood, magnify it, reverence 
it, and love it more than I do my life, 
or my wives and my children. If I 
do that, I know the Priesthood will 
honor me, and exalt me, and bring me 
back into the presence of God, and 
also those who listen to my counsel 
as I listen to the counsel of him 
wh .se right it is to dictate me. If 
brother Brigham should get a revela- 
tion containing the will of God con- 
cerning His servant Heber, it would 
be, 44 Let my servant Heber do all 
things whatsoever my servant Brig- 
ham shall require at his hands, lor 
that is the will of his Father in hea- 
ven." If that is the will of God con- 
cerning me, what is the will of God 
concerning vou ? It is the same. 

Brethren of the Priesthood, let us 
rise up in the name of Israel's God, 
find dispense with everything that is 
not of God, and let us become one, 
even as the Father and the Son are 
one- If we take that course we shall 
triumph over hell, the grave, and over 
everything else that shall oppose our 
onward progress in earth, or in hell ; 
there is nothing we need fear, I fear 
nothing only to grieve my Father who 
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is in heaven, and my brethren who 
are upon the earth. 

Now suppose my wives and my 
j children would take the same course 
to please me, and be subject to me, 
as I am to brother Brigham, would 
there be any sorrow, or confusion, or 
broils? No, there would be no sor- 
row, there would be no blues in my 
family, I am never blue when I do 
brother Brigham s will ; but when I 
do not do it, I begin to grow blue ; 
and when brother Brigham docs not 
do the will of God t he begins to feel 
blue. It always makes my family feel 
blue when they will not do as I wish 
them ; and I suppose it affects almost 
every family so in this town. 

Do you suppose I am afraid of the 
world ? No, I have nothing to do 
with the world, with the devil, with 
any of his servants, nor with his 
commandments. All I have to do 
with is the Saints. I belong to the 
Kingdom of God, with my family, and 
with everything I possess on earth 
or in heaven, it is the Lords, and I 
am His servant, and I devote all I 
have to Him, and to His cause, it is 
all at the service of this Church and 
people. I have said it to my family, 
and I say it now, when I have finish- 
I ed tny course pertaining to the flesh, 
I am going to deed all my property to 
the Cliurgk; my wives, my children, 
shall not Wke it to quarrel about ; but 
I will deed it all to the Church, and 
the Church shall dictate them from 
this time henceforth and forever, 
i That is just as I feel ; for if I put 
myself in the Church, and everything 
I have, and deed it all over to the 
Church, then I belong to the Church, 
with all I possess. I have not any- 
thing but what the Lord has given to 
me ; He has given me my houses and 
my land. I have built my houses out 
of the elements that He organized 
when He organized the earth. My 
wives, my children, myself, and all I 
own, belong to the Lord God; and 


354 


JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES, 


when I lay down this tabernacle of 
clay, my spirit will return to God who 
gave it. What can I retain of this 
world when I have done with it in 
this mortal state ? I do not know of 
anything*! can take with me* I came 
into the world naked, and I shall go 
from it taking nothing with me. 

I have seen many cases where, at 
the death of the parents, the children 
will quarrel about the property, and 
fight about it ; but my inheritance 
shall not be divided, it must remain 
whole; for except the body remains 
whole, it will die. If you divide the 
body, and separate the members of it, 
it will distress the body, make it im- 
perfect, and it will go to misery, wretch- 
edness, sorrow, and death. Well, 
then, when you die, put your inherit- 
ance into a situation that it will never 
be divided, and there will be no quar- 
relling about it 

It is just so with this Church ; if 
we are united, and the Priesthood is 
united, and the families of this Church, 
with their husbands at their head, are 
united, we stand, and all hell, with 
the devil at their head, have nothing 
to do with us ; they cannot move us. 
But if we are divided we fall. 

What do you say to our being one, 
and clinging together? I speak to 
the brethren ; I do not expect any 
woman will stick to mfAonly my 
wives; if the women of every jL.\n 
stick to him, as the men stick to me, 
then we shall all be stuck together, 
and live together, and reign together, 
and get rich together, and increase 
together, and build up together, and 
be as one man in all things. Would i 
we not be a happy company ? It is 
that alone that will make you truly 
happy ; and to be perfectly limber in , 
the hands of the potter* like clay. 
What makes the clay snap ? Because 
it wants its own way ; and you cannot 


be happy unless you submit to the law 
of God, and to the principles of His 
government. 

When a person is miserable, wretch* 
ed, and unhappy in himself, put him 
in what circumstancei you please, and 
he is wretched still If a person is 
poor, and composes his mind, and 
calmly submits to the providences of 
God, he will feel cheerful and happy 
in all circumstances, if he continues 
to keep the commandments of God. 
But you may fill the house of a dis- 
satisfied person with everything the 
world can produce, and he will be 
miserable with all. All heaven could 
not satisfy discontented persons ; they 
must first be satisfied with themselves, 
and content in the situation in which 
they are placed, and learn to acknow- 
ledge the hand of God in all things. 

There are some ladies who are not 
happy in their present situations ; 
but that woman who cannot be happy 
with one man, cannot 1 ' bitppy with 
two, and a man that is not happy with 
one wife, cannot be with two," even 
though they are good women. You 
know all women are good, or ought 
to be, They were made for angelic 
beings, and I would be glad to see them 
act more angelic in their behaviour. 
You were made more angelic, and a 
little weaker than man. Man is made 
of rougher material, to open the way, 
cut down bushes, and kill the snakes, 
that women may walk along through 
life, and not soil and tear their skirts. 
When you see a woman with ragged 
skirts, you mav know she wears the 
unmentionables, for she is doing the 
mans business, and has not time to 
cut off the rags that are hanging 
around her. From this time hence- 
forth you may know what woman 
wenrs her husband's pants. 

May the Lord bless you. Amen. 
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A Discourse by President Jleber C\ Kimball, Delivered in the Tabertmde, Great Salt 

Lake City, Nov* 20, 1854, 


I feel grateful for tlio privileges 
and blessings we enjoy as a people. 
This seems to be the feeling of every 
one that attempts to speak before this 
congregation. But what are the feel- 
ings of thousands of this people that 
appreciate their blessings and their 
enjoy meats? I know for one that I 
have nt-vtrr seen a day since I entered 
into this Church, but what I felt 
thankful for the situation in which I 
was placed. I have been many times 
poor as to the things of this world, 
but I never saw the time but what I 
felt rich in regard to the principles of 
life and salvation, that God has re- 
vealed to us, 

I presume there are but few in this 
valley, and perhaps not one, that has 
seen closer times than I have, or than 
President Brigham Young has, I 
hear a great many people say, and 
even some of those who labor on the 
Public Works, that they have nothing 
but bread to eat and water to drink ; 
well, I have seen the time, a great 
rnanv times, that I had not bread to 
eat, but there was plenty of water, 
though not half so good as wc have 
here in these valleys, I have thought 
a thousand times how it is possible 
that men can have nothing under the 
heavens to live upon but bread and 
water, when the valleys are full of 
vegetation, and at the same time they 
will have plenty of potatoes, beets, 
carrots, pumpkins, and everything of 
that kind, and still they say they have 
nothing but bread and water ! That 
is a mystery that never has been un- 


i folded to me. I have never seen the 
1 time in my life but what I had some- 
thing to eat, if it was nothing but 
some horse beef, or something of that 
kind. 

Well, there are a great many who 
labor, and have their three dollars 
and three dollars and a half a day, 
and they say there is nothing but 
bread and water to live upon. Ask 
, them how much of a family ihey have, 
and you will learn they have only one 
wife, and no children, and are paid 
from 18 to 20 dollars a week, and 
cannot get anything but bread and 
water ! 

I merely speak of this because I 
have heard it so much. Perhaps they 
cannot get meat, and perhaps they 
cannot get butter, nor sugar, nor cof- 
fee, nor tea, but they have plenty of 
potatoes, and they have plenty of 
beets, carrots, pumpkins, squashes, 
&c, &c», for there are thousands of 
these things in the Tithing Office, 
I wish the brethren would not come 
to President Young, nor to any other 
one, with that complaint any more, 
until the potatoes are all gone. Why 
not say, " We have to live on bread, and 
water, and potatoes, and pumpkins, 
squashes, and all these good things ?" 
Will you not be so candid as to make 
that report the next time ? I know 
perfectly well we are comfortable as a 
people, and you may go into the 
United States, and into, the best cities 
and towns that there are in the United 
States, and you cannot find so large 
a congregation as are here together, 
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which is as well clad as you are to-day. 
If you could stand where I am, and 
luok upon this congregation, you would 
be surprised to see the good clothing 
vou have on ; it is better than I ever 
saw any congregation have in any part 
of the United States, or in any por* 
tion of Europe that I ever was in ; 
and we have the least cause of com- 
plaint of any people that live upon 
the face of the earth ; this I know. 
And I know another thing, that a great 
$ many people are becoming so proud- 
well, perhaps it is not pride, but they 
have got so that they cannot dress and 
clothe themselves with anything that 
is not brought here bv the merchants. 
Many will bring in their wool, and 
their linsey, and their good clothing 
that they make here from the wool, 
and give it to clothe the Indians, for 
they are too proud to wear it them- 
selves. But the day will come when 
the merchants of the earth will lift up 
their heads and their voices, and cry 
out, " We have no place to sell our 
merchandize/ 1 

Will the time ever be that we can 
make our clothing ? We nearly can 
at this time. We can do it almost 
universally as a people. If there are 
any who have not got the sheep, they 
can buy the wool cheaper than it can 
be bought in the United States this 
day. You can buy it at from 20 to 50 
cents a pound, I would like to see 
the people take a course to make 
their own clothing, make their own 
machinery, their own knives and their 
own forks, and ever)' thing else we 
need, for the day will come when we 
will be under the necessity of doing it, 
for trouble and perplexity, war and 
famine, bloodshed and fire, and thun- 
der and lightning will roll upon the 
nations of the earth, insomuch that we 
cannot get to them, nor they to us. 
If you do not # believe me I want you 
to believe the Prophets : read the re- 
relations that came through brother 
Joseph Smith, and through Daniel and 


Moses, and through Jesus, and through 
all the ancient Prophets. They spoke 
of these things, and declare they shall 
come to pass in the latter days. Well, 
what period is it now ? Unto us it is 
the " last days,' 1 in which, the Lord 
says by His Prophets, when you hear 
of war, and rumors of war, it will not 
be long before you have it in your own 
land. Now are we as a people pre- 
paring and qualifying ourselves for 
that day, lest it overtake us as a thief 
in the night ? It certainly will if we 
do not wake up from our slumber. 

There is a blessing that attends this 
people wherever they go, and every 
man that comes to us, or is at a place 
when we come, I never have seen the 
time but what they begin to get rich. 
Look at Nauvoo, for instance, and see 
how poor and penniless we were, living 
in old log cabins, and destitute ; but 
we began to get rich, and many be- 
came wealthy. There is no man upon 
the face of the earth that will be fa- 
vorable towards Zion and towards this 
people, but what he will prosper tem- 
porally as well as spiritually. I have 
never seen a place, since I was born 
upon the earth, in which I could 
make one dollar, but that I could make 
50 dollars among the Saints in the 
same length of time. It seems to cost 
more to build a house here by one 
half than it does in the United States, 
still it is easier to build, and to mul- 
tiply and replenish the earth, and 
raise food, and everything else, in this 
place* than in any other that ever I 
saw. At the same time there are a 
great many who murmur, and say it 
is the hardest place they ever saw ; 
that is a curiositv to me, when the 
blessings of the Almighty attend us 
wherever we go ; for we can build up 
a city in a few days, or at the furthest 
in a few years, and it seems to be ne 
trouble at all. Brethren and sisters, 
let us try to appreciate our blessings, 
and honor the calling we have re- 
ceived. At the same time there are 
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a great many who disregard their pro- 
fession, and tantalize others who hold 
the Priesthood, and try to make it 
dishonorable ; but they cannot do it 
I cannot dishonor it, but I can dis- 
honor myself. 

The Priesthood is a gift from the 
Almighty, and He has placed a por- 
tion of it upon me to honor, and if I 
honor that calling, that Priesthood 
will honor me, it will magnify me be- 
fore God, and before the world. I do 
know that when I take a course to 
dishonor myself, I degrade myself in 
the eyes of heaven, and upon earth, 
When I tritle with the Priesthood I 
trifle with the Almighty ; and when I 
tritle with President Young I triile 
with the Priesthood, and that Priest- 
hood will leave me, aud I will fall, 
and I will become disgraced in the 
eyes of heaven, and of all Saints ; and 
I forfeit every thing that I had attain- 
ed while I held that Priesthood, when 
I forfeit it ; I forfeit my salvation and 
every blessing I possess. 

Supposing w + e all realized this, do 
you not think that those who have 
the Priesthood, and take a course to 
pollute not only themselves, but their 
brethren, and their sisters, aud de- 
grade themselves, and steal, and lie, 
and take the name of God in vain, 
would repent speedily ? How do you 
» suppose the Lord looks upon them ? 
Now reflect one moment ; He looks 
upon them with less allowance than I 
do ? and that in proportion to the light 
and knowledge which He has. And 
how do angels look upon them when 
they are sent forth to minister to those 
who will become heirs of salvation? 

We read in the liook of Doctrine 
and Covenants that when Peter and 
James desired to depart, John desired 
to tarry, that he might accomplish a i 
greater work, M Well," says the Lord, 
•* you may have your wishes, and, as 
John wants to tarry to do a greater i 
work, I will authorize you, James and 
Peter, to assist my servant John to 


perform a good work while he shall 
tarry," Now, if John has angels to 
administer to him, why not other men 
who are servants of the living God ? 
It is just as reasonable that they 
I should. I know it is so; I do not 
believe it, but I actually know it ; and 
that the God which I serve lives and 
dwells in the heavens ; and I feel to 
honor Him, I feel to reverence Him, 
and to do a good work by His autho- 
rity, that I may come into His pre- 
sence, and give up my stewardship 
with joy, and not with grief; and 
dwell with Him at some future time. 
And when I give up my stewardship 
to Him, if He considers me worthy. 
He can restore it to me, with an hun- 
dred fold beside. 

We are on trial, and let us prove 
ourselves by paying our tithing, and 
fulfilling all our duties before God t 
and see if He will not pour us out a 
blessing that there will not be room 
to contain it. How in the heavens 
can you prove the Lord whether His 
j word shall be verified, if you do not 
step forward and do as He has told 
you ? Gentlemen and ladies, let me 
tell you one thing, your withholding 
does not impoverish the Almighty, for 
you have not anything only what is 
His, and you have not anything only 
what He gave you ; and do you sup- 
pose He has given all to you that He 
possesses? No, When He has 
given every thing that you can re- 
| tain, that you can watch over, ami 
preside over, He is not impoverished, 
because there is an eternal increase, 
and there is no end to His income, and 
there is no end to His creations, for 
they go on continually. You have not 
anything only what you have received 
from the Almighty from day to day. 
Where do you get your water, your 
meat, your bread, and the luxuries 
of life? Did not He create them 
all, or, in other words, organize them ? 
Were not the elements thereof placed 
here upon the earth before you camo 
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here ? One half of this people may 
draw away from the truth, or two-thirds 
of them, or a quarter of them, or all 
but twenty, if you please, and do you 
suppose it will binder the salvation, 
the exaltation, the happiness, and the 
heaven that pertain to those who 
cleave to this Church ? No, it won't 
affect them one hair. Jf you do not 
pay one dime of tithing it will not im- 
poverish the Ai mighty, but I will tell 
you where the eiTect will be, it will 
alTeet yourselves, your own salvation. 
If you neglect these things, I tell you 
the Lord will neglect to bless you ; it 
comes on yourselves individually, and 
it stands you in hand, every soul of 
you, men and women, to arise and 
prove the Lord, and see if He does 
not watch your faitlifulness, and is not 
ready to pour you out a blessing that 
you have not room to receive. 

Since President Young and others 
have dwelt upon tithing it is coming 
in first rate, and Bishop Hunter has 
become frightened ; " Good heavens," I 
says he, " what shall we do with the 
tithing ? We have not got room to 
put it." " Why," says I, " stretch 
out, Bishop," If he does not stretch 
out, he will, in comparison, be like an 
artificial globe, he will become round, 
he will draw up, that is the trouble. 
Too many have got the sweeny, and 
the skins are growing tight on their 
ilesh, and even on their bones. Some 
of the Bishops and Elders become so 
contracted that it is too hard for them 
to pay their tithing when it pertains 
to them as individuals, for it is an in- 
dividual salvation. Let us be one in 1 
these things, and be up and doing while 
it is time ; and it is time all the time, 
and it is time in eternity all the time, 
and always will be ; and when we get 
into the next stage of action it will be 
time while we are there, and it will be 
eternity around us. Let us go to 
work and purify our hearts — our ta- 
bernacles — and purify and cleanse 
our houses, and let us rise up as a 


DISCOURSES. 

I people. What say ye ? Do you feel 
inclined to do it ? Let us show to 
the world that we are Saints, for it 
hurts my feelings to see the steps 
that some Elders here are taking 
right in the midst of Israel, rising up 
in clans to steal from their brethren, 
and thinking we shall believe it is 
some one else* Is that righteous? 
Is that the religion of Christ? Is 
that doing as you would wish to be 
dealt by ? Such characters w ill see 
sorrow, they will see wretchedness, 
they will see misery ; and may God 
grant that their misery may begin to 
fall upon them, and increase, that they 
may never rest until they repent, and 
wash away their sins, and turn unto 
the Lord ; I w ish this on conditions 
you know. Well, here we pray, and 
here we desire, that inasmuch as the 
world raise weapons against Zion, or 
against God's people, we pray that 
these weapons may fall upon their 
own heads, and not upon ours ; we 
pray, inasmuch as they dig pits, that 
they may fall into them instead of 
getting us into them. 

Bless your souls, I have no fear 
about any matters pertaining to this 
people, if they would rise up and be 
as one man, and act by common con- 
sent with the President, as his Coun- 
sellors and as the Twelve do. The 
Tweho feel to be one with the First 
Presidency, as they are with each 
other, I do not fear this world, nor 
do I fear anything that is in it, for 
where there is union and concentra- 
tion with that man whom God has ap- 
pointed, there is a power that this 
earth caunot handle- Now the world 
do not know this, but still they are 
fearful ; there is something out of sight 
which they fear. Again, if those who 
go forth to preach the Gospel could 
speedily gather every one of the 
Saints from Europe, Asia, Africa, 
the islands of the sea, and from 
wherever they are scattered, there 
would be twenty thousand, yes, fifty 
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thousand, converted, where there now 
are not ten* The lingerers are right 
in the gate, like a dog in a manger ; 
they will neither eat themselves nor 
let anybody else eat ; and tbey are an 
offence in the eves of the world, and 
they block up the work from rolling 
on. I wLh they were gathered into a 
brush heap and burned, that is those 
who ought to be burned, and the rest 
gathered with us; for the Lord, in 
the verv first start of this Church, 
gaid, " All those who have entered in- 
to covenant with me, and come into 
jny Church, let them gather themselves 
together into one place*" Still, do you 
not see how desirous people are to 
scatter here and there, and not go as 
they are told ; but they are for getting 
off by themselves, to partake of the 
spiiit of the world, and the spirit of 
selfishness ; and they want to own 
everything there is, that no person or 
being can get within miles of them. 

We are 1 commanded to gather into 
one place, and purify ourselves, and 
sanctify ourselves, that we may be 
prepared for His coming ; for He will 
come by and bye, when He gets ready ; 
the time is' not very far off, as many 
suppose ; He will not come to the 
wicked first, but to those who are vir- 
tuous, and have kept their covenants ; 
and when He comes to the wicked He 
will come in the clouds of heaven and 
in flames of tire, and will take ven- 
geance on them, and on those that 
know not God, and do not obey I lis 
counsel, and His Priesthood, and the 
power He has placed upon earth. To 
me, the word comes from brother 
Brighara as the word of the Lord ; but 
how" many there are who disregard it. 
He is the delegate that God has 
appointed to be Josephs successor, 
and his word is the word of the Lord, 
whether it is written or not ; whether 
it comes out as revelation or not, it is 
the word of God to those who believe 
and practise it ; and when this is done 
the blessings of the Lord God will 


rest upon this people to that degree 

that you cannot conceive nor imagine. 
As for riches, let us seek after the 
riches of eternal life, and let us seek 
firiat the kingdom of God, and its 
righteousness, and then all necessary 
things shall be added unto us, both 
those that pertain to earth, and that 
pertain to heaven and heavenly things. 
As to what little I have in this world, 
I have not anything but what belongs 
to the Almighty ; and if I have got 
anything here in my possession that I 
am steward over, if it is wanted I want 
He should have it, I do not care what 
it is. I know the earth is full of the 
abundance of everything that is or 
ever was upon it ; and we are bound to 
prosper if we take this course, but if 
we do not we shall experience the oppo- 
site ; and when the opposite takes 
place it will be worse, and more sorrow* 
ful, and more to be dreaded than any- 
thing we have ever had to experience, 
I wish many of you had been through 
the scenes that brother Brighani and 
many others have. " What, do you 
want us to pass through the same that 
you have Yes, and more abundant- 
ly- Do you think I will cry about it ? 
Xo ; I will rejoice if you only stick to 
the faith, because it will be for your 
good — for your happiness ; it will give 
you an experience that you have not 
got, and I do not know that you can 
have it until you have been tried. 
You have never seen the day that you 
have had to watch with your firelock 
in readiness; that is, you have not 
had to watch President Young, with 
your fire-arms and other weapons of 
defence, and not only to watch him, 
but to watch you Eld ere. This was 
all the time the case in the former 
part of our career in this Church, and 
we were happy then ; were we not, 
brother Urigham ? [" Y F es, sir/ ] and 
rejoiced all the day long that it was 
no worse with hs* 

We talk of these tilings to you a 
great many times ; well, we have pas* 
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sed through a great deal of tribulation. 
Though there may be individuals who 
have passed through pretty close places, 
yet I never saw a place where there 
was not a chance to get out some 
time ; but have you, as a people, one 
in a hundred of you, passed through 
any great trials ? Many of you hare 
been brought here free of expense, 
and did not work to pay one dime of 
it, until you got here, and got settled. 
Did we get carried in our early day ? 
No, we had to look out for ourselves, 
and then take a large back load be- 
sides. 

Some say they do not want to work 
here for nothing and find themselves ; 
but we found ourselves, that is, we 
found ourselves right there. Telling 
about finding ourselves ! God finds 
us, and furnishes us with everything 
we have, with the breath we breathe, 
and the earth we stand upon, and the 
water that we drink. Do you make 
all these things ? No, the Lord made 
them, and placed them here upon the 
earth for our use ; He made the wheat 
and organized it ; we have the seed, 
and all we have to do is to sow one 
kernel and get a thousand, to sow 
one bushel and get twenty, forty, or 
eighty ; to plant one bushel of com 
and get five hundred ; to plant six 
bushels of potatoes and get three or 
four hundred. Find yourselves, do 
you ? Did you find the seed ? No, 
you did not, the Lord found it ; when 
He came here He brought it with 
Him, and He told His sons to sow it, 
and let it increase. 

You are aware that my object in 
addressing you is to try to influence 
your minds to do good, and take the 
light course, and listen to counsel, 
and to the government of God as it is 
established upon the earth. Do you 
suppose I would occupy this stand, 
were it not that perad venture I might 
persuade you ? I am exhorting you 
to faithfulness, humility, and to be 
true to your integrity, and to your 
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God, and to one another, and to pray. 
There are a great many men will pray 
when you ask them to pray, but I 
doubt whether they pray at any other 
time, but they must keep up an ap- 
pearance in our midst, and at the 
same time carry on iniquity right hero 
in the heart of Zion. As some one 
said here last Sabbath, I wish things 
would take a little different course, 
that we should have no necessity of 
exhorting you to faithfulness* I wish 
you would exhort yourselves to faith- 
, fulness, and then practise it, and th«n 
I continue in it to the end. Let us go 
to work and build up Zion as well as 
build up ourselves, for when we build 
j up Zion we build up ourselves, when 
we enrich Zion we enrich ourselves. 
When we build up the Public Works 
we enrich ourselves, for the public 
improvements increase the value of 
our private improvements, and they 
are connected together* Let Presi- 
dent Brigham Young and his Coun- 
sellors, and the Twelve, leave thi3 
! place and go to Fillmore, and proper- 
ty in Fillmore will rise the moment 
we go there and commence to build a 
temple. Lots, instead of selling for 
25 dollars, will sell for 25 hundred. 
; Take away the temple from here, and 
[ place it there, and see what a change 
i it will make ; for where the carcase is, 
there the eagles will gather together* 
and you cannot help yourselves. Do 
you know it? Kow r let us go to work 
and build up these Public Works, and 
make things look nice and comforta- 
ble. It will take us but a little while 
to do a thing if we have means to do 
it ; for the more means there are, the 
more men can be employed ; and after 
all true riches are in labor aud mus- 
cle, the sinew and the bone, moro 
than in gold and silver, and fine cloth- 
ing* Did you ever see a piece of 
calico make itself? It is produced 
by bone and sinew. 

Some in the world say, M I never 
can believe the earth was made witii 


hands, or if it was, it is certainly a 

curiosity for tlie Lord to measure the 
whole of it in the hollow of His hand, 
and it is said He did ; He hefted it 
and weighed it in a balance. What 
does all this mean ? Does it not 
mean what it says, or does it mean 
something else?" God made the 
earth, and He made it with His hands, 
just as much as I ever made a vessel 
from clay with my hands* I shaped 
it, but the elements were made before ; 
I only took the material from the 
bank and organized it and put it into 
such shape as my master told me. 
An apprentice who goes to a trade has 
to do as his master tells him* Look 
at it, we are apprentices, and we 
ought to become obedient to our mas- 
ters, that we may become workmen 
uvlio need not be ashamed to present 
ourselves before our masters, or before 
those who of tight take cognizance of 
us. 

In Europe all the troops that are en- 
listed have to he taken and drilled, and 
when they have been drilled for many 
vrars, they have to learn to march with 
heads up, and eyes right or left, and 
all step alike ; after they can do this 
tir-t rare thev must then be examined 
by the best military men, and when 
tl are approved they are sent to 
different parts of the earth to take 
stations. That is good, is it not? 

The Saints have to come to as care- 
ful discipline, and the day will come 
when the wicked will have to come to 
it, and if they do not learn to step 
right, they will be made to do it. 1 
was speaking about it yesterday, when 
J went with brother Brh'ham to see 
i he review : they are improving, no 
doubt, though our troops were not all 
there. We were speaking about an 
open vision that we saw some years 
ago ; it was not seen in the dark, but 
we saw it with our natural eyes ; Presi- 
dent Young, myself, brother Fhineas 
Young, and many others saw it. We 
saw an army start from the east, and 


go to the south, and there were twelve 
men in a column, and one column 
came right after the other, so that 
when the first stepped, the next step- 
ped in their track ; and they had 
swords, guns, knapsacks, caps, and 
feathers, and we could see them march 
with a uniform step from one side of 
the heavens to the other. This v.e 
saw with our natural eyes, and looked 
upon it for hours ; it was the very 
night that the angel delivered the 
plates to Joseph Smith. 

This army marched to the south- 
west, and they marched as if there 
was a battle to take place ; and W§ 
could hear the clashing of their swords 
and guns, and the measured tread ol 
their march, just as plain as I ever 
heard the movements of troops on the 
earth- John P, Greene came to wake 
me up to look upon it. I am speak- 
ing of this to show you how exact in 
our discipline and government We 
must be to prepare us for a celestial 
being ; we have got to begin to come 
to it, and I would like to know when 
you will begin to prepare yourselves. 
The whole world have got to see and 
feel the a nines of heaven, and when 
they come they will come with order, 
and when they are commanded to act 
there will be no running away, and 
there will be no traitors in that army, 
but it will be composed* of virtuous 
Saints, who are clothed with the pow- 
er of God, and have the integrity of 
heavenly beings. They will not sell 
whisky, ami stick up grogeries, and 
establish distilleries, and emmae in 
various other operations to pollute 
this people among whom they haw 
enlisted, even under the banners of 
Christ. Among the wicked there 
will be disorder, but in the armies of 
heaven there will be order. Tbififis 
in heaven are in order, there is a pure 
government there, and it must be ob- 
served, and strictly adhered to; this 
you read in your 13ibles. When the 
order of that government was threat 

[Vol, II. 


162 JOURNAL OF 

ened, did not Michael the archangel, 
with the host s of heaven that were 
with hi or, cast Lucifer out, and all his 
votaries? I 
The world is in confusion, and shall 
we pattern after the world, or after 
the armies of heaven ? What do you 

■ 

*ay as a people ? To pattern after 
heavenly things is my religion, it is 
what I believe, and is what I would 
like to practise, and what I would like 
to see the Elders in Israel practise, 
and fill who profess to he Saints. 

To judge from my exhortation at 
this time, some of those who come in 
from the Sutes might think we are 
quite corrupt and wicked here; hut the 
gentlemen and ladies who have come 
in our midst, know that this is the 
most virtuous and upright community 
that they ever lived with ; and if they j 
ever become doubtful about it, let 
them go hack to the States after they I 
have lived here. You know that it is 
said to be the most celebrated place 
for good order. I say the majority of 
this people are the best that ever 
lived, or dwelt upon the earth, accord- 
ing to their experience. Is not that a 
pretty good recommend ? But there 
are some scoundrels , and when we 
think of it, we wish it were otherwise. 
Rut you remember the figure that 
Jesus used ; said he, the kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a net that is cast 
into the sea, and it brought together 
u\l kinds. Dont you see them here? 
It is that, for one thing, which makes 
me think it is 11 Mormonism ; H if 
there were not such devils here I 
might doubt occasionally ; or in other 
words, might doubt, if there was any 
chance to doubt, but there is none, 
^ust look at the different kinds of 
jish. There is a time coming for the 
net to be drawn in, and all the fish 
drawn together, both good and bad ; 
4he good will be put into baskets, and 
the bad will be cast away. You recol- 
lect the passage. The day will come 
when we who prove faithful will dwell 
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on this earth in a Holy City, and it 
will be walled in, and there will be 
fine buildings of every description in 
it; we have not a house here that will 
compare with the most inferior that 
will be in that city. Why do you 
not qualify yourselves, and prepare to 
go into that city and kingdom where 
you can be still more useful ? 

Now look at yourselves, and scan 
yourselves, and see whether you are 
fit subjects to go there. Are you 
without spot or blemish? If not, 
awake and exert yourselves to work 
righteousness. What will you see 
outside of that city ? Dogs, sorcerers, 
and whoremongers, and those who 
love and make a lie, and steal, and 
disobey the requirements of God, and 
take His name in vain. Are they 
going inside ? No ; hut a wall will 
have to be built to ketp the devils 
out, even in heaven ; and still, many 
do not deem it necessary for Saints to 
be gathered together and wall in a 
city ! 

Awake, all ye Israel, from your 
slumber, and call upon God, and listen 
to His counsel, and obey, and then we 
shall prevail, and not be prevailed 
against ; then we shall live forever, 
and see the devil cast out of heaven, 
and destroyed with his works, I do 
not expect to live for ever in this old 
body, for I am going to have a new 
one. Then let me magnify and keep 
this body pure, that I may be entitled 
to a new one, and if I do not keep 
this pure I shall not he entitled to a 
better; neither will any of you, except 
you honor this body. Now, will you 
go and pollute yourselves, and lose 
the right and title to a resurrection, 
to dwell with the Saints, and with 
God the Father, and His Son Jesus 
Christ, who is my brother ? You who 
do not wish to be Saints, who do not 
care anything about righteousness, 
and desire to follow the evil habits 
yon have been accustomed to in other 
countries, will you not please to lean 
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us ? Will you lift* up your hands and 

show yourselves ? No* I can not 
get a hand up, you keep down under 
the curtain ; but we will find you out 
by and bye, and we will cast nuisances 
out of tli is city ; fur in a city acknow- 
ledged by God the Eternal Father 
gv \-; shops cannot be tolerated. Look 

h ihe Eastern States ; we cast them 
out there as nuisances, and they never 

'in be tolerated here* Don't you say 
it will be better to take that course 
;Jjaij to have the chastitv of our vir- 
iuous women violated ? Drunkenness 
and pollution cannot prevail while we 
dwell here, and when we remove, ] 
there will be nobody here but devils. 
Every place we have left has become 
a literal hell. Look at Nauvoo, which 
we tried to build up, and they would 
not let us, but killed our Prophet and 
Patriarch, because we preached, and 
tried to practise, the same righteous 
course which I am now exhorting you « 
to pursue. That is what they droved 


us for. I know all about it, I was 
there, and President Young was there* 
We never had any peace in the States 
after we embraced " Mormonism 
even as soon as I embraced it in my 
own country, men came into my house 
to drive and mob me. They had no 
fault to find with me and brother 
Brigbani, but with our religion, be- 
cause it was severe towards the wick- 
ed and uu godly. Now, you who pro- 
fess to be in the sheep fold, for Ilea* 
vens sake be subject to the law and 
government of the Shepherd. 

Have I said enough? I feel just 
as I say ; I am honest, I am a servant 
of God, and I intend to sustain His 
cause. When we came to this Valley 
we came to leave wickedness and work 
righteousness, though we came here 
because we were obliged to. 

Brethren and sisters, may God 
bless you, and cause peace and plenty 
to abound among you from this time 
henceforth and for ever. Amen. 


t * 


THE CONSTITUTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES AND ILLINOIS — NAU- 
VOO CHASTER AKD MUNICIPAL COURT—WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS* 

Av Address by President Joseph Smith, Delivered on the evening of his arrival from Dixon, 
June ISO, 1843, in the Grove, near the Temple, Nauvoo ; about eight thousand people hav- 
ing hastily assembled, under the most intense excitement, in consequence of the attempt of 
Sheriff Reynolds, of Jackson County, Missouri, to kidnap him to Missouri, by preventing 

him from obtaining a writ of Habeas Corpus, 
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The congregation is large ; I shall 
require attention. I discovered what 
the emotions of the people were on 
my arrival at this city, and I have 
jeome here to say, " How do you do ?" 
to all parties, and I do now at this 


time say to all, " How do you do ? r " 
I meet you with a heart full ui grati- 
tude to Almighty God ; and I pre- 
sume you all feel the same. I am 
well — I am hearty. I hardly know 
]xq\y to express my feelings — I feel ai 
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strong as a giant. I pulled sticks 
with the men coming along, and I 
pulled up with one hand the strongest 
man that could be found : then two 
men tried, but they could not pull me 
up ; and I continued to pull mentally 
until I pulled Missouri to Niuvoo. 
But I will pan from that subject. 

There has been great excitement in 
the country since Joseph If. Reynolds 
and Harmon Wilson took me ; but I 
have been cool and dispassionate 
through the whole. Thank God, 1 
am now a prisoner in the hands of 
the Municipal Court of Nauvoo, and 
not in the hands of Missourians. 

It is not so much ray object to tell 
of my afflictions, trials, and troubles; 
as to gpeak of the writ of Habeas 
Corpus, so that the minds of all may 
be corrected. It has been asserted K 

M 

the great and wise men, lawyers a net 
others, that our municipal powers and 
legal tribunals are not to be sanction- 
ed by the authorities of the Slate; 
and accordingly thaj want to mak« i 
lawful to drag away innocent tiifi 
from their families and friends, an. 1 
have them put to death by ungodi; 
men for their religion! Relative -to 
our city charter, courts right of IU 
boas Corpus, &c, I wish you to know 
and publish that we have all power t 
and if anv man from this time forth 

pi 

says anything to the contrary, cast it 
into his teeth. There is a secret iu 
this ; if there is not power in our 
charter and courts, then there is not 
power in the State of Illinois, nor in 
the Congress or Constitution of the 
United States, for the United States 
gave unto Illinois her constitution or 
charter, arid Illinois gave unto Nau- 
voo her charters, ceding unto m our 
vested rights, which she has no right 
or power to take from us ; all the 
power there was in Illinois she gave to 
Nauvoo ; and any man that says to the 
contrary, is a fooh The Municipal 
Court has all the power to issue and 
determine writs of Habeas Corpus, 


within the limits of this city, that 
the Legislature can confer. This 
city has all the power that the State 
Courts have, and was given by the 
same authority— the Legislature" 

I want you to hear and learn, O 
Israel ! this day, what is fur the hap- 
piness and peace of this city and peo- 
ple. If our enemies are determined 
to oppress us, and deprive us of our 
constitutional rights and privileges as 
they have done; and if the authori- 
ties that are on the tnrth will not sus~ 
tain us in our rights, nor give us that 
protection which the laws and consti- 
tution of the United States, and of 
this State, guarantee untons, then we 
will claim them from a higher power 
from Hwju — yet from God Ah 
hiighty. * — : j £ > iOrv 
I have draped these; nvw here hr 
»y band, and will do it again ; hut f 
swear I will not deal so mildly with 
them again; for the time has com** 
rhen for fa a ranee is no longer a rir- 
tue; and if you or I are again take it 
unlawfully, you are at liberty tq give 
cose to blood and thunder Bat be 
cool, ho deliberate, be wise, act with 
almighty power, ar 1 when you pull, do 
sctuuMy — ma'\* a sirrfjwtaku for 
once! * ' 

y lot hns at ways been cast ntVunij* 
the warmer hearted people ; iu every 
time of trouble, frinuls, even among 
strangers, have been raised tip unto 
rae, and assisted me. 

The time has come when, the vni! is 
torn off from the State of Illinois, and 
its citizens have delivered me from 
the State of Missouri; friends that 
were raised up unto me would have 
spilt their life a blood, to liave torn, 
me from the hands of Reynolds and 

g 

Wilson, if I had asked them ; but I 
told them not. I would be delivered 
by the power of God, and generalship ; 
and I have brought these men to Nau- 
voo, and committed them to her from 
whom I was torn, not as prisoners in 
chains, but as prisoners of kindness 
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t have treated them kindly, I have 
bad the privilege of rewarding them 
good for evil. They took me unlaw- 
fully, treated mc rigorously, strove to 
deprive me of my rights, and would 
have run with me iuto Missouri to 
have been murdered, if Providence 
had not interposed ; but now they are 
in my hands, and I have taken them 
it.u) my house, set them at the head 
of in j' table, and placed before them 
the best which my house afforded ; 
and they were waited upon by my 
wife, whom they deprived of seeing 
mo when I was taken, 

I have no doubt hut I shall be dis- 
charged by the Municipal Court : 
were J before any good tribunal I 
should be discharged, as the Missouri 
writs are illegal, and good for nothing 
■tliev are ** without form and vol 


charter. If be continues converted, 
I will vote for him. 

I have been with these lawyers, and 
they have treated me well ; but I am 
here in Nauvoo, and the Missourian 
too. I got here by a lawful writ of 
Habeas Corpus, issued by the Master 
in chancery uf Lee County, and made 
returnable to the nearest tribunal ia 
the Fifth Judicial District having 
j^jidictioii to try and determine such 
writs : and here is that tribunal, just 
as it should be. 

However indignant you may feel 
about the high hand of oppression 
which has been raised against me by 
these men, use not the hand of vio* 1 
lence against them ; for they could 
not be prevailed upon to come here 
till I pledged my honor and my life 
that a hair of their heads should not 


tut HberoRTT will bear r this unhal| be hurt. Will you all support my 
lowed persecution any longer — before fpledge, and thus preserve my honor? 

[Ope uiri versa! " Yes V* burst from the 


J will be dragged away again, among 
mj enemies for trial, f will spill the 

last drop of blood in my veins, arid [ 
mil tee all nnj enemies in hem, ! To 
huj- it any longer would be a sin, and 
1 will not bear it any longer. Shall 
we bear it any longer? [One univer- ! 
>;d tb No! " ran through all the vast 
assembly, like a loud peal of thunder.] 


►sembled thousands,} This^ir'alitf 
her proof of your attachment to me. 
I know bow ready you are to do right; 
foil have done great things, and mani- 
fested your love towards me in flying 
o my assistance on this occasipn. 1 
Jess you, in the name of the Lord, 
ith all the blessings of heaven and 


I with the lawyer who says we have acarth you are capable of enjoying. 


no powers in Nauvoo may be choked 
to death with his own words. Don 1 ! 
employ lawyers, or pay them money 
for their knowledge, for I have learnt 
they don't know anything. I know 
^jngffthau J^eyalL^^^^ 

GfTygni toalftfie worl d, ana preach 
the Gospel ; he that believeth in our 
chartered rights, may come here and 
be saved, and he that does not shall 
remain in ignorance. If any lawyer 
shall say there is more power in other 
places and charters, with respect to 
Habeas Corpus, than in Nauvoo, be- 
lieve it not. I have converted this 
candidate for Congress [pointing to 
Cyrus Walker, Esq.], that the right 
of Habeas Corpus is included in our 



I have learned we have no need to 
uffer as we have heretofore — we can 
call others to our aid. I know the 
Almighty will bless all good men — He 
will bless you ; and the time has come 
when there will be such a flocking to 
the standard of liberty as never has 
been, or shall be hereafter. What an 
era has commenced ! Our enemies 
have prophesied that we would estab 
lish our religion by the sword ; is it 
true ? No, but if Missouri will not 
stay her cruel hand in her unhallowed 
persecutions against us, I restrain you 
not any longer : I say, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, by the authority of the 
Holy Priesthood, I this dav turn the 
key that opens the heavens to restrain 

r — v.. /<sf 
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jou no longer from this time forth. I 
will lead you to battle ; and if you are 
not afraid to die, and feel disposed to 
spill your blood in your own defence, 
you will not offend me. Be not the 
aggressor — bear until they strike you 
on the one cheek ; then offer the other, 
and thev will be sure to strike that ; 
then defend yourselves, and God will 
bear you off, and you shall stand forth 
cleat beforeH iftjrfcunaL^ j^^^ 
1u5y citizens of Illinois say we 
shall not have our rights, treat them 


them go to hell and bo damned ! 

ome say they will mob us ; let them 
inob and be damned ! If we have to 
give up our chartered rights, privi- 
leges, and freedom, which our fathers 
fought, bled, and died for, and which 
the Constitution of the United States, 
and of this State, guarantee unto us, 


our city, yet the whine is raised — 
" Repeal them, take them away;" like 
the boy who swapped off his jack- 
knife, and then cried, 11 Daddy, daddy, 
I have sold my jack-knife, and got 
sick of my bargain, and I want to get 
it back again/' But how are they 
going to help themselves? Raise 
mobs ? And what can mobocrats do 
in the midst of Kirk patriciates? No 
better than a hunter in the claws of a 
bear. If mobs come upon you any 
more here, dung your gardens with 


as strangers and not friends, and let J them, We don't want any excite- 


ment ; but after we have done all, we 
will rise up, Washington -like, and 
break off the hellish yoke that op- 
presses us, and we will not I e mobbed. 

The day before I w as taken at Inlet 
Grove, I rode with my wife through 
Pixon to visit some Jfriands, an<J I said 

„ , to her, " Here is a good people." I 

of the f felt this by the Spirit of God. The 
_ | next day I was a prisoner in their 
for those [midst, in the hands of Reynolds of 
things which are against the rights of Olissouri, and Wilson of Carthage- 
men, and J can only excuse them be- As the latter drove up, he exclaimed, 
cause of their ignorance. Go forth r"Ha, ha, ha, by God we have got the 
and advocate the laws and rights of Prophet now!" He gloried much in 
the people, ye lawyers ; if not, don't jit; but he is now our prisoner. 

get into my hands, or under the lash * j When they came to take me, they 

h 


swor 


of my tongue. 

Lawyers say the powers of the Nan 


held two cocked pistols to my head, 
and saluted me with u God damn you, 


voo charter are dangerous ; but I ask, till shoot you ! Ill shoot jou, God 


is the Constitution of the United 
States, or of this State, dangerous? 


unto Nauvoo by the Legislature of 
Illinois dangerous, and those who say 
they are, are fools. We have not en- 
joyed unmolested those rights which 
the Constitution of the United States 
of America, and our charters grant 
Missouri and all wicked men raise the 
hue and cry against us, and are not 
satisfied. Some political aspirants of 
this State also are raising the hue and 
cry that the powers in the charters 
granted unto the city of Nauvoo are 
dangerous ; and although the General 
Assembly have conferred them upon 


damn you repeating these threats 
^nearly fifty times from first to last- I 


No ; neither are the charters granted Jasked them what they wanted to shoot 
* " 1 * * * * toe for. They said they would do it 

if I ma<Je resistaucet 11 O very . 
well," I replied, 11 1 have no resistance 
to make." They then dragged me 
away, and I asked them by what 
authority they did these things. They 
said, " By a writ from the Governors 
of Missouri and Illinois." I then 
told them I wanted a writ of Habeas 
Corpus. Their reply was, " God damn 
you, you shant have it" I told a man 
to go to Dixon, and get me a writ of 
Habeas Corpus, Wilson then repeat- 
ed, " God damn you, you shan't have 


1 % 
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it ; III shoot you," When we arrived 
at Dixon, I sent for a lawyer, who 
came, and Reynolds shut the door in 
his face, and would not let tne speak 
to him, repeating* 1 God damn you. 111 
shoot you." I turned to him, opened 
my bosom, and told him to " shoot 
away ; I have endured so much perse- 
cution aud oppression that I am sick 
of life ; why then don't you shoot, and 
have done with it, instead of talking 
so much about it ? " This somewhat 
checked his insolence. I then told 
him that I would have counsel to con- 
sult; and eventually I obtained my 
wish. The lawyers came to me, and 
I got a writ of Habeas Corpus for 
myself, and also a writ against Rey- 
nolds and Wilson for unlawful pro- 
ceedings and cruel treatment towards 
me. Thanks to the good citizens of 
Dixon, who nobly took their stand 
against such unwarrantable aud un* 
lawful oppression, my persecutors 
could not get out of town that night : 
although, when they first arrived, they 
swore I should not remain in Dixon 
five minutes; and I found they had 
ordered horses accordingly to proceed 
to Rock Island, I pledged my honor 
to my counsel that the Nauvoo city 
charter conferred jurisdiction to inves- 
tigate the subject ; so we came to 
Nauvoo, where J am now prisoner in 
the custody of a higher tribunal than 
the circuit court, 

The charter says that " the city 
council shall have power and authority 
to make, ordain, establish, and exe- 
cute such ordinances, not repugnant 
to the Constitution of the United 
States, or of this State, as they may 
deem necessary for the peace, benefit, 
and safety of the inhabitants of said 
city and also that " the Municipal 
Court shall have power to grant writs 
of Habeas Corpus in all cases arising 
under the ordinances of the city coun- 
cil.' 1 The city council have passed 
an ordinance ** that no citizen of this 
city shall be taken out of this city by 



l any writ, without the privilege of a 
writ of Habeas Corpus*" There is 
nothing but what we have power over, 
except where restricted by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. "But/* 
say the mob, " what dangerous pow- 
ers !" Yes, dangerous, because they 
will protect the innocent, and put 
down moboerats. The Constitution 
of the United States declares that tho 
irivilege of the writ of Hab 
ihall not be denied, flenv me 
ight of Habeas Corpus, and I will 
5ght with gun, sword, cannon, whirl- 
[wind, and thunder, until they are 
sed up like the Ki lkenn y cats. 

poweTTtrmr^o^t 
charters confer, because we havi? 
power to go behind the writ, and try 
the merits of the case. 

If these powers are dangerous, then 
the Constitution of the United States, 
and of this State, are dangerous ; but 
they are not dangerous to good men z 
they are only so to bad men who are 
breakers of the laws. So with the 
laws of the country, and so with tho> 
ordinances of Nauvoo : thev are dan- 
gerous to mobs, but not to good men 
who wish to keep the laws, 

We do not go out of Nauvoo to 
disturb anybody, or any city, town, or 
place ; why then need they be trou- 
bled about us ? Let them not meddle 
with our affairs, but let us alone. 
After we had been deprived of our 
rights and privileges of citizenship, 
driven from town to town, place to 
place, and State to State, with the 
sacrifice of our homes and lands, our 
blood has been shed, many having 
been murdered : and all this because 
of our religion — because we worship 
Almighty God according to the dic- 
tates of our own consciences. Shall 
we longer bear these cruelties, which 
have been heaped upon us for the last 
ten years in the face of heaven; and 
in open violation of the Constitution 
and laws of these United States, and 
of this State ? God forbid I I wilt 
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not hear it : if they take away my 
rights, I will fight for them manfully 
ami righteously until I am used up. 
We have done nothing against the 
rights of others. 

You speak of lawyers ; I am a law- 
yer too, but the Almighty God has 
laugh t me the principle of law ; and 
the true meaning and intent of the 
writ of Habeas Corpus is to defend 
the innocent* and investigate the sub- 
ject* 4io behind the writ, and if the 
form of one that is issued against an 
innocent man is right, he should not 
he draped to another State, and there 


put to death, or be in jeopanly of 
mfe and limb, because of prejudice l 
when he is innocent The benefits of 
the Constitution and Laws are alike for 
all ; and the great Eloheim has given 
me the privilege of having the bene- 
fits of the Constitution, and the writ 
of Habeas Corpus, and I am bold to 
ask for this privilege this day ; and I 
ask, in the name of Jesus Christ, aud 
all that is sacred, that I may have 
your live3 and all your energies to 
carty out the freedom which is char- 
tered to us. Will you all help me? 
If so, make it manifest by raising the 
right hand. [There was a unanimous 
response, a perfect sea of hands being 
elevated,] Here is truly a committee 
of the whole. 

When at Dixon, a lawyer came to 
me as counsel ; Reynolds and Wilson 
said I should not speak to any man, 
aud they would shoot any man who 
should dare to speak to me. An old 
grey-headed man came up, and said I 
should have counsel, and he was not 
afraid of their pistols. The people of 
Dixon were ready to take me from my 
persecutors, uud I could have killed 
them notwithstanding their pistols ; 
but I had no disposition to kill any 
man, though my worst enemy — not 
even Boggs : in fact he would have 
more hell to live in the reflection of his 
past crimes, than to die. After this, 
1 had lawyers enough, and I obtained 


a writ for Joseph H. Reynolds, and 
Harmon Wilson, for damage, assault, 
and battery, as well as the writ of 

Habeas Corpus. 

We started for Ottoway, and arrived 
at Pawpaw Grove, thirty* two miles, 
whore we stopped for the night. 
Squire Walker sent Mr. Campbell, 
Sheriff of Lee County, to my assist- 
ance, and he came, and slept by me. 
In the morning, certain men wished 
£o see me, hut I was not allowed to 
see them. The news of mv arrival 

if 

had hastily circulated about the neigh- 
borhood ; and very early in the morn- 
ing the largest room in the hotel was 
filled with citizens, who were anxious 
to hear me preach, and requested me 
to address them. Sheriff Reynolds 
entered the room, and said, pointing 
to me, 44 1 wish you to understand 
this man is my prisoner, and I want 
you should disperse; you must not 
gather round here in this way/* 
Upon which an aged gentleman who 
was lame, and carried a large hickory 
walking-stick, advanced towards Rey- 
nolds, bringing his hickory upon the 
floor, said, 44 You damned infernal 
puke ; we'll learn you to come here 
and interrupt gentlemen : sit down 
there, [pointing to a very low chair,] 
and sit still, don't open your head till 
General Smith gets through talking ; 
if you never learned manners in Mis- 
souri, we'll teach vou that gentlemen 
are not to be imposed upon by a 
nigger driver : you can not kidnap 
men here, if you do in Missouri ; and 
if you attempt it here, there s a com- 
mittee in this Grove that will sit on 
your case ; aud, sir, it is the highest 
tribunal in the United States, as from 
its decision there is no appeal" Rey- 
nolds, no doubt aware that the person 
addressing him was at the head of a 
committee, who had prevented the 
settlers on the public domain from be- 
ing imposed upon by land speculators, 
sat down in silence, while I addressed 
the assembly for an fiour and a half 
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ob the subject of marriage ; ray visitors 
having requested me to give them my 
views of the law of God respecting 

marriage. 

My freedom commenced from that 
hour. We came direct from Paw-paw 
Grove to Nauvoo, having got our writ 
directed to the nearest court having 
authority to try the case, which was 
the Municipal Court of this city. 

It did my soul good to see your 
feelings and love manifested towards 
me. I thank God that I have the 
honor to lead so virtuous and honest 
a people, to be your leader and lawyer, 
as was Moses to the children of Israel. 
Hosannah ! Hosannah!! Hosanxah!! 
to Almighty God, who has delivered 
us thus from out of the seven trou- 
bles ! I commend you to His grace, 
and may the blessings of heaven rest 
upon you, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen, 

[President Smith then introduced 
Mr. Cvrus Walker to the assembled 

w 

multitude, and remarked to htm] — 
These are the greatest dupes, as a 
body of people, that ever lived, or I 
am not as big a rogue as I am re- 
parted to be. I told Mr. Warren I 
would not discuss the subject of reli- 
gion with you. I understand the Gos- 
pel, and you do not; you understand 
the quackery of law, and I do not. 

. M i\ Walker then addressed the 
people to the effect that from what he 
had seen in the Kauvoo city charter, 
it gave the power to try writs of Ha- 


beas Corpus, &c. After which Presi- 
dent Smith continued as follows — 1 

If the Legislature have granted 
Nauvoo the right of determining cases 
of Habeas Corpus, it is no more than 
they ought to have done, or more than 
our fathers fought fur. 

Furthermore, if Missouri continues 
her warfare, and to issue her writs 
against me and this people unlawfully 
and unjustly as she has done, and to 
take away and trample upon our rights, 
I swear in the name of Almighty God, 
and with uplifted hands to heaven, I 
will spill my hearts blood in our de- 
fence. They shall not take away our 
rights ; and if they don't stop leading 
me by the nose, I will lead them by 
the nose ; and if they don't let mo 
alone, I will turn up the world — I 
will make war. When we shake our 
own bushes, we want to catch our own 
fruit* 

The lawyers themselves acknow- 
ledge that we have all power granted 
us in our charters that we could ask 
for — that we had more power than any 
other court in the state ; for all other 
courts were restricted, while ours was 
not ; and I thank God Alnughtv for 
it. I will not be rode down to hell 
by the Missourians any longer; and 
it is my privilege to speak in my own 
defence ; and I appeal to your integri- 
ty and honor, that you will staud by 
and help me, according to the cove- 
nant you have this day made. 
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THE CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES — 
BIGHTS AND POLICY OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 

A Discourse by President Brujham Young, Delivered in the Tabernacle^ Great Salt 

Lake Ciiy, Feb. 18, 1855, 

[RK1I> BT EL1>EE THOMAS* BULLOCK.] 


liretliren, Sisters, and Friends — 1 
We are a people believing in the 
providences of God, and acknowledg- 
ing His band in His dealings with us 
from day to day. 

We are a people whose rise and 
progress from the beginning, has been 
the work of God our Heavenly Father, 
which in His wisdom He has seen 
proper to commence for the rc- estab- 
lishment of His kingdom upon the 
earth. 

Still further we believe that the 
Lord has been preparing that, when 
He should bring forth His work, that, 
when the set time should fullv come, 
there might be a place upon His foot- 
stool where sufficient liberty of con* 
science should exist, that His Saints 
might dwell in peace under the broad 
panoply of constitutional law and 
equal rights. In this view we consi- 
der that the men in the Revolution 
were inspired, by the Almighty, to 
throw off the shackles of the mother 
government, with her established reli- 
gion. For this cause were Adams, 
Jefferson, Franklin, Washington, and 
a host of others inspired to deeds of 
resistance to the acts of the King of 
Great Britain, who might also have 
been led to those aggressive acts, for 
aught we know, to bring to pass the 
purposes of God, in thus establishing 
a new government upon a principle 
of greater freedom, a basis of self- j 
government allowing the free exercise 
of religious worship. 


It was the voice of the Lord inspi- 
ring ail those worthy men who bore 
influence in those trying times, not 
only to go forth in battle, but to 
exercise wisdom in council, fortitude, 
courage, and endurance in the tented 
field, as well as subsequently to form 
and adopt those wise and efficient 
measures which secured to themselves 
and suceeding generations, the Mes- 
sing of a free and independent govern 
menti 

This government, so formed, has 
been blessed by the Almighty until 
she spreads her sails in every sea, and 
her power is felt in every land. 

The American Government is se- 
cond to none in the world in influence 
and power, and far before all others in 
liberal and free institutions. Under 
its benign influence the poor, down 
trodden masses of the old world can 
find an asylum where they can enjoy 
the blessings of peace and freedom, no 
matter to what caste or religions sect 
they belong, or are disposed to fa- 
vor, or whether they are disposed to 
favor any or none at all. It was in 
this government, formed by men in- 
spired of God, although at the time 
they knew it not, after it was firmly 
established in the seat of power and 
influence, where liberty of conscience, 
and the free exercise of religious wor- 
. ship were a fundamental principle 
guaranteed in the Constitution, and 
! interwoven with all the feelings, tra- 
ditions, and sympathies of the people, 
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tli at the Lord sent forth His angel to 
reveal the truths of heaven as in times 
past, even as in ancient days. This 
should have been hailed as the great- 
est blessing which could have been 
bestowed upon any nation, kindred, 
tongue, or people* It should have 
been received with hearts of grati- 
tude and gladness, praise and thanks- 
giving. 

But as it was in tlic days of our Sa- 
vior, so was it in the advent of this 
new dispensation. It was not in ac- 
cordance with the notions, traditions, 
and pre-conceived ideas of the Ameri- 
can people. The messenger did not 
iDDie to an eminent divine of any of 
the so-called orthodoxy, he did not 
adopt their interpretation of the Holy 
Scriptures. The Lord did not come 
with the armies of heaven, in power 
and great glory, nor send His messen- 
gers panoplied with aught else than 
the truth of heaven, to communicate 
to the meek, the lowly, the youth of 
humble origin, the sincere enquirer 
after the knowlege of God. 1 Jut He 
did send J I is angel to this same ob- 
scure person, Joseph Smith jun,, who 
afterwards became a Prophet, Seer, 
and llt-velator, and informed him that 
lie should not join any of the religious 
sects of the day, for they were all 
wrong ; that they were following the 
precepts of men instead of the Lord 
Jesus ; that He had a work for him to 
perforin, inasmuch as he should prove 
faithful before Him. 

No sooner was this made known, 
and published abroad, and people be- 
gan to listen and obey the heavenly 
summons, than opposition began to 
rage, and the people, even in this 
favored land, began to persecute their 
neighbors and friends for entertain- 
ing religious opinions differing from 
their own, 

I pause now to ask, had not Joseph 
Smith a right to promulgate and es- 
tablish a different, a new religion and 
form of worship in this government? 


Every one must admit he had. This 
right was always held sacred, for upon 
it was based the religious liberty of 
every citizen of the Republic. It 
was a privilege held sacred in the 
bosom of every class of people ; no 
Judge dared invade its holy precincts ? 
No Legislator nor Governor ventured 
to obstruct the free exercise thereof. 
How then should it he esteemed an 
I object worthy of persecution that 
Joseph Smith, the man called of God 
to perform a work in restoring the 
Gospel of salvation unto the children 
of men, and his followers, true believ- 
ers in his divine mission, should at- 
tempt to exercise the same privilege 
held sacred by all others, of every 
name, nature, and description, and 
equally so by them ? Why should he 
and his followers be debarred the pri- 
vilege of worshipping God according to 
the dictates of their consciences ? Le- 
gally they cannot, and I will further 
state, that legally they have not. No ! 
whenever the iron hand of oppression 
and persecution has fallen upon thi3 
people, our opposers have broken their 
own laws, set at defiance and trampled 
under foot every principle of equal 
rights, justice, and liberty found w ritten 
in that rich legacy of our fathers, The 
Constitution* of the United States. 

Whenever popular fury has been 
directed against us, no power in the 
government has been found potent 
enough to afford protection, and what 
is still more astonishing, honorable 
enough to yield redress, nor has any 
effort succeeded in bringing to jus- 
tice thdse individuals who had per- 
petrated such fearful crimes. No ! 
The murderer, the assassin, the mid- 
day plunderer i and highveag robhrr 
roam unmolested, and mingle unques- 
tioned in the society of the rulers of 
the land ; they pass and re-pass as 
current coin, producing no jar in the 
sensibilities of refinement, no odium 
in the atmosphere in which they 
move. 
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I ask you, friends, how is this ? 
A iv not our religious sentiments as 
tiered to us as to any other portion of 
the community ? And should it not 
he the duty, as well as the pride, of 
every American citizen to extend that 
provision of the Constitution to us 
which he claims for himself ? And is 
not that sacred instrument invaded 
and broken as much in debarring and 
excluding this people from its privi- 
leges, rig] its, and blessings, as it would 
be if your rights and privileges were 
thus invaded? No, gentlemen, we 
have bruken no laws, our Glorious 
GflWHEiTUTjoN guarantees unto us all 
that we claim. Under its broad folds, 
in its obvious meaning and intents, we 
are safe, and can always rejoice in 
peace* All that we have ever claimed, 
or wish to, on the part of the govern- 
ment, is the just administration of 
the powers and privileges of the Na- 
tional Compact, 

It is not our acts, neither our in- 
tentions that the people or the 
Government arc afraid or complain of, 
but their own evil surmisings concern- 
ing us> i 

In our first settlement in Missouri, 
it was said by our enemies that we 
intended to tamper with the slaves, 
not that we had any idea of the 
kind, for such a thing never entered i 
our minds. We knew that the chil- 
dren of Ham were to be the 41 ser- 
vant *]f servants,'* and no power 
under heaven could hinder it, so long 
fs the Lord should permit them to 
welter under the curse, and those 
were known to be our religious views 
concerning them. Yet, the misrepre- 
sentation of our enemies found willing 
ears in those prejudiced against us, 
and we were driven from our homes in 
consequence of the fears of the people, 
and the prejudice which had been 
raised against us in consequence 
thereof, \ 

Again, in Missouri, in the early! 
part of our history, the fears of the | 


people and Government were aroused, 
because thcy f not ice, said that it was 
our intention to tamper with the In- 
diaus, therefore we must not be 

| allowed to exist in their vicinity ; and 
again the alarm was sounded, and we 
were driven from our homes, plunder- 
ed, mobbed, some killed, and all this 
not ibr any crime which we had com- 

i mitted, but fur fear we might commit 
one. 

Again; it was industriously circu- 
lated tli at we were going to declare 
our " Independence," not that wa 
had, or intended to do so aUurd a 
thing; yet anything, no matter how 
absurd, seemed sufficient excuse to 
startle the fears of the community, 
and they began to drive, plunder, rob. 
burn our houses, and lay waste our 
fields, and this was called, 44 Mormon 
disturbance*" and the aid of the Go- 
vernment was invoked to quell *' Mor- 
mon insurrection" "Mormon trou 
bles" and 41 Turbulent Mormons." 
And although it was found necessary, 
as they state, to drive us from Mis- 
souri and the frontiers, to prevent us 
from tampering with the slaves and 
Indians, yet it was found equally ne- 
cessary, ten years afterwards, when 
we were a hundred to one at that 
time, to drive us from Nauvoo into 
the very midst of the Iudians, as un- 
worthy of any other society. 

Fears of what we might do with 
the Indians had by this time sub- 
sided, and fears of something else that 
we might hereafter do, if left to re-, 
main in peace, and a desire to plun- 
der, accomplished our exodus from 
Illinois, Perhaps, however, in this 
last case our enemies might have en- 
tertained some fears that, if we were 
permitted to remain unmolested, the 
blood-thirsty assassins who killed our 
beloved Prophet and Patriarch, Joseph 
and Hyrum, who were inhumanly 
massacred while reposing under the 
pledged faith of the State for their 
protection and safety, might not be 
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permitted to remain undisturbed in 

their guilt 1 

As in the case of the Indians upon 
the frontier, this also was a false con- 
clusion, for if ever a people would 
have been justified in redressing their 
own wrongs, and could have done so 
with impunity, it was at the time of' 
this horrible murder But they proved 
to the world, by their quiet and peace- 
able demeanor, that thev had no such 
intention, but this was forgotten, and 
iu less than a year and a half we were 
again assailed, our houses and grain j 
stacks burned, and our brethren shot 
duwn in the glare of the light thereof, 
while attempting to save a pittance to 
drive starvation not from the doors 
nor the tents, for there were none of 
cither, hut from the famishing hearts 
<*f their social circle— of their wives 
and children. 1 

And again was the aid of the Go- 
verm: nut invoked to quell the so- 
called " Mormon disturbances/ and 
still we see the newspapers teeniing 
with these ami the like epithets — 
" Turbulent Mormons. " li What shall 
be done with these turbulent Mor- 
mons?" is the cry from one end of 
the Union to the other. In the name 
of Heaven what have we clone to excite 
the fears of any People or Government, 
that the sound of war and bb*>d must 
• •torn; illy be kept ringing in our ears ? 
I answer, nothing. It is the same as 
before, in the case of tampering with 
the slaves and Indians, a eertaiu fear- 
fuhiess that if we are not looked to, 
driven, plundered of our homes and 
possessions, slain, and massacred as 
before, we may do something, they 
have not vet, to toy knowledge, defined 
precisely what. 

Have not this people invariably \ 
evinced their friendly feelings, dispo- 
sition, and patriotism towards the go 
vernment by every act and proof 
winch can he given by any people? 

J'ennit me to draw your attention, 
for a moment, to a few facta in relation 


to rais : ng the Battalion for the Mexican 
war, When the storm cloud of perse- 
cution lowered down upon us on every 
side, when every avenue was closed 
against us, our Leaders treacherously 
betrayed and slain by the authorities 
of the Government iu which we lived, 
and no hope of relief could penetrate 
through the thick darkness and gloom 
which surrounded us on every side, 
no voice was raised in our behalf, an 1 
the General Government was silent 
to our appeals. When we had been 
: insulted and abused all the day long, 
by those in authority requiring us to 
give up our arms, and by every other 
act of insult and abuse which the pro- 
lific imagination of our enemies could 
devise to test, as they said, our 
patriotism, which requisitions, be ii. 
known, were always complied with on 
our part; and when wc were ihially 
compelled to ilee, for the preservation 
of our lives and the lives of our wiv s 
and children, to the wilderness ; I ask, 
had we not reason to feel that our 
enemies were in the ascendant ? that 
even the Government, by their silent 
aequiesence, were also in favor of our 
destruction ? Had we not, I ask, 
some reason to consider them all, both 
the people ami the Govern rnent, alike- 
our enemies ? 

And when, in addition to all thw. 
and while fleeing from our enemies, 
another test of fidelity and patriotism 
was contrived by them for our destruc- 
tion, and acquiesced in by the Govern- 
ment, (through the agency of a dis- 
tinguished politician who evidently 
sought, and thought he had planned, 
our overthrow and total annihilation, > 
consisting of a requisition from tlu> 
War Department, to furnish a Rat 
talion of five hundred men to fight 
! under their officers, and for them, in 
the war then existing with Mexico, I 
ask again, could we refrain from con- 
sidering both people and Government 
our most deadly foes ? Look a moment 
at our situation, and the circumstance* 


174 


JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES 


under which this requisition was made. 
We were migrating, we knew not whi- 
ther, except that it was our intention 
to go beyond the reach of our enemies. 
We had no homes, save our wagons 
and tents, and no stores of provisions 
and clothing ; but had to earn our 
daily bread by leaving our families in 
isolated locations for safety, and going 
among our enemies to labor. Were 
we not, even before this cruel requi- 
sition was made, unmercifully borne 
down by oppression and persecution 
past endurance by any other com- 
munity? But under these trying 
circumstances we were required to 
turn out of our travelling camps 500 of 
our most efficient men, leaving the 
old, the young, the women upon the 
hands of the residue, to take care of 
and support ; and in case we refused 
to comply with so unreasonable a re- 
quirement, we were to be deemed 
enemies to the Government, and fit 
only for the slaughter. 

Look also at the proportion of the 
number required of us, compared with 
that of any other portion of the Re- 
public. A requisition of only thirty 
thousand from a population of more 
than twenty millions was all that was 
wanted, and more than was furnished, 
amounting to only one person and a 
half to a thousand inhabitants. If all 
other circumstances had been equal, 
if we could have left our families in the 
enjoyment of peace, quietness, and 
security in the houses from which we 
had been driven, our quota of an 
equitable requisition would not have 
exceeded four persons. Instead of 
this, five hundred must go, thirteen 
thousand per cent above an equal ratio, 
even if all other tbiugs had been equal, 
but under the peculiar circumstances 
in which it was made comparison fails 
to demonstrate, and reason itself tot- 
ters beneath its enormity. And for 
whom were we to fight ? As I have 
already shown, for those that we had 
every reason to believe were our most 


deadly foes. Could the Government 
have expected our compliance there- 
with ? Did they expect it ? Did not 
our enemies believe that we would 
spurn, with becoming resentment and 
indignation, such an unhallowed pro 
position ? And were they not pre- 
pared to make our rejection of it a 
pretext to inflame the Government 
still more against us, and thereby 
accomplish their hellish purposes upon 
an innocent people, in their utter 
extinction ? And how was this pro- 
position received, and how was it re- 
sponded to by this people ? I went 
myself, in company with a few of my 
brethren, between one and two hun- 
dred miles along the several routes of 
travel, stopping at every little camp, 
using our influence to obtain volun 
teers, and on the day appointed for 
the rendezvous the required com- 
pliment was made up ; and this was 
all accomplished in about twenty days 
from the time that the requisition was 
made known. 

Our Battalion went to the scene of 
action, not in easy berths on steam- 
boats, nor with a few months 1 absence, 
but on foot over two thousand miles 
across trackless deserts and barren 
plains, experiencing every degree of 
privation, hardship, and suffering du- 
ring some two years 1 absence before 
they could rejoin their families. Thus 
was our deliverance again effected by 
the interposition of that All- wise 
Beicg who can discern the end from 
the beginning, and overrule the wicked 
intentions of men to promote the ad- 
vancement of His cause upon the 
earth. Thus were we saved from our 
enemies by complying with their, as 
hitherto, unjust and unparalleled ex- 
actions ; again proving our loyalty to 
the Government. 

Here permit me to pay a tribute of 
respect to the memory of Cap tail 
Allen, the bearer of this requisition 
from the Government. He was a 
gentleman full of humane feelings. 
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and, bad he been spared, would 
liave smoothed the path, and made 
easy the performance of this duty, so 
far as laid in his power. His heart 
was wrung with sympathy when he 
saw our situation, and filled with won- 
der when he witnessed the enthusias- 
tic patriotism and ardor which so 
promptly complied with his require- 
ment ; again proving, as we had 
hundreds of times before proved, by 
our acts, that wo were belied by our 
enemies, and that we were as ready, 
and even more so than any other 
inhabitants of the Kepublic, to shoul- 
der the musket, and go forth to fight 
tho battles of our common country, or 
stand i u her defence. History f urnishes 
no parallel, either of the severity and 
injustice of the demand, or in the alac- 
rity, faithfulness, and patriotism with 
which it was answered and complied. 
Thus can we cite instance after 
instance of persons holding legal 
authority, being moved upon, through 
the misrepresentation and influence 
of our enemies, to insult us as a peo- 
ple, by requiring a test of our patriot- 
ism. How long must this state of 
things continue ? So long as the 
people choose to remain in wilful 
ignorance with regard to us ; so long 
as they choose to misinterpret our 
views, misrepresent our feelings, and 
misunderstand our policy. 

To accuse us of being unfriendly 
to the Government, is to accuse us of 
hostility to our religion, for no item 
<jf inspiration is held more sacred with 
us than the Constitution under which 
she acts. As a religious society, we, 
in common with all other denomina- 
tions, claim its protection ; whether 
our people are located in the other 
states or territories, as thousands of 
them are, or in this territory, it is held 
as a shield to protect the dearest boon 
of which man is susceptible — his reli- 
gious views and sentiments. 

The Government of the United 
States bag never engaged in a crusade 


against us as a people, although she 
has remained silent, or refused us, 
when appealed to for redress of griev- 
ances. She has permitted us to be 
driven from our own lands, for which 
she had taken our money, and that 
too with her letters patent in our 
hands, guaranteeing to us peaceable 
possession. She has calmly looked 
on and permitted one of the funda- 
mental and dearest provisions of the 
Constitution to be broken; she has 
permitted us to be driven and tram- 
pled under foot with impunity. Un- 
der these circumstances what course 
is left for us to pursue ? I answer, 
that, instead of seeking to destroy the 
very best government in the world, as 
seems to be the fears of some, wc, like 
all other good citizens, should seek to 
place those men in power who will 
feel the obligations and responsi- 
bilites they are under to a mighty 
people ; who would feel and realize 
the important trusts reposed in them 
by the voice of the people who call them 
to administer law under the solemn 
sanction of an oath of fidelity to that 
heaven inspired instrument, to the in- 
violate preservation of which we look 
for the perpetuity of our free institu- 
tions. 

It should be the aim of all good 
citizens, and it is our intention and 
design as a people, to promote virtue, 
intelligence, and patriotism ; and when 
any person seeks to invade our virtue, 
by sowing the seeds of corruption 
and vice, and, when rebuked therefor, 
assails our rights and patriotism, as 
has universally heretofore been done, 
he exhibits, before this people, his 
own depraved heart. Should not 
those persons who are appointed to 
administer law, observe it themselves ? 
Should not those officers who have 
been sent among us by the United 
States, be an example in point of 
morality, virtue, and good behavior ; 
and do honor to those laws which they 
came here to execute and administer? 
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And shall tbey so far forget tb era- 
selves, as to spend their time in licen- 
tiousness* gambling, and seducing the 
innocent and unsuspecting, and in a 
variety of ways sow the seeds of sin 
and immorality, with impunity, and 
110 man dare utter bis protest I tell 
yon nay. With me, with this peo- 
ple you will have war, if needs be, 
upon this principle* It is incumbent 
upon us to use our influence for the 
preservation of ourselves, our wives, 
our children, our brethren, our bistort, 
and all of our society from the con- 
laminating influence of vice, sin, im- 
morality, and iniquity, let it emanate 
from where it will. If it exists in 
high places, so much the more need of 
rebuking it, for from thence it will do 
the most harm. 

f claim this as a right, as a Con si i- 
tutional right ; I believe it is legal to 
exorcise all the power and influence 
whirh God has given me for the pre- 
servation of virtue, truth, and holi- 
ness; and because we feel sensitive 
upon points such as these, should it 
be construed that we are enemies to 
the Federal Government ? Our his- 
tory proves that for such things we 
have been persecuted even unto death, 
but this deters nie not. I would ra- 
ther have God my friend, and all the 
world enemies, than be a friend with 
the world, and have God my enemy ; 
and in this view of the case the Gov- 
ernment should also be our friends, 
for assuredly in the preservation of 
virtue, morality, and intelligence she 
may look for the perpetuity of her 
free institutions, and tho preservation 
of her liberty- And in the moment 
of her disregard of these principles, 
when wickedness and sin can run riot 
with impunity, and not moral influ- 
ence and force enough bo found in 
the people to check it, and walk it 
under foot, then may she reckon on a 
speedy downfall. When moral obli- 
gations cease to exert an influence, 
and virtue hides its face, and the un* 


blushing effrontery of sin and ftnil 

corruption takes its place, then may 
the nation consider there is danger. 
" When the wicked rule the people 
mourn," 

This then is our position towards 
the Government of the United States, 
and towards the world, to put down 
iniquity, and exalt virtue ; to declare 
the word of God which He revealed 
unto us, and build up His Kingdom 
upon the earth. And, Know all mcn w 
Governments, Nations, Kindreds,. 
Tongues, and People, that this is our 
calling, intention, and design. We 
aim to live our religion, and have 
communion with our God. We aim 
to clear our skirts of the blood of this 
generation 3 by our faithfulness iit 
p read ling the truth of heaven in al 
plainness and simplicity ; and I haver 
often said, and repeat it now, that all 
other considerations of whatever name 
or nature, sink into insignificancy in 
comparison with this. To serve God, 
and keep His command meats, are 
first and foremost with me. If this, 
is higher law, so be it As it is with 
me, go should it be with every depart- 
ment of the Government; for this 
doctrine is based upon the principles 
of virtue and integrity ; with it the Go- 
vernment, her Constitution, and free 
institutions are safe; without it no 
power can avert their speedy destruc- 
tion. It is the life-giving power to 
the government : it is the vitul ele* 
rnent on which she exists and pros- 
pers ; in its absence she sinks to rise 
no more. 

We now proceed to discuss the 
question, daes our faith and practice — 
our holy religion, as we hold and be- 
lieve it — come within the purview of 
the Constitution ; or, in other words, 
is it a religious question over which 
the Constitution throws its protecting 
shield ? It reads, " Congress sltoll 
make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof." Ours is pecu^ 
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liarly a religious establishment ; in it 
are centred all our hopes of salvation, 
honor, glory, and exaltation. In it 
we find our hopes of a resurrection, 
and of a life of immortality in another 
state of existence. By it we are ac- 
tuated in all our business of life, 
through its influence we have preser- 
ved virtue, established truth, and been 
enabled to endure persecution. By 
its influence we have surmounted the 
difficulties of a banishment from the 
abodes of civilization and this world's 
enlightenment, and established our- 
selves in these distant vales, where, 
until we came hither, there was no- 
thing, either in soil, climate, or pro- 
ductions, to attract the notice of even 
tbe adventurous and enterprising ; in 
a country which offered no induce- 
ments worthy of consideration to any 
people but us. And why to us as a 
people? Because here, far distant 
from any white settlements, upon a 
piece of earth not valuable for its 
facilities either for cultivation, navi- 
gation, or commerce, where the whole 
face of the country presented the most 
barren and forbidding aspect, we con- 
sidered we might live and enjoy our 
religion unmolested, and be free from 
the meddlesome interference of any 
person* If our principles and religion 
were obnoxious to any, they were re- 
lieved from our presence, unless they 
chose to follow us. 

If the people of the United States 
do not like our religious institutions, 
they are not compelled to mix in our 
society, or associate with us, or with 
our children. There is nothing here 
to tempt their cupidity, their avarice, 
or their lust. Then let them remain 
at home, or if they wish to roam in 
quest of new locations, there are none 
less desirable than this, for any other 
purpose than the one for which we 
have selected it, not for its intrinsic 
value in a pecuniary point of view, 
but in order that we might enjoy our 
religion in peace, preserve our youth 
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in virtue, and be freed from the 
insults, abuse, and persecution of our 

enemies. 

Why should we have enemies? 
" Why is it," say our objectors, " that 
you cannot mingle and mix in society 
like other religious denominations?'* 
It has been'seen that the people would 
not permit us to dwell in their midst 
in peace- We have been universally 
driven by illegal force, by mobs, mur- 
derers, and assassins, as unworthy of 
having a place amongst the abodes of 
civilized man, until, as a last resort, 
we found peace in these distant val- 
leys. It is because our religion is the 
only true one. It is because we have 
the only true authority, upon the face 
of the whole earth, to administer in 
the ordinances of the Gospel. It is 
because the keys of this dispensation 
were committed by messengers sent 
from the Celestial world unto Joseph 
Smith, and are now held on the earth 
by this people. It is because Christ 
and Lucifer are enemies, and cannot 
be made friends ; and Lucifer, knott- 
ing that we have this Priesthood, this 
power, this authority, seeks our over- 
throw, 

I am aware that these answers in- 
volve the truth of our principles, the 
divine appointment of Joseph Smith 
the divine authenticity of the Book of 
Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, 
&c, ; but this subject I leave for your 
consideration and investigation, with 
this simple declaration, that whether 
our religion is believed by any other 
people or not, it is by us, and no 
power or authority in the government 
can lawfully or righteously molest us 
in the peaceable and quiet enjoyment 
thereof. It cannot be done without 
law, and surely the government hare 
no right to make any law concerning 
it, or to prevent the free exercise 
thereof. 

Why should tests of patriotism to 
the government be required of this 
people, more than of any other com- 
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munity in the States and Territories ? 
Would it not be considered insulting 
and abusive iu the highest degree, by 
any other community in the govern- 
ment, to be thus subjected and humili- 
ated ? Cannot the people and govern- 
ment perceive in us, as a people, in* 
dustry, sobriety, order, and well regu- 
lated society ; also a general diffusion 
of knowledge and dissemination of 
moral principle? And do they not 
know that these are the unmistakable 
signs and fruits of virtue, truth, love 
of our country, and high regard for 
her institutions? And do not such 
views, feelings, practice^ and princi- 
ples emanate from a pure and unde- 
rlet! religion, a high sense of faith, 
practice, and obligation unto Christ 
our Lord, and his revealed will unto 
us? 

Does our doctrine, containing such 
views, sentiments, and practices, and 
exercising so genial an influence upon 
society ; or in other words, does our 
religion disqualify us from being faith- 
ful, good, and patriotic citizens of the 
American government? Have the 
American people so far gone astray, 
and wandered from the light and 
power of the Gospel, that they cannot 
understand, recognize, and appreciate 
the savory element of religious in- 
fluence, high tone of morality, and ex- 
emplary practice of virtuous and holy 
principles ? If so, then indeed have 
the degenerate sons of worthy and 
patriotic sires well nigh spent their 
substance, and are preparing to sub- 
sist on husks, with swine. If so, then 
does the moral dearth well nigh be- 
token a famine far exceeding the 
scorching drought, wasting pestilence, 
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and direful calamities of 1854. If 
so, then will the government, like the 
storm-driven bark, soon dash to atoms, 
having neither rudder to guide, nor 
calibre to withstand, the angry surging 
of the tempestuous waves- 

In the sincere observances of the 
principles of true religion and virtue, 
we recogniza the base, the only sure 
foundation of enlightened society and 
well-established government In truth 
and by virtue of divine appointment 
we combat error, and seek to rend 
asunder the vail of darkness envelop- 
ing the human race. 

In the progress of the age in which 
we live, we discern the fulfilment of 
prophecy, and the preparation for the 
second coming of our Lord and Sa- 
vior to dwell upon the earth. We 
expect that the refuge of lies will be 
swept away, and that city, nation, 
government, or kiugdom which serves 
not God, and gives no heed to the 
principles of truth and religion, will 
be utterly wasted away and destroyed. 

The word has gone forth from the 
Almighty, and will not return unto 
Him void. It becomes us, therefore, 
one and all, to have on our wedding 
garments, to have our lamps trimmed 
j and burning, well filled with oil, lest 
we also be taken unawares, and share 
the fate of the foolish virgins. 

May the Lord bless us with the in- 
spiration of His Holy Spirit, that our 
minds may be enlightened, our under- 
standings enlarged and strengthened ; 
and may His grace, wisdom, and intel- 
ligence be given unto us for our pre- 
servation and *sanctification according 
to our day and generation, for the 
Redeemer's sake. Amen, 
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THE PRIESTHOOD* AND SATAN— THE CONSTITUTION AND GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE UNITED STATES — EIGHTS AND POLICY OF THE 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS, 

A Discourse by President Brigkam Young, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt 

Lake City, Feb. 13, 1853, 


A portion of this congregation have 
been brought up in America, and are 
more err less acquainted with the Con* 
stitution, with the Constitutional rights 
of the people, with the institutions of 
the country, with the State govern- 
ments, laws, &c, ; and if they have 
paid particular attention, and have 
heard brother Bullock read my writ- 
ten discourse, so that they could un- 
derstand it t they know whether their 
minds, feelings, and judgments coin- 
cide with mine, upon the views that 
have just been presented. 

For one, I can say they are true ; 
they are the sentiments of this peo- 
ple, so far as they are acquainted with 
the principles of the government of 
the United States ; though a part of 
our present community have not been 
reared under the benign influences of 
the institutions of our parent govern- 
ment. But as far as they understand, 
1 will venture to say that these are 
the sentiments of all the Latter-day 
Saints. 

In my conversation, I shall talk 
and act as I please* Still I am al- 
ways aware, when speaking in public, 
that there are those present who are 
disposed to find fault with this peo- 
ple, and to try to raise a prejudice 
against them ; and they will pick up 
isolated words and sentences, and put 
them together to suit themselves, and 
send forth a garbled version to preju- 
dice the world against us. Such a 
course I neTer care anything about ; 


for I have frequently said, spoken 
words are but wind, and when they 
are spoken are gone ; consequently I 
take liberties in speaking which I do 
not allow when I commit my senti- 
ments to writing. 

The "discourse that has just been 
read, pointing out the path this peo- 
ple have walked in, is merely a brief 
summary of our experience, of what 
we have borne, and of what we be- 
lieve. 

Before the Book of Mormon was 
printed, and immediately after Joseph 
Smith obtained the plates, and the re- 
velations he received concerning this 
record being the record of the Ne- 
phites, and of the Lamanites, who are 
the fathers of the present aborigines 
of our country, and in which the 
Lord told him that He was about to 
set to His hand the second time to 
gather Israel, the war commenced 
against him ; this was long before the 
book was printed. I will now tell 
you all a secrtft, although it has al- 
ready been read to you; it is this, 
Christ and Belial are not friends, they 
are enemies. We ask where Christ s 
Church is. My conclusive answer 
is, if the Latter-day Saints do not con- 
stitute the Kingdom of God on the 
earth, the Church of Jesus Christ, it 
is no where to be found upon it. It 
is easily proved by the Scriptures that 
no other church, professing to believe 
in the Old and New Testament, bears 
hardly a resemblance to the ancient 
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doctrines of the Lord Jesus. 

So far as morality goes, in many in- 
stances I have no complaints to malte. 
Thousands and millions of people live 
according to the best light they have, 
hut the Holy Priesthood is not on the 
earth, unless the Latter-day Saints 
have it. It is the Priesthood again 
given to the children of men — shall I 
say it out? [*' Yes.' 1 ] That raises 
the devil, and makes all hell angry ; 
and the servants of the devil will run 
to pud fro, and publish his lies about 
Christ and his Church on the earth. 
They are not angry with me or with 
you ; and the professors of Christiani- 
ty, the priests, are not angry with us, 
but they are filled with wrath and in- 
dignation with themselves, and with 
the Almighty. Why are they angry ? 
Because they are men, and like other 
men. If a man sees his house about 
to fall, if he sees something or other 
continually gnawing, and gnawing, 
and picking, and operating upon the 
foundation, and discovers that by and 
bye his house must fall, perhaps when 
he is asleep, or when he is gone from 
home, and destroy his women and 
children, he is all the time worried, 
and in a stew ; all the time watching 


in Universal ism, and, while walking 
among his cattle, and musing over his 
doctrine, stepped up to a favorite ox f 
and said to himself, 14 1 believe tho 
doctrine of the Universalists, but, old 
Bright, as well as I love you, I would 
willingly give you if I knew it was 
true/' You find a man who does not 
believe in any religious doctrines, who 
does not believe in a future existence* 
and what dots he care about '* Mor- 
monism ?" Nothing at all. 

Who is it that stirs up the devil all 
the time? Those sanctified hypo- 
crites, those old sectarians, who profess 
so much sanctity, and so much reli- 
gion. They see that their old favor- 
ite dwelling is crumbling to the dust, 
never to be rebuilt again before 'Olor- 
monism M will triumph. That is what 
stirs up all the mischief. It wns 
priests who first persecuted Joseph 
Smith. I will here relate a few of 
the circumstances which I personally 
knew concerning the coming forth of 
the plates, from a part of which the 
Book of Mormon was translated, 
This fact may be new to several, but 
I had a personal knowledge with re- 
gard to many of those circumstances* 
I well knew a man who, to get the 
plates, rode over 


sixty miles three 
times the same season they were ob- 


with a fearful looking for the time 
when it wilt crumble to pieces. This 
is the difficulty with the professing tained by Joseph Smith. About the 
Christian world. Is it so with the : timeof their being delivered to Jose nh 


Iniidel? No, he does not care any- 
thing about the matter; but those 
sweet, loving, blessed Christians, the 
priest in the pulpit, and the deacon 
under it, and the sage followers of 
their own nonsense and the traditions 
of their fathers are the ones who are 


by the angel, the friends of this man. 
sent for him, and informed him that 
they were going to lose that treasure, 
though they did not know what it 
svas. The man I refer to wets a for- 
tune-teller, a necromancer, an astro- 
loger, a soothsayer, and possessed as 


at war with the Eternal Priesthood of , much talent as any man that walked 


God, 

The Universalists say that we are 
all going to heaven in a heap together, 
and if they believe their religion they 
do not trouble themselves about 
" Monnonism." Though I confess 
that I think the most of them are like 


on the American soil, and was one of 
the wickedest men 1 ever saw. Tho 
last time he went to obtain the trea- 
sure he knew where it was, and told 
where it was, but did not know its 
value. Allow me to tell you that a 
Baptist deacon and others of Joseph's 
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neighbors were the very men who sent 
for this necromancer the last time he 
vent for the treasure, I never heard 
a man who could swear like that as- 
trologer ; he swore scientifically , by 
rule, by note. To those who love 
6 wearing, it was musical to hear him, 
but not so to ine, for I would leave his 
presence. He would call Joseph 
everything that was bad, and say, " I 
believe he will get the treasure after 
all," He did get it, and the war com- 
menced directly. 

Yv hen Joseph obtained the treasure, 
the priests, the deacons, and religion- 
ists of every grade, went hand in hand 
with the fortune-teller, and with every 
wicked person, to get it out of his 
hands, and, to accomplish this, a part 
of them came out and persecuted 
him. 

Ours is professedly a Christian na- 
, tion, and those who profess to be 
Christians should be so in very deed ; 
if they were, they would not hesitate to 
have a good man and a Christian preside 
over them. As much as is said against 
Christians sitting in the Presidential 
chair of the government, they are the 
only suitable persons to rule, and 
should bo taught of the Lord by 
dreams and visions. But after all the 
hue and cry about " Church and 
State," there has not been a President, 
nor a Governor, in our day, but what 
has been controlled, more or less, by 
priests who deny revelation, believe 
not in visions, and receive not the 
ministration of angels. Presidents, 
Governors, Members of the Cabinet 
and of Congress are more or less con- 
trolled either by the priests, or by a 
traditionary religious iniluence ; and 
at the same time nearly all of them 
will turn round and curse the priests, 
and curse religion to the lowest hell, 
while they are governed and controlled 
l>y it. The false religion that is in 
the world, is what raises this "hue 
and cry," misguides the people, and 
opposes itself against the Kingdom of 
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God on the earth. Now if we would 
only fall in with the wicked all would 
be right, and then no person would 
wish to persecute us. 

I will mention a few sayings and 
doings that transpired in Missouri* 
when they had Joseph and many 
others in prison. Old General Clark 
had discretionary power, from Gover- 
nor Boggs, to kill man, woman, and 
child, or to spare the women and chil- 
dren, or distribute the whole com- 
munity of the Saints among the other 
inhabitants, just as he pleased. The 
cause of this was laid to *' Mormon 
disturbances, 1 ' " Mormon troubles ; '* 
though the u Mormons " had not been 
out of their own county, for they own* 
ed nearly all the county where they 
lived, and they did not go beyond their 
own boundaries except upon lawful and 
necessary business. We had given 
up our arms, by tjieir request, to prove 
our loyalty to the government, and 
then many of them said, " Js r ow, God 
damn you, we will shoot you ; " and 
some of the Saints were killed after 
they had surrendered their arms, in 
faithful compliance with the requi- 
sition. 

The starting point of our persecu- 
tions there arose by our enemies set- 
ting fire to their own houses, and swear- 
ing that they were burnt out and driven 
by the "Mormons/* This I know, 
for it came under my own observation*. 
When General Clark came into Far 
West with his army, he sent George 
M, Hinkle, the apostate, to call out 
the remainder of the brethren on to 
the public square, and when they were 
assembled he surrounded them with 
his men, and said, " Gentlemen, I 
have discretionary power in my hands* 
and I will now tell you what we de- 
sire. We wish one to go home with 
this man, and another with that man, 
and take your wives and children with 
you, and distribute yourselves through 
the State, You are the best mechan- 
ics and the most industrious peopla 
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■we have ; and you have accomplished 
more here in two years, than our old 
settlers have in twelve. We wish you 
to live with us. Why cannot you as- 
sociate with us? I want you to 
scatter among our people, and give up 
your religion, and Prophet, for I will 
tell you now, in the beginning, you 
will never see your Prophet, Joseph 
Smith, again." (Said I to myself, * That 
is a falsehood;') 11 Only mingle with 
us, and give up your Prophet, your 
Apostles, and your assembling your- 
selves together, and we wish you to 
stay with us, for you are the best 
citizens in the State. 1 ' I thought 
that these expressions did not corres- 
pond well with many of his remarks, 
and being determined not to give up 
my religion, I at once concluded that 
he might go to hell, and I would 
leave the State; and so I did, with 
the balance of the Latter-day Saints, 
as they had previously killed many. 

Brethren and sisters, our friends 
wish to know our feelings towards the 
Government. I answer, they are first- 
rate, and we will prove it too, as you 
will see if you only live long enough, 
for that we shall live to prove it is 
certain ; and when the Constitution of 
the United States hangs, as it were,- 
upon a single thread, they will have to 
call for the " Mormon " Elders to save 
it from utter destruction; and they 
will step forth and do it* 

We love the Constitution of our 
country; it is all we could ask; 
though in some few instances there 
might be some amendments made 
which would better it. We love the 
Federal Government, and the laws of 
Congress. There is nothing in those 
laws that in the least militates against 
us, not even to our excluding com- 
mon law from this Territory. I can 
inform our lawyers who plead at the 
bar here, that the Congress of the 
United States have passed laws giving 
us the privilege of excluding common 
law at our pleasure, and that too with- 


out any violation of the Constitution, 
or general statutes. They have also 
given us privilege to stop drunkenness, 
swearing, and gambling, and to pre- 
vent horse-racing, and to punish men 
for hurting and robbing each other. 
The Constitution of the United States, 
and the whole Federal Government, in 
their acts, have given us this privilege. 

Now I will tell you one thing that I 
am opposed to, and that this people 
are opposed to ; it is to a man s coming 
here as an officer, with a bit of sheep's 
skin in his pocket having some great 
man's name to it, and beginning to 
set up his rules of discipline for the 
people, and saying, "lam a gentleman, 
I am a high minded gentleman ; can you 
tell me where I can find a woman to 
sleep with me to-night ? " and setting 
up gambling shops, and drinking, and 
carousing, and stirring up strife, and 
hatching up law-suits; hunting out 
disaffected spirits, and then lecturing 
the people on morality, wishing them 
to become like other communities, 
and saying to Mrs. Such-a-one or 
Miss Such-a-one, M Won't you ride 
with me — won't you take a sleigh 
ride to-night with me? I am a 
high-minded gentleman/ A prudent 
father, or husband, says, 11 Come home 
here ; this is your place ; you have no 
business with strangers," What is 
the result of this ? Why, from most 
of the high-minded gentlemen, you 

God damn the Mormons, 


can hear, 

they are opposed to the Federal Gov- 
ernment, because they will not let us 
sleep with their wives and daughters." 
I am opposed to such men, and am 
after them with the barbed arrows of 
the Almighty. To what extent? 
Let them intrude upon the chastity 
of my family, and, so help me God, I 
will use them up. [All the congrega- 
tion said, " Amen."] Such characters 
may cry, " Aliens, aliens; the Mor- 
mons are all hostile to the govern- 
ment/' and they may cry it until 
they are in hell. 
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As I have already stated, the Presi- 
dent of the United States should be a 
perfect pat tern for all the people to walk 
after ; so also should the Vice-Presi- 
dent, the members of the Cabinet, 
and of Congress, the Governors of 
States and Territories, and in fine, all 
the officers in the Government, be 
patterns for the people to imitate. 
But what do you find among the lea- 
ders of the people? Almost every- 
thing but an upright example. 

Corrupt men cannot walk these 
streets with impunity, and if that is 
alienism to the Government, amen to 
it. The Constitution of the United 
States we sustain all the day long, 
and it will sustain and shield us, 
while the men who say we are aliens, 
and cry out " Mormon disturbance," 
will go to hell. There have been 
officers here who were not fit to live 
in our midst, and they ran home, and 
raised the cry, *OIormou disturb- 
ances," " Mormon rebellion," " Mor- 
mon war," and, " Treasoners ;" but 
their day is over. 

When a man professes to be my 
friend, and the friend of this people, 
he will take my counsel, instead of 
stirring up strife, and practising ini- 
quity. I dislike the wilfully corrupt, 
and by and bye I will come out thun- 
der-like, as I. have done upon others 
when practising iniquity ; and as ] 
did upon a certain individual when 
he made his glorious speech, and 
insulted this people, from the highest 
to the lowest. I chastised him, and 
he ran oif and reported as my say- 
ings those which I did not say. 
It was told him, while he was 
on the plains, that President Zach- 
ary Taylor was dead and damned, 
and it has gone through the States, 
from side to side, that I said so* It 
was first given out that the "Mor- 
mons " said so, and then that Brig- 
ham said so ; well, I backed it up, be- 
cause I knew it was true* I have 
just as good a right to say that Presi- 


dent Taylor is in hell, as to say that an 
other miserable sinner is there; AY ' 
he any more than flesh and blood ? 
I have as good a right to canvass him 
in a religious point of view, as I have 
to canvass the peasant upon the dung- 
hill. He has gone there, and so have 
many others ; and the Lord Almighty 
is removing the bitter branches, 
foretold in the Book of Mormon, 

The newspapers are teeming with 
statements that I said, " President 
Pierce and all hell could not remov 
me from office." I will tell you what 
I did say, and what I now say ; the 
Lord reigns and rules in the armies 
of the heavens, and does His pleasure 
among the inhabitants of the earth. 
He sets up a kingdom here, and pulls 
down another there, at His pleasure. 
He walks in the midst of the people, 
and they know it not. He makes 
Kings, Presidents, and Governors at 
His pleasure ; hence I conclude that I 
shall ba Governor of Utah Territory, 
just as long as He wants me to be ; 
and for that time, neither the Presi- 
dent of the United States, nor any 
other power, can prevent it. Then, 
brethren and sisters, be not wor- 
ried about my being dismissed from 
office ; for when the President ap- 
points another man to be Govenor of 
Utah Territory, you may acknowledge 
that the Lord has done it, for we 
should acknowledge His band in all 
things. 

All people are in the hands of the 
Almighty, and He governs and con- 
trols them, though they cannot per- 
ceive, neither do they acknowledge, 
His hand j- work. He exalts the Pre- 
sident to be the head of the nation, 
and places kings upon their thrones. 
There is »ot a man that escapes His 
cognizance, and He brings forth His 
purposes in the latter days. I can 
tell you something more, brethren 
and sisters, and friends, and the 
United States, and all the world ; the 
Lord Almighty will not suffer Hi ? 
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Priesthood to be again driven from 
the earth, even should He permit the 
bricked to kill and destroy this people. 
The Government of the United States 
and all the kings of the world mav 
go to war with us, hut God will pre- 
serve a portion of the meek and hum- 
ble of this people to bear off the 
Kingdom to the inhabitants of the , 
earth, and will defend His Priesthood ; 
for it is the last time, the last gather- 
ing time ; and He will not suffer the 
Priesthood to be again driven from 
the earth. They may massacre men, 
women, and children ; but the Lor J 
will not suffer them to destroy the 
Priesthood; and I say to the Saints, 
that, if they will truly practise their 
religion, they will live, and not be cut off 
* 4 There is a spirit in man : and the 
inspiration of the Almighty giveth 
them understanding," and many who 
do not hold the Priesthood have ideas 1 
which are really true, yet they are not 
always certain whether they are true 
or not. The cogitations, concerning 
this people, of men upon their beds, 
of the President of the United States, 
of the members of Congress, and of 
the rulers of different nations, when 
they meditate upon the condition of 
the world, and their final exit from 
this stage of action, are that there is 
no evil in the Latter-day Saints. 
And I tell you, in the name of the 
God of Israel, that their secret reflec- 
tions tell them this, unless they are 
so far depraved by wickedness that 
the Spirit of the Lord lias ceased 
to strive with them. But as soon as 1 
they engage in the turmoil of their j 
daily duties, the hue and cry that 
" the Mormons are about to do this 
and that,*' attracts their attention. 
Formerly the rumor was that " they 
■ were agoing to tamper with the 
slaves,* 1 when we had never thought of 
such a thing. The seed of Ham, 
which is the seed of Caiu descending 
through Ham, will, according to the 
curse pat upon him, serve his breth* 1 


ren, and be a " servant of servants " 
to his fellow-creatures, until God re- 
moves the curse ; and no power can 
hinder it. These are my views upon 
slaver v. I will here sav a little more 
upon this point. The conduct of the 
whites towards the slaves will, in 
many cases, send both slave and mas- 
i ter to hell. This statement comprises^ 
much in a few words. The blacks 
should be used like servants, and not 
like brutes, but they must serve. It 
I is their privilege to live so as to enjoy 
many of the blessings which attend 
obedience to the first principles of the 
Gospel, though they are not entitled 
to the Priesthood, 

But to proceed ; the principal evil 
is in the rulers, or those who profess 
to I><? rulers, and in the dispensers of 
the law, and not the Constitution, it 
is pure. Even those who have evil in 
their hearts, when they contemplate 
tbe powers that be, as now exhibited 
before their eyes, when they think of 
them upon their beds, and in their 
most sober reflections, are beginning 
to realize that God is visiting the 
earth, that the Latter-day Saints are 
not as bad a people as they are repre- 
sented to be by their enemies, that 
they are not disposed to be hostile to 
the Government, and that they are a 
good people. Many who occasionally 
reflect calmly are beginning to realize 
that we have something which they 
know but little about, and to wish that 
they understood it. When they cast 
off these reflections fear comes upoa 
them, because the cry, from one end 
of the Union to the other, is that "the 
Mormons are agoing to do something." 
What was said in Nauvoo? 41 Let 
Joe Smith and the Mormons alone, 
and it will be but a little time before 
they control the election of this State; 
and the man that Joe Smith says 
shall be Governor, so will he ba ; and 
the men whom he savs shall be Ke- 
presentativis, so shall they be ; and 
we will not bear it." 
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It was the priest in the pulpit thorn- 
ing the politician, and gouging under- 
neath, saying, "Don't you bear it; " 
and this because the priest could not 
bear to stand up in the pulpit and 
own liis shame for vindicating a false 
religion, for our Elders could silence 
every one of them, and crimson their 
faces Kith shame- Hence their words 
and determinations were and are, "We 
wll kill the Mormons; 1 ' and th© 
priests were pinching the " Mormons * 
iYora behind the politicians. How 
long would it have been before the 
-whole election of Illinois would have 
been controlled by the Latter-day 
Saints ? Our enemies saw this, and 
the devil knew it, and was mad, and 
determined to remove us. He did so, 
and I thank God for it. The priests 
and the politicians could discern that 
* Mormonism n was gathering to its 
banner its thousands and tens of thou- 
sands, and that it would be but a very 
short time ere the State would bo go- 
verned entirely by the Latter day 
Saints. The whole election would 
lave been controlled by them, if we 
had not come out, and forbidden our 
people to vote. We had to do this, , 
or control the ballot box. 

They succeeded in killing Joseph 
Smith and Hyrum his brother, and in 
driving us to these Valleys. Now, we 
are here, and what are they afraid of? 
I will tell you, they are afraid that we 
shall become independent of them. 

The relation between us and the 
Government may be likened to a man 
having twelve sons, and all the elder 
sous pitch upon the younger one, as 
Joseph's brethren of old did upon him. 
They persecuted him, and lied to their 
father about him, and tried to alienate 
the feelings of the old man from him, 
and succeeded in a measure in estran- 
ging the feelings of the father from the 
young child. So it is with the Gene- 
ral Government and us. We have 
plead time and time again, and will 
plead, saying, " Spare us, love us; we 
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mean to be one of the best boys you 
have got ; be kind to us, and if you 
chasten us, it may be said that we 
have kissed the rod and reverenced 
the hand that gave it, and tried again : 
but be merciful to us, for do you not 
see that we are a dutiful child ? " 
But no, Tom, Bill, Dick, Harry, and 
the rest of the boys are eternally run- 
ning to the old man with lies in their 
mouths, and he will chastise little Jo- 
seph. And though the old fellow has 
not come out in open war upon him* 
and arrayed the force and arms of the 
Government to kill the boy, yet he 
sleeps in his chair, and dreams it over, 
and talks in his sleep, saying, * 4 Go it, 
boys; go it, boys; we will not say any- 
thing here," And Tom, Bill, Dick, 
&c, commence pounding on to little 
Joseph ; and the old man is dozing in 
his chair, saying, " Go it, boys." 
What will become of this little Joseph? 
I will tell you. We are a child of the 
Government, one of the youngest chil- 
dren, and wo cling to our parent, and 
desire to be reckoned in the family, 
and to hail our brethren as brethren, 
and be numbered among them either 
in a Territorial or State capacity. 
What next ? The cry is raised by the 
older boys that u it never will do to 
admit this younger child into the 
Union, he is an alien, and we must 
exclude him." * I will tell you what 
this will amount to, they will pound 
and abuse little Joseph until his af- 
fections are entirely weaned from his 
parent, and from his brethren, and he 
becomes an independent boy. Who 
will cause this, the '* Mormons ? " 
No, the elder brethren will do it. 
They will urge on their hostility 
against little Joseph until he is driven 
into Egypt for succor. Well, if this 
is not Egypt enough, where will you 
find it ? 

M What is agoing to be done with 
these turbulent Mormons, these out- 
rageous Mormons ? " I will tell you 
what might be done, and what ought 
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to be done* The Government of the 
United {States, and the Presidents of 
the United States ought to treat the re- 
ligion of the Latter-day Saints as they 
doMethodism, Presbyterianism, Quak- 
erism, Shakerism, and many other 
isms, and say, u Here, I wish you to 
hold your tongues about the Mormons, 
for they have just as good a right to 
their religion as you have to yours.' 1 
And when the people petition for this 
or that (as the right of petition should 
never be denied), it is the duty of 
those who are addressed to hearken 
to the petitions of the people, and to 
let the in have officers of their own 
choice, for the appointing power is 
elected by the voice of the people, 
and the mass of the people hold the 
reins of government in their hands. 
Then let the people carry out those 
principles they have adopted and pro- 
fess to abide by, and when we wish 
for a Governor, or a Judge, or any 
other appointed officer, let us have 
the men we prefer, and not those who 
will run away and report falsehoods 

about us. 

Many of the Battalion boys are here 
to-day, who walked over the plains and 
deserts ; they know what they have 1 
endured. They left their fathers, 
mothers, and children on the prairie, 
and some of them they have never 
since seen, and will mot in this time, 
for thev sleep in the silent grave. 
They suffered all this in fighting for 
the country that had cast them out ! 

Do I love murderers and mobocrats 
as I do good men ? No, Do I pray 
for them ? Yes, that the Lord would 
judge them out of their own mouths, 
and that speedily* 

We plead all the time to be let 
alone, and to be permitted to live in 
peace, and not to be whipped and 
abused without cause, for we are 
" flesh of your flesh, and bone of your 
bone ; n then why not let us enjoy our 
piece of cake, as we let you enjoy 
yours ? For this we plead, and plead, 
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and plead continually, but " Xo/'say 
they, " we will chastise you because we 
have the power to do it ; we will whip 
you because we are stronger than you. 1 * 

I will take the Government of the s 
United States, and the laws of Mis- 
souri and Illinois, from the year l*3;i 
to 1845, and if they had been carried 
out according to their letter and spi- 
rit, they would have strung up the 
murderers and mobocrats who ille- 
gally and unrighteously killed, plun- 
dered, harassed, and expelled us. I 
will tell you how much I love those 
characters"! If they had any respect 
to their own welfare, they would come 
forth and say, whether Joseph Smith 
was a Prophet or not, " We shed his 
blood, and now let us atone for it ; 
and they would be willing to have 
I their heads chopped off, that their 
blood might run upon the ground » 
and the smoke of it rise before tho 
Lord as an incense for their sins. I 
love them that much* But if the Lord 
wishes them to live and foam out their 
sins before all men and women, it is 
all right, I care not where they go, or 

what they do, 

I have but one fear concerning this 
people in the Valleys of the Moun- 
tains, I have but one trembling sen- 
sation in the nerves of my spirit, and 
that is, lest we do not live the religion 
we profess. If to ^ill only practise 
what we profess, I tell you we are at 
the defiance of all hell. But if we 
transgress the law God has given us, 
and trample His mercies, blessings, 
and ordinances under our feet* and 
treat them with the indifference which 
1 1 have thought that some occasionally 
do, not fully realizing the obligations 
i that they are under to their God, I 
have feared that in consequence they 
would be overcome, and that the Lord 
would let them be scattered and smit- 
' ten. But only let them live their re- 
ligion, and I have no more fears with 
! regard to their being driven, and with 
j regard to their enemies having powei 
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over them, than I have with regard to 
these mountains being blown over up- 
on this city. I am willing to fight, 
or to go ; to run, or to stay ; or to do 
anything else that the Lord Almighty 
requires of me for His Kingdom's sake, 
and then to lay down my life for His 
cause. But I swear by the Gods of 
eternity that I will not suffer men in 
our streets, and in our houses, to cor- 
rupt this people and overthrow them, 
the Lord and good men being my 
helpers, ; 

To whom do I allude, but to those 
who wish to destroy this people ? Not 
one, I am not opposed to any man or 
set of men who are here, there, yon- 
der, or anywhere else, but I am op- 
posed to wickedness and vice, where- 
ever they may be found in the whole 
earth ; I am opposed to unrighteous- 
ness, and I always intend to be. I 

I prefer to remark upon * objects as , 
they present themselves to my mind ; 
though I might prepare a course of 
lectures, and confine myself to given 
subjects, as I have often done; but 
when I am in this stand I hoist the 
gate and let the flood run, not caring 
which way it goes, or how. 

What happened when I chastised 
a runaway officer ? I did not say one 
rash word to him, nor chastise him 
half as much as he deserved ; but I 
told him what he was, and how he 
looked to me ; what he was sent here 
for, and what he should be, if he mag- 
nified his office. Before the meeting 
was out tho word was, " O ! we are 
agoing to be driven ; here is a mob 
cuming." Said I, " Get out of my 
way, or I will kick you out ; what are j 
you afraid of ? " " ! of the Govern- 
- merit of the United States ? " I re- 
plied, " Let me die and go to my Fa- 
ther in heaven, before I stoop to that 
abominable wickedness ; I never will 
stoop to it, so help me God/* Wlfat j 
was the result of the course I then 
took ? He was chastened, and our I 
Chief Justice who is now her* told 


him in Washington, that he was chas- 
tened for his own iniquity, and said 
! toTiim, ** I expect they did not chas- 
tise you half enough/ 1 Do you sup- 
pose that I am agoing to crouch down, 
j and suffer this people to bow down 
continually to the rod of corruption ? 
No. Come on with your knives, your 
swords, and your faggots of fire, and 
1 destroy the whole of us, rather than 
; we will forsake our religion. Whether 
it is true or false is none of your busi- 
ness ; whether the doctrine of plurality 
of wives is true or false is none of your 
business. We have as good a right 
to adopt tenets in our religion as tho 
Church of England, or the Methodists, 
or Baptists, or any other denomination 
have to in theirs. Our doctrine is a 
Bible doctrine, a patriarchal doctrine* 
and is the doctrine of the Gods of 
eternity, and of the heavens, and was 
revealed to our fathers on the earth, 
and will save the world at last, and 
bring us into Abraham s bosom, if wo 
ever get there* Are the officers of 
the Government the judges of our re- 
ligion ? It is none of their business 
whether it is true or false. I know 
whether it is true or not, and that is 
enough for me ; you know, brethren 
and sisters, and that is enough for 
you, If they do not believe it, we do 
not trouble them with it. We say 
that we will meet you as friends, and 
as neighbors, as 44 flesh of our flesh, 
and bone of our bone," but not, as tho 
world meet you, upon the platform of 
corruption and iniquity. We are not 
there, neither will we meet you there; 
but we will hail you as friends, and as 
brethren, pertaining to the citizenship 
of the Government; so we hail the 
officers who are now with us. And if 
the gallant gentleman who is now in 
our midst had received the commission 
of Governor of this Territory, as was 
reported, and had accepted it, I would 
have taken off my hat and honored 
the appointment ; and this people 
would have been just as passive and 
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submissive to Mm as ever they could 
be to me. That I will warrant aud ! 
vouch for. If they wish to senll a 
Governor hero, and he is a gentleman, 
like the one I have referred to, every 
heart would say, " Thank God, we 
have a man to stand at our head iu a 
gubernatorial capacity ; a man who 
lias got a good heart, and is willing 
that we should enjoy the federal rights 
of the Constitution as well as himself." 
I am with all such men, heart and 
hand. But for a man to come here 
and infringe upon my individual rights 
and privileges, and upon those of my 
brethren* will never meet my sanction, 
and I will scourge such a one until 
he leaves ; I am after him. But I will 
eay, to the praise of the gallant gentle- 
man referred to, if there was going to 
be a gentleman called upon to be our 
Governor, there is not a man, out of 
the Kingdom of God, that I would 
listen to sooner, and feel more confi- 
dence and cordiality towards, than to 
him. I wish this meed of praise 
could be awarded to every officer in 
the Government, but it cannot. We 
have some of the most corrupt, damn- 
able, mean curses here that ever 
disgraced the earth ; some who even 
wish to carry the holy sanctuary in 
one hand, and a jug full of whisky in 
the other, and follow a whore and have 
a saint trail behind them to hold up 
their garments to prevent their drab- 
bling. They are like the pilot fish to 
the shark, serving to lead him to his 
victim. I despise them ; and so does 
every good man. Show your colors, 
gentlemen, and let us know what and 
who vou are, as I do, that all the earth 
mav see and hear. 

Have I any feelings against the 
man who has a true heart for consti- 
tutional rights? I have nothing but 
love and good feelings for all such. 
What have I for the sinner, the hypo- 
crite, the unbeliever, the ungodly, the 
liar, the sorcerer, the whoremonger, 
■and the adulterer? I have nothing 
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but chastisement for them, until they 
repent of their wicked ways, and turn 
to God and find mercy. This is ac- 
cording to my priestly office, I inform- 
ed you, in my discourse that has just 
been read, that my religion is first and 
foremost with me, and I will send it 
to all the earth, to President Pierce, 
whether he retains me as Governor of 
Utah Territory or not ; and, whether I 
should be President of the United 
States, or King of Great Britain, or 
Monarch of all the world, my religion 
and my God are first and foremost 
with me. My kingship, my president- 
ship, and all shall bow to that eternal 
Priesthood which God has bestowed 
upon me. I have been Governor of 
this Territory ever since it has had 
one, and in all my official transactions 
I have acted in accordance with the 
Priesthood. I never will infringe 
upon it with anything I may operate 
in in any office ; let them all go by 
the board, before I will be brought 
into a situation that will cause me to 
infringe upon my Priesthood. In all 
my doings as an Elder of Israel, as 
holding the keys of the Priesthood to 
this generation, if I continue to be the 
Governor of this Territory, I shall 
magnify my office by my Priesthood. 
No matter what my Priesthood and 
calling are, all must bow to my God, 
and to His commandments. Have I 
been obliged to violate any law ? No. 
The Priesthood assists me to honor, 
to preserve, to see, and understand the 
welfare of the Government I am act- 
ing for, and enables me so to do a 
thousand times more effectually than 
I could if I had not this Priesthood ; 
and if any one can produce documents 
to prove that any Governor has mag- 
nified his office better than I have, 
let him bring them forth, 
i Jn the free and independent govern- 
ment of the United States, who in 
the eyes of the Almighty ought to 
have the privilege of sitting in the 
Presidential chair, to be countenanced, 


adored, loved, and reverenced in his 
capacity, and be justified therein by 
the heavenly hosts ? It is that man 
who is sanctified before God, and who 
loves the Lord Jesus with all his heart, 
or in other words, who is endowed 
with wisdom from on high, and has 
revelations, visions, and dreams, giving 
him understanding to provide for the 
welfare of every portion of the nation, 
and a willic guess to preserve to every 
one their fair arsd just religious rights, 
as well as political, for the good and 
benefit of all. In the eyes of eternal 
justice, only such a man has a right to 
that office. They are afraid to put a 
man there who is a professor of reli- 
gion, lest he favors his own party. 
A man la a fool that would do that, 
when he has laws to preserve and keep 
inviolate towards the Methodists, and 
all religious denominations. 

The kingdom that Daniel saw will 
push forth its law, and that law will 
protect the Methodists, Quakers, Pa- 
gans, Jews, and every other creed 
there ever was or ever will be, in their 
religious rights. At the same time 
the Priesthood will bear rule, and 
hold the government of the Kingdom 
under control in all things, so that 
every knee will bow, and every tongue 
confess, to the glory of God the Fa* 
ther, that Jesus is the Christ Every 
one must bow to the Savior, and 
acknowledge and confess him with 
their mouths. Can they still he 
3 1 cthodists ? Yes. Presby teriaus S? 
Yes. And I some expect that many 
will be brought into close places, as 
the Je\r was by the Catholic priest 
The Jew fell through the ice, and was 
about to drown, and implored the 
Catholic priest to pull him out. 41 I 
cannot/' said the priest, "except you 
repent, and become a Christian/' Said 
the Jew, Pull me out this once/' 
" Do you believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the Holy Catholic Church ? " 
asked the priest The Jew answered, 
** Xo, I do not;' 14 Then yeu must 


stay there/ 1 and the priest held him 
under the water awhile. ** Do you 
believe in Jesus Christ now ? " ** O 
yes, take me out/* " Well," remark- 
ed the priest, " thank God that ano- 
ther sinner has repented ; you are 
safe now, and while you are safe I will 
send you right to heaven's gate/ 1 and 
he gave the Jew a push under the ice, 

I most assuredly expect that the 
time will come when every tongue 
shall confess, and every knee shall 
bow, to the Savior, though the people 
may believe what they will with regard 
to religion. The kingdom that Dan- 
iel saw will actually make laws to pro- 
tect every man in his rights, as our 
government does now, whether the 
religions of the people are true or 
false, We believe this as sincerely 
as we believe anything else ; and I 
think that the course of this people 
has proved it, as far as the acts of the 
children of men are con coined. All 
creation could ask for no more wit- 
nesses than they have, that the Xew 
Testament is true, that Jesus is the 
Christ, that the holy Prophets are 
true, that the Book of ilormon is 
true, and that Joseph Smith was a 
Prophet and Kcvelator. 15 ut the Lord 
has so ordained that no man sh::ll re- 
ceive the benefits of the everlasting 
Priesthood without humbling himself 
before Him, and giving Him the glory 
fur teaching him, that he may be able 
to witness to every man of the truth, 
and not, depend upon the words of 
any individual on the earth, but know 
for himself, live " by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God/* 
love the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
institutions of His kingdom, and 
finally enter into His glory. Every 
man and woman may be a ltove!ator t 
and have the testimony of Jesus, 
which is the spirit of prophecy, and 
♦tfesee the mind and will of God con- 
cerning them, eschew evil, and choose 
that whid* is good, 

Tbgre ire thousands of things I 
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would Hke r to name with regard to 
ourselves and our Government. Our 
whole interest is in it : we cling to it 
as a sucking child to its mother's 
breast, and we will hang to it until 
they beat us off, until we can hang no 
longer, and this will never happen, 
unless they drive us from it under 
the pretext of what 44 Mormonism " is 
agoing to do. What is the Kingdom 
of God agoing to accomplish on the 
earth ? It will revolutionize not only 
the United States, but the whole 
world, and will go forth from the 
morning to the evening, from the 
rising of the sun to the going down of 
the same, so shall be the ushering 
forth of the Gospel until the whole 
earth is deluged with it, and the 
righteous are gathered. 

The sinner will slay the sinner, the 
wicked will fall upon the wicked, until 
there is an utter overthrow and con- 
sumption upon the face of the whole 
earth, until God reigns, whose right it 
is. As it was said in the days of the 
Savior, if we said his man alone you 
may depend ulet tit that through his 
influence he will take away our place 
and nation, If you let " Mormon- 
ism n alone, I will promise that every 
honest man and woman in the United 
States will be in the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, and be 
governed by the law of God* 

Let them take the counsel of the 
late Captain Gunnison, who was mas- 
sacred by the Indians ; he was con- 
vinced that it would not do to perse- 
cute the " Mormons ; n for every time 
we were driven, we have succeeded 
beyond our most sanguine anticipa- 
tions. It has happened to us as it 
did to the old man's stone wall, which 
was five feet high and six feet thick. 
The boys could not get his apples, and 
said among themselves, 14 We will turn 
over the old wall ; M they turned it 
over, and it was higher than before. 
So with us ; every time the " Mor- 
mons M have been driven they have 


enlarged their borders. Look out, 
drive w again and we will take the 
kingdom before you are aware of it. 

We certainly shall gather out all 
the good as fast as we can, for the 1 
people who love truth will hear sound 
argument, which is our rule of battle, 
and it is a scientific one. Now come 
on to war, whenever you think best, 
and we will gather out the honest 
until the last seed of Israel is gather- 
ed, and there is hardly enough left to 
elect a President, even among the 
Know-Nothings. 

Only persecute us and we will grow 
the faster. Say they, " What shall 
we do ; do tell us which way we shall 
go. for we do not know what to do, 
nor what to say ; if we persecute them j 
they will grow the faster, and take 
away our place and nation, and will 
get all the good people to follow them, ! 
and what shall we do ? " It is a hard 
case I know. 

Wheu strangers come among us 
they often feel diffident, for we keep 
to ourselves here in these distant parts, 
and do not always immediately know 
whether we are about to receive friends 
or enemies into our community. We 
have been persecuted and driven, and 
been a scoff and a by-word, and when ' 
strangers come among us they feel a 
delicacy in making our acquaintance, j 
I say, brethren and sisters, be frank 
with strangers, and when you talk ; 
with them, or are in their presence, 
live your religion, and do not vary one 
particle from the truth. 

You say, " I love my God and my 
religion." Then manifest to them j 
what your religion is, and if they are 
honest ere long they will fall in with 
it, if not they will take up their line 
of march and leave us ; and my prayer 
is that we may be delivered from every 
inbred corruption. 

So far as the time and your patience 
would permit, I have endeavored to 
candidly and truly portray our real 
I fetlings and views with regard to the 
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General Government, the members of 
the various Christian denominations, 
the upright everywhere, and the cor- 
rupt and abominable wherever they 
are to be found ; and also to briefly 
sketch a few of the scenes and inci- 
dents of our past and present history, 
Let us live our religion, and show 


the world that we love the Lord Jesus 
Christ better than anything else. 
Though the world persecute you, yet 
cling to the Lord and the Holy Gos- 
pel, even if you lay down your lives 
for the truth's sake. May God bless 
you. Amen, 


■ 
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I will endeavor to occupy a little 
time tins morning, and while I address 
my friends, I hope I may have their 
attention and prayers ; for I realize 
that while any person stands before an 
assembly of this kind to teach, he 
needs the Spirit of the Lord to dictate 
and direct his mind, that he may speak 
unto the edification of the people, 

I am aware that 44 Mormonism/ 1 as 
it is called, presents a wide field for 
reflection and contemplation ; it pre- 
sents an extensiv e surface upon which 
the mind may roam ; it affords a vari- 
ety of objects for us to converse upon ; 
but, at the same time, we want our 
minds led in that channel which is ac- 
cording to the mind and will of the 
Lord. 

We have had some very interesting 
teaching presented to us from this 
stand, during the last two Sabbaths 
especially, though I may say that we 
have good teaching every Sabbath that 
v;e assemble together in this house. 
In fact, the day and age in which we 
live, those things connected with the 
past and present history of this peo- 


j pie, and the signs of the times, are 
matters so diverse from the affairs of 
the nations of the earth, and from the 
views of the children of men general- 
ly, that they cause them to marvel and 
wonder exceedingly. 

I felt to rejoice last Sabbath while 
sitting in this stand, listening to our 
President I will tell yon why I felt 
to rejoice — there was one main reason 
for my joy ; I have been acquainted 
long enough with tliis work to know 
its truth; I have had sufficient expe- 
rience in it to see and to know that 
the hand of God is in it, and that it is 
controlled and guided by the Spirit of 
the Almighty, and the revelations of 
heaven ; to know, that from the com- 
mencement of it, it has been the de- 
sign of the God of heaven to establish 
His Kingdom upon the earth, to he 
thrown down no more for ever. 

I rejoice that this kingdom is bles- 
sed with a leader , or leaders, who are 
not ashamed or afraid to watch over 
the interests of Zion — at all times to 
seek diligently the welfare of the chil- 
dren of Israel ; who will point nut the 
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path for this people to walk in, whe- 
ther that path may he popular or un- 
popular; leaders who will not hesi- 
tate to rehuke sin and wickedness, 
whether emanating from high or low 
places. 

Those who have been acquainted 
with the Prophet Joseph, who laid the 
foundation of this Church and king- 
dom, who was an instrument in the 
hand of God in bringing to light the 
Gospel in this last dispensation, know 
well that every feeling of his soul, 
every sentiment of his mind, and every 
act of his life, proved that he vm de- 
termined to maintain the principle of 
truth, even to the sacrificing of his 
life. His soul swelled wide as eterni- 
ty for the welfare of the human fami- 
ly, He hegan entirely alone, as far 
as the influences of the children of 
men were concerned upon the earth, 
to endeavor to establish a religion 
and order of things diverse from any- 
thing then existing among men, a *e- 
Kgion that was unpopular and contra- 
ry to the feelings, and views, and tra- 
ditions of the whole human family. 
Every man that is acquainted with 
tho history of the nations of the world 
at this time, must know that religion 
is a very popular thing — it has many 
follower* ; and they must also know 
that the religions of the day are very 
diversified; and that they are in a 
great measure framed to meet the con- 
veniences, traditions, and situations of 
the children of men, with hut little 
regard to the declarations of the Bible, 
or the revelations of Jesus Christ, 
Every man that will read the Scrip- 
ture of the Old and New Testaments, 
will see that there was an organiza- 
tion in the days of Jesus Christ, a sys- 
tem for the salvation of the children 
of men. It is laid down plainly and 
definitely for the inhabitants of the 
©artli to follow. But, if we search 
throughout the earth at this day, we 
cannot find a system existing that has 
scarcely any resemblance to the exam- 
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pie laid down by Christ and the Apos- 
tles. And I will here say that the 
persecution, opposition, and oppres- 
sion that this Church has met with 
from its first organization, have been 
in a great measure in consequence of 
carrying out that very system, those 
very ordinances, that same Gospel 
which Jesus Christ and his Apostles 
established in their day, and which 
cost the most of them their lives. 

The New Testament clearly shows 
that whenever God has had a people 
upon the earth — when He has had a 
Church and kingdom in the world, it 
has been organized with Prophets and 
Apostles, and has been endowed with 
revelations, with diverse kinds of gifts, 
with healing power, with miracles, 
with dreams, and I may say with every 
member that belongs to the body of 
Christ, necessary for the edifying of 
the body, for tbe work of the minis- 
try, or sanctifying of the people. We 
cannot find anywhere within the lids 
of the Bible, where the Lord ever 
had a people He acknowledged, except 
they were led by immediate revela- 
tion. The Lord never had a people 
in any age of the world without Pro- 
phets to lead them, even to the pre- 
sent day ; and this is the reason why 
this Church and kingdom is so diverse 
from the views, feelings, and tradi- 
tions of tho nations around us, and 
that has caused it to meet with great 
opposition, persecution, and opposing 
spirits from the commencement, and 
perhaps may continue to do so until 
the winding up scene. 

Many of the Prophets have prophe- 
sied that such an order of things as 
that which Christ and his Apostles 
; established, should again be establish 
ed in the last days, after ages of apos 
I tacy and darkness. When the Jew 
fell through unbelief, as the Apostle 
, says, the Gospel was taken from them 
and given to the Gentiles. Did th^ 
i kingdom go to the Gentiles strippe 
of any of its powers, or portion of it* 
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organization, because the Jews would 
not receive it? No, verily it did not. 
When the kingdom was presented to 
the Gentiles, it was presented with 
Apostles and Prophets, with healing 
powers, with revelations direct from 
God, and with every gift and grace 
the Jews believed in and enjoyed 
while they remained faithful : when 
it went to the Gentiles it was perfect 
in its organization, but in process of 
time they changed the ordinances of 
the kingdom of God, and fell through 
the same example of unbelief, and 
have remained for centuries without 
the true order of heaven among them. 

Ask any portion of Christendom 
why the ancient order of the Church 
of Christ is not among them — Apos- 
tles, Prophets, revelations, and other 
gifts, and they will inform you that 
they were only needed in the dark 
ages of the world, to establish the 
kingdom of God, but in this enlight- 
ened age arc not necessary • It makes 
me think of a remark made by Mr. 
Kirk ham in his Grammar; he says, 
44 The Lord hung the lUble out of hea- 
ven, and retired/* It appears so in- 
deed among the Gentile nations, for 
in process of time the gifts, and graces, 
and powers of tho kingdom of God 
were taken away, and the men who 
officiated in the ancient Church of 
God were nearly ail put to death ; they 
were slain because thev endeavored 
to maintain it in its purity, and tried 
with all their might to establish the 
principles that God had revealed to 
the Jews, for thev were the chosen 
people of God, the promised seed ; 
but they fell because they would not 
rev ive the Messiah, the Shilo, their 
Savior ; when they put him to death, 
and imbrued their Bands in the best 
blood that had flowed through the lin- 
eage of Juduh, they had to foot the 
bill ; blood was shed, the laws of God 
were broken, the ordinances were 
changed, and the Priesthood of High 
Heaven trampled upon : the Jews 

No. 13.] 


1 must, therefore, suffer to pay the debt 
thev contracted, Jesus Christ told 

p 

them what would come upon them be- 
fore he was taken away, for he mourn- 
ed over them, saying, *' Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the Pro- 
phets, and s ton est them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen ga there th her chickens 
under her wings, and yo would not ! 
Heboid, your house is left unto you 
desolate." Again, he says to them, 
** Woe unto you, Scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites ! because ye build the 
tombs of the Prophets, and garnish 
the sepulchres of the righteous, and 
say, If we had been in the days of our 
fathers, we would not have been par- 
takers with them in the blood of the 
Prophets, Wherefore ye be witnesses 
unto yourselves, that ye are the chil- 
dren of them which killed tho Pro- 
phets. Fill ye up the measure of 
your fathers. Ye serpents, ye gene- 
ration of vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?" 1 Again, 14 Woe 
unto you, Pharisees ! for ye tithe mint 
and rue and all manner of herbs, and 
pass over judgment and the love of 
God : these ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave tho other undone/* 
He also told them that their temple 
would be destroyed, and not one stone 
; be left upon another that would not 
be thrown down, and thus they had 
to suffer until the times of the* Gen- 
tiles should be fulfilled, Jesus Christ 
lifted up his voice, and spared not, for 
he knew what was awaiting that na- 
tion : and his heart yearned over them 
when he saw them as a nation rush- 
ing madly on to destruction, and sow- 
ing seed that won II cause a thousand 
years of sorrow and mourning by their 
posterity, They had their agency to 
act upon as seemed them good, and 
they became wicked and corrupt, and 
instituted their own systems of reli- 
gion and ordinances, instead of the 
true order of the kingdom of heaven. 

[Vol. II. 
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Jesus told them they would be disper- 
sed among the Gentiles, and be trod- 
den down and afflicted by them until 
the times of the Gentiles should be 
accomplished. 

We understand from the Scriptures, 
that have been referred to from time 
to time in this desk, that the Lord 
■will set His hand again to gather Is- 
rael* We hoard this subject treated 
upon a few Sabbaths ago, and what 
would take place in the last dispensa- 
tion, even in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times. 

But those who have been taught 
after the traditions of the fathers, have 
been taught that the Bible should be 
spiritualized, that it does not mean 
what it says, nor say what it means ; 
we have been taught to believe that 
where the Lord says Israel shall be 
gathered, it means spiritually. When 
we read any portion of Scripture, which 
did not agree with our traditions, 
every man had his own system of spi- 
ritualizing, to make it bend to his own 
views. Instead of this, we have now 
learned that God means what He says, 
and says what He means. 

When we read the history of the 
United States, or the history of Gene- 
ral Washington, no man in his sober 
senses would have the least idea of 
spiritualizing it When we read the 
history of our revolutionary fathers, 
who sat in solemn council to deliber- 
ate upon and sign the Declaration of 
Independence, because of the grievan- 
ces they were called upon to bear from 
the mother country, no man would for 
a moment dream of spiritualizing 
these events ; but every man would 
understand that the historian meant 
them to be read and understood liter- 
ally. 

Now, if we so read and believe the 
history of the foundation of our na- 
tional government, or the history of 
the Jewish nation, or any other na- 
tion, that has been written by men 
^?ho do not make any pretensions to 


inspiration, if we should never think 
of spiritualizing their writings, but 
take them and understand them as 
they are given to us, why should we 
take it upon ourselves to spiritualize 
and twist the w r ords, and the meaning 
of the words, of that God who rules 
the nations ? 

When He gives to us revelations of 
the greatest moment to us, will He 
not set forth His mind and will in 
their true meaning, as He intends 
thev shall be fulfilled, and as He in* 
tends we shall understand them ? The 
Latter-day Saints as a people have 
learned to take God at His word. Wo 
admit that there are in the Bible me- 
taphors, figures, and parables. 

When Jesus was teaching the wo- 
men the things of the kingdom of 
God, he used comparisons which they 
understood. Hence he says, "The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, 
which a woman took, and hid in three 
measures of mcal t till the whole was 
leavened." He knew the women un- 
derstood about making bread. And 
so he talks to the farmer about sowing 
grain, that some sow seed on good 
ground, and others on stony ground, 
and others among thorns, likening the 
kingdom of heaven unto it. He used 
these metaphors to make a deeper im- 
pression upon the minds of the chil- 
dren of men ; and at other times he 
used dark sayings in the same way. 
We understand a figure as a figure, 
and a parable as a parable, but the 
meaning of the Savior is plainly 
manifest in them. 

When the Lord says by the mouth 
of His Prophet, " And the Lord shall 
utterly destroy the tongue of the 
Egyptian sea ; and with his mighty 
wind shall he shake his hand over 
the river, and shall smite it in the 
seven streams, and make men go over 
dry shod. And there shall be an 
highway for the remnant of His peo- 
ple, which shall be left, from Assyria; 
like as it was to Israel in the day that 
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he came up out of the land of Egypt;* 1 
and again, 11 And they shall bring all 
your brethren for an offering unto the 
Lord out of all nations upon horses, 
and in chariots, and in litters, and 
upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to 
my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith 
the Lord, as the children of Israel 
bring an offering in a clean vessel into 
the house of the Lord : f1 again, when 
He says, 11 They shall come with weep- 
ing, and with supplications will I lead 
them : I will cause them to walk by 
the rivers of waters in a straight way, 
wherein they shall not stumble : for I 
am a fatherto Israel, and Ephraim is 
my firstborn we believe He means 
what He says, for we have ourselves 
seen many of these prophecies literal- 
ly fulfilled in this generation. Again, 
we believe He means what He says, 
when the Lord declares through His 
Prophet, that an angel shall fly through 
the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting Gospel to preach to every 
nation, kindred, tongue, and peo- 
ple, saying with a loud voice, Fear 
God, and give gloiy to Him, for the 
hour of His judgment is come. We 
believe He means what He says. To 
fuliU this declaration we believe it is 
necessary for an angel of God to come 
to the earth, and deliver the Gospel* 
the true Gospel, and the only Gospel 
that ever was revealed for the exalta- 
tion and glory of man. 

Why does it require an angel to 
bring the Gospel from heaven in these 
last days, when the earth is deluged 
with Gospel, with religion, with differ- 
ent systems and plans of salvation? 
Ileeause that none of them are accord- 
ing to the order or organization that 
( rod has given to govern and control 
the human family when they would be 
controlled by Him. If there had been 
a tru } organization of* the kingdom of 
God upon the earth in these latter* 
da 75, there would have been no need 
of an angel to visit the earth to teach 
men the first principles of the Gospel 


of Christ, and administer its ordinan- 
ces to them. 

When the Apostles of old dwelt 
upon the earth, the angel that appear- 
ed to Saul of Tarsus, and the angel 
that appeared to Cornelius, did not ad- 
minister the Gospel to them, but in* 
structed them to apply to thoso men 
whom Christ had ordained to that au- 
thority, and who held the keys, the 
gifts and graces, and Priesthood of 
the kingdom of God, So it would 
have been in the last days, if there 
had been authority, and the true 
Priesthood of God on the earth ; there 
would, in that case, have been no ne- 
cessity for an angel to come with the 
Gospel. 

Angela are sent as ministering spi- 
rits to minister to those who shall be 
heirs of salvation. We believe the 
Lord means what He says. We be- 
lieve Israel were led formerly by Pro- 
phets who were full of wisdom and 
truth ; and they are again to be led by 
holy Prophets, that have the Priest- 
hood of the Most High upon them, 
and power to lead and to teach the 
children of men. When Daniel the 
Prophet declared that the kingdom of 
God should be set up in the last days, 
and that it should break in pieces all 
other kingdoms, and have no end, he 
meant what he said. When we read 
the prophecies that declare unto us 
that great wickedness shall be upon 
the earth in the latter davs, and that 
great plagues will be poured out upon 
the world ; that angels are to pour out 
the vials of the wrath of the Almigh- 
ty, and that previous to this all men 
are to be warned by the proclamation 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we be- 
lieve those declarations will have a 
literal fulfilment. 

Before I ever heard of u Mor mon- 
ism," when reading the Scriptures, I 
often wondered why it was that we 
had no Prophets, no Apostles, no gifts 
and graces, no healings by the power 
of God, no visions, no angels, no reve- 
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lations, no voice of God. I often won- 
dered why these things were not con- 
tinued among the children of men, 
why they were not enjoyed by the dif- 
ferent churches and denominations of 
the day, and in my conversation with 
theologians and divines, I often refer* 
red to these things, but they all told 
me that such supernatural manifesta- 
tions were unnecessary in our day and 
age of the world, that such power was 
only necessary in a day of darkness, 
among an ignorant generation of peo- 
ple; they needed Prophets to lead 
them ; but we who live in the blaze of 
Gospel light need no such thing ; we 
need no revelation, only that which is 
in the Bible ; we need no visitation of 
angels now, those things were given 
to establish the doctrine of Christ, and 
when it was once established they were i 
no longer needed* 

This logic always appeared strange 
to me. I said then, and I say now, 
may the Lord give me such periods of 
darkness as were enjoyed by the Apos- 
tles and Saints of old, in preference to 1 
the Gospel blaze of modem Christian- 
ity* The ancient doctrine and power 
will unlock the mysteries of heaven, 
and pour forth that Gospel light, 
knowledge, and truth, of which the 
heavens are full, and which has been 
poured out in every generation when 
Prophets appeared among the children 
of men. But the Gospel of modern 
Christendom shuts up the Lord, and 
stops all communication with Him. 
I want nothing to do with such a Gos- 
pel, I would rather prefer the Gospel 
of the dark ages, so called* 

I do not wish to be understood i 
that we are now living in a dark age 
of the world, but for the last fourteen 
hundred years the world have been 
enveloped in darkness, in which wick- 
edness has ruled, and the powers of 
darkness have prevailed among the 
children of men. and the nations have 
been bound down bv false traditions* 
and incorrect principles, but the day i 
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I has now dawned, the dark clouds have 
now broken up and soon will pass 
away, and the sun of righteousness 
will arise in its glory, and show forth 
the light of heaven ; and for that I am 
thankful, and rejoice, and so do thou- 
sands and tens of thousands in this 
dispensation, who have been touched 
with the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Jesus Christ which has been reveal* 
ed in our day, by the administering of 
holy angels, in all its fulness, beauty, 
power, and glory; this Gospel has 
' caused Prophets, Elders, and Saints 
to rejoice : it has nerved up their spi- 
rits with fortitude and strength, and 
borne them up against every opposing 
influence ; this has been the case in 
every dispensation when this light and 
power have been enjoyed by the chil- 
dren of men. 

The Gospel has gone forth in our 
day in its true glory* power, order, 
and light, as it always did when God 
had a people among men that He ac- 
knowledged. That same organization 
and Gospel that Christ died for, and 
the Apostles spilled their blood to vin- 
dicate, is again established in this ge- 
neration. How did it come ? By tlie 
ministering of an holy angel from 
God, out of heaven, who held con verse 
with man, and revealed unto him the 
darkness that enveloped the world, 
and unfolded unto him the gro*s dark- 
ness that surrounded the nations, 
those scenes that should take place in 
this generation, and would follow each 
other in quick succession, even unto 
the coming of thft Messiah. The an- 
gel taught Joseph Smith those princi- 
ples which are necessary for the salva- 
tion of the world ; and the Lord gave 
him commandments, and sealed upon 
him the Priesthood, and gave him 
power to administer the ordinances of 
the house of the Lord, He told him 
the Gospel was not among men, and 
that there was not a true organization 
of His kingdom in the world, that the 
people had turned away from His true 
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order, changed the ordinances, and 
broken the everlasting covenant, and 
inherited lies and things wherein their 
was no profit He told him the time 
had come to lay the foundation for 
the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God among men for the last time, prc- 
. punitory to the winding up scene. 
Joseph was strengthened by the Spirit 
Und | : \ver of God, and was enabled to 
listen to the teachings of the angel. 
He told him he should be made an 
instrument in the hands of the Lord, 
if he kept His commandments, in 
doing a good work upon the earth, 
that his name should be held in honor 
by the honest in heart, and in dis- 
honor throughout the nations by the 
wicked. He told him he should be 
an instrument in laying the founda- 
tion of a work that should gather tens 
of thousands of the children of men, 
in the generation in winch he lived, 
from every nation under heaven, who 
should hear the sound of it through 
Iris instrumentality- He told him the 
nations were wrapt in wickedness and 
abomination, and that the judgments 
of Go J were ready to be poured out 
upon them in their fulness ; that the 
angels were holding the vials of His 
wrath in readiness; but the decree is, 
that they shall not be poured out until 
the nations are warned, that they may 
be left without an excuse. 

This man to whom the angel ap- 
peared obeyed the Gospel ; he re- 
ceived it in meekness and humility, 
and bowed down before the Lord and 
worshipped Him, and did the best he 
could in liis illiterate state; he was as 
it were but a mere plow-boy. He laid 
hold of it with all his heart, though 
lie saw he would have to wage war 
with sin, and wickedness, and abomin- 
ations, and the oppositions of the 
people; he began to trust in the 
Lord; and what was the consequence? 
Wherever the words of the Gospel, 
which the angel revealed to him, were 
preached among the^ children of 


' men, it had its effect. The Church 
was at length organized with a fetv 
humble men. The learned might 
laugh at them because of their igno- 
rance, but their words were like dag- 
gers to their hearts, and like a two- 
edged sword, piercing and dividing 
asunder the verv thoughts and intents 
of the hearts of men. The honest 
in heart began to receive their testi- 
mony, and it continued to spread from 
town to town, from city to city, from 
state to state, §ni from nation to 
nation, until we see the fruits of it 
here to-day in this Tabernacle of the 
Lord in the tops of the mountains. 

I say I rejoice before the Lord this 
day that we have leaders in Israel that 
are qualified for their place and sta* 
tion to preside over this people, and 
who will seek their welfare, and are 
not afraid or ashamed to rebuke wick- 
edness in high places, whether mani- 
fested by their brethren or neighbors, 
if they do wrong. Their minds are 
quick as the vivid lightning of heaven; 
they are filled with the visions of 
eternity; they are not asleep, but they 
comprehend the elements around 
them; they read and digest them, and 
they know exactly what course to 
pursue ; the leaders of this people 
know what they are doing, what is 
approaching this people, and what is 
approaching the world : and we may 
all know the same things by reading 
the Scriptures, and by prayer, and 
through the ministering of the Holy 

: Ghost conferred upon us. What man 
is there who reads the Scriptures, and 
believes that God means what He 
says, and says what He means, but 
what can see a Hood of dreadful 
events ready to be poured out upon 
this generation with the rapidity of 
lig] itning. No man can escape the 
influence of these events that are 
about to burst upon the heads of this 
generation. The Gospel has gone 
forth, and when the nations are 
warned, another angel will cry, " Baby- 
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Ion is fallen." War, and famine, and 
the plague will overwhelm the nations 
of the earth, and none can escape. 

As Latter-day Saints, we look 
upon the signs of the times, we are 
not ignorant of them, hut we under- 
stand them. We look upon the 
events that are rolling upon us with 
great interest. It matters not what 
the minds and feelings of men are, 
the Lord is determined to raise up a 
people that will worship Him ; and if 
He has to whip, and scourge, and 
drive us through a ft hole generation, 
He will chastise us until we are willing 
to suhmit to righteousness and truth, 
or until we are like clay in the hands 
of the potter. The chastisements we 
have had from time to time have been 
for our good, and are essential to learn 
wisdom, and carry us through a school of 
experience we never could have passed 
through without. I hope, then, that 
we may learn from the experience we 
have had to be faithful, and humble, 
and be passive in the hands of God, 
and do His commandments. Do I 
blame President Young because he 
chastises us ? No. Would he be a 
father to us, a Prophet, and a High 
Priest of God, if he saw his brethren 
going wrong, and would not warn and 
chastise them ? The chastisement of 
a friend is far better than the kisses 
of an enemy. When I am out of the 
way, and when you are out of the way, 
I thank God that we have a man to 
preside over us, who loves us enough 
to chastise us ; it is for our good, and 
I believe we have been always ready 
to receive the chastening rod from our 
superiors when they thought fit to 
give it to us, and kiss the rod that 
chastened us. If a Prophet is called 
to lead and chastise Israel, shall He 
not rebuke wickedness when it is not in 
Israel ? The very spirit that vibrates 
in the soul of President Young, and 
every act of his life, show, to all 
acquainted with him, that he will do 
his duty in this respect, as well as in 


every thing else wherein he stands 
connected, while he dwells upon the 
earth, regardless of all consequences* 
and will leave the event in the hands 
of God, and his Counsellors ara 
governed by the same spirit and prin- 
ciples. The Lord has reproved the 
wicked in all ages, and He will do it 
again. He also inspires His servants 
to reprove and rebuke wickedness; 
He controls all nations, and the des- 
tiny of the world is in His hands as 
much now as it was in the days* of 
Israel when He himself led them 
out of the land of Canaan. 

Wickedness is in the earth, and 
Satan has great power over the hearts 
of men, and he seeks to destroy them, 
and he seeks to destroy this people, 
and lead away the Elders of Israel ; 
and when he overcomes a man that 
has made a covenant with God, who 
has been baptized in this Church and 
kingdom, he gains a greater victory 
over him than over one who never 
made any profession, Why have old 
grey-headed Israelites turned their 
faces for generations past towards 
Jerusalem, and lifted up their voices 
and mourned in sorrow? Because 
their fathers had rejected the Mes- 
siah and broken their covenants with 
God, Why are these Lamauites 
roaming about in misery and wretch- 
edness, living upon reptiles of the 
earth ? Why are they cursed so bit- 
terly, and brought down so low, for 
they are of the seed of Israel ? It is 
because the chastening rod of the 
Almighty has rested upon them and 
upon their fathers. We should bo 
very cautious and careful to keep the 
commandments of God, and do right, 
while we have such examples of the 
dealings of God with the nations who 
have broken His laws. We shall be 
corrected in all our errors, that we 
may become §anctified, and be pre- 
pared for those glories, principles, 
powers, and privileges which the Lord 
has promised to reveal to us. 
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The Latter-day Saint, in the vision 
of his mind, sees displayed on the 
great panorama of the world all the 
scenes that are to transpire in the 
presant day, while the wicked are ig- 
norant of what is about to transpire ; 
they do not know what is the matter ; 
while there are cholera, whirlwinds, 
storms, thunder and lightning, and 
earthquakes in divers places, and king- 
dom is rising against kingdom in bat- 
tle array, they are ignorant of what 
will be the end of these matters, and 
the cause of their existence, because 
the things of God are not before their 
eyes. They see flat u rally, but do not 
understand. They read the Scrip- 
tures but do not look for the fulfilment 
of the words of the Prophets, and they 
do not understand what those things 
mean when they are fulfilled before 
their eyes. Did they understand the 
Scriptures they could see and under- 
stand what is the matter in the world. 

But this is only the beginning of 
sorrow and trouble ; the heavens are 
full of great judgments which are 
about to be poured out on the world. 
The words of the Prophets cannot 
have their fulfilment unless these 
things take place, Eead the ReTela- 
tions of Saint John, touching the fall 
of Babylon, and you there have a 
faint picture of what is about to trans- 
pire. 

I feel thankful that the Lord has 
revealed these things for our benefit, 
and that He has given ns power and 
authority to stand up in the defence 
of that which is right before the Lord, 
and to bear testimony of the truth, 
ami to proclaim those things which 
will assuredly come to pass in this 
generation. It is better for us to fall 
in defence of truth, than to deny the 
words of God, and go to helL It is 
better to suffer stripes for the testi- 
mony of Christ, than to -suffer and fall 
by our sins and transgressions, and 
then have to suffer afterwards, I 
would rather seal my testimony with 


my blood, and lay my body to rest in 
the grave, and have my spirit go to 
the other side of the vail, to enjoy a 
loMg eternity of light, truth, blessings, 
and knowledge which the Lord will 
bestow upon every man who keeps His 
law, than to spend a few short years 
of earthly pleasure, and be deprived 
of those blessings, and the society of 
my friends and brethren behind the 
vail. * ^ 

There is no man in his sober senses 
that would not desire this. There 
is no man that has an understanding 
of the blessings that God has promised 
to give to His children, but what will 
desire that in preference to the fading 
enjoyments and empty honors of this 
world. You may surround any man 
or woman with a]l the wealth and glo- 
ry that the imagination of man can 
grasp, and are they satisfied ? No, 
There is still an aching void. On the 
other hand, show me a beggar upon 
the streets, who has got the Holy 
Ghost, whose mind is filled with that 
Spirit and power, and I will show you 
a person who has peace of mind, who 
possesses true riches, and those en- 
joyments that no man can obtain from 
any other source. The servants of 
God, in every age of the world, have 
been sustained and nerved up to do 
their duty by this power ; and I will 
say to the Latter-day Saints, if they 
will be faithful, and do what they 
should do, and listen to the counsel 
given to them, they need not have any 
fears about anything; for the whole 
work is in the hands of God, the des- 
tinies of nations lie there. It is bet- 
ter for a people to be wise, to get 
righteousness, to be the friend of God, 
than to occupy any other position in 
life. 

Then I hope my brethren and sis- 
ters will feel in their hearts to sustain 
the Presidency of this Church, by 
their faith, works, and prayers, and 
not suffer them to carry all the load, 
while we hide ourselves in the rear. 
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If we should do this we are not wor- 
thy, we are not worthy of our position 
as Elders in Israel, and fathers and 
mothers in Israel. Let each one bear 
their share ; and if we will correct our 
own follies, and set in order our own 
houses, and do that which is right, we 
shall then do some good, and help to 
lift the load that rests upon those that 
lead. It was grievous to the feelings 
of Jesus Christ, to his Apostles, and 
to Joseph Smith, when they saw the 
people running into danger, and it is 
grievous to President Young, when 
he sees the people reckless in pursu- 
ing their own course leading them to 
destruction ; when they are not wil- 
ling to take his counsel and abide the 
doctrines he teaches ; but when he 
sees the people willing to obey whole- 
some counsel, and endeavor to sanc- 
tify themselves before the Lord, he 
feels strengthened and sustained, he 
feels backed up by the works of the 
people, and not by one alone. I hope 
this will be the case with us, that we 
will set in order our own houses, as 
wives, husbands, children, as parents, 
and as otficers iu the Church and 
Kingdom of God, If we will sanctify 
ourselves, and do right, we shall have 
our reward, and shall be satisfied with 
it. No man or woman in the King- 
dom of Gud that does wrong can es- 
cape sorrow. It is so in the world ; 
the Lord rewards all men according 
as their works have been in the body. 
One reason why the Lord will pour 
out His judgments upon the nations, 
is the blasphemous spirit of wicked- 
ness and corruption that reigns among 
men. 

When the Gentiles reject the Gos- 
pel it will be taken from them, and 
go to the house of Israel, to that long 
suffering people that are now scattered 
abroad through all the nations upon 
the earth, and they will be gathered 
home by thousands, and bv hundreds 
of thousands, and they will rebuild 
Jerusalem their ancient city, and make 


it more glorious than at the beginning, 
and they will have a leader iu Israel 
with them, a man that is full of the 
power of God and the gift of the Holy 
Ghost ; but they are held now from 
this work, only because the fulness of 
the Gentiles has not yet come in. 
Tens of thousands among the Gentile 
nations will receive the Gospel, but the 
majority of them will reject it, and then 
the Jews will receive it ; and it will 
go to thera with all the gifts, blessings, 
and powers it possessed when it was 
taken from them. 

We are all Gentiles by nationality, 
we are of the Gentile nations who 
hold the sway of the earth. Not only 
will the Jews have these blessings 
again, but these poor despised Indians 
will enjoy the light and glory of the 
Gospel of Christ ; their fathers pro- 
claimed blessings upon tlicm, by the 
spirit of prophecy and revelation, which 
are as assuredly to rest upon a rem- 
nant of that people as they exist, 
though they are now the most miserable 
beings that live upon the face of the 
earth, nevertheless a remnant of them 
will embrace the Gospel, and their 
eyes will bo opened and they will un- 
derstand that they are of Israel Our 
missionaries have labored anion g 
them, and what effect has it had? 
But little. Missionaries of different 
orders have labored among them, 
with little or no success. 

We cannot do a great deal for that 
people, only pray for them, and treat 
them kindly, until the power of G od 
begins to rest upon them, and they are 
waked up by the visions of heaven, and 
the angels begin to converse with them. 
They will be inspired by the Spirit and 
power of God, like other branches of Is- 
rael, and the day will come when the 
poor Utahs, and Piedes, and other de- 
graded tribes in these mountains will 
again feel they possess souls among 
men as their fathers did before them. 
The ten tribes will also come in re- 
membrance before the Lord, and they 
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will again return with out- stretched 
arms to their lands, and bo led bv 
leaders inspired by the Spirit and 
power of God, and they will come with 
visions, revelations, and Prophets, 
ana taey will be baptized and ordain- 
ed under the hands of the children of 
Ephraim, who bear the Holy Priest- 
hood on the earth at that time, and 
they will be crowned with glory, pow- 
er, immortality, and eternal lives be- 
fore God. 

This is only a synopsis of the vision 
of the things that present themselves 
to oar minds, while we sit and medi- 
tate opon the scenes that present 
themselves to our view. No man can 
contemplate the truth concerning the 
nations of the earth without sorrow, 
when he sees the wailing, the" mourn- 
ing, and death, that will come in con- 
sequence of judgments, plagues, and 
war. It has already begun, and it 
will continue to multiply and increase 
until the scene is ended, and wound 
up. 

Do I delight in the destruction of 
the children of men? No. Does 
the Lord? No. He gives them 
timely warnibg, and if they do not 
listen to His counsel, they must suffer 
the consequences. He has determin- 
ed, in the last days, in spite of earth 
and hell, wicked men, and devils, to 
establish His kingdom upon the 
•mh ; lie hits proclaimed it in the 
Bible, that it shall not be thrown 
down any more for ever. Who owns 
the earth ? Does the devil ? No ; 
but he has had it a great while, and 
holds universal sway, and has held it 
almost from the beginning ; so much 
so, that if the Lord inspires a man 
upon the earth, the power of the devil 
is so grant, that that man is, or men 
are, slain. Even Christ and his 
Apostles could but exist in tribulation 
and suffering for a little while, and 
then were slain. The power of the 
devil was so great, that the principles 
of righteousness were driven from the 


earth, and those that taught them. 
But, hark ' in the last days it will not 
be so, the time has come for the king- 
dom to be established, because the 
earth is ripe, and the set time has 
come, iV. 

The Lord made the earth, and pla- 
ced man upon it, and He owns it still, 
and He will cut oiF wickedness, no 
matter where it exists, so that there 
will be room for the good fruit to grow- 
As true as the Lord lives, if we wish 
to exist upon the earth in these days, 
we must be righteous : if we expect to 
have a place, mi inheritance, and 
dwell on the earth, we must keep the 
law of God, or we shall be cut off. 
This will apply to all, to Jew and 
Gentile, bond and free : this will 
apply to all men in every nation, and 
under all circumstances. 

It is the decree of the Almighty 
God, that the kingdom of heaven shall 
be established, and shall never again 
be overthrown, that ludmnents shall 
lay waste the nations, enough at least 
to give that kingdom room to grow, 
and spread, and prosper. This is the 
truth, and you will all find it so. 
Those judgments have begun, that 
will never leave the earth until it is 
swept as with the besom of destruc- 
tion, until thrones are cast down and 
kingdoms overthrown, until each man 
draws his sword against his neighbor, 
and every nation and kingdom that 
exists will he at war with each ether, 
except the inhabitants of Ziom The 
Lord has spoken it, and it will come 
to pass. | 

I again say I am thankful that we 
have men to preside over us, who are 
determined to rebuke sin, wherever it 
shows itself, and God will sustain 
these men, and uphold them, whether 
we do or not. I do not care in what 
circumstances they may be placed, 
even if it be necessary for them to 
seal their testimony with their blood, 
as Joseph and Hyrum have done ; it 
is all right, they only pass to the other 
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side of the vail, where they can oper- 
ate still better for the salvation of the 
people. We shall not be left without j 
leaders that have the Spirit of God. 
This people will always have leaders 
that are just men, that are good men, 
and that delight to do the will of God, 
and would sacrifice life and all things 
for it if required* 

If we are afraid to rebuke iniquity, 
or ashamed to cast it off ourselves, 
Israel would go to hell, we should be 
cut off as a people, and the Lord 
would raise up another; for He is 
bound to have a people in the last 
days who will keep His command- 
ments, and magnify their calling, and 
prove themselves friends of God, and 
maintain the principles of righteous- 
ness, and honor them before God, an- 
gels, and men, that His kingdom may 
be established in purity, and be pre- 
pared for the coming of the Messiah ; 
for Christ is coming again to earth; 
he is preparing the bride, and here is 
a portion of it before me to-day. \ 
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Will he receive us to himself? 
Are we prepared for his coming and 
■ kingdom and the fulness thereof, un- 
less we are sanctified, and lay aside 
sin, and do right? No. We :^ust 
sanctify ourselves, and keep the com- 
mandments of God, and do those 
things that are required at our hands, 
before we can be prepared for the 
coming of the Great Bridegroom, 

The signs of the heavens are ap- 
pearing, the fig trees are leaving and 
showing that summer is nigh. It 
will overtake this generation, and us 
also, quite as soon as we are prepared 
i for it. 

I pray that we may live in such a 
manner as not to be among the fool- 
ish virgins, but understand the signs 
of the times, do our duty, maintain 
our integrity, overcome the world, and 
be prepared to receive our liedeet 
when he comes with joy, and not iu 
grief and shame ; which may God 
grant for Christ's sake. Awm. 
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Beloved Brethren and Friends — 
Since it has fallen to my lot to ad- 
dress you this afternoon, I hope you 
will not only lend me your undivided 
attention, but favor me with an inter- 
est in your prayers, that I may ever 
speak according to the mind and will 
of God, upon all those subjects which 
may engage my attention. 

I shall take a text, according to the 
mode and fashion of the day ; yet, I 


will not promise to confine myself to 
it, or take any position that may be 
calculated to forestall the dictates of 
the Spirit of God in me* You may 
be surprised when you are made ac- 
quainted with the name of the author 
! of my text. Were I to quote from 
Joseph Smith, or from Brigham Young*, 
a sentiment for my ground work, you 
might be gratified and complimented ; 
but the world, or outsiders might 
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think it folly, blasphemy, nonsense, and ' 
trusting in man, I shall not, there- 
fore, borrow my text from either of the 
foregoing ; but from a distinguished 
outsider, that thereby I may pay a 
proper tribute of respect unto that de- 
partment of Gods dependent crea- 
tures. 

In the last General Epistle of 
Franklin Pierce, Chief Apostle of the 
United States of America, written to 
his brethren of the Senate and House 
of Representatives in General Confe- 
rence assembled, first clause of the 
first verse, you will find these remark- 
able words recorded : 

" The past has been an eventful 
year, and will hereafter be referred to 
as a marked epoch in the history of 
the world- While we have been hap- 
pily preserved from the calamities of 
war, our domestic prosperity has not 
been entirely uninterrupted. The 
crops, in portions of the country, have 
been nearly cut off. Disease has pre- 
vailed to a greater extent than usual ; 
and the sacrifice of human life through 
casualities by sea and laud is without 
parallel/* 

When we consider that the author 
of these words was chosen by the 
|pvereign will of the American people 
;o preside over the destinies of our 
common country, that he was duly 
set apart for that station, and regular- i 
ly installed in power, it is but rea- 
sonable to suppose that his words are 
prompted by the conviction and faith 
of the nation ; and he can hardly be 
expected to give utterance to an in- 
<:.rrect idea, if the faith of the nation 
le correct. He, therefore, being the 
head and eye of the Uepullic, dis- 
covered that the land declined to pro- 
duce in its usual strength, that disease 
had marked out its increased number 
of victims with unerring precision, 
and that sea and land Sua! conspired 
against the lives of the thousands that 
II oat on the former, and the millions 
that walk on the latter. 


Why this increase of Providential 
manifestations in the form of scour- 
ges and chastisements ? Is it because 
the nation has reformed and grown 
better ? Is it because the true God is 
more correctly and devoutly worship- 
ped ? Or is it because the present is 
an age not so enlightened and scien- 
tific ; and hence, not so well qualified 
to guard against the casualties and 
ills of life as former and more en- 
lightened ages? Or is it because 
the Prophets of God have been cruelly 
and treacherously slain, and their 
brethren and friends banished by vio- 
lent hands, from their homes, into an 
untried and wilderness country, where 
it was hoped and believed, by many, 
that savage ferocity would terminate 
our existence as a people ? 

When the Latter-day Saints tied 
before the fiery blast of persecution s 
bitter hate, they left, it is true, their 
goods and their homes as a prize, rich 
with curses, to those whose guilty 
hearts and bloody hands rendered 
them legitimate heirs to their ill- 20 1- 
ten gain. We brought but little with 
us when we fled ; vet we took what 
the nation can never re-gain until they 
punish* those murderers according to 
their own laws, chastise the guilty co- 
adjutors in deeds of cruelty and ra- 
pine, and compensate the sufferers for 
the losses which they so unjustly sus- 
tained* We brought away with us 
from the nation that suffered us to be 
cast out, the good-will and blessing of 
our God, even the God of Abraham, 
of Isaac, and of Jacob, That blessing 
and good will cannot return until wo 
return and carrv them. 

Allow me, in this place, to give you 
a legal opinion. None of you enter- 
tain a doubt but that your claims and 
titles to the lands sold, under duress, 
in Missouri and Illinois, are as good 
and valid now in the eyes of God as 
they ever were ; but I tell you that they 
are just as good and safe to you at 
this very moment, in the eye of the 
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Constitutional laws of the land, as 
they ever were. No deed of convey- 
ance of real estate, executed by any of 
you io Missouri or Illinois, after vou 
were warned to leave, and threatened 
with violence if vou did not leave, is 
worth one red cent. No court of 
•chancery in the nation, having juris- 
diction, could lawfully avoid giving 
you your lands again, with interest 
and damage. But would the Govern- 
ment sustain the decision of such a 
court? There is the rub, and hence 
the guilt ? 

But let us see if we can account for 
the fearful increase of pestilence, 
scarcity, and destruction of human 
life spoken of in our text God is 
mid to be with His servants and peo- 
ple. " Lo I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world*" if a na- 
tion or .people cast out the Saints 
and servants of God from their midst, 
God goeth with them and leave th that 
nation, and leaveth it under evil in- 
iiuences and afflicting agents. 

To illustrate, the foregoing state- 
ments, I will refer you to the history 
. of Joseph a being sold into Egypt. 
Thi* younger son of the old Patriarch 
Jacob was a visionary man, and*x great 
dreamer. His visions and dreams 
seriously annoyed his elder brethren, 
and greatly aroused their jealousy. At 
one time, the lad dreamed that he 
and his brethren were binding sheaves 
in the field, and they set them up ; 
and till their sheaves made obeisance 
to his sheaf. This dream nettled them, 
and made them very angry, under the 
conviction that one day the boy might 
rule over them. The dream appeared 
to foreshadow the fact At another 
time, he dreamed that the sun, moon, 
and* eleven stars made obeisance to 

him: , r . v . . £\ ]«y ¥t :. , , ■ 
This dream even aroused the old 
man's resentment, and drew forth 
from him a rebuke upon his son ; for 
he thought the dream indicated that 
he and his mother and his brethren 
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should bow down to him. His breth- 
ren greatly envied him ; but his father 

I observed the dream and reflected, not- 
withstanding the rebuke. The lire of 
jealousy burning in the hearts of the 
elder brethren against their younger 
brother, they resolved to slay him, and 
conspired to perpetrate this bloody 
deed! Not that Joseph had injured 
them, or done theai any wrong. It 
was because thev feared he would do 
something, as his dreams evinced. 
But, behold the inconsistency of his 
elder brethren ! If his dreams were 
of God, it was a sufikdent cause of great 
joy to them, that they could have a ru- 
ler of divine appointment ; and hence 
worse than madness to oppose hi in. 
If his dreams were not of God, they 
had no cause to fear his elevation to 
the ruling power. But his dreams 
were of God, and the means which 
they ai: opted to prevent their fulfil- 
ment proved, under the over-ruling 
hand of Providence, to be the very 
means to bring about the things fore* 
shadowed by them* • 

It is not unfrequently the case, that 
plans and measures devised by the 
greatest cunning, ingenuity, and wis- 
dom of the wicked against Gods cho- 
sen, prove to be the most impressive 
and happy means to bless and exalt 
those against whom these plans are 
laid. Instead of slaying their brother, 
they agreed to cast him into a pit 
where there was no water, that he 
might perish there. But being a lit- 
tle conscience smitten at this specimen 
of cruelty towards their broftier, they 
agreed to sell him into Egypt as a 
slave, and thus rid4hemselves and the 
country of this troublesome dreamer. 

But God was with Joseph in Egypt, 
in the house of Potiphar, and blessed 
Potiphars house for Josephs sake. 
Potiphar, a poor benighted heathen, 
saw that God was with Joseph, and 
that he made all things to prosper that 
were in his hands ; and therefore com- 
mitted his house and all he had inta 
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tlie care of Joseph. Step by step did 
lie gain influence and consideration ia 
Egypt ; and the favor and blessing of 
God were manifest upon him, and 
upon all that he did. God even bles- 
sed the whole kingdom for his sake. 
He apprised him. in the interpreta- 
tion of Pharaoh's dream, of the ap- 
proaching famine, and greatly multi- 
plied the fruits of the earth, that they 
might be laid up in store against the 
time of need. Thus, the country to 
which the chosen of God was banished, 
was enabled to feed the starving mil- 
lions that tied thither for seven long 
years, and Joseph was prime minister 
to the crown, and general superinten- 
dent of all the alfairs of Egypt, He 
controlled all the food that had been 
laid up in store. The famine waxed 
M roiig in the land from which he was 
expelled, and they had nothing laid 
up in store ; for they had no Joseph 
to warn them of the approaching dis- 
tress. They had driven him away, 
and God greatly blessed the land to 
which he fied. 

Soon it fell out that Joseph s breth- 
ren had to go down to Egypt to buy 
corn. fct Their sheaves began to bow 
to his sheaf." Again they went, be- 
ing sorely pressed with famine in their 
own land ; and Joseph made himself 
known to them. Prince as he was, 
Prophet and minister of God as he 
was, I cannot think that the propriety 
of a union of Church and State was 
discussed at their meeting at all ; es- 
pecially not' until they had taken 
their dinner together. Thanks be to 
the God of Israel, they had plenty to 
eat? 

Next, the old man himself came 
down to Joseph, and all the family — 
** sun, moon, and stars, made their 
obeisance to him " sure enough ! His 
brethren do not feel towards him now, 
as they did when they sold him ! 0, 
integrity ! like the magnet that ever 
attracts its own, thou dost command 
and draw around thee all thy kindred 


hosts ! Oh, selfishness, and narrow- 
minded jealousy ! you are humbled in 
the dust — you are prostrated at the 
fe*t of him whose life and liberty were 
the sport of your palmy days. How 
changed the scene ? Yet God be 



Can any one, acquainted with the 
Latter-day Saints* history, see any 
similarity between their expulsion 
from the States, and the causes of that 
expulsion; and the banishment of 
Joseph into Egypt, and the causes of 
that banishment? Neither of them 
had done any wrong, but it was feared 
that they would* They both would 
dream, and tell their dreams. They 
were both superlatively halt 1 and 
envied by their brethren — were both 
sent away among heathens to perish, and 
both have been sustained bv the favor of" 
< lod. We both have had coats of 
many colors : ours, patch upon patch ! 
We have had at least, one coat differ- 
ent from his, probably because such 
coats were not fashionable in his day, 
a coat of tar and feathers. Neither 
of us went away by his own choice ; 
but were forced away contrary to our 
wishes, and contrary to existing laws. 
Both went into countries where there 
is but little rain. The chief dirTer- 
ence that I can see, is this. Their 
sheaves bowed to his sheaf. The sun, 
moon, and stars bowed to him when 
they came to him for bread. It has 
net yet happened so unto us. Hut 
when scarcity increases in the land 
from whence we came, pestilence and 
plague abound, the channels of busi- 
ness and trade completely broken up, 
civil war and knotv nothing within „ 
the wheels of diplomacy in the mud 
without, and foreign foes press sorely 
on our coasts, then the nation may 
begin to ask — Was Joseph Smith a 
Prophet ? Is God angry with us be- 
cause we have only winked at his 
treacherous murder ? Is He angry 
because we have quietly suffered His 
chosen people to be robbed, plundered, 


£06 JOURNAL OF 

murdered, and driven like chaff before 
the wind, without interposing in any 
Tray to prevent it ? Is it because we 
have turned a deaf ear to their peti- 
tions and cries for redress ? 

With all the respect that is due 
from an humble citizen, to the words 
cf the chief ruler of a great and power- 
ful nation, and with all the modesty 
thai diffidence and delicacy can inspire, 
I feel it my duty to say, in the name 
of that God whose I am, and whom I 
serve, that here lie the causes of the 
increasing evils in the land, spoken of 
in our text. For thus the Lord hath 
spoken. Nations shall be cut off when 
they are ripe in iniquity. But they 
are not ripe in inquity, until they kill 
my servants, and cast out my people ; 
— then will I visit them in my anger, 
and vex them in my displeasure, and 
cut off their bitter branches* A deso- 
lating sickness shall cover the land. 
(See Book of Covenants.) Famine 
shall sorely oppress them — confusion 
and war shall make their hearts to 
faint, and their knees to tremble. 
Would to God that our nation had 
never given cause for the distress 
which they now only begin to suffer ! 1 
Vi'culd to God that they, chiefly for 
their sakes, had never provoked the 1 
anger of the Almighty by killing our 
Prophets, and casting out our people* 
Yet for us, it is all the better ! For if 
we had not been driven away, we 
might have remained there to suffer 
as they are suffering and will suffer. 
" The wrath of man is often made to 
praise the Lord," as in this case ; and 
everlasting honors be ascribed to Him 
for His mercy, His justice, and His 
truth. 

In view of the approaching crisis 
which has been preached about, writ- 
ten upon, and prophesied of by us for 
the lust twenty years, I would call 
upon the people of Utah, both Saint 
and sinner, Jew and Gentile, white 
ir.en and red, to quit their vain and 
unprofitable traffic and speculation, 
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and go to with their might to raise 
wheat, corn, and stock. Be not anx- 
ious to drive your stock to California. 
Save all your grain, and sow all you 
possibly can. llich deposits of snow 
are now being made in the mountains, 
j according to your prayers, which be- 
token a fruitful vear* Ask God to 
bless your labors, and eveiy seed that 
; you sow in the earth. Prepare store- 
houses in which it can be saved. Re- 
member Joseph in Egypt I The old 
man himself, and all the boys had to 
go to him, for he had corn in time of 
famine. Politicians oppose our ga- 
thering together* But if you will 
have plenty of wheat, pork, and beef 
on hand, all hell cannot stop them 
from coming here* Look out for the 
old man and all the boys to come 
bending unto you, and 111 venture 
they will not quarrel with you about 
the union of Church and State, at 
least not until they have had their 
breakfast. We may then tell them 
that when we were with them, they 
burned up our wheat in the stack, in 
the shock, and that which was scat- 
tered in the field. They burned oxu* 
hay and our houses ; and left our 
sick, our women and children in the 
scorching sun and beating rain, with 
out food or shelter. 

We told them when they did it, 
that we would have wheat when they 
had none. When these poor starving 
thousands flock here for food, will it 
not be glory enough for you to begin 
with, to feed them, to give them shel 
ter, and administer to their sick* 
Will not such coals of fire heaped 
upon their heads be hot enough t< 
satisfy your righteous indignation 4 . 
If you will do as you are told, youi 
eyes shall witness just such scenes ! 
You may ask, *■ When shall these 
things be ? " Answer, Just so soon 
as you can possibly lay up the wheat 
If the United States will not make 
Brigham Young Governor, wheat will, 
Joseph's brethren never voted to make 
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him Governor over them ; but he was 
elected to that office by a joint ballot 
of wheat and com. There is more 
i ill vat ion and security in wheat, than 
l\\ all the political schemes of the 
world, and also more power in it than 
in all the contending armies of the 
nations. Raise wheat and lay it up in 
store till it will bring a good price ; 
not dollars and cents, but kingdoms, 
countries, peoples, tribes, and tongues, 
■ * They have sold themselves for naught, 
■ind must be redeemed without money I H 
it will take wheat to redeem them ! 
liaise wheat and lay it up secure! 
and it will preach the 11 gathering " 
more eloquently, successfully, an>l ex- 
ten ly than all the missionaries that 
we can send out to sweep through the 
nations, with the proclamation of the 
judgments of God abroad in the land ! 

If I feel at our approaching Confer- 
ence as I now do, I shall ask to 
move that our home missions be not 
diminished, but increased, if possible ; 
and all set to raising wheat, and make 
Kion a house and city of refuge for 
the Saints and for the sons of strang- 
ers, that they may come arid build up 
our walls, even as the old Prophet 
hath spoken- Many of you have finish- 
ed your seeding, perhaps, for the sea- 
son; but suppose you add another 
edition, enlarged, if not revised. 
Trust in God ! and if your works be 
good, and plenty of them, your faith 
will not be questioned ! 

I will now call your attention, for a 
short time, to some occurrences that 
have taken place in our city. 

On Sunday, the 4th day of Febru- 
ary, brothers Kimball and Grant spoke 
very plainly and pointedly in relation 
to the intercourse of the Saints with 
the world ; and seriously objected to 
that intercourse when it tended to de- 
base and corrupt the Saints. They 
Tvcrc tolerably well posted up in some 
matters upon which they spoke. I 
will not say by what means they were 
posted, whether by private confession 


of some conscience-smitten guilty par- 
ticipant in things not right, or by the 
common or ordinary means of know- 
ledge. Suffice it to say, that they 
meant those and those onlv who were 
guilty of improprieties, that can not 
be looked upon with complacency by 
this people. The line was drawn be- 
tween vice and virtue, so clearly and 
plainly that none need mistake it. 
Several persons took serious excep- 
tions to the teachings that were then 
given, and felt themselves insulted, 
excluded from society, and as the In- 
dians say, " thrown away,** 

The next day, Monday, the Eastern 
Mail arrived, and brought a very bel- 
ligerent article from the Charleston 
Mercury. It is said to have been 
prompted by the Cabinet at Washing- 
ton, with design to raise a fuss with 
the " Mormons/ 1 The article shows a 
deep-rooted and heated feeling against 
the Saints, and takes it for granted 
that every evil that can be said of us is 
true. The following is a short quota- 
tion from the article — 

" There can be no fellowship be- 
tween Mormon and Christian, They 
cannot exist under the same social 
system. They cannot be partners in 
political pgwer." 

Here the line is drawn ! All fel- 
lowship is denied us. No social re- 
lations are permitted* Did brothers 
Grant and Kimball say anything more 
than this. Did they not make as 
many honorable exceptions as are 
made in the foregoing? We are 
obliged to pocket all such sayings, 
and go along about our business. 

Brothers Grant and Kimball were 
only God s looking-glasses, to reflect 
the sentiment entertained towards us, 
which, like some other coming events, 
cast its shadow one day in advance of 
the mail, and was partially endorsed 
and responded to before it arrived. 
If outsiders do not like us to endorse 
their paper, they should not present 
it ; and when we endorse it to a limit- 
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cd extent, it ill becomes them to ob- 
ject to their own doctrine when the 
tables are turned. 

Aside from all strife or prejudice 
ou either side, to what extent are the 
Saints to unite with the world? They 
are God's creatures as well as we. He 
sustains them and has regard for them, 
We ourselves were once of the world, 
and should not forget the rock from 
whence we were hewn, nor the hole of 
the pit from whence we were digged 
How far, then, is it our dutv to extend 
uur fellowship and regard for them, that 
we may be justified in the eyes of God 
who presides over us all ? Hem ember, 
ye Elders in Israel, that you are to go 
to all nations, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature. While abroad on 
your missions in the discharge of your 
official duties, what favors have you 
a right to ask of the world ? If you 
are hungry, you have the right to ask 
them for food. If you are in distress 
or in want, and cannot relieve your- 
selves, you have the right to ask them 
for relief and aid. If any one kindly 
and generously gives you food, cloth- 
ing, or money for Christ's sake, and 
because he respects and loves yon as 
a good man, let your peace and bless- 
ing rest upon that person, and upon 
all others that kindly administer to 
your wants ; and then when you all 
appear before thfc God of truth, forget 
not to give a good account of those 
who favored you on your missions 
through this world, and say : " When 
I was hungry, they gave me food ; 
when a stranger, they took me in ; 
naked, they clothed me; and when 
thirsty, they gave me a cup of cold 
water/ 1 Remember that your comfort 
and happiness in this life were mea- 
surably suspended upon their kind 
offices towards you ; and in turn, their 
future comfort and happiness will be 
suspended upon your testimony, and 
upon your favorable report it will be 
said unto them, " Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of 
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these, my brethren, ye have done i 
unto me. Enter thou into the joys of 
thr Lord ! " 

But when you go abroad on business 
of a worldly or temporal nature, you 
have not this claim upon the hospita- 
lity of the world ; but should pay your 
way the same as a worldling. But 
whether you are abroad on ordinary 
business, or as a minister of God, you 
have no ri^ht to make any more free, 
or take any more liberties, with other 
men's wives, sisters, or daughters, than 
with the men themselves ; and the 
higher you stand in the Church, the 
more heinous and criminal would be 
such an offence. Whenever a u Mor- 
mon 41 will do any such thing, you may 
know that he is under transgression, 
that the spirit of truth, o£ honor, of 
integrity, or of God, is not with him* 
Hut if anytf you, outsiders, have a 
" Mormon " wife, who became a M Slor- 
inon " before you married her, and 
you married her with your eyes open- 
ed to the fact, I cannot promise that 
your happiness with her will always 
be uninterrupted. I say the same in 
relation to a " Mormon/* if ho marry 
out of this Church (a circumstance 
that never occurred to my knowledge). 
Any " Mormon " who will seek the 
company of a lewd woman, either at 
home or abroad, or that will try to 
seduce a virtuous woman, is looked 
upon precisely the same, and with 
similar feeling to those with which 
we would look upon the contents of 
a bilious stomach ejected by the aid 
o£ lobelia', or tartar emetic. We spew 
such out of our mouth. We can look 
upon no Inch character as a Ch ristian 
or a gentleman, though he be the 
highest ** Mormon " official, a civil or 
military officer, the king upon h" 
throne, or the President in his chair. 
The higher the station, the more 
sinful and loathsome the act. 

But if a man, in good faith and in- 
tegrity, with righteousness as the girdle 
of his loins, take unto himself many 
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wives, acknowledge and sustain them, 
and honorably care and provide for 
their offspring, it is all right with me, 
and with God, so far as I know and 
Understand His law, with the Pro- 
phets and Apostles of old, with the 
Patriarchs and wise men of the East, 
to which quarter we look for light na- 
tural and spiritual. But woe be unto 
him who, alone for guilty pleasure, 
corrupts himself — who, to gratify the 
lower passions, prostrates the fair 
temple of virtue, and turns the feet 
of the unwary and light-hearted fe- 
male, by soft and flattering words, 
from the high road of honor, Life, and 
immortality, to the shades of misery, j 
shame, corruption, and death, A crea- 
ture (not a gentleman), once said to 
me, 4i I found that she was corrupt, and 
hence no sin if I paid her ; as, with 
the price of her shame and debauch- 
ery, she could supply herself with the 
means of a living/' 41 Ah !" thought 
J, 4i better die than live by such means. 
Had you given her aid with a word 
of kind reproof, and kept yourself 
free from her snare, you would not 
have patronized or encouraged her in 
her si^ Your behavior would have 
been that of a God and a Savior ; but 
as it is, you have acted the part of a 
rtuvil — joined hands with corruption, i 
and identified yourself with the pros- 
titute, and with the whore/ 1 Let any 
Man, however hiyh or honorable he, 
may wish to be thought, give evidence 
to this community that such is his ' 

■ ■ WW 

moral calibre, he will be spumed from 
the domiciles and homes of the Saints 
(that are Saints) with that becoming 
indignation that God and angels will 
approve. But that man whose mind is 
unfortified by religious influence, yet 
who, from the force of moral princi- 
ple and natural goodness and virtue, 
keeps himself free and unspotted from 
those vices, is more to be valued than 
the fine gold of Ophir, or the diamond 
that glitters in the monarch's crown. 
He is as the shadow of a great rock in 
No. 11] 


a weary land, or like the oasis in the 
desert, which lures the weary wander- 
er to repose his brawny limbs on its 
verdant bed. He draws around him 
all that venerate genuine moral worth ? 
and holds an influence that will not 
allow him, like a certain Judge, to ily 
the track and cry, " Mad dog/ 1 when 
the hydrophobic virus is concealed un- 
der his own tongue. 

It is our custom to receive all stran- 
gers, who come among us under the 
name and style of respectability, with 
kindness and cordiality, and yet with 
cautious reserve. We try to make 
them comfortable and happy. But if 
we discover that an advantage is sought 
to be taken of our generous good feel- 
ing, to practise what our religion, laws, 
and vital prejudices are strenuously 
opposed to, I mean that practice so 
common and popular in the world, 
sexual intercourse without respect or 
regard to the solemnities of the mar- 
riage vow, then the thread will be cut 
at once, and such characters dropped 
and despised by the virtuous and good* 
The armies of the world canuot force 
us or frighten us to honor or respect 
such persons. They will then ques- 
tion our patriotism, and send away all 
manner of reports, prejudicial to out 
religious and political standing. Bat 
they will be careful about reporting 
what they have done. They, of course, 
are the innocent ones ! It is my cffBt- 
did and unqualified opinion, that but 
few, if any, persons living among us, 
and not of our Church, have ever sent 
or carried evil reports of us, who them- 
selves have not met with some unex- 
pected obstacle in their w f ay to vioo 
and criminal pleasure and indulgence, 
or to political ambition and advance- 
ment. This may serve as a key to 
many things. Because strong lan- 
guage is used in relation to such vila 
practices, it may be inferred that much 
corruption exists here. But the con- 
trary is true. If licentiousness or il* 
licit intercourse had gained the footing 

[Vol. II. 
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and reputation here that it has in 
London, New York, Boston, Philadel- 
phia, or Washington, then we might 
be comparatively silent while such 
vices carried the popular sway- But 
anything unusual, and of a corrupting 
character in our midst, excites in us 
an indignation that often finds vent in 
maledictions upon the heads of the de- 
mons that attempt to introduce it. 

If there were none but Latter-day 
Saints living in Utah, we should have 
no occasion to speak upon this subject 
♦as we do ; but being infested by those 
*' who profess the pure morality of the 
religion of Jesus" such as the Charles- 
ton Mercury endorses and eulogizes, 
we are constrained to speak in great 
plainness. I will now leave this sub- 
ject, knowing that he or she that is 
righteous will be righteous still ; and 
they who are filthy will be filthy still. 

I discover that some of the Eastern 
papers represent me as a great blas- 
phemer, because I said, in my lecture 
on Marriage, at our last Conference, 
that Jesus Christ was married at Cana 
of Galilee, that Mary, Martha, and 
others were his wives, and that he be- 
gat children. 

All that I have to say in reply to 
that charge is this — they worship a 
Savior that is too pure and holy 
to fulfil the commands of his Fa- 
ther. I worship one that is just pure 
and holy enough " to fulfil all right- 
eousness ; " not only the righteous 
law of baptism, but the still more 
righteous and important law ** to mul- 
tiply and replenish the earth/ T Star- 
tle not at this ! for even the Father 
himself honored that law by coming 
down to Mary, without a natural body, 
and begetting a son ; and if Jesus be- 
gat children, he only " did that which 
lie had seen his Father do." 

But to return to our subject — the 
fellowship of the world. Unite with 
them just as far as you require them to 
unite with you, and upon the same 
principle. If they are hungry, feed 
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them when in your power. If they 
are in distress, trouble, or difficulty, 
relieve them. Take them in when 
strangers, if they ask you. Be kind 
unto them and courteous ; yet remem- 
ber that God has given to you His 
Holy Spirit as a standard, to which the 
world should come. It is your duty to 
honor that standard, and to keep it 
erect- If the world have fellowship 
and union with you, let it be in the 
Spirit of the Lord. But if you allow 
that standard to fall in your own hearts, 
or to become recumbent, and you slide 
back into the spirit of the world and 
unite with them, you have virtually 
struck your colors to the enemy, and 
gone over to his side ! The salt has 
lost its savor, and is become powerless 
to save. It is only fit to be cast out 
and trodden under foot of men. 

If you love and respect the welfare 
of the world, never allow yourselves 
to imbibe their spirit, or to become one 
with them. For if you do; you can- 
not be a savior, but need one as well 
as they ; for you both stand upon one 
and the same level. The world hated 
the Savior before they hated us, and 
they killed him because he would 
never unite in heart and spirit with 
them. They will kill some of us for 
the same cause. But blessed are the 
man and the woman that are hated by 
the world because they will not be one 
with them. ** Do them all the good 
you can, aud as little harm as pos- 
sible." 

In conclusion, the present is an im- 
portant era, an era in which the na- 
tions are becoming angry. They 
thirst for each other s blood ; and who 
knows but that all nations will, respec- 
tively, file off under the heads of 
Greek and Koman, or " Gog and 
Magog," to fight the terrible battles 
spoken off in sacred writ ? 

Ye Saints of Latter-days, keep your 
lamps trimmed and burning, that you 
walk not in darkness. Ye virgins, 
wise and foolish, awake, for, behold, the 


GATHERING AND SANCTIFICATION OP THE PEOPLE OF GOD. 211 


day is near, and the hour fast ap- 
proaching, whenit shall be said-" Be- 
hold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye 
out to meet him ! " 

Allow me here to close by giving 
you the translation of a stanza from 
a celebrated German poet — 


c * Calmly bear the frowns of fortune* 
Soothe the heart oppressed with woe ; 
Sacred keep the plighted promise, 
True alike to friend and foe* 
Manly pride display to Princes, 
Give to modest worth its due, 
Cherish troth with all her Tot'riea, 
Deprecate the faithless crew* 
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Brethren and Sisters — I must ex- 
press my gratification at the address 
which was delivered for our conside- 
ration in the former part of the day* 
I do not feel as much in the spirit of 
preaching as I do in that of listening ; 
but as there is still a short time to be 
occupied, at the request of the breth- 
ien I will offer for your consideration 
a few remarks. 

According to the example already 
given this afternoon, I shall com* 
inence by taking a text, which will 
he found recorded in the 23rd chapter 
of the Gospel according to St. Mat- 
thew — " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are sent unto thee, how 
often would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not." 

While I call your attention to this 
[rassage of Scripture, I have in view 
the rich items that have been presen- 
ted here to day, the light of the Spi- 
rit which has been manifest in re- 
vealing to us our duty, that purity of 
life, that submission of conduct, that 
correct course which are calculated in 
all things to enlighten the Saints, aud 


prepare them for exaltation and eter- 
nal lives. How often, says the Sa- 
vior, would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, O ! Jerusalem, as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and would have nourished you, 
but vou would not. 

These words were uttered by the 
Savior while looking at the vast city 
and surrounding country which was 
then inhabited by the Jews, who were 
residing there in security, surrounded 
with plenty, and were at the same 
time almost universally in open re- 
bellion against the law of heaven. 

It has been a very common saying 
in the world that the Lord was able to 
do everything, that he could do any- 
thing he had a mind to do, and ac- 
complish what he pleased ; that he 
possessed universal power, and could 
accomplish what he undertook, But 
what says our text ? " How oft would 
I have gathered you, but you would 
not/' This indicates that he could 
not do it, because they were not wil- 
ling ; that is the way we understand 
the language. It is plain also from 
the text, that if the people of Jerusa- 
lem, the children flf Israel, would have 
listened, and would have been gathered. 
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he would have nourished them, and 
conferred upon them the principles of 
salvation, the laws of exaltation which 
it was his desire to give them. Let 
me say, then, that from the foundation 
of the world, or, in other words, from 
the fall of man until the period of the 
declaration of the words of our text, 
we find plainly illustrated, in the 
whole history contained in the sacred 
book, the principle that the Lord 
wished to reveal unto the children of 
men things which had been hid from 
before the foundation of the world, 
principles which would exalt them to 
celestial thrones, but they would not, 
or, which amounts to the same, He 
could never find a people, could never 
communicate with a generation or a 
very numerous body of men that would 
obey His commandments, listen to His 
counsel, and observe His wisdom, or 
be led by His revelations. 

Some of my friends may think I am 
doing injustice by these remarks to 
the Zion of Enoch, I am aware that 
the Lord did in the days of Enoch 
gather together enough of the inhabit- 
ants of the earth to build a city, but 
in consequence of the rebellion, the 
wickedness, and oppression of the 
great mass of mankind, He could not 
save that city from destruction, only 
by taking it unto His own bosom ; 
hence went forth the saving of old, 
" Zion is fled." So far as revealed 
records show, that is the nearest He 
ever came to the point of accomplish- 
ing the end of His undertaking, touch- 
ing the redemption of the human fa- 
mily, up to the days of the Savior, 

As we have learned, from Elder 
Hyde's sermon this afternoon, the 
same thing is illustrated in the his- 
tory of Joseph ; he wished to reveal 
the will of God to his brethren, but 
they rebelled, and sold him into 
Egypt Moses undertook to give the 
children of Israel , the laws of the 
Priesthood, to make them a holy peo- 
ple, a chosen generation, a kingdom 


of Priests, but what was the result ? 
They would not receive it ; and al- 
though God had delivered them from 
' the plagues of Egypt, from the hands 
of Pharoab, brought them through tho 
Red Sea, and led them by a cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night, yet, 
when Moses went into the presence 
of God to receive His law, to receiv* 
those principles that were to magnify 
them, and make them a kingdom of 
Priests, a holy people, they, a whole 
people, concluded that it was best to 
worship a calf. l( Why," said they, 
" our neighbors worship calves, they 
; have gods, they have idols, and we 
wish to worship something that we 
can see, for we do not know what lias 
become of this Moses, and we want a 
god that we can see and handle/' 

In taking a passing glance of this 
subject, we find the same attempt was 
made in the days of Solomon, the wise 
king of Israel- The Lord undertook 
to prepare a place, a house wherein He 
could reveal unto His people the law 
of exaltation. He made the attempt, 
but before *that house could be com- 
pleted, one of the very men through 
whom the ordinances of exaltation 
were to be revealed must be put to 
death by the cruel treachery of wicked 
men, stirred up by the adversary, which 
, frustrate tb! &g.. The keys of 
the Priesthood consequently had to be 
kept a secret, and years after, the 
Prophets were lamenting, mourning, 
complaining, and finding fault wi 
the people because the Lord coul 
never be permitted to reveal the ful- 
ness of His will to the children of men. 
Micah, after reflecting how often the 
Lord had attempted to reveal His law, 
and as his eye by the spirit of prophecy 
glanced down through the vista of 
time to the last days, exclaims in g 
transport of joy, " But in the last days 
it shall come to pass, that the moun- 
tain of the house of the Lord shall be 
established in the top of the moun- 
tains, and it shall be exalted above the 
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hills ; and people shall flow unto it. 
And many nations shall come, and 
say, Come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, and to the 
house of the God of Jacob ; and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths ; for the law shall j 
go forth of Zion, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem/ 1 j 

This was just a glimpse that the 
Prophet had of the establishment of 
the purposes of Jehovah in the last 
days. Hg saw the nations flowing to 
the tops of the mountains to receive 
that law of redemption which the 
world would not receive in the meri- 
dian of time, when the Savior made 
lri> appearance, and presented him- 
self to the house of Israel, chose his 
Apostles, conferred upon them the keys 
of the Priesthood, and sent them forth 
to bear testimony to the sons of men. 
The result of his divine mission is 
manifested in the words of our text, 
*' O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often 
would I have gathered you as a hen 
gathers th her chickens under her 
wings, but ye would not." 

Says John, when speaking of our Sa- 
vior, Si He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not. But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God.** Power 
was given them to become the sons of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ; 
hence the principles of exaltation were 
clearly illustrated by Jesus Christ and 
his Apostles, yet the people would not 
receive them. In a few years after- 
wards we find that every person who 1 
preached the pure Gospel of Jesus 
Christ was doomed to destruction by 
the hands of wicked men, the power j 
of the adversary increased, Paganism ! 
overwhelmed the true Church, and 
Pagan institutions were substituted 
instead, and the Christian religion ! 
either had to hide itself in the dens 
and caves of the earth, or bow to the 
unmeaning mummeries of ancient 
Pagan Home. Notwithstanding this, 


the Lord had His eye upon the great 
point to be attained, the great 
object to be accomplished, when He 
would again attempt to gather the 
children of Israel together, and nour- 
ish them, and teach them of His ways, 
and learn them to walk in His paths. 

The very first moment after the angel 
of God had communicated to Joseph 
Smith the revelation of the fulness of 
the Gospel, what do we discover ? Wo 
discover that all the blood hounds of 
earth and hell were let loose upon 
him. The very first attempt that 
could be made to bear testimony of 
the Gospel was to be thwarted by per- 
secution, the editorial thunder was 
immediately let loose, and as the old 
Quaker said to the dog that came to 
his store, being a little oftended at 
the animal, r< I will not kill thee, but 
I will give thee a bad name," so he 
turns him out and halloos, " Bad dog," 
judging rightly that somebody would 
suppose him to be mad, and shoot him. 
That was the devils plan, when this 
Gospel was first introduced, the ciy 
was, " False prophet, impostor, delu- 
sion, fornication," mixed up with every 
kind of slander. 

Every person who is well acquain- 
ted with the history of this Church, 
knows that at the commencement of 
it the persecutions commenced, and 
they continued to increase until the 
death of the Prophet, Forty-seven 
times he was arraigned before the 
tribunals of law, and had to sustain all 
the expense of defending himself in 
those vexatious suits, and was every 
time acquitted. He was never found 
guilty but once, I have been told, by 
Patriarch Emer Harris, that on a cer- 
tain occasion he was brought before a 
magistrate in the State of New York, 
and charged with having cast out de- 
Nils ; the magistrate, after hearing the 
witnesses, decided that he was guilty, 
but as the statutes of New York did 
not provide a punishment for casting 
out devils, he was acquitted. 


The limited amount of time which 
I may use this afternoon, compels me 
to take hut a partial glance at certain 
points that I wish to notice in con- 
nexion with our text. 

Among the first principles that were 
revealed to the children of men in the 
last days was the gathering ; the first 
revelations that were given to the 
Church were to command them to 
gather, and send Elders to seek out 
a place for the gathering of the Saints, 
What is the gathering for? Why 
was it that the Savior wished the 
children of Israel to gather together ? 
It that they might become united 
and provide a place wherein he could 
reveal unto them keys which have 
been hid from before the foundation 
of the world ; that he could unfold 
unto them the laws of exaltation, and 
make them a kingdom of Priests, even 
the whole people, and exalt them to 
thrones and dominions in the celestial 
world. 

For this purpose, in 1833, the 
Saints commenced to build a Temple 
in Kirtiand, the cost of which was not 
less than one hundred thousand dol- 
lars. A mere handful of Saints com- 
menced that work, but they were full 
of faith and energy, and willing, as they 
supposed, to sacrifice everything for 
the building up of Zion. In a few 
weeks some of them apostatized ; the 
trials were too great, the troubles were 
too severe. I know persons who apos- 
tatized because they supposed they 
had reasons; for instance, a certain 
family, after having travelled a long 
journey, arrived in Kirtiand, and the 
Prophet asked them to stop with him 
until they could find a place. Sister 
Emma, in the mean time, asked the 
old lady if she would have a cup of 
tea to refresh her after the fatigues of 
the journey, or a cup of coffee. This 
whole family apostatized because they 
were invited to take a cup of tea or cof- 
fee, after the Word of Wisdom was given. 

Another family, about the same 


time, apostatized because Joseph Smith 
came down out of the translating room, 
where he had been translating by the 
gift and power of God, and commenced 
playing with his little children. Some 
such trials as these, you know, had to 
be encountered. 

I recollect a gentleman who came 
from Canada, and who had been a 
Methodist, and had always been in 
the habit of praying to a God who had 
no ears, and as a matter of course had 
to shout and halloo pretty loud to 
make him hear. Father Johnson 
asked him to pray in their family wor- 
| ship in the evening, and he got on 
such a high key, and hallooed so loud 
that he alarmed the whole village. 
Among others, Joseph came running 
out, saying, M What is the matter ? I 
thought by the noise that the hea- 
vens and the earth were coming to- 
gether/ 1 and said to the man, " that 
| he ought not to give way to such an 
enthusiastic spirit, and bray so much 
like a jackass." Because Joseph said 
that, the poor man put back to Cana- 
j da, and apostatized ; he thought he 
would not pray to a God who did not 
want to be screamed at with all one *s 
might. 

We progressed in this way while wo 
were building the Kirtiand Temple. 
The Saints had a great many tradi- 
tions which they had borrowed from 
their fathers, and laid the foundations, 
and built that Temple with great toil 
and suffering, compared with what we 
have aow to endure. They got that 
: building so far finished as to be dedi 
! cated ; this was what the Lord wanted, 
He wished them to provide a place 
wherein He could reveal to the chil- 
dren of men those principles that will 
exalt them to eternal glory, and make 
them Saviors on mount Zion. Four 
hundred and sixteen Elders, Priest?, 
Teachers, and Deacons met in the 
Kirtiand Temple on the evening^ 
its dedication. I can see faced 
here that were in that assembly. 
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The Lord poured His Spirit upon 
us, and gave us some little idea 
of the law of anointing, and con- 
ferred upon us some blessings. He 
taught us how to shout hosannab, 
gave Joseph the keys of the gathering 
together of Israel, and revealed to us, 
what ? Why the fact of it was, He dare 
not yet trust us with the first key of j 
the Priesthood. He told us to wash 
ourselves, and that almost made the 
Tvomen mad, and they said, as they j 
were not admitted into the Temple 
while this washing was being perform- 1 
ed, that some mischief was going on, ! 
and some of them were right huffy 
about it 

We were instructed to wash each 
other's feet, as an evidence that we 
had borne testimony of the truth of 
the Gospel to the world. We were 
taught to anoint each other's head 
with oil in the name of the Lord, as 
an ordinance of anointing. All these 
things were to be done in their time, § 
place, and season. All this was plain 
and simple, yet some apostatized be- 
cause there was not more of it, and 
others because there was too much. j 

On the evening after the dedication 
of the Temple, hundreds of the breth- 
ren received the ministering of angels, 
saw the light and personages of an- 
gels, and bore testimony of it. They 
spake in new tongues, and had a 
greater manifestation of the power of 
God than that described by Luke on 
the day of Pentecost. Yet a great 
portion of the persons who saw these 
manifestations, in a few years, and 
some of them in a few weeks, aposta- 
tized. If the Lord had on that oc- 
casion revealed one single sentiment 
more, or went one step further to re* 
veal more fully the law of redemption, 
I believe He would have upset the 
whole of us. The fact was, He dare 
not, on that very account, reveal to 
us a single principle further than He 
had done, for He had tried, over and 1 
over again, to do it. He tried at Je- 


rusalem ; He tried away back before 
the flood; He tried in the days of 
Moses ; and He had tried, from time 
to time, to find a people to whom He 
could reveal the law of salvation, and 
He never could fully accomplish it ; 
and He was determined this time to 
be so careful, and advance the idea 
I so slowlv, to communicate them to 
the children of men with such great 
caution that, at all hazards, a few of 
them might be able to understand and 
obey. For, says the Lord, my ways 
are not as your ways, nor my thoughts 
as your thoughts ; for as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. 

For instance, you tell a man he 
must be baptized for the remission of 
his sins : then the query arises, " What 
use is it to dip a man in water?" 
You tell a man he should repent of 
his si os, cease to do evil, and learn to 
do well, and the answer is, " Well, 
and what is the reason of all that ! " 
Tell him that he should receive the 
imposition of hands on his head for tho- 
reception of the Holy Ghost, and he 
will feel some as the old woman did 
where I was preaching and baptizing 
in England. An old lady came to be 
baptized ; we accordingly baptized her- 
When the time came to attend to the 
ordinance of confirmation, I began to 
confirm the company of new disciples* 
I had noticed that she lacked soap 
and water, things that evidently were 
scarce about her bouse. When I came 
up to lay my hands upon her, saya 
she, " Don't you lay your filthy paws, 
upon my head." The fact of it was, 
she bad received all the law of redemp- 
tion she could receive, and the law of 
laying on of hands looked so foolish 
to her that she would not have any- 
thing to do with it. 

This serves to illustrate the saying* 
that our ways are not as the ways of 
the Lord, nor our thoughts as His; 
neither do the plans which the Lord 
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has devised for the good of man cor- 
respond with the plans and views 
which men devise for their own good. 
Now if the Lord had considered it wis* 
dom, on the day of the lurtland en- 
dowment and great solemn assembly, 
to come forward and reveal to the 
children of men the facts that are 
laid down plainly in the Bible, and 
had told them that, without the law 
of sealing, no man could he exalted 
to a throne in the celestial kingdom, 
that is, without he had a woman by 
his side ; and that no woman could be 
exalted in the celestial world, without 
she was exalted with a man at her 
head ; that the man is not without 
the woman, nor the woman without 
the man in the Lord ; had He revealed 
this simple sentiment, up would have 
jumped some man, saying, " What ! 
got to have a woman sealed to me 
in order to be saved, in order to be 
exalted to thrones, dominions, and 
eternal increase ?" M Yes/* " I do not 
believe a word of it, I cannot stand 
that, for I never intended to get mar- 
ried, I do not believe in any of this 
nonsense." At the same time, per- 
haps somebody else might have had 
faith to receive it. Again up jumps 
somebody else, " Brother Joseph, I 
have had two wives in my lifetime, 
cannot I have them both in eternity ? " 
** No," If he had said yes, perhaps 
we should all have apostatized at once, 
Now I will illustrate this still further. 
The Lord did actually reveal one prin- 
ciple to us there, and that one princi- 
ple was apparently so simple, and so 
foolish in their eyes, that a great many 
apostatized over it, because it wag so 
contrary to their notions and views- 
It was this, after the people had fast- 
ed all day, they sent out and got wine 
and bread, and blessed them, and dis- 
tributed them to the multitude, that 
is, to the whole Assembly of the breth- 
ren, and they ate and drank, and pro- 
phesied, and bore testimony, and con- 
tinued so to do until some of the 1 


High Council of Missouri stepped into 
the stand, and, as righteous Noah did 
when he awoke from his wine, com- 
menced to curse their enemies. Vou 
never felt such a shock go throu^.'i 
any house or company in the world 
as went through that. There was 
almost a rebellion because men would 
get up and curse their enemies ; 
although they could remember well 
that it is written that Noah cursed his 
own grandson, and that God recog- 
nized that curse to such an extent 
that, at this day, millions of his pos- 
terity are consigned to perpetual ser- 
vitude. 

Many men are foolish enough to 
think that they can thwart the power 
of God, and can liberate the sons of 
Ham from that curse before its time 
has expired. Some of the brethren 
thought it was best to apostatize, be- 
cause the spirit of cursing was with 
men who had been driven from Mis- 
souri by mob violence. Yet every 
word that they prophesied has been 
fulfilled. They prophesied that the 
bones of many of those murderers 
should bleach on the prairie, and that 
birds should pick out their eyes, and 
beasts devour their flesh. Men who 
have traversed the plains of Mexico, 
California, Nebraska, and Kansas, 
have often seen the fulfilment of that 
prophecy in the most marvellous man- 
ner, \Ve have seen their names upon 
trees, on the heads of old trunks, and 
bits of boards ; the names of men 
that I knew, and I knew just as well, 
in the Kirtland Temple, what would 
be their fate, as I know now. But 
that tried us, some of us were awfully 
tried about it. The Lord dared not 
then reveal anything more ; He had 
given us all we could swallow ; and 
persecution raged around us to sue] 
an extent that we were obliged to for- 
sake our beautiful Temple, and flee 
into the State of Missouri, 

He there put us into another sieve, 
and sifted us good, and we were then 
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-driven from the State of Missouri, 
leaving the Prophet and a good many 
of his brethren in prison. We thus 
passed on from the year IS 3 7 until 
the year l> Jo, when the Lord conclu- 
ded that the people who had hceij 
gathered, since the scattering from 
.Missouri, had been made acquainted 
with the principles of His kingdom so : 
loi that they must have become' 
strong enough for Him to reveal one 
sentiment more. 

Whereupon, the Prophet goes up 
on the stand, and, after preaching 
about everything else he could think 
of in the world, at last hints at the 
idea of the law of redemption, makes 
a bare hint at the law of sealing, and 
it produced such a tremendous excite* 
inent that, as soon as he had got his 
dinner half eaten, he had to go back 
to the stand, aud unpreach all that he 
had preached, and left the people to 
guess at the matter. While he was 
thus preaching he turned to the men 
sitting in the stand, and who were ; 
the men who should have backed him 
up, for instance, to our good old Pre- 
sident Harks, William and Wilson 
Law, and father Cowles, and a num- 
ber of other individuals about Xauvoo, 
for this occurred when the Twelve 
were in the Eastern portions of the 
United States, and said, 44 If I were 
to reveal the things that God has re- 
vealed to me, if I were to reveal to 
this people the doctrines that I know 
are for their exaltation, these men 
would spill my blood/ 1 This shows 
the improvement that had been, the 
advancement that had been made, and 
the light that had been attained. He 
also said, that there were men and wo- 
men in that congregation w ho imagined 
themselves almost perfect, and who 
would oppose and reject the principles 
of exaltation, and would never fully 
realize their mistake until the morn- 
ing of the resurrection. 1 was not 
there, and did not hear the discourse; 
but persona were there who could 


: write two or three words of a sentence, 
and I profess to be good enough at 
guessing, to tell what the balance was. 

In tracing the history of this 
Church through the records, I make 
myself acquainted with circumstances, 
aud I cannot but see illustrated 
before the eyes of the whole people 
the fatherly care that God had to 
take in revealing to this people the 
law of exaltation. Finally, He reveal- 
ed so much of it that William Law, 
one of the First Presidency, and one 
of the most sanctimonious men in Is- 
rael, got alarmed for fear that Joseph 
was going to kill him, and he called 
the whole of the Police before the 
City Council, aud had them all sworn, 
and cross examined, to find out if Jo- 
seph had instructed any of them to 
kill him. I told some of the boys at 
that time, that he knew he hod done 
something that he ought to die for, or 
he would not be so afraid of his best 
friends. Joseph slid to the Council and 
Police, " I might live, as Caesar might 
have lived, were it not for a right 
hand Brutus ; 1T and the illustration of 
that saying is most clearly shown by 
William Law's operations in bringing 
about the murder of the Prophet. 
The men who were in his bosom, 
shared his confidence, and professed 
to be his warmest and best friends, 
were the men to treacherously shed 
his blood. 

Why? Because he had revealed 
one additional principle of the law of 
redemption, that is, that the man is 
not without the woman, nor the woman 

! without the man, in the Lord ; that 
if a man went to the eternal world 
without obeying the law of sealing, he 
would remain forever alone, forever a 
servant, and could never have any in- 
crease ; that if a woman entered the 
celestial world without having com- 
plied with the law of sealing, as in- 
trusted by the Savior to his Apostles, 
she would remain for ever alone, and 
without any increase ; and if either man 
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or woman sliould reject the principles of 
that law, they would forever lament 
and mourn that they might have been 
exalted to an eternal increase, and an 
everlasting dominion, hut they would 
not have it 

There was a very high degree of 
hypocrisy manifested in the maimers 
of this President William Law that 
always astonished me. I have learn- 
ed, in writing history, one or two very 
singular instances. 

In 1 843 Joseph Smith was arrested 
two hundred and fifty miles from 
home ; the Saints felt a great anxiety 
far his safety ; hundreds of individuals 
went out of Nauvoo on horseback, and 
took possession of all the roads be- 
tween the Mississippi and Illinois 
rivers, and some set out on a steam- 
boat, with a determination to examine 
every boat on the rivers, and attack 
any one that had him on board ; -and 
some of the most rapid marches on re- 
cord were performed on that occasion. 
Among others William Law started 
out with a party ; when he met Jo- 
seph, he rushed up to him and took 
him in his arms, and hugged him, and 
kissed him before some fifty or a hun- 
dred witnesses. He must have loved 
him wonderfully, for, about half an 
hour previous to his meeting Joseph, 
he had got the idea that he had been 
shipped an board a steamboat into 
Missouri, and he was dreadfully exci- 
ted. Brother A. P. Rockwood, or 
John Butler, can tell you how he talk- 
ed, M O ! " says he, ** I would not have 
Joseph taken to Missouri and killed 
for any thing in the world, for proper- 
ty would fall more than one half its 
value in Nauvoo," There is the say- 
ing of a man who, like Judas, could 
kiss the Prophet, when probably there 
were not many men in the whole city 
that would have cared a farthing for 
all the property in the world, when 
compared with saving Joseph's life- 
After the death of the Prophet, the 
world and the devil thought that they 
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had once more destroyed the attempt 
of the Almighty to reveal the law of 
exaltation, as only part of the work of 
miring the Temple was then done. 
The news spread alt over the United 
States that the Governor of Illinois 
had treacherously pledged the faith of 
the State for the safety of Joseph 
Smith, and also how honorably the 
Prophet bad acted in every thing 
under these trying circumstances, 
being well aware that his death was 
intended, and the people were really 
shocked at such base treachery, but 
generally jexdaimed, 41 How disgrace- 
ful ! how disgraceful ! ! to murder him 
so treacherously j t j But on second 
thoughts, it is a good thing he is 
dead." 

By and bye the devil discovered 
that brother Joseph's blood was not 
spilled before the Lord had said, M You 
have done enough, you may rest from 
your labors.'* He had conferred upon 
others the knowledge of the Priest- 
hood ; and God raised up another man 
to be a Prophet unto Israel, to be a 
President, a Kuler, and Instructor. I 
once heard a person say, *' ! I do 
wish brother Brigham was as good a 
man as Joseph was." Now let me tell 
you, brethren, that if brother Brigham 
■ was one particle better man than he 
is, he could not stay among us, he 
would have to leave us ; he is just as 
good a man as we are at present 
worthy of having in our midst* The 
Lord in mercy to ns has given us a 
great Prophet and a wise Ruler in Israel, 
that we may exert our powers, influ* 
ence, and wisdom, under his direction, 
to prepare for the revelation of the 
law of exaltation which has been so 
long promised. 

We went to work in Nanvoo and 
finished the Temple, and had no soon- 
er got it done but we had to leave it 
to be burned by our enemies ; and 
they then thought that if we were 
only driven into the wilderness, our 
sufferings would be so great in the 
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desert that we should all perish, and 
that would be the end of the matter- 
The devil wisely got up a new system 
of treatment ; after they had robbed 
us of every thing we had, and driven 
us from all the comforts and necessa- 
ries of life into the desert, he com- 
menced to adopt the 11 let alone sys- 
tem " upon us, under the impression 
that we would die of our own accord. 
They commenced this under glorious 
auspices, when we had nothing to eat, 
nothing to wear, not a drop of rain to 
water the earth, and a desert all 
around us, of the apparent fertility of 
which you may judge, when the moun- 
taineers said that they would give a 
thousand dollars for the first bushel of 
wheat or corn that was raised in the 
Valley. While letting us alone, a 
considerable change took place ; but 
it was hard to let us alone long, they 
had to give us an occasional poke, 
that we might know they were still 
alive. 

While letting us alone the Gospel 
was introduced into the Sandwich 
Islands, and into Denmark, and has 
begun to pour out its blessings in 
Sweden, Norway, Italy, France, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Africa, Australia, 
Malta, Gibraltar, the Crimea, an* I the 
East Indies, and is spreading all over 
the world ten times more rapidly than 
ever. All this came through " letting 
us alone. 11 I do not know but they 
may conclude it to be the best to give 
us another blow up ; if they do, it will 
be precisely as it was with the man 
who did not like the mustard stalk in 
his garden, which grew up, and be* 
came large and full of seed. The 
owner saw it had gone to seed in the 
garden, and became dreadfully irritated 
with the gardener, and got the hoe, 
and beat the stalks to pieces in his 
anger, and scattered the seed all over 
the garden. That is the way our ene- 
mies have operated the whole time t so 
they may as well take the " let alone 
system * as any other. Joseph pro- 


phesied that if they would let us alone, 
we would spread the Gospel all over 
the world, and if they did not let us 
alone, we would spread it anyhow, 
only a little quicker. 

But to my text, " Jerusalem, Je~ 
rusalem, thou that killest the Pro- 
phets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not ! " Let 
me tell you, my friends, that the foun- 
dation of another Temple is laid, and 
the very moment the first stone was 
placed, that moment the devil began 
to rage again ; and if this people will 
be united, thev will be the identical 
people that will 44 learn the ways of 
the Lord," and the Lord will reveal 
unto them things that have been hid 
from before th# foundation of the 
world. We find ourselves here, not 
by our own will but forced by our ene- 
mies, in the midst of the tops of the 
mountains, about a mile above the 
Christian world, surrounded by moun- 
tains whose tops are covered with per- 
petual snows ; and we also find the 
fulfilment of the prophecy that many 
people of all nations are saying, " Come, 
let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Ja- 
cob, and He will teach us of His ways, 
and we will walk in His paths." 

We are here, and the Lord is de- 
termined, if He can accomplish it, if 
we will let Him, to reveal unto us the 
laws of exaltation. He is determined 
to make this people " Kings and 
Priests unto God and his Father to 
give them the keys of exaltation for 
the redemption of themselves, and of 
all their dead back to the time when 
i the covenant was broken. If this peo- 
ple will be submissive and obedient to 
the laws and instructions of His Pro- 
phet and His Apostles, obey the teach- 
ings that are given unto them, and 
keep themselves pure, He will reveal 
unto them all those blessings; and 
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will not say unto us, as he said to Je- 
rusalem, 11 How oft would I have ga- 
thered you, but you would not" If 
we will be submissive and listen to 
the revelations of the Most High, re- 
membering that His ways are not as 
our ways, and His thoughts as our 
thoughts, for as the heavens are high- 
er than the earth so are H i fl ways than 
our ways, and His thoughts than our 
thoughts ; if we will remember this, 
and act upon it, we are in the way to 
obtain those keys of power, and pro- 
fit by them ; that is to say, we are 
right oil the grand turnpike to exal- 
tation. 

I recollect a story I heard Joseph 
once tell to a sectarian minister ; he 
had been preaching to him some of 
the first principles of the Gospel ; the 
minister acknowledged that the doc- 
trines were strictly according to the 
Kew Testament, but gave a kind of a 
pious sigh, and said, "I am afraid 
there is something wrong at the bot- 
tom of it" Joseph replied, tfc I feel 
a good deal as the honest Irishman 
did, who landed in America, and start- 
ed to go into the country, and see how 
it looked. As he was walking along 


the road, he came across a very pious 
minister of the Methodist order, who 
came up to the Irishman, and, thinking 
that he must say something about re- 
ligion, as he sat in his two wheeled 
gig, says, ' Patrick, have you made 
your peace with your God ? f * Ah, 
faith, sir, and sure we never had a 
falling out.' That rather shocked 
the priest, and he gave vent to an un- 
earthly grunt, and said, 4 You are lost, 
lost/ 1 Faith, sir, how can I be lost 
in the middle of the big turnpike t " 

I tell you we are in the middle of the 

II big turnpike," and if we continue in 
it the keys of exaltation are with us, 
and the great work of God will unfold 
to this people things that have been 
hid from before the foundation of the 
world. Let us be as clay in the 
hands of the potter, and strive with 
our mights to build up this work, and 
it will not be said of us, as it was of 
Jerusalem, ** Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
how oft would I have gathered jou, but 
ye would not." 

May God bless you, and enable us 
to fulfil and carry out His great and 
glorious designs, is my prayer in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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An Address by President ^Heber C. Kimball, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt 

Lake Ciiyi September 17, 1854, 


It is some time since I spoke 
to this congregation, and it is with me 
as it probably is with many others, 
the longer I sit, and the less I say, 
the more 1 ato troubled with fear. Is 
ft the fear of God ? No. It is a 
kind of a fear of the world — a fear of 


man, Now there is scarcely a person 
but what has more or less of these 
feelings, at times. I recollect often 
hearing brother Joseph Smith saytha 
many times his legs trembled like Bel 
shazzar's when he got up to speak be- 
fore the world, and before the Saints. 


OBEDIENCE — THE 

I have been interested with the re- 1 
lation brother Staines has given, al- ; 
though he could not relate all the 
experience he has had since he came 
into this Church some twelve or four- 
teen years ago. If he could remem- 
ber it all, and relate it, his experience 
would be very interesting. It is good, 
and I have been interested with it. 
I am interested with everything that 
is good ; and in fact, I am interested 
with a great many things which are 
not so very good, for there is nothing 
that I see on earth or in the heavens 
but what interests me, and gives me 
an experience. When I see a man 
take the wrong road — the road winch 
leads to death, it is an experience to 
me, and it opens my eyes to shun that 
path. And we are taught that if a 
man will not learn by precept, or by 
example, he has to learn by what he 
suffers. By seeing the bad example 
of another I can shun that path, aticl 
escape the difficulties he goes into. 
Of course his experience is tpiite a 
schoolmaster to me ; for if I do not 
take that road, I do not suffer the in- 
convenience he does. i 

During my whole course from the 
«lay 1 first heard of " Mormomsra," 
more than twenty- two years ago, T have 
never had but one desire, and that is 
to do what I am counselled, it matters 
not to me whether it be by the voice 
of God, or by the voice of His ser- 
vants, it is all the same with me. 
When we go forth as the servants of 
God. we are dictated by the Holy 
Ghost, and the Holy Ghost will speak 
the truth, and that is the word of 
God, it is the revelations of Jesus 
Christ, and it is the voice of God to 
us, ; 

When He commands us to go forth 
and preach His word, and declare His 
Gospel — faith, and repentance, and 
baptism for the remission of sins, with 
the laying on of hands for the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, He says it is the 
-ame as jhough it were spoken by His 
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\ own voice, and the same condemnation 
4 will rest upon the world, and upon 
? those people who hear it and do not 
abide it, and keep it, and walk in it. 
This is my testimony, and this is the 
testimony that God has revealed to us 
as a people. When he sent forth his 
disciples in his day he said, If they 
will not hear you they will not hear 
me ; and if they will not obey yon 
they will not obey me, and if they 
will not obey me they will not obey 
my Father. So it is with us, if 
you will not listen, obey, and prac- 
tise those things that are laid be- 
fore you by President Young and 
his brethren, you would not obey God, 
if He should speak from the hea- 
vens. Why ? Because the Almighty 
has appointed him his delegate, just 
as much as we have appointed Doctor 
Bernhisel to be our Delegate to Con- 
gress, to lay before them those things 
that we want in connexion with him* 
He has not gone to do his own will, 
but he has gone to<Io the will of those 
who have sent him. So it is with 
President Young. He is our head, 
he is our President, our Prophet, and 
Leader, and the Government of the 
United States have appointed him our 
Governor. He was before, in a Church 
capacity. Then his voice to this peo- 
ple is the voice of God, just as much 
as was Moses God, when God called 
him and set him to preside among the 
children of Israel. His word was the 
word of God to that people, and when 
they did not listen to him they s utter- 
ed the penalty. We read there were 
two-and- twenty thousand fell in one 
day because of their rebellion. They 
rebelled against Moses, against his 
counsel, and against his government, 
which was of course rebelling against 
the character who sent hi in, God 
sent him and authorized iiim ; and to 
us President Young is sent, ordained, 
and appointed by the Almighty, as 
Joseph s successor, to lead this people. 
! I want the world to know this : I want 
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the people who come into these valleys, 
and do not believe " Mormon ism/ to 
know what we believe. Probably there 
are but few men in the United States 
but what know that we look up to 
President Brigham Young as our lea- 
der, Prophet, and dictator. I want 
you to understand that I actually do, 
and I believe I have done so to the 
entire satisfaction of this people. I 
have proved it by my works from the 
day I came into the Church until the 
present time. 

Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God, 
and was sent of God. He had visits 
from holy angels from the heavens, 
who authorized him to commit to this 
nation the Gospel, the plan of salva- 
tion and eternal life, which will save 
every man and woman that believe it, 
and practise it in their lives — in their 
out goings, and in their in-comings. 
I know it will save them. You have 
my testimony, and my testimony is 
true, and you will find it so, every 
eoul of you who will practise it 

We believe this book, the Bible, to 
be an historical account of Jesus 
Christ, and his Apostles and Prophets, 
We believe it is sacred, and the great 
majority of this people actually prac- 
tise it ; and there is not a man nor 
woman in this Church, who believe 
it, but what have been baptized for the 
remission of their sins, and that too 
by immersion, being buried with 
Christ by baptism. This is what they 
have done, and that enables them, 
after they have received the laying on 
of hands, to receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, and they are entitled to 
a membership in the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. If they 
honor that membership, and are 
faithful, they will continue in it, not 
in time only, hut in eternity, worlds 
without end. These are my feelings, 
and my determination is to continue 
to the end. 

I am now in my fifty -fourth year ; I 
am a Latter-day Saint, full in the 


faith, and not only in the faith, 
but I have a knowledge of the truth 
of this work. 1 know that God 
lives and dwells in the heavens ; for 
I have asked Him scores of times, and 
hundreds of times, for things, and have 
received them. Is not that a pretty 
good proof that He hears me, when I 
ask Him for things and get them ; and 
is not that a proof that He lives, and 
dwells in the heavens ? I thiuk it is, 
I suppose He dwells there, He could 
not dwell anywhere else, but in what 
particular portion He dwells, I. do 
not precisely know, though He is not 
so far off as many imagine. He is 
near by, His angels are our associates, 
they are with us and round about us, 
and watch over us, and take care of 
us, and lead us, and guide us, and 
administer to our wants in their minis- 
try and in their holy calling unto 
which they are appointed. We are 
told in the Bible that angels are 
ministering spirits to minister to 
those who shall become heirs of salva- 
tion. 

Bless my soul, look at the unbe- 
lieving world, that is a great many of 
them, they now believe in spiritual 
knockings, spiritual communications, 
and spiritual rappings, and they will 
ask the same spirit for this, and foj 
that ; to know this, that, and tin 
other; and, " Wont you cause thai 
table to kick up its legs, and that chi 
to dance, and cause a knocking here, 
and a knocking there ? " They believ< 
all this, still they do not believe that 
God can communicate. And at the 
same time those that they communi- 
cate with are corrupt spirits, and they 
might know it, and still they say they 
can speak from the heavens, and com- 
municate this, that, and the other, 
and tell them where their friends are. 
If wicked spirits can do this, I want 
to know, on the same principle, if the 
righteous have not power to commu- 
nicate to the children of men ? And 
has not God power to do it? He has. 


OBEDIENCE — THE 


PRIESTHOOD, ETC, 


223 


The whole world is now enthusiastic 
in these things. 

I never heard a knocking, or saw a 
table dance, only as 1 kicked it myself 
I do not want them knocking and 
dancing around me. 

The people of the world do not he- 
lie ve in revelation from God, and they 
believe that Joseph Smith was a fool 
to pretend to have revelation direct 
from heaven, hut still they are all en- 
gaged in this matter, in getting reve- 
lations from evil, corrupt, and com- 
paratively ignorant spirits, and wicked 
men. Some became spiritual writers 
by a spirit taking their hand, and 
writing without their consent. I do 
not thank any person to take my hand 
and write without my consent; we do 
not like such proceedings. "We be- 
lieve they exist, but they are not for 
us. We receive communications upon 
another principle, and that is direct 
from heaven, from God's servants, de- 
legates, or administrators ; this is what 
we believe most devoutly ; and we in- 
tend to practise our religion, and to 
be governed by it. 

I have no doubt but the gentlemen 
who have come in this year will dis- 
cover a difference in the manners and 
conduct of the people here, when com- 
pared with those of the cities from 
whence we have come. We do not 
admit of some practices in our city 
that they admit of in the United 
States, at least in all of their great 
cities. We desire to live a virtuous 
and holy life, and do unto others as 
we wish others to do unto us, and for 
that reason many of us have been 
driven from the United States; I 
say many of us, for a great many 
who are now here have not been 
driven here, but have come since we 
were driven, aud we have passed 
through a great many trials. Brother 
Staines was speaking about some of 
them. I was one of the first, in con- 
nexion with President Young, who 
*:ame to this valley when it was a de- 


solate region, and we could not even 
get a chart from Fremont, nor from 
any other man, from which to learn 
the course to this place. I was one 
who helped to pick out the road. 
When we started to come here, we 
had no more provisions with us than 
those emigrants started with, to whom 
we have sent flour this season. We 
had only one hundred-weight a-piece, 
and came here with nothing but what 
was in our wagons, only as we hunted 
and killed game. When we got to 
the upper ferry of Platte river, half of 
our conjpany had not a mouthful of 
bread. That would look a little harder 
to you than the cricket time, still there 
was no grunting, nor murmuring, for 
it was beyond the grunting point ; it 
would not do any good to find fault ; 
it would not provide bread, buffalo, 
antelope, deer, nor elk. 

I recollect one day, I believe it was 
on the Platte, brother Brigham said 
to me, 11 Brother Ileber, what do you 
think about it, do you think we shall 
go any further ? " I knew he asked 
this question to try me. I replied, 
I wanted to go the whole journey, and 
find some white sandstone, and see 
what there was in the earth. There 
never was a day when I would not go 
with him until we found a location, 
I knew there was a place somewhere, 
thought at times the prospect appear- 
ed dreary, but here it was on high. 
It is the best country I ever saw; I 
have lived in the best portions of the 
United States, but this country is 
better. I have lived where Joseph 
found the plates, and w T here the angel 
of the Lord administered to him ; it 
is the heart of the world, but is that 
place as good as this ? No, It does 
not begin to bring forth wheat, corn, 
oats, and eveiy other vegetation that 
the heart desires, like this land. We 
are going to be comfortable here. 

The troops of the United States 
have come here ; see how liberal they 
have offered for wheat, and not only 
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for wheat, but foV oats, barley, corn, 
potatoes, cheese, chickens, beets, car- 
rote, parsnips, and everything they 
wisk^to buy. We do not say so much 
about the merchants, they have got 
plenty; You will see how good we 
will make the transient residents feel 
this fainter. 

How comfortable they feel, and re- 
joice to dwell in the midst of white 
people. They never thought for a 
moment we were white men and wo- 
men ; bat when they came, they found 
out, to their astonishment, that the 
people in Utah were quite white, and 
right from their own country. Bless 
your souls, we are a free people, it is 
not a slave country here ; still I admit 
*W*have to slave pretty hard to raise 
thesd fine things* Well now, do not 
fee disheartened; make yourselves 
comfortable ;, treat us well, and you 
feball be treated Tvell , and the best you 
ever were in your lives; but hands 
ot i . I speak just as I feel. My 
heart is good, kind, and generous ; 
imt there are lots of men more gene- 
tous than I am, and again there are 
fots that are not so much so. All 
kinds of spirits have all kinds of capa- 
cities. There are as many spirits 
here as you can see persons, for they 
ull have spirits in them ; and some 
are more snappish than others, and 
some are more liberal, kind, and ge- 
nerous, and more divested of selfish- 
ness than others. If that is a fact, it 
proves to me that you can become 
just as generous as the most generous. 
Let us try, and what I say to one 
Saint I say to alt the Saints, and to 
all people that come into this valley, 
he generous, be friendly, and be Saints. 

We want you to be Saints while 
you stay here ; for you know in the 
days of the Apostles, when they were 
anlon^ the Romans they did as Ro- 
mans did ; and while you "are among 
tbe f Mormons," do as the 11 Mor- 
mons *' do ; be generous, and be lehite j 
folks. We are white folks ; a good 


portion of us were born in the United 
States, and a great many in Old Eng 
land ; and they are our brethren and 
sisters. My father came from there, 
and fought for this country, and sus- 
tained it : if he did not my grandfather 
did, it is along in that train some- 
where. We have all come from the 
old countries, and come into a new 
country, into the States ; and from 
that we liave emigrated into still 
newer countries — into the tops of the 
mountains, just as the Prophet said- 
They declared the Saints would bo 
gathered in the last days, and we are 
gathering to build a city to the name 
of our God, and we are going to build 
a Temple, and houses of worship, that 
when you come here you may worship 
with us, and when you are among tho 
M Mormons "do as the " Mormons " 
do, do right, and keep the command- 
ments of God. I have said a good 
many times, when a man comes into 
my house, if he is a Catholic, a Pagair 
a Quaker, a Baptist, a Methodist, a 
Soldier, a Captain, a Governor, or a 
President, he has got to subject him- 
self to the order of my house ; and 
when I bow down on my knees, I want 
him to bow down with me. That is 
my religion, let him bow down and 
pray with me ; and then if I go into 
another man's house, if he stands up 
to pray, I will stand up too and praj 
with him. That is good religion. 
Do as the Romans do when you are 
among them. A man can stand up, 
kneel down, or sit down, and not 
pray, and be as cross as he has a 
mind too, but let him be subject to 
the governor or the government of 
that house, and when he goes into an- 
other kingdom, let him be subject to 
that kingdom. God says, " If a man 
keep my commandments he has no 
need to break the laws of the land ! * 
These are my feelings* 

Let us be Saints, and keep the 
commandments of God, and mind our 
own business. That is my religion. 
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We want all men to do this, we want 
all women to observe the same thing — 
to keep the commandments of God, 
and keep themselves pure and clean, 
And if you are not clean, pure, and 
holy, I would advise you to repent of 
your sins, and go and be baptized for 
the remission of them, and sanctify 
yourselves, and receive the Holy 
Ghost, that it may show you things to 
come, and bring things to your re- 
membrance- That is my counsel and 
advice- 


May God bless you, brethren and 
sisters, and bless this whole people, 
male and female, old and young, 
foreigner and every body else ; may 
He bless you with peace and quiet- 
ness, that we may have a heavenly 
time, a joyful time during the 
I coming winter. May God bless you 
j with these blessings, and every 
other, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen, 
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A Discourse by President J, M. Grant* Delivered in the Tabernacle* Great Sali Lake 

Ciiy P December 17, 1854. 


I will call your attention this morn- 
ing while I read to you that scripture 
recorded in the Epistle of Paul the 
Apostle to the Galatians, 1st. chap, 

[President Grant read the whole 
chapter.] 

Not long ago, our President was 
saying that ho would like it, if the 
Elders would preach the Gospel. 
Considering myself an Elder, and 
years ago having had some experience 
in preaching the first principles of the 
Gospel to the world, I thought this 
morning I would endeavor, by the aid 
of your prayers, and by the aid of 
the Spirit of the Lord, to preach what 
I consider the Gospel. 

In the chapter I have read there is 
a favorite text, that I used to select 
when I was travelling abroad to preach, 
particularly when I chanced to get 
among those who supposed the Latter- 
day Saints, or '* Mormons,*' had a new 
Bible, and preached a new Gospel, I 
used to select the eighth verse of the 

Ko, 15.] 


chapter I have just read, which reads 
as follows — 11 But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him ho 
accursed/* 

All who understand the language of 
this passage, will agree that the Apos- 
tle alluded particularly to the Gospel 
that he had preached to the Galatians 
and others, and that which was preach- 
ed by his colleagues, the other Apos- 
tles, and by others who were author- 
ized to preach. 

It would be useless for a man to 
embrace our religion unless he could 
be satisfied that the first principles 
thereof are based upon the word of 
God contained in the holy Scriptures* 
In relation to our faith, I would say, 
the Gospel as preached by the Apos- 
tles, and as contained in the book of 
Mormon, is the same, or agrees with 
the Gospel contained in the Biblt. 
The Gospel preached by Joseph Smithf 

[Yol. IL 
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and the revelations of God that have 
come through hira to the Church, as 
contained in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, fully agree with the Gospel 
contained in the New Testament. 


these days, viz., to go to college, or 
other seminary of learning, and gra- 
duate, to be endowed and qualified to 
preach the Gospel. The nature of 
the endowment given to the Apostles 


The commission given to Joseph ; anciently was of a peculiar kind. 


Smith and others in our day, was to 
go forth and preach the Gospel of Je- 
sus Christ, and the Lord said unto 
them, " He that belie veth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved, and he that be- 
lieve th not shall be damned." The 


They tarried till the Jews assembled 
to celebrate the feast of Pentecost 

At that feast were assembled the 
leaders of the Jews, and thousands 
flocked to the city of Jerusalem not 
only from the Jewish nation, but from 


Savior gave the same commission to j the neighboring nations. They Mtit- 
the Twelve Apostles anciently, and ed until the day of Pentecost was fully 


said, M Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He that belie veth and is baptized shall 
be saved, but he that believe th not 
shall be damned." But he enjoined 
another duty upon them, he command- 
ed them to tarry in Jerusalem until 
they were endowed with power from 
on high. 

In the chapter I have read, you will 
notice the Apostle Paul states he did 
not receive this Gospel of man, nei- 
ther was he taught it but by the reve- 
lations of Jesus Christ. From this 
you see, that the Gospel was a certain 
something he could not receive from 
man, but hud to receive it from Jesus 
Christ by revelation. The disciples 
had travelled with Jesus, they had seen 
him in the midst of his enemies, and 
witnessed that he had been delivered 
by the power of God from their grasp ; 
they had seen him cast out devils ; 
they had heard his voice speak to the 
dead, and they came forth ; thus, they 
had witnessed many mighty displays 
of the power of God through His Son 
Jesus Christ ; yet, said he, " Before 
you attempt to preach my Gospel to 
all the world, after I leave you and go 
to the Father, tarry in Jerusalem un- 
til vou are endowed with power from 
on high." They had learned obedi- 
ence to his word, and according to the 
account given of them they tarried. 

The nature of that endowment was 
different from the one we read of in 


come, and while they were assembled 
together in an upper room, " sudden- 
ly there came a sound from heaven as 
of a rushing mighty wind, audit filled 
all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them. And they were all till- 
ed with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
" gave them utterance. " 

* When this was noised abroad, the 
multitude came together, and were con- 
founded because every man heard 
them speak in his own language*** 
" They were all amazed and marvelled t 
saying one to another, Behold, are not 
all these which speak Galileans ? And 
how hear we every man in our own 
tongue, wherein we were Lorn/* 
M Others mocking said, These men are 
full of new wine. But Peter, stand- 
ing up with the eleven, lifted up hi 
voice, and said to them, Ye men of 
Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jeru- 
salem, be this known unto you, and 
hearken to my words: for these are 
not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it 
is but the third hour of the day. But 
this is that which was spoken by the 
Prophet Joel," &c. Thus, while they 
were wondering and disputing among 
themselves, the chief Apostle Peter, 
who had received the keys of the king- 
dom from his Master, with his breth* 
ren, stepped forward and commenced 
preaching to them, and gave them a 
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narrative of the dealings of God with 
their fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob ; noticing the promises made to 
ihein, and tracing the subject down 
through the Prophets to the people 
then living. 

II'! told them they had crucified 
the Lord of glory, that he had risen 
from the dead, and being by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having re- 
ceived of the l ather the promise of 
the Holy Ghost, had shed forth that 
which the v saw and heard. "Now when 
they heard this, they were pricked in 
their hearts, and said unto Peter and 
to the rest of the Apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?" The 
Apostle Peter having sojourned with 
the Savior, and witnessed his mira- 
cles, if you please hud been with him 
on the Mount when he was glorified, 
and being endowed with the Holy 
< rhost, the presumption with me is 
that he actually was qualified to preach 
the Gospel as it should be preached. 
If we ascertain the Gospel that Peter 
preached, the Gospel that John anil 
James preached, the Gospel that the 
Apostle Paul preached, we shall ascer- 
tain that Gospel, that if any man or 
an angel from heaven preach any 
other the curses of God shall rest 
npou him. "And they said unto 
Peter and the rest of the Apostles, 
Men and brethren, what shall we do ?" 
4< Then said Peter unto them. Repent 
•'-■I be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the re- 
mission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the Gift of the Holy Ghost For the 
promise is unto you, and to your chil 
dren. and to all that are afar oif, even 
as manv as the Lord our God shall 
<call/' 

1 n order that you may draw the 
line of demarkation between the Gos- 
pel preached by IVtcr on that impor- 
tant day, aud the Gospel now preach- 
> 1 in Christendom, I need onlv call 
upon you to reflect upon your own ex- 
perience, to retlect upon what has 
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been taught you when you have anxi- 
ously inquired what you should do to 
be saved. How often have you heard 
the sound from the pulpit saying, 
** Come forth to the anxious bench, to 
the prayer ring, and we will unite and 
pray for you, and you shall be conver- 
ted ; f ' and sometimes a portion of the* 
congregation is sent to a private house 
to pray for you, while the preacher is 
operating upon you in public. Again, 
others that have been taken from the 
congregation are waitiug at a private 
house for the priest to operate upon 
them there, while the congregation re- 
main to pray for them in the chapel. 

This is practised extensively among 
the divines of the present day. You 
will find the preachers teaching hell 
and damnation, and in various ways 
seeking to terrify their hearers, by- 
portraying before them the agonies of 
the damned, and the miseries to be 
endured by the un converted in the 
hot lava of hell — the awful condition 
of the damned souls that are cast out 
into the dark regions of hades ; and 
then they are praying and working 
with all their might to convert souls, 
and turn them to the Lord. I have 
heard so much of this that 1 can fair- 
ly taste it yet- 
Now I ask you did the Apostle 
Peter teach any thing of this kind — 
did he teach the people that ther 
should come forth and be prayed for, 
that they might be converted and get 
the remission of their sins ? No ; but 
in the first place ho bore testimony- 
to them, he taught them that Jesus 
Christ had been crucified, and was 
risen from the dead, and that Jesus 
Christ is the only name given unto 
men, by which they can be saved ; 
that their fathers had persecuted the 
Prophets, and shed the blood of tho 
Son of God, and when they anxiously 
exclaimed, "Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?" says Teter, "liepent/* 

Now upon the subject of repent- 
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ance ; I have been told in my boyhood 
that it is a sorrow for sin. There are 
two kinds of sorrow spoken of in Scrip- 
ture : Paul says godly sorrow work- 
eth repentance that needeth not to be 
repented of, but says he, lt The sor- 
row of the world worketh death," The 
sorrow of the world is of this nature ; 
for instance, we find men who curse 
and swear, lie and steal, get drunk, 
Jkc, when they are reproved, or even 
when they reflect in their reflective 
moments, they are sorry for their con- 
duct, but does that prove they repent? 
Certainly not, a man may be sorry for 
sin and not repent thereof. You may 
see the drunkard at his home intoxi- 
cated, abusing his wife and children, 
but when he is sober he is sorry for 
the act, and perhaps the next day is 
found drunk again, he still continues 
to pour dowu the intoxicating fire- 
water, and is sorry again, does he re- 
pent? No ; but he is sorry with the 
sorrow of the world, which worketh 
death, which is to sin, and be sorry for 
it, and go and sin again ; hut godlv 
sorrow worketh repentance that need- 
eth not to be repented of What kind 
of sorrow do we understand Peter to 
mean when he said to the Jews, " He- 
pent." We understand him to mean, 
they were to forsalce their sins; to 
cease to do evil ; let him that stole, 
steal no more; let him that got drunk, 
cease the sinful practice ; let him who 
lias been in the habit of doing wrong 
in any way, cease to do wrong, and 
learn to do right. 

I am here reminded of a circum- 
stance that took place in Virginia, A 
deist, a lawyer by profession, was on 
his death bed through consumption ; 
Lis friends were Presbyterians, and 
they had prayed for hitn again and 
again, and the poor fellow still remain- 
ed unconverted, and of course was ex- 
pected to go into eternity, to dwell in 
that hot place. The last resort was 
to have a minister to pray for him, 
fcut he still remained unconverted. 
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They exhorted him to repent and turn 
to God, and be converted before the 
brittle thread of life should be snap* 
ped asunder, and he should take his 
exit to another world. He thanked 
them for their advice, and told them 
he appreciated their labors* After 
they had got through exhorting him, 
he being wearied, and very sick, they 
concluded to let him rest, and con- 
verse among themselves on the topics 
of religion. They began to converse 
about the conscience being the most 
troublesome thing in the world. Said 
one, " I am much afflicted with the 
smitings of conscience when I lie 
down and rise up," " And so am I," 
said another, " that monitor within 
is more trouble to me than any- 
thing else here below." When the^ 
had got through, the deist spoke and 
said, " Gentlemen, you have taken the 
trouble to come and give me advice, 
now permit me to give you a little ; 
go home all of you, forsake your sins 
and behave yourselves, and your con- 
sciences will not trouble you any 
more/ 1 It is true repentance, when a 
man departs from evil, and cleaves to 
that which is good. This is what the 
Apostle means when he said to the 
inquiring Jews on the day of Pente- 
cost, ** Repent, and be baptized," 
* 4 What shall we be baptized for, Peter? 1 ' 
** For the remission of your sins.' ] 
In the first place, you notice, h 
taught them the Gospel, and faith 
sprung up in them by hearing the word 
of God — the Apostles, filled with th 
Holy Ghost, p reached the word of God, 
and the multitude believed. As soon 
as they had faith, they were taught to 
repent; then repentance is the second 
step to be taken by the sinner in tbd 
Gopel of salvation, As soon as they 
were taught to repent, they were com- 
manded to be baptized for the renus* 
sion of sins. Some preach the ordi- 
nance of baptism very lightly, they 
say that baptism is an outward and 
visible sign of au inward and invisible 
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grace. I want to reason on that a 
few minutes, taking them upon their 
own groan da. 

A, vnnling to their own admonition, 
4t the faith " means the orthodox cler- 
gy. You know every man considers 
his religion orthodox, and his neigh- 
bor's religion heterodox. The orthodox 
clergy of the day, who are defenders of 
" the faith" say that baptism is an 
outward sign of an inward work. Sup- 
pose it is. Suppose I take this wo- 
man's child and sprinkle a little water 
on its head, that is an acknowledge- 
ment or sign of a corresponding in- 
ward work. How much inward work 
has a sprinkled person got ? Just a 
little sprinkling, that is all, if baptism 
is a sign of the work within. 

Now if baptism is an outward sign 
of an inward work, and you cover a 
p r-on in water, that is a sign that the 
entire man had to be filled with the 
Holy Ghost. They reason rightly in 
relation to their case, and I presume 
indeed their mode of baptism is a cor- 
responding sign of the work within ; 
and immersion must certainly be a 
very strong sign corresponding with 
an extensive inward work, according 
to their own reasonings. 

But baptism is for the remission of 
sins. 11 What !" says one, 41 baptism 
is a saving ordinance P Certainly it 
is saving in its nature, in connexion 
with the balance of the Gospel of sal- 
vation. The peopTe are to be saved 
if they embrace the Gospel, and to be 
damned if they do not. If I escape 
damnation by obedience to the Gos- 
pel, and baptism is a part of it, I 
would ask if that is not a portion of 
the scheme by which I escape — a part 
of the scheme by which I am saved ? 
It is certainly so. 

When the angel appeared to Corne- 
lius he did not baptize him, but said 
he, ** Thy prayers and thine alms are 
come up for a memorial before God. 
And now send men to Joppa, and call 
for one Simon* whose surname is 


Peter: he lodgeth with one Simon & 
tanner, whose house is by the seaside : 
he shall tell thee what thou oughtest 
to do. 1 ' Cornelius obeyed ; and when 
Peter came and learned his situation, 
and the vision he had had of an angel, 
he taught him the Gospel, and com- 
manded him to be baptized. Peter 
told him words whereby he should ba 
saved, and these were a part of them. 

It was also said to the Apostle Paul, 
by the servant of the Lord, " Why 
tarries t thou ? Arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins," &c. That 
was the way the Almighty had insti- 
tuted in the Gospel ; baptism is an in- 
stitution of heaven, sanctioned by tha 
Father, revealed by the Son, taught 
by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost; 
and is the method by which a man* 
sins can be remitted. Faith, repent- 
ance, and baptism for the remission of 
sins were a saving means to the chil- 
dren of men anciently, and are at tha 
present day, because they are a part of 
the Gospel, and are all essential ta 
the remission of sins. 

In relation to the mode of baptism, 
there is sufficient in the Bible to prova 
that. The Apostle in writing to hi« 
brethren tells them he was buried witlt 
Christ in baptism ; and Jesus com- 
manded his disciples to follow himJ 
If they were buried with Christ, it; 
shows that he was buried. I ask if 
you can go and be buried with any of 
your friends unless they be buried 
also ? liut the world are not pleased 
with this mode of remitting sins; they 
say it is too easy. They make ma 
think of Naaraan the Assyrian, when 
he came to the old Prophet Elisha ; ha 
came with his gold and his silver, with 
his chariots and servants, expecting ta 
be healed of his leprosy by means of 
some great thing. He expected by 
his talents of silver and gold to mrt 
the Prophet over to heal him. Elisha; 
did not even go out to see him, but 
sent his servant with a message say- 
ing, Go and wash seven times in Jor* 
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<lan, and be healed. But the old As- 
syrian was wrath and went away, and 
said, "Behold, I thought, he will 
purely come out to me, and stand, 
and call upon the name of the Lord 
his God, and strike his hand upon the 
f>lace, and recover the leper. Are not 
Abana and Fbarpar, rivers of Damas- 
cus, better than all the waters of Is- 
rael ? May I not wash in them, and 
Jbe clean? So he turned and went 
away in a rage." One of his servants ! 
Stepped up, and said, " My father, if 
ihe Prophet had bid thee do some 
great thing, wouldest thou not have 
done it ? How much rather then, 
when he saith to thee, Wash, and be 
clean? Then went he down, and 
dipped himself seven times in Jordan, 
according to the saying of the man of 
God: and his flesh came again like 
unto the flesh of a little child, and he 
was clean." 

It is not that baptism is such a 
great thing, or that it can be purchased 
with silver and gold, that it washes 
away sins, but because the Almighty 
has instituted it as His own ordinance ; 
and if you will comply therewith, He 
promises you a remission of sins. If 
you are buried with Christ in baptism 
it proves he was buried. 

I once asked a Methodist if he 
considered Jesus Christ the Lamb 
of God. lie said he did. I then 
asked him if he believed that the 
dolossians were buried with Christ 
in baptism, 44 Yes, but," said he, "Dr. 
Clark says, when commenting upon 
that passage, that immersion was ad- 
ministered only to adult believers. 
We believe they were actually im- 
mersed." Said I, M Do you think Je- 
sus Christ was immersed ? " * No, we 
think he was either poured or sprink- 
led." I then inquired of him how 
they could be buried with Christ un- 
less he was buried also. He said, he 
did not know about that; but he 
thought it was very probable that 
Christ was sprinkled, I asked hi en 
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if he considered the head of a man all 
the man, or if the shoulders and the 
arms were all the man. 41 No," he 
answered. 14 Well, then," said I, " if 
you consider the head, arms, shoulders* 
body, legs, and feet all the man, and 
the whole man baptized, you must 
believe he was immersed to accomplish 
his baptism." 11 If the Colossians 
were buried with Chrht in baptism, 
he also must have been buried/ 1 

Among other arguments against the 
immersion of the whole body as the 
mode of baptism, he said that delicate 
women would catch cold if they were 
buried in water. I contended, if it 
would not hurt the Lamb of God to 
be baptized it would not hurt a sheep. 
Then baptism % by immersion is the 
third principle in the Gospel of sal- 
vation; and the Apostle taught tho 
people if they would be baptized they 
should receive the remission of sins* 
and receive the Holy Ghost ; for, said 
he, 41 The promise is unto you, and to 
your children, and to all that arc afar 
off, even to as many as the Lord our 
God shall call." 

Notice here the extensive promise 
of Peter, that the Holv Ghost shoul 
come upon every man who would yiel 
obedience to the Gospel In proces 
of time, as they preached in the re 
gions round about Jerusalem, Phili 
went to Samaria, and preached to the 
people of that city ; they gave heed to 
. bis preaching, and they were baptized, 
both men and women. It does not 
read men, women, and children, but 
Philip went to Samaria, and preached 
the Gospel, and they were baptized, 
both men and women ; infants are 
i not mentioned ; and they had great 
joy in that city. Says one, "Yes, 
they had joy because they had received 
the gift of the Holy Ghost ; " but wait: 
when they at Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the word, they 
^ent Peter and John to pray for them 
at Samaria, and lay their bands on 
ihem, that they might receive 
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Holy Ghost , for as yet it had fallen 
on none of them ; hence you perceive 
tliey had great joy, but not the Holy 
Ghost But when the Apostles pray- 
ed for the Samaritans who had re- 
ceived the word, and laid their hands 
upon them, they received the Holy 
Ghost. 

Now suppose tve should say that the 
curse of the Apostle Paul would rest 
upon every person that did not preach 
the same Gospel that he and his breth- 
ren preached and practised, we should ' 
only be saying what is emphatically 
declared in the Scriptures. 

The Holy Ghost was received by 
the laying on of hands. Was this 
ever taught you in Engl an J , or in Ame- 
rica, except by the Latter-day Saints? 
Bid you hear this at any protracted 
meeting of Presbyterians, or at any 
meeting of the members of the Church 
of England? Would you hear this 
Gospel in a Methodist Chapel, or on 
t heir camp grounds, to repent and be 
baptized and receive the Holy Ghost 
by the laying on of hands ? If you 
would, you would hear something I 
never heard. Well, though we or an 
angel from heaven preach any other 
Gospel, let him be accursed. No 
matter how near men may preach the 
Gospel ; they must preach the same 
Gospel, every part of it, every ordi- 
nance of it, every principle Jesus 
Christ revealed and his Apostles taught, 
if they do not, they teach another 
Gospel, and if they teach another, 
says the Apostle, let them be accursed. 

Now if you mil preach the same 
Gospel, you will preach the same; 
principles precisely that were taught 
not only by Paul, Peter, James, and 
John, but by all the rest of their fel- 1 
low servants. And when men received 
the Holy Ghost, they spake with 
other tongues, and prophesied. In 
order to tell whether people have cm- 1 
braced the true Gospel or not, we need 
only to look at their fruits, for by their 
fruits shall ye know them, says the 


Savior. Look, for instance, at the 
Corinthian Church ; though you read 
they were guilty of many absurdities, 
yet to one was given by the Spirit the 
word of wisdom ; to another the word 
of knowledge by the same spirit ; to 
another faith by the same spirit; to 
another the gifts of healing by the 
same spirit ; to another the working 
of miracles : to another prophecy ; to 
another discerning of spirits ; to 
another divers kinds of tongues ; to 
another the interpretation of tongues. 
All tlies e gifts, which are reckoned np 
and classified by the Apostle Paul, were 
enjoyed by the Corinthians. 

Now some suppose there was a ne- 
cessity for this display of the power 
of God to establish the Gospel, and 
that when it was established the gifts 
would be done away. I recollect 
reading, in the ninety- fourth sermon of 
John Wesley, in commenting upon 
this subject, he says, IC It has been 
vulgarly supposed that after the Gos- 
pel was established the spiritual gifts 
were no longer needed ; but this is a 
gross error. To be sure we seldom hear 
of them after that fatal period that 
Constantine called himself a Christian. 
Scarcely an instance of the manifesta- 
tion of these spiritual gifts can be 
found in the second century, the rea- 
son is not that they were done away 
by the will of the Almighty, but Chris- 
tians had apostatized, and become 
heathen, and had nothing but a dead 
form of religion left, and this is the 
grand reason the gifts have not con- 
tinued in the Church." This is the 
idea Wesley gives in the sermon I 
have alluded to, if not the exact lan- 
guage. That is ** Mormonisra." In 
the second century the Church apos- 
tatized and became heathen, and men 
could not speak by the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, and with other tongues, and 
prophesy, and obtain visions, and the 
gift of healing. The Apostle says, 
If there be any sick among you let 
him send for the Elders of the Church, 
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and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, &c- 

But in the present day it is, u If any 
be sick among you let him send for a 
physician, or a noted practitioner in 
the healing art ; and let him go forth 
and administer a portion of calomel 
mixed with gamboge, with the addition 
of a large blister plaster upon the 
back of the neck, and you shall be 
healed/' We do not learn this from 
the teachings of Jesus Christ, Peter, 
James, Paul , or any of the Apostles ; j 
it is not incorporated in the Gospel ; 
but the Gospel plan of administering 
to the sick is, if any be sick among 
you, let him call for the Elders of the 
Church ; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of 
the Lord ; and the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up ; and if he hath com* 
mitted sins they shall be forgiven him. 
Jesus Christ says, when speaking of 
the power that shall attend his ser- 
vants, ** They shall lay hands on the 
gick and they shall recover ; " and, 
says the Apostle Paul, Stir up the j 
gift of God that is given thee by the 
laying on of my hands. It is said that 
Joshua was full of the Holy Ghost 
after Moses had laid his hands on him. 
Members of the Church of England 
when they are sick send for a noted 
physician, and they trust in a doctor 
for their recover?, not in the Lord or 
in the virtue of their religion. They 
dare not, many of them, live in the 
city without a family physician ; they 
must have a family physician and an 
eminent physician, and in case the 
family physician fails to prescribe an 
effectual remedy they must send for 
the eminent physician. This is the 
case with orthodox professors through- 
out the world. 

Do they preach the Gospel as they 
did in ancient days ? Do they teach 
the people to repent and be bap- 
tized for the remission of sins ? If 
tile laying on of hands and the anoint- 
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ing with oil healed the sick then, why 
not now ? If the Gospel is the same, 
if God is the same, if the Holy Ghost 
is the same, if faith is the same, if 
baptism is the same, and if all the 
principles of the Gospel are the same, 
will they not produce the same effect ? 

I want to bear my testimony, that 
mine eyes have seen the sick healed 
in the way the Gospel recommends ; 
I have seen the ears of the deaf opened, 
and they have heard ; I have seen the 
lame man walk, and leap like a hart ; 
and I have seen others rise up sud- 
deuly from their sick bed, healed of a 
consuming fever* 

In Montrose, near Nauvoo, hun- 
dreds of families were sick nigh unto 
death, and some were given up to die* 
The Prophet Joseph Smith took some 
of the Elders with him, and went over 
there, and said to the sick, "I com- 
mand you, in the name of the Lord 
God, to rise up and walk/' And he 
went from house to house, and made 
every man, woman, and child to walk, 
and they followed him to the next sick 
family, and they are witnesses here 
to testify to it There are men now 
upon the face of the earth, that by the 
visions of the Almighty have seen 
convoy after convoy of angels. Can 
you find these things out of the Lat- 
ter-day Church ? No ; you cannot. 
Are the sick healed in this city ? 
Yes; I know they are* I have ad- 
ministered to the sick, in company 
with my brethren, and they were heal- 
ed, and I know they were healed by 
flie power of God ; those that die are 
killed by the doctors. I tell you their 
calomel mixed with gamboge, their 
shaving of the head, and their blister- 
ing operations, kill ten where they 
heal one. 

The Gospel preached by Joseph 
Smith is the same that is contained in 
the New Testament, and which was 
preached by Jesus Christ and his 
Apostles, and it is the power of God 
to every one that believes it ; it will 
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heal tbe sick, open the heavens, and 
revolutionize the earth ; and this Gos- 
pel must be preached to all nations 
for a witness to them. I bear testi- 
mony to all men that Joseph Smith 
preached it in its purity and fulness, 
as the Apostles of old preached it ; and 
that it is now being preached in the 
United States, in Europe, in the Is- 


lands of the sea, and will be preached 
in every nation, kindred, tongue, and 
people under the whole heavens ; and 
the same fruits, the same blessings, 
the same light and glory will be mani- 
fested as anciently* 

May God save us all in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Amen, 


- 


THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL. 

An Address by President Heber C, Kimball f Delivered in ike Tabernacle, Great Salt 

Lake City y Dec. 17 , 1854. 


The Gospel you have heard this 
morning from brother Grant, you have 
heard over and over again. Every 
one who professes to be a Latter-day 
Saint, and will acknowledge the truth 
of this Gospel according to the his- 
torical account in the New Testament, 
must know that it is true. Why ? 
Becatise, as brother Grant has testified , 
when brother Joseph Smith proclaimed 
this Gospel of repentance and baptism 
for the remission of sins, his testimony 
would have been true if there had been 
no New Testament. 

God sent an angel to him and 
ethers, and the angel preached the 
Gospel to them, and authorized Joseph 
Smith to baptize Oliver Cowdery, and 
then Joseph received baptism from his 
hands. When Jesus Christ came he 
authorized men to administer the or- 
dinances of the Gospel, and then he 
went forward and was baptized him- 
self ; he did not excuse himself, neither 
did brother Joseph. He went forward 
and set the example, that he might 
fulfil all righteousness, that he might 
glorify God on earth and in heaven ; 


and, said he, " That I have seen my 
Father do, that do L" Upon the 
same principle, you pursue the course 

I you see the Apostles in the last days 

I pursue. 

As to the circumstance brother 
.Grant was speaking of in Montrose, I 
was with brother Joseph, and so was 
brother Brigham and many others, 
and hundreds were healed, and leaped 
out of their beds, and followed us. If 
you do not believe it, call on many of 
those that were sick nigh unto death 
at that time, and are now living in 
these valleys, enjoying good health . 
How many sick have been healed in 
old England ? I have been many a 
time in houses where people were sick 
nigh unto death, with small-pox, and 
with other complaints, and they were 
healed by the power of God ; I have 
taken them to the water, when they 
have been on the verge of the grave, 
and baptized them, and they have 
been healed. " What, of the small- 
pox ? n Yes ; and there are numbers 
of people here that were sick nigh 
unto death, and brother Orson Hyde 
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is a witness that they were just ready 
to die, and they are now here in a 
robust state of health, [Orson Hyde, 
* ' It is true. '*] True ? Yes, as true as 
that God reigns in the heavens ; and 
there are thousands more in the 
Church who know it is true. The 
testimony of brother Grant and other 
men is just as true, and i*iU be valid 
just as much as the testimony of 
Peter, James, and John, for they speak 
the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. 

; I rejoice that I live in this day. 
You have heard me say a great many 
times that " Mormouism " and tins 
people are the pride of my heart. I 
wish to see the Saints do right, and 
repent of their sins in such a manner, 
that they never need to have any 
more repentance from this time, and 
forsake their sins, and do their first 
works, and turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart while it is their 
privilege, and then it will not be re- 
quired for a man to preach to this 
people the first principles of the Gos- 
pel of Christ*; for there are many who 
ougtit to repent and be baptized for the 
remission of their sins ; but never go 
into the water again and be baptized 
for the remission of your sins, except 
you forsake them, and be Saints from 
that time forth, and not cultivate the 
principle of iniquity with , yourselves, 
nor with your families, nor among this 
people. Let every man and woman rise 
up and purge iniquity from our midst, 
and if you do not, all I can say is, you 
will see sorrow, and you will see sor- 
row that will cleave to you, though 
you repent in tears, and in sack-cloth 
and ashes, and you cannot get out of 
it until the Lord has a mind to deliver 


you. 

Brethren and sisters, treasure up 
the Gospel, read tho Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testament, and the 
Book of Mormon. What does the 
Lord say ? That every one, who will 
read the Book of Mormon attentively, 
faithfully, and prayerfully, before he 


gets through, will receive a testimony 
of its truth. I know it. If you have 
lost the Spirit, go and read the Book 
of Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants, and you will get it 
again, more or less. There are but 
few who know anything about these 
books and what they mean, 

I wanted to bear testimony, in con- 
nexion with brother Grant, of the 
truth of his statements with regard to 
the healing power of God manifested 
in Montrose, for I went with the Pro- 
phet, and am an eye-witness* Has 
not this Gospel the same power it 
had eighteen hundred years ago? It 
has, for God has renewed it unto us, 
and conveyed it to us through Joseph 
Smith, by the ministration of an an- 
gel We have received the Gospel, 
and we have received the Priesthood, 
and the keys aud power pertaining 
thereto, and the Kingdom of God is 
restored, and it will never be over- 
thrown again, but will overthrow all 
iniquity or power that undertakes to 
wrestle with it, I care not whether it 
is a nation or a kingdom . Do the 
world believe this? Who cares 
whether they do or not, God knows it 
will do it, and I know it, and that is 
enough. If there was not another 
nian in heaven or on earth knew it, 
and I knew it, and was authorized, it 
would overthrowall other governments, 
and they could not help themselves. 
You all know this, don't you brethren? 
[" Yes."] 

Let us be brethren . As I have 
often said, 1 want to see this peoplo 
acting like brethren ; and if any of you 
have got full lots in the city, let your 
mother or your sister have a portion ; 
and if you have got more land thaa 
you can cultivate, do likewise ; and if 
Weber County has got more than they 
need, let Davies have a piece, and let 
us be one. Let us be brethren, and 
let us be one, and then what will tk 
world be to us ? I wish you all felt 
as I do, and then you would know 
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that God will not suffer His righteous 
servants to be overthrown; and you 
must never undertake to overthrow 
them, if you calculate to he Priests of 
our God, and reign for even 

Millions of men will he saved who 
will never be Gods. They may be 
the Saints of God, and be submissive 
to the sons of God. Listen to the 
counsel of the servants of God, and 
do as our head tells us to do, and we 1 
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j will prosper from this time henceforth 
and lor ever, 

I know what will save you, it does 
not require much knowledge to tell 
that, for it consists in keeping the 
commandments of God, and that alone 
will save you. May God bless you f 
and help you to live faithfully before 
Him from this time henceforth and 
for ever. Amen. 


THE INCREASED POWERS AND FACULTIES OF THE MIND IN A 

FUTURE STATE, 


A Discourse by Elder Orson Pratt, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Stilt Lake Cily y 

October 15, 1854. 


I feel grateful to my heavenly Fa- 
ther this afternoon for the privilege 
of meeting with the Saints in this 
Tabernacle ; and feel thankful also for 
the privilege of rising in this stand, 
for the purpose of speaking to you 
upon such subjects as may be pre* 
sen ted to my mind* 

I, however, realize sometimes, more 
than at others, the necessity of having 
the gift of the Holy Spirit resting 
upon me in order to instruct and 
teach the people ; for that is the only 
object of speaking and hearing in a 
place like this. We speak for the 
purpose of conveying to others the 
ideas that are contained within our 
own minds ; or such ideas as God may 
condescend to put into our hearts ; the 
people listen for the purpose of recei- 
ving the ideas that may be advanced, 
in hope that their minds will be en- 
larged and instructed, through the 
speaker. If I know* my own heart, 
it is my desire when I rise before an 
assembly to communicate something 


that shall be instructing to the minds 
of the people ; and in order to do this, 
I am perhaps as well aware as any 
other person living, of the necessity of 
having that Spirit that is able to give 
truth to the mind — that Spirit that is 
able to inspire the heart in the very 
moment with the words and ideas cal- 
culated to benefit the people. Indeed 
this is the promise of the Lord to His 
servants ; they are not to take any 
thought beforehand concerning the 
words and ideas they shall titter be- 
fore a congregation ; it is true they 
are commanded, in the revelations 
which God has given, to treasure up 
in their minds continually the words 
of life- 
Why is it that we are required, as 
the servants of God, to treasure up in 
our minds the words of life ? It is in 
order that we may have a store of 
knowledge and information — it is in 
order that we may understand true 
principles — true doctrine, upon all 
subjects that pertain to the welfare of 
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man, that the mind being filled with 
understanding, light, knowledge, truth, 
theory, and with a knowledge of things 
God has revealed, may be able to com- 
municate at the very moment that 
part or portion of the same which God 
shall be pleased to impart to the con- 
gregation, suited to their capacity and 
circumstances ; this is not taking 
thought beforehand what we shall 
say. If we should treasure up the 
words that God has revealed — that 
are written in the Book of Mormon, 
Doctrine and Covenants, and in the 
various revelations that God has given 
in latter times, (I mean the printed 
and written ones,) together with what 
he has revealed in ancient times; if we 
should get it all imprinted upon the 
tablet of our minds, it would not be 
taking thought beforehand what we 
should say. 

When wc arise to speak before a 
congregation, if we place our depend- 
ence upon God to inspire us with the 
Holy Spirit, to bring forth not only 
the knowledge and information in re- 
gard to things that are written, and 
things that have been revealed, but to 
communicate new ideas, instructions, 
and information by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, we shall thus be able to 
edify. 

Sometimes when I arise before a 
congregation of the Saints, here in 
the Valleys of the Mountains, I look at 
myself naturally, and think over na- 
turally in my own mind, How can I 
edify this people ? What can I say 
to^ them that has not already been 
said ? This is a weakness in human 
nature. These meditations and re- 
flections ought not to have any bear- 
ing upon the mind ; God has wisdom 
sufficient; He has knowledge suffi- 
cient, and understanding, and light, 
and truth to communicate something 
for the benefit of the people, though 
they may have been instructed for a 
long period, and been well informed 
in doctrine and principles. Some- 


times the Lord does not see proper to 
impart any new ideas to the speaker, 
but rather to influence his mind to 
dwell upon old things, or in other 
words, that which has already been 
made manifest, for the purpose of 
communicating more clearly, or im- 
pressing upon the mind more forcibly, 
the importance of attending to that 
which has already been spoken and. 
revealed. 

_ We are only sojourners here, stop- 
ping here for a short period of time, 
and while we are here we often meet 
together. What for ? To learn some- 
thing that is calculated to benefit u« 
temporally or spiritually. Indeed 
everything with which wo are sur- 
rounded, every circumstance that wa 
may be placed in, everything with 
which we have to do, if properly used, 
is calculated to lxnefit the mind of 
man. That is the object of all th© 
works of God, to benefit living beings 
— beings that are capable of being 
made happy— capable of receiving joy 
and peace, all His works from the be- 
ginning to the end, (if there be any- 
beginning or end, which we doubt 
very much,) are calculated in their na- 
ture to render happy, living, intelli- 
gent beings. That is the reason wo 
are here — the reason we have com© 
from distant countries, from foreign 
lands, and congregated in these valleys; 
it is in order that we may be mor© 
happy, and more fitted to gain that 
experience that is calculated to mak© 
us more happy. We are looking for- 
ward to a time when we shall be ex- 
ceedingly happy; that is natural to 
the mind of man ; it is on the stretch 
looking forward to the period when it 
shall be far more happy than at pre- 
sent. We are inquiring how, and by 
what means, or by what course of con- 
duct, we can make ourselves mora 
happy than at the present time. 
Some people pursue one course and 
some another ; mankind have their Va- 
rious paths, walks, and courses, thera 
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are almost as many courses as there 
are people upon the face of the earth ; 
ami they are travelling in these paths 
and roads : each one seeking his own 
Lapp in ess, and perhaps, in few in- 
stances, the happiness of some others. 
Some take a road of sin and wicked- 
ness to secure happiness, but, in the 
end, they will find themselves literally 
disappointed. In travelling these 
great variety of paths, they find that 
it does not produce the result they 
Loped for — it does not bring happi- 
ness, nor give to them joy. There is 
something, connected with the travels 
of the people, and the courses that 
they 03 ark out for themselves, that is 
calculated very frequently to leave a 
Litter sting upon the consciences. 
They suppose they can be happy 
in pursuing a certain course, but 
they find themselves miserably disap- 
pointed* 

The Lord is gathering His Saints 
into this valley in order to instruct 
them how to be happy ; that is the 
ultimate object and aim He has in 
view : He desires us to be well in- 
structed, and to have the straight and 
narrow path laid out plain before us, 
fihowing us, from time to time, what 
Bteps are necessary to be taken, that 
^will lead to the greatest amount of 
Lapp in ess ; and if we follow them and 
continue in the path, we shall find 
that our light will grow brighter and 
Lxighter, our happiness greater and 
greater, and our joys will become more 
and more intense, until, in the eter- 
nal world we shall be swallowed up, as 
it were, with a fulness of joy — a ful- 
ness of happiness. 

We are all the time, as I have 
already observed, looking forward to 
something ahead of our present 
condition, to something that is fu- 
ture. 

We believe in a future state ; it is 
a kind of natural instinct in the mind 
of man, to believe in a never ending 
hereafter. When he lays down his 


mortal bodv in the silent tomb, and it 
crumbles back to its mother earth, he 
does not believe that the destruction 
of the mortal body, is the last of the 
being called man ; he believes that 
there is something there besides the 
tabernacle of flesh, that will live, 
move, and have a being forever. Fur- 
thermore, when we reflect more fully 
upon this subject, we believe that the 
something which dwells in this flesh 
and bones, is the only being that is 
capable of being made happy. 

' We have often been told this, from 
this stand ; and it has often been told, 
among the congregations of the Saints 
abroad, that it is the spirit of man, 
and not the mortal tabernacle, that 
enjoys, that suiiers, that has pleasure 
and pain. But the mortal tabernacle 
is so closely connected with the spirit 
of man, and we have so long been in 
the habit of associating the pains and 
pleasures of the spirit with what is 

| termed the pains and pleasures of the 
bodv, that we have almost worked 
ourselves into the belief that it is ac- 
tually the body that suffers pain, and 
enjoys pleasure ; but this is not th* 
case ; the body, so far as we know, is 
incapable of feeling; it is naturally 
incapable of it : it is only the spirit, 
that dwells within the body, that feels. 
However severely the body may be 
injured, it is not the body that dis- 
cerns that injury, but the spirit, within 
the body, that discerns it [The 
speaker here asked a blessing on the 
cup.] We were speaking concerning 
that being that we call ourselves, that 
dwells in this mortal tabernacle of 
flesh and bones* We were observing 
that so intimately are the body and 
spirit connected together, that we 
have become habituated to term the 
pleasures and pains that we expe- 
rience, the pleasures and pains of the 
body ; hut this is not the case ; the 
body of flesh and bones, when the 
spirit has left it, is incapable of any 
sensation whatever ; it does not form 
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any portion of that identity that be- 
longs to ourselves as spirits ; we are 
not aware of its pleasures or its pains; 
for it has neither ; hut we are aware 
that if our mortal tabernacle is injured 
or infringed upon, the spirit within is 
troubled and pained ; but we have be- 
come habituated to call this the pain 
of the bod v. 

I make these remarks in order to 
extend our ideas beyond this state of 
existence* 

If the spirit while in the body is 
capable of suffering, of being acted 
upon from without the body, and of 
experiencing diverse sensation, if it is 
capable of intense joy, or intense 
grief, may we not suppose that when 
it is freed from the body, when the 
animal tabernacle is fallen into the 
dust, and returns to its former earth, 
the same spirit, unclothed and tin- 
shielded, standing naked, as it were, 
before God, and before the elements 
that He has made, will be acted upon 
then, more or less, by these same ele- 
ments ; and that the same spirit that 
is capable of suffering here, will be 
capable of far more intense suffering 
hereafter ; the same spirit that is ca- 
pable of great joy here, will he capable 
of far more intense joy and pleasure 
hereafter ; and the same things of an 
external nature that are capable of 
producing intense pain here, are, un- 
der certain circumstances, capable of 
producing a hundred fold more pain 
hereafter ? If this be the case, how 
important it is that we should take 
that course that the spirit may, in its 
future state of existence, be placed 
under circumstances where we can 
obtain the pleasure, joy, and happi- 
ness, and escape the pains, evils, and 
bitterness of misery, to which some 
spirits will be exposed. ' 

Perhaps there may be in the future 
state a difference, a vast difference, 
in some respects, in the reflection of 
pain upon the spirit from what there 
is here ; and in other respects there 


may be a similarity. There are many 
things connected with the spirit of 
man, in the intermediate state, that wo 
do not know anything about; and 
then there are other things that we 
do know, so far as they are revealed „ 
and no further ; and then there are 
other things connected with the spirit 
of man between death and the resur- 
rection that we may believe, but not 
have a certain knowledge of, but be- 
lieve that such and such will be the 
case from analogy, from reason, from 
the nature of things. There has been 
but a little revealed to man on the 
subject of the intermediate state of 
the spirit, after it leaves this mortal 
tabernacle, 

| We are told in the Book of Mor- 
mon that the spirits of all men, as 
soon as they leave this mortal body, 
and return home to that God who gav» 
them life, whether they be wicked or 
whether they be righteous, go back to 
where they once were ; they return to 
their former state, to their former lo- 
cation and residence ; they appear in 
the presence of the Being that gay** 
them life. 

What further are we told on tha 
subject ? That after we get back into 
the presence of God, and return hcrna 
again, then it shall come to pass that 
the spirits of the righteous, those who 
have done good, those who have wrought 
the works of righteousness here upon 
the earth, shall he received into a stato 
of rest, a slate of happiness, of peace* 
a state of joy, where they will remain 
until the time of the resurrection. 
We are also told that another portion 
of spirits, another class of them that 
return home to God, after leaving this 
mortal tabernacle, are cast out, are 
sent off again, and are not permitted 
to stay at home, but are cast out into 
outer darkness, where there is weep 
ing and wailing and gnashing of teeth 
Now there must be some intense suf 
fering, some intense misery in cod 
nexion with the wicked class of spin 
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in order to cause them to weep and to 

wail, I 
We might now inquire, what is the 
cause of this intense suffering and 
misery ? Is it the action of the ele- 
ments upon the spirit ? Is it the 
materials of nature, operating from 
without upon it, that causes this dis- 
tress, this weeping, wailing, mourn- 
ing, and lamentation ? It may be in 
some measure ; it may help to pro- 
duce the misery and the \\Tetehedness ; 
but there is something connected with 
the spirit itself that no doubt produces 
this weeping, wailing, and mourning. 
What is this something ? It is me- 
morv« and remorse of conscience; a 
memory of what they have once done, 
: • N: u*y of their disobedience. Do 
tou not suppose the spirits can have 
power to remember in that world as 
well in this ? Yes, they certainly 
can. Have you never read in the 
t nf Mormon, where it informs us, 
that every act of our lives will be fresh 
upon the memory, and we shall have 
a clear consciousness of all our doings 
in this life ? Yes ; we have read that 
in the Book of Mormon — " a clear 
eamcioiisness" 

Wo read or learn a thing by obser- 
vation yesterday, and to-day or to- 
morrow it is gone, unless it be some- 
thing that impresses us distinctly, that 
nukes a vivid impression upon the 
mind, that we can remember it perhaps 
for days, months, and years ; but com- 
mon information and knowledge are , 
constantly coming into our minds, aud 
as constantly being forgotten. And 
some of the knowledge we receive 
here at one time becomes so complete- 
ly obliterated, through the weakness of 
the animal system, that we cannot call 
it to mind, no association of ideas will 
again suggest it to our minds ; it is 
gone, erased, eradicated from the tab- 
let of our memories. This is not 
owing to the want of capacity in the 
spirit ; no, but the spirit has a full 
capacity to remember ; for do you sup- 


pose that God in begetting spirits in 
the eternal world would beget an im- 
perfect thing, that had no capacities V 
No. The Being, who is full of in- 
telligence, knowledge, and wisdom, 
and acting upon the great principles 
that are ordained for the generation 
of living beings, spiritual beings, brings 
them forth with capacities capable of 
being enlarged or extended wider and 
wider ; consequently it is not the want 
of capacity in the spirit of man that 

, causes him to forget the knowledge he 
may have learned yesterday ; but it is 
because of the imperfection of the ta- 
bernacle in which the spirit dwells; 
because there is imperfection in the 
organization of the ilesh and bones, 
and in things pertaining to the taber- 

s nacle ; it is this that erases from our 
memory many things that would be 
useful ; we cannot retain them in our 
minds, they are gone into oblivion. It 
is not so with the spirit when it is re- 
leased from this tabernacle. 

, I might refer to the words of many 
of the Prophets upon this subject, but 

1 every person of reflection and obser- 
vation knows that the imperfection of 
the tabernacle does have a bearing 
upon the memory, as well upon other 

i faculties and powers of man. It has 
been proved that when the skull has 
been depressed by accident, or in the 

! way of experiment, every particle of 
the knowledge that the person has 
possessed has been entirely suspended. 
Relieving the skull from the pressure, 
things come fresh again into the mind; 
this shows that the spirit has not lost 
its capacity for memory, but it is the 
organization of the tabernacle that 
prevents it from remembering. Watt 
until these mortal bodies are laid in 
the tomb ; when we return home to 
God who gave us life ; then is the 
time we shall have the most vivid 
knowledge of all the past acts of our 
lives during our probationary state ; 
then is the time that we will lind that 
this being we call man — this spirit that 
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dwells within the tabernacle, is a be- 1 
ing that has capacity sufficient to re- 
tain all its past doings , whether they 
he good or bad. 

It is, then, this memory that will 
produce the suffering and the pains 
upon that class of spirits whose works 
have been wicked and abominable in 
the sight of God. A spirit, then, will 
remember, that " at such a time in ; 
yonder world, and at such a place, I dis- 
obeyed the commandments of God ; I 
did not hearken to the counsel of those 
whom Gofll had appointed to be my 
counsellors; I did not give heed to 
the man of God ; no ; but I rejected 
his sayings ; good counsel was impar- 
ted to me, but I did not heed it." In 
this life, things that may have been 
erased from your memory for years 
will be presented before you with all 
the vividness as if they bad just taken 
place. This will be like a worm upon 
the conscience ; it will prey upon the 
spirit, and produce unhappiness, wretch- 
edness, and misery. This will cajise 
you to lament, and mourn, and weep 
after you are cast out from the pre- 
sence of God — from the home to 
which you have returned, 

I am speaking now of the wicked. 
What is it that produces the opposite 
principle ? There is an opposition in i 
ull things ; it is the reflection of the 
.nemory that produces joy ; that is 
one of the elements by which joy and 
happiness are produced upon the spi- 
rit of man in the future state ; we re- 
member the acts of our past lives that 
they have been good ; we perceive by 
our memories that we have been obe- 
dient to counsel; we perceive that 
when we hare erred through our weak- 
ness we have repented of that error ; 
when we have been told of a fault we 
have forsaken it. When we look back 
upon acquaintances and neighbors we 
perceive that we have observed the ; 
golden rule, to do unto others as we 
would that others should do unto us. 
We look back upon our past lives, 


and we perceive we have never spoken 
evil against a brother or sister, thai 
we have never striven to stir up family 
broils, and that we have never desire d 
to injure any of the children of men. 
male or female- What do these re- 
flections produce ? They produce joy. 
satisfaction, peace, consolation, and 
this joy is a hundred fold more intense 
than what the spirit is capable of per- 
ceiving or enjoying in this life. Why? 
Because just in proportion to the vi- 
vidness of the conscience, or the me 
mory, so will be the joy- This you 
may have knowledge of by every- da> 
experience ; just in proportion to the 
vividness of your ideas, and of the 
truth set before your minds, and of 
the good things that are imparted to 
you, the more intense is your happi- 
ness here ; how much more intense 
would it be hereafter, when this mor- 
tal clog with all its imperfections has 
been laid down in the grave! The 
fact is, our spirits then will be happy, 
far more happy than what we are ca- 
pable even of conceiving, or having 
the least idea of in this world, 

Our happiness here is regulated II 
a great measure by external objects, 
by the organization of the mortal ta 
bernacle ; they are not permitted to 
rise very high, or to become very great ; 
on the other hand it seems to be a kind 
of limit to our joys and pleasures, 
sufferings, and pains, and this is be- 
cause of the imperfection of the taber- 
nacle in which we dwell ; and of those 
things with which we are surrounded - 
but in that life everything will sppe 
in its true colors ; in my estimation 
not a single thought of the heart, that 
has ever passed through the mind, not a 
single act of an individual, from the ear- 
liest period of its memory till the time 
it comes into the presence of God, will 
escape the notice of the memory when 
it appears there, unclogged from this 
tabernacle. 

Are there any other circumstances 
that will produce pain or joy, besides 
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that which is connected with the spi- 
rit — besides its own conscience or 
memory ? Yes, a great deal will de- 
pend upon the place of the residence 
of these spirits. Suppose you were a 
righteous spirit* and you were cast 
out to dwell a certain time ; not cast 
out, hut sent out, on a mission to the 
abodes of darkness, or to those who 
are not as righteous as yourselves; 
though you might have peace of con* 
science and happiness dwelling within 
your own bosoms in reflecting upon 
your past conduct, yet the society 
with which you are compelled to min- 
gle for a short period, in order to im- 
part knowledge and wisdom and such 
information as is calculated to benefit 
them, is, in a measure, disagreeable ; 
you are compelled, for a season, to 
mingle with those who are inferior to 
yourself in their capacities. When 
you go and associate with them there 
is something disagreeable in the na- 
ture of this association ; vou fee] to 
pity them in their ignorance, in their 
condition and circumstances ; their 
conversation is not agreeable to vou 
as that of your t>wn associates in the 
presence of God, There is something 
that is calculated to render their so- 
ciety disagreeable to themselves, which 
increases as the degradation of the so- 
ciety is increased. Then a wicked man 
filtering into the company of such 
beings has not onlv a hell within him- 
Belf — a conscience gnawing like a 
worm, but he sees misery and wretch* 
edness; and they cleave one to another 
iu their wickedness, and in their con- 
versation, and acts, and doings, and 
intercourse with each other; all these 
things are calculated in their nature 


to 


proi 



ice misery and wretchedness, 
as well as their own consciences. It 
should then be our constant study to 
escape this order of things. We are 
free and independent ; it is all in our 
hands whether to escape this order of 
wretchedness and misery, and the 
abodes of the wicked in the spiritual 
No. J 8.] 


world ; we can dwell in the society of 
the righteous, or in the society of the 
the wicked, just as we choose. As 
the revelation states, all intelligence 
and all truth is independent in that 
sphere in which God has placed it to 
act for itself, consequently you and I 
are the ones to make ourselves happy 
by taking the course pointed out by 
our superiors, by those who have a 
right to teach, control, and direct us* 
It is for us to create a heaven within 
our own minds. It is for us to choose 
the place of our abode, either among 
the spirits of the just or the spirits of 
the damned. 

We have spoken of the memory 
of spirits in the future state; the 
same principle will apply to many 
other faculties of the mind of man, as 
well as memory ; knowledge for in- 
stance. How limited, how very limit- 
ed, in its nature is the knowledge of 
man in this life. Why is it that our 
knowledge is so limited ? I say limit- 
ed, compared with that which is to be 
known, and which will be known. 
The reason is, God has seen proper in 
His infinite wisdom to place us in 
circumstances where we can learn the 
very iirst elements of knowledge, and 

Of 

act upon them in the first place. In- 
stead of having the whole of the rich 
treasures of knowledge and wisdom 
unfolded to us at once, He begins to 
iced us little by little, the same as you 
would feed a weakly, sickly infant with 
tood prepared and adapted to its taste, 
and to the weakness of its system. 
The Lord brings us in this state un- 
der similar circumstances, endowed 
with certain senses by which we can 
gain, by little and little, knowledge 
and information ; but it takes a long 
time to get a little into our minds. It 
seems that our spirits, that once stood 
in the presence of God, Hotbed with 
power, capacities, wisdum, and know- 
ledge, forget what they once knew — 
finget that which was once fresh in 
their minds* 

[Vol. IL 


But, inquires one, u Do you have 
an idea we had once much informa- 
tion and knowledge in the spirit 
world ? " Yes, we had a great deal of 
knowledge and information, but to 
what extent I know not ; suffice to 
say we had much knowledge, we were 
capable, when the morning stars sang 
together for joy, when the foundations 
of this earth were laid, of lifting up 
*ur voices aud shouting aloud for joy. 
What produced this joy ? The con- 
templation of a world on which we 
were to receive our probation, and 
have tabernacles of flesh and bones, 
and obtain our redemption, iVll these 
things were known to us in our an- 
terior state, but we have forgotten 
them all We knew then about the 
Kedeemer — about Christ, but we for- 
got it in our infantile moments. 

As soon as our spirits were enclosed 
in this tabernacle all our former know- 
ledge vanished away — the knowledge 
of our former acts was lost, what we 
did then we know not ; we had laws 
to govern ns ; how obedient to them 
we were we know not ; how faithful 
we were we know not, we had a con- 
test with the one third part of the 
hosts of heaven, and we overcame 
them ; and then the Lord made an 
earth where we might have a second 
probation, and forget all we once 
knew concerning the battles we had 
fought, before we came here, against 
Lucifer the son of the morning. We 
forget about the laws that were given 
to govern us in that spiritual state. 
Why all tin* ? If we came here with 
all the knowledge we formerly posses- 
sed, could we be again tried as those 
who possess only the first principles 
of knowledge? We must begin at 
the alphabet of knowledge ; and when 
once we begin to gain knowledge and 
information the Lord tries us to see 
if we will comply with that, and if we 
do, He gives us more, in this proba- 
tionary state ; but after we have gain- 
ed all we can here, it is nothing com- 


pared with that immense fulness, 
which it is the privilege of the chil- 
dren of men to obtain in the future 
state of existence. 

Our knowledge here is, compara- 
tively speaking, nothing : it can hard- 
ly be reckoned the elements of know- 
ledge. What few glimmering ideas 
the wisest of us get, we obtain by 
experience, through the medium of 
our senses, and the reflecting powers 
of the mind. 

Some people suppose that we do not 
acquire scarcely any knowledge, only 
what we get by seeing, hearing, 
testing, smelling, and feeling; we 
may not, iu one sense of the word, 
hut in another sense there is a vast 
amount of knowledge which we gain 
by reflection ; the solving of mathe- 
matical problems from beginning to 
end is not brought about by seeing, 
hearing, tasting, smelling, or feeling, 
unless the mind can feel them; we 
reason from one step to another until 
we solve the proposition. There is a 
vast field of knowledge, pertaining to 
this state, that mankind can gain 
through the medium of their reflect- 
ing or reasoning powers; and then 
there is another vast field that they 
can explore through the medium of 
their senses. I am now speaking of 
temporal knowledge, 

We became acquainted with light 
and color through the organization of 
our bodies. In other words the Lord 
has* constructed the mortal eye and 
framed it in such a manner that it is 
capable of being acted upon by one of 
the elements of nature, called light ; 
and that gives us a great variety of 
knowledge, A blind man knows no- 
thing about light, as we were told 
here the other day by our President,, 
the blind man knows nothing about 
light if he were born blind. You can- 
not, bv talking with him for a thousand 
years, instil into his mind an idea 
what red, yellow, white, black, green, 
blue are like : thevare ideas that have 
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never entered into his mind. Why ? 
I >< ;ause the little inlet to this kind of 
knowledge is closed up, and there is 
no other part of the spirit exposed to 
the light. It is only a small place by 
which the spirit can converse with light 
and its colors. Just so in regard to 
many other ideas. 

Take a man who is perfectly deaf, 
who was born deaf, so that no 
sound has ever entered his ears ; what 
does he know about music ? about 
the various sounds that are so beauti- 
ful to the mind of man ? Ho knows 
nothing at all about it, neither can it 
be described to him, 

A man that has always beep de- 
prived of the organ of smell, has no 
other inlet of knowledge by which he 
can know and understand the nature 
of smell ; he cannot see a smell, or 
hear a smell ; it can only be perceived 
by this little oman called the nose; that 
is the only way these ideas can get to 
the spirit. If he ever knew them 
before he came here, he has forgotten 
them, which is the same as if he had 
never known them ; and if he wishes 
to gain an idea of the sensations pro- 
duced by the elements of nature, he 
must learn them anew by these media. 
If a man be devoid of taste what can 
he know about sweet and sour ? You 
might as well talk to him about the 
bounds of time and space, and get 
him to comprehend a heaven located 
beyond their limits, as to comprehend 
what sweet and bitter are, or tell the 
difference between a piece of sugar 
and vinegar, so far as its taste is con- 
cerned. 

So with regard to touch, There are 
many things we cannot feel, yet we 
have knowledge of them ; we cannot 
feel the sun, moon, stars, and comets, 
and many other things ; and if it were 
not for some senses that give a know- 
ledge of them we should be wrapped 
in total ignorance concerning them. 
How do we know, when this spirit is 
freed from this mortal tabernacle, but 


that all these senses will be greatly 
enlarged ? If we, by looking through 
these little eyes of ours, can see ob- 
jects some thousands of millions of 
miles distant ; if we can see objects 
that are existing at that immense 
distance through the medium of these 
little inlets ; suppose that the whole 
spirit were uncovered and exposed to 
all the rays of light, can it be sup- 
posed that light would not affect the 
spirit if it were thus unshielded, un- 
covered, and unclothed ? Do you sup- 
pose that it would not be susceptible 
of any impressions made by the ele- 
ments of light? The spirit is in* 
herently capable of experiencing the 
sensations of light ; if it were not so, 
we could not see. You might form 
as fine an eye as ever was made, but if 
the spirit, in and of itself, were not 
capable of being acted upon by the 
rays of light, an eye would be of no 
benefit. Then unclothe the spirit, and 
instead of exposing a small portion of 
it about the size of a pea to the action 
of the rays of light, the whole of it 
would be exposed, I think we could 
then see in d liferent directions at once, 
instead of looking in one particular 
direction ; we could then look all 
around us at the same instant. We 
can see this verified, in some small 
degree, by bringing to our aid artificial 
means. Look at ihe telescopes in- 
vented, of what advantage are they ? 
Why, they bring a greater number of 
rays of light together, and concentrate 
them upon the retina of the eye. The 
glasses within the telescope are so 
constructed as to bring the rays of 
light to a focus ; and when they are 
placed properly in that instrument it 
brings a larger number of rays upon 
the eye, so that it brings objects we 
cannot see with the natural eve with- 
in the power of our vision, thus we 
are enabled to see many glorious 
objects in the heavens, that the na* 
turai eye could never have gaztd 
upon. v'* ; 


Let the spirit itself bo a telescope ; 
or in other words, let there be a 
million of times more of the surface 
of the spirit exposed to the rays of 
light, than is now exposed through 
the medium of the eyes, or were 
this body of flesh and bones taken off, 
and the whole spirit exposed to the 
rays of light; would not these rays 
produce an effect upon the spirit? 
Yes ; inasmuch as it is inherently 
capable of such effects, independent 
of flesh and bones. Then there would 
be a vast field opened to the view of 
the spirit, and this would be opened 
not in one direction only, but in all 
directions ; we should then have the 
advantage of the telescope, though it 
were as large as Lord Ross's, whose ob- 
ject glass is six feet in diameter. What 
great improvement it would be if a 
telescope could be invented, to bring 
cho rays of light on other parts of the 
spirit, besides the eye. Such will be 
the case when this tabernacle is taken 
off ; we shall look, not in one direction 
only, but in every direction, This 
will be calculated to give us new ideas, 
concerning the immensity of the crea- 
tions of God, concerning worlds that 
may be far beyond the reach of the 
most powerful instruments that have 
been called to the aid of man. This 
will give us information and knowledge 
we never can know as long as we 
dwell in this mortal tabernacle. This 
tabernacle, although it is good iu its 
place, is something Hke the scaffolding 
you see round about a new building 
that is going up ; it is only a help, an 
aid in this imperfect situation ; but 
when we get into another condition, 
we shall find that these imperfect aids 
will not be particularly wanted ; we 
shall have other sources of gaining 
knowledge, besides these inlets, called 
senses. 

In relation to this matter, touching 
the extension of our knowledge" year 
after year, some people have thought 
that we should have to learn every- 


thing by study, I do not believe it ; 
there are a great many ways of learn- 
ing things without reasoning or study- 
ing them out ; without obtaining them 
through the medium of the five senses. 
Man will be endowed, after he leaves 
this tabernacle, with powers and facul- 
ties which he, now, has no knowledge 
of, by which he may learn what is 
round about him. In order to prove 
this, let me refer you to some things 
in some of the revelations which God 
has given. What is said about the 
brother of Jared ? It is said that the 
Lord showed him all the children of 
men previous to his day, and all that 
were on earth at the time he lived, 
and all that would be to the end of 
time. How do you suppose he beheld 
them ? Did he look at them with his 
natural eyes ? How long do you 
suppose it would take a man to see all 
that are now living, if he only employ- 
ed one second to look at each in- 
dividual ? It would take him a long 
time ; it would take him over thirty 
years. In order to see them all, he 
must place his eye upon them alL If 
a man look at one individual in this 
assembly, though he may indistinctly 
perceive, on each side of that indivi- 
dual, a vast variety of faces, yet there is 
only one person that he sees distinctly ; 
the rest only produce very indistinct 
images upon his visiom So with the 
brother of Jared ; if he had looked at 
each individual of all the generations 
for one second successively, it would 
have taken him over three thousand 
years to have beheld them all. 

There must be some faculty or 
power natural to God and to superior 
beings, that man, in this life, is not in 
possession of in any great degree, by 
which they can look at a great variety 
of objects at once. The brother of 
Jared could look upon past, present, 
and future generations ; they all came 
before him, and he gazed upon them 
all ; there was not a soul that he did 
not behold. 
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Moses also had a similar view ; he, 
at a certain time, was clothed upon 
with the glory of God ; and while he 
was thus clothed upon, he was enabled 
to behold many things ; and seeing 
some things that looked very glorious, 
he wanted to see more ; but the Lord said 
unto him, ** No man can behold all my 
works, except he behold all my glory; 
and no man can behold all my glory 
and afterwards remain in the flesh ; 
that is, it would consume him ; the 
sight would be so overwhelming that 
the mortal tabernacle would melt away. 
. Should a mortal man be permitted to 
gaze upon all the works of God, which 
include all His glory, mortality could 
not endure it. But the Lord did con- 
descend to give him, in a measure, 
the same principle that He Himself is 
in possession of ; for the Lord beholds 
all His works. He says, ' ' Mine eye 
can pierce them all/' after telling us 
that the number of worlds were greater 
than the number of particles in millions 
of earths like this, Jesus says that 
he " looked forth upon the wide ex- 
panse of eternity," and that "all things 
are present before mine eyes." 

Now, the Lord imparted a portion 
of this principle to Hoses. Let us 
see Low it operated on his vision. As 
soon as Moses got this new principle, 
not natural to man, what did he be- 
hold? He looked upon that which 
mankind never can look upon in this 
natural state, without the aid of the 
same principle ; he beheld every par- 
ticle of the earth, or, as the new re- 
velation says, and there was not a 
particle of it that he did not behold,' 
discerning it by the spirit of God. 
What an excellent telescope! Did 
the Spirit of God impress it by the 
rays of light upon the retina of the 
eye only ? No : the vision was ex- 
lubited to the mind, independent of 
the natural eye. Instead of acting 
upon the mere eye, every part of the 
human spirit could behold and dis- 
cern, through the medium of that all- 


powerful substance — the Spirit of God, 
every particle of this earth. How long 
would it have taken Moses to have 
gazed at each particle separately, with 
the natural eye ? While he was gazing 
with the eye at one, he could not be 
looking directly at another* It would 
have taken hira a great many millions 
of years to have gazed directly and 
distinctly upon every particle of the 
earth, as we naturally see things in 
succession. But, instead of this, we 
find him, in a short space of time, per- 
haps the interval was only a few mi- 
nutes or hours, gazing upon every 
particle of it. Here was something 
new, and independent of the natural 
vision, showing him things beneath 
the surface of the earth. Men look 
at things above the surface by the 
natural eve ; but here is a man who, 
by the power of heaven, is enabled to 
penetrate that which the natural eye 
could never behold. Suppose that the 
spirit of man were unclogged from 
this mortal tabernacle, the Lord could 
show him the particles of million on 
millions of worlds, in the same way, 
and with the same ease, that he show- 
ed Moses the particles of one. 

By the same power and principle 
that Moses beheld every particle of 
this earth, he could have looked at 
the moon, and beheld every particle 
of it ; and the same power could have 
shown him every particle of the sun, 
planets, comets, and fixed stars. 

Here, then, is a new faculty of 
knowledge, very extended in its na- 
ture, that is calculated to throw a vast 
amount of information upon the mind 
of man, almost in the twinkling of an * 
eye. How long a time would it take 
a man in the next world, if he had to 
gain knowledge as we do here, to find 
out the simplest things in nature ? 
He might reason, and reason for thou 
sands of years, and then hardly have 
got started. But when this Spirit of 
God, this great telescope that is used 
in the celestial heavens, is given to 
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man, and ho, through the aid of it, 
gazes upon eternal things, what does 
he behold ? Not one object at a time, 
but a vast multitude of objects rush 
before his vision, and are present be- 
fore his mind, filling him in a mo- 
ment with the knowledge of worlds 
more numerous than the sands of the 
sea shore. Will he be able to bear 
it ? Yes, his mind is strengthened in 
proportion to the amount of informa- 
tion imparted. It is this tabernacle, 
in its present condition, that prevents 
us from a more enlarged understand- 
ing. Moses understood all he saw, so 
far as the Lord pleased to show him ; 
and if the Lord showed him all the 
properties, qualities, and connexions 
of those particles, he would have un- 
derstood it. 

There is a faculty mentioned in the 
word of God, which we are not in pos- 
session of here, but we shall possess 
it hereafter ; that is not only to see a 
vast number of things in the same 
moment, looking in all directions by 
the aid of the Spirit, but also to ob- 
tain a vast number of ideas at the 
same instant. Here, we have to con- 
fine ourselves in a little, narrow, con- 
tracted space, and we can hardly 
think of two things at a time ; if we 
do, our minds are distracted, and we 
cannot think distinctly. Some, by 
habit, it is true, are able to think of 
tw T o or three little things at once, or 
at least the interval between the suc- 
cessive thoughts is so small as to be 
inappreciable. Some people play on 
an instrument of music, and may go 
through a very difficult performance, 
while their minds are thinking of some- 
thing else ; and by habit, they hardly 
perceive the working of the musical 
instrument. 

I believe we shall be freed, in the 
next world, in a great measure, from 
these narrow, contracted methods of 
thinking. Instead of thinking in one 
- channel, and following up one certain 
course of reasoning to find a certain 


truth, knowledge will rush in from all 
quarters ; it will come in like the light 
which flows from the sun, penetrating 
every part, informing the spirit, and 
giving understanding concerning ten 
thousand things at the same time; 
and the mind will be capable of re- 
ceiving and retaining all- 
Says one, M Shall we have all know- 
ledge?" I have nothing to feay about 
that; thatisamatter that you must look 
to our President for information upon : 
he is the one to hear upon that subject ; 
and we should not teach an v thins, 
when we once ascertain his real mind, 
that will come in contact with his 
teachings, Ido not know that I have 
this day presented any views that are 
different from his : if I have, when he 
corrects me, I will remain silent in -on 
the subject, if I do not understand it 
as he does. So with regard to any other 
principle whatever which I may teach. 
God has placed him as the President 
of this Church, as our leader, guide, 
and teacher, and we are bound not to 
come in contact with him — not t 
teach differentlv to what he does : 
that is, when we once ascertain full 
his mind and views. But, ver 
frequently, mankind are so imperfect 
and their minds so contracted, an 
their knowledge so little, comparatively 
speaking, that they may throw out 
many ideas that may not be true, that 
are incorrect : but the Lord has ap- 
pointed these that hold the keys, to 
correct and give us instructions on all 
principles of doctrine ; and as often 
as they see proper to turn the keys 
and unlock to their own minds these 
principles, they can do so. It is not 
alwavs wisdom to use the kevs of 
knowledge and revelation upon trifling 
subjects. There may also be many 
subjects that it is not wUdom for us 
to understand and receive at present. 
There may be many items of knowledge 
in the bosom of God, in the eternal 
worlds, that He does not see proper to 
reveal to us, while in our mortal state; 
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consequently, people may differ with 
regard to their views of those things 
not revealed, and which they do not 
understand. In mauy of my remarks 
and teachings, I may have laid before 
you ideas, which, when you come to 
learn the President s mind upon them, 
may be declared erroneous and not 
sound doctrine, I may have done the 
same things in many of my writings ; 
but in all points of doctrine, relating 
to the plan of salvation, and the re- 
demption of man, so far as I under- 
stood it, I have endeavored to write that 
which I, at the time, verily believed to 
be true. Some of those things may be 
wrong; I do not say that I am capable, 
without direct revelation, of writing 
upon many intricate points, with the 
same degree of perfection and precision 
as one who writes only as he is inspired, 
Bat I do feel thankful to that God 
who has placed us in these Valleys of 
the Mountains, that He has ordained 
kevs by which knowledge and informa- 
tion may be poured down from the 
great fountain, until we gain all that 
is necessary for us to know in this 
state : and I do look forward with 
great rejoicing at the prospects of the 
future. 

When I speak of the future state of 
n>an, and the situation of our spirits 
between death and the resurrection, I 
long for the experience and knowledge 
to be gained in that state, as well as 
this. We shall learn many more 
things there ; we need not suppose 
our five senses connect us with all the 
things of heaven, and earth, and 
eternity, and space ; we need not 
think that we are conversant with all 
the elements of nature, through the 
medium of the senses God has given 
us here. Suppose He should give us 
a sixth sense, a seventh, an eighth, 
a ninth, or a fiftieth. All these differ- 
ent senses would convey to us new 
ideas, as much so as the senses of 
tasting, smelling, or seeing communi- 
cate different ideas from that of hearing. 


I Do we suppose the five senses of 
man converse with all the elements of 
nature? No* There is a principle 
called magnetism; we see its effects, 
but the name of the thing does not 
give us a knowledge of its nature, or 
of the manner in which the effects 
are produced. We know not why a 
piece of iron w ill turn towards a magnet 
this way or that* Now, suppose we 
had a sixth sense that was so adapt* 
as to perceive this very thing, we 
should learn some new ideas, connect- 
ed with the elements of nature, besides 
those we have learned by the five 
senses we already possess. I believe 
there are ten thousand things with 
which we are surrounded, that we 
know nothing about by our present 
natural senses. When* the Lord im- 
parts to us a principle by which we 
can look upon the past and future, 
well as the present — by which we 
i can look upon many intricate objects 
of nature which are now hidden fro 
our view, we shall find our capacity 
for obtaining and retaining knowledg 
to be greatly enlarged. 

We already have the capacity, an 
all it wants is to bring things into a 
situation to act upon it. The capacity 
is here ; and when the Lord sees fit, 
it will be instructed and taught, and 
things will be unveiled — even thu 
things of God, and the laws that 
have been hidden concerning the ce* 
lestial, terrestrial, and telestial worlds, 
and concerning all the variety o 
things that are organized in the im- 
mensity of space, so far as the Lord 
sees proper to unfold them ; and we 
shall learn more and more of them 
until the perfect day, as the Lord 
places us in circumstances to become 
acquainted with them, 
. I have dwelt upon this subject in 
order that we may be looking forward 
with joyful anticipations to the future. 
I am constantly looking to the future, 
as well as to the present, and try in 
to frame my present course of conduct 
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in such a way as shall enable me to 
attain to that which is in the future for 
the faithful. If I had no knowledge 
or understanding of the future, it 
would be like a person pursuing a 
phantom that be did not know was 
of any worth ; but the more know- 


ledge we get of the future, the more 
we impress it upon our minds and in 
our thoughts, the more we will be 
stirred up in our exertions to do that 
which concerns us at the present mo- 
ment, knowing that it has an all-im- 
portant bearing upon the future. 


FAITHFULNESS AND APOSTACY. 


A Discourse by President Brlgham Young, Dvllcert d in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake 

City , April 0, ISoo, 


Twenty-five years ago to-day this 
Church was organized with six mem- 
bers. More had been baptized by 
brother Joseph, but he having received 
a revelation to organize the Church, 
and only six members being present, 
they were all that were then incorpo- 
rated. Many of the faithful brethren 
and sisters, who embraced the Gospel 
of salvation in the early days of the 
history of this work, have no doubt 
often looked over the grouud this 
Church has traversed, and have been 
enabled to discern the invisible hand 
of the Lord in the preservation of this 
people in the various scenes they have 
passed through. 

Many times, to all human appear* 
ance, there was no temporal salvation 
for the Saints. Again, those who were 
not faithful, beholding things as the 
natural man beholds them, have left 
the Church ; yes, scores of them, hun- 
dreds, of them, thousands of them, 
both male and female. They looked 
at this kingdom, and, considering its 
progress upun seemingly natural prin- 
ciples, discovered it was best for them 
to leave it, and if possible save their 
lives. Those who have been faithful 
can witness this day, that those who 


have sought to save their lives have 
lost them, while those who have sought 
diligently to .build up the kingdom of 
God, who have clung to the command- 
ments of the Lord, who have not 
counted their lives dear to them, have 
saved their lives. 

It is marvellous, it is marvellously 
strange, and truly it is a marvellous 
work and a wonder, to those destitute 
of the revelations of Jesus Christ, 
when they reflect upon the history of 
this people, in their travels and pro- 
gress ; and it has been a wonder to all 
who have been acquainted with it. 

Those who were acquainted with 
the rise of this Church, with the lives 
and acts of the few who then believed 
the Gospel, and with the lives and acts 
of many who surrounded them, dis- 
covered then that the powers of dark- 
ness, the powers of the enemies of all 
righteousness, were leveled against the 
few who believed in the Book of Mor- 
mon, and who believed that Joseph 
Smith was a Prophet. Whether they 
were six in number, or six times six, 
or whether there was but one, it made 
no difference. Just as soon as the 
Book of Mormon was declared to the 
people, or to a neighborhood, and pro- 
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claimed to be the history of the abori- 
gines of our country, and to contain 
the will of God to the people formerly, 
and that the Lord Jesus appeared to 
the inhabitants of this continent and 
revealed to them the Gospel ; that the 
kingdom of God was built up here ; 
that the Lamanites were a remnant 
of the house of Is rati ; and that the 
set time had come for the Lord to fa* 
vor Zion and gather Israel ; at that 
very time, on that very day, the 
powers of darkness were arrayed against 
t ho Prophet, against the Book of Mor- 
mon, and those who believed it to be 
wimt it purported to be* 

Has this spirit of persecution 
ceased ? No, not in the least, but it 
has steadily increased. 1 was some- 
what acquainted with the coming forth 
of the Book of Mormon, not only 
through what I read in the newspapers, 
but I also heard a great many stories 
and reports which were circulated as 
quick as the Book of Mormon was 
printed, and began to be scattered 
abroad. Then the spirit of persecu- 
tion, the spirit of death, the spirit of 
destruction immediately seemed to 
cuter the hearts of the pious priests 
more particularly than any other por- 
tion of the people ; they could not 
bear it* Among those who professed 
great faith and great piety, and be* 
lieved in the blessings of sanctifica- 
tion, and professedly believed in the 
ministering of angels, and in the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, and that it was 
the privilege of Christians to enjoy the 
gifts and graces of the Spirit now, as 
well as in ancient times, as quick as 
the Book of Mormon was introduced 
into conversation, a spirit would rise 
in them causing them to wish to de- 
stroy that book and every person who 
believed in it They would say, " It 
is from hell, it is from the bottomless 
pit, it is of the devil ; and those who 
believe in it ought to go to hell ; it is 
a pity that such a delusion should be 
permitted to rise in our Christian 


country." Such expressions came 
from the mouths of religious priests, 
from the mouths of leading characters 
in society, from tl oss who professed 
to hold the keys of salvation, and to 
teach the people the way of life. Has 
this spirit ceased ? No, it has not, 
but it has constantly increased. And 
to my cef*tain knowledge, through the 
visions of the spirit of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, I did know. I did see, I did 
understand, before I went into the 
waters of baptism, that this spirit of 
persecution would increase. As the 
kingdom of God increased upon the 
earth, so would the power of the ene- 
my increase in like manner, to keep 
pace with it ; and there never would 
be a time, except for a short period* 
that this people would have rest, until 
Israel was fully gathered, was redeem- 
ed and built up, and the Lord had 
drawn the dividing line between the 
righteous and the wicked. 

This Church has lived twenty-five 
years and is not dead yet, although a 
great many of its members have gone 
behind the vail. Those who were first 
baptized into the Church have almost 
entirely left this stage of action. I 
presume there is not a single person 
in this congregation who embraced 
the Book of Mormon in the fall of 
1*29, or in the fore part of the year 
1*:K). The Prophet, his father, and 
his brothers, except one, aro gone be- 
hind the vail- I suppose that Mar- 
tin Harris and Joseph's mother are 
living, but Oliver Cowdery has gone 
to his long home, and most of the 
witnesses of the Book of Mormon have 
died ; and I know of but very few in 
these valleys who embraced the faith 
of the Gospel in the early days of the 
rise of this Church. 'When I call to 
mind the multitudes with whom I 
have been acquainted in this king- 
dom, and reflect how few there are 
who have stood firm, and how many 
have apostatized, I often at first think 
it is strange* but again, it is no mar* 
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vel, realizing as I do that every per* 
son who lives in this Church must be 
faithful. They cannot run by sight, 
but must actually exercise faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in order to enjoy 
the light of the Holy Ghost. When 
they neglect this, the spirit of the 
world takes possession of them, and 
they become cold and fruitless, and 
pine away into darkness and spiritual 
death, and finally leave us. Will this 
continue ? Yes, 

Perhaps there are many who are as- 
touished to see people apostatize, but 
it reallv is no marvel, it is no aston- 
ishment at all. If you wish to know 
the reasou why they apostatize, it is 
because they neglect their duty, lose 
the Spirit of the Lord, and the spirit 
of the holy Gospel that they received 
when they first embraced it. Many 
receive the Gospel because they know 
it is true ; they are convinced in their 
judgment that it is true ; strong argu- 
ment overpowers them, awl they are 
rationally compelled to admit the 
Gospel to be true upon fair reasoning. 
They yield to it, and obey its first 
principles, but never seek to be en- 
lightened by the power of the Holy 
Ghost ; such ones frequently step out 
of the way. 

Say they, ** Mor monism is true, but 
I am not going to stand it ; 1 am not 
going to abide this severe temporal 
loss ; I am not going to stay here and 
have my rights trampled upon : 1 am 
not going to be checked in ray career; 
I do not wish to be trammeled in my 
doings, but I want my liberty perfect- 
ly ; still I believe it to be true with 
all my heart/' 

Well, right upon these statements, 
if such men only believe *' Mormon- 
ism ? to be true, and that too no 
stronger than they do, they are not so 
far ahead in this particular as the 
devils in hell, for they both believe 
and know that the Gospel is true. 
They believe and know that Jesus is 
the Christ ; they believe in the Old 


and New Testament, and in the Book 
of Mormon, and know that they are 
true. They know when a true Pro- j 
phet comes forth upon the earth ; if 
they did not they would not raise up 
peivecution against him. Not only 
believing, but knowing that the Gos- 
pel is true, they are arrayed in oppo- 
sition to the truth, and lay every plan 
and scheme, that it is possible for \ 
devils to invent, to overthrow tho I 
kingdom of God on earth, that they 
may retain possession of the world If 
still longer, 1 

Will there still be apostacy? Yes, 
brethren and sisters, you may expect] 
that peoj^le will come into the Church, 
and then apostatize. You may expect! 
that some people will run well for a I 
season, and then fall out by the wav. 
For example, take the parable of tho 
sower that went out to sow, "and 
when he sowed, some seeds fell bv the 
wav side, and the fowls came and de- 

w 

vourcd them up : some fell upon stony 
places, where they had not much 
earth : and forthwith they sprung up, 
because they had no deepness of earth : 
and when the sun was up, they were 
scorched ; and because they had no 
root, they withered away. And some 
fell among thorns ; and the thorns 
sprung up, and choked them : but 
other fell into good ground, ad 
brought forth fruit, some an hundred 
fold, some sixty fold, some thirty 
fold." . . ' 

When the seed falls into god 
ground it takes root, and brings ford 
fruit ; such individuals will be fhithft! 
to the end. The seed that falls to 
the wav side, for want of root cannot 
endure the scorching sun of perseca 
tion. Those who are represented h 
the seed among thorns cannot endm? 
because of the cares of the world ad 
the pride of life. The influence ad 
power of the world, and of the aim 
sary, surrounding such individuak 
they are by and by turned away, ui 
cease to be Saints, cease to serve tin 
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Lord, and turn every one to his own 
way. Is this strange to you ? Yes, 
for a moment, you say it is very 
strange. What did you embrace 
14 Mormonism " for ? Some have em- 
braced it for the truth's sake ; some 
love the Gospel because it is the Gos- 
pel — because it is based upon true 
principle?, and because it is the only 
system of doctrine revealed to the 
children of men, that is built upon a 
sure foundation. They love truth be- 
cause it is truth, because it is light, 
and there is no darkness in it ; and , 
they fear not to come to the light that 
their deeds may be reproved, for they 
wish to get rid of their evil deeds. 
They love virtue because it is a holy 
principle by which the angels live ; 
they love all the Gospel principles be- 
cause riiey are connected with eter- 
nity, and are the foundation of eternal 
lives, and will #xalt the faithful to 
happiness and felicity, to kingdoms 
of glory, power, and im mortality, and 
to all the knowledge and happiness 
that can be enjoyed by the intelligent 
leings who inherit eternity. 

It is not for me to sav how manv 
embrace the Gospel for the sake of 
the loaves and fishes ; but I really ■ 
think, from their conduct, that many 
have embraced the Gospel to see if ! 
they cannot make gain of it ; to see if i 
there is any temporal advantage in it. 
Let this kingdom or this people pros- 
pellet them be free from persecution 
at this day, let our friends, our rela- 
tives, our former neighbors speak well 
of us and tell the truth with regard 
to our temporal prosperity, as they I 
would of other people, and what would 
be the result ? Thousands would pro* 
fesscdly embrace the Gospel for the 
advantages to be derived therefrom, 
to get a good name, and to obtain the 
riches which are of this world, and to 
be perfectly free from restraint Let 
this kingdom prosper in a manner { 
that all men will speak well of it, and 
let there be no trials, no threatenings, 


none to say, 41 You shall be killed, you 
shall be destroyed," but let all say 
44 Peace shall be with you, we will 
bless you, we will neighbor with you, 
and hail you as our friends and breth- 
ren;" under such a state of things, 
i thousands would professedly embrace 
the Gospel for the sake of living in 
peace, and to obtain the riches of this 
world ; thousands would professedly 
embrace the Book of Mormon and the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants for 
political advantages, for a great name, 
j and to obtain what they are seeking 
! after continually. What is that ? To 
be spoken well of by everybody, to 
obtain power and great influence 
among men. Were 1 to give my own 
private opinion concerning the matter, 
1 cannot say that a great many have 
come into this Church solely for the 
1 worldly advantages which they would 
derive therefrom. On the other hand, 
do all people join this Church with a 
pure intention ? A great many em- 
brace the Gospel to be free from the 
iron hand of oppression, under which 
they are labouring continually, from 
year to year, in servile chains, toiling 
to get a morsel of bread to subsist 
upon. They are ground down and 
afflicted ; their wages are cut down to 
the last penny they can live upon, 
when they know that they must labor 
or die. 

Thousands are in this pitiable con- 
dition, and would embrace anything, 
I do not care what under the heavens 
was preached to them. You may go 
and preach the doctrines of Univer- 
sal ism, of Infidelity, or of any other 
belief in the world, you may boil them 
down and get their very essence, and 
with it tell those who are oppres- 
sed and borne down by the rich and 
the great, "You shall be delivered 
from your factories, you shall make 
your escape from your shops of toil ; 
we are preaching this to the poor ; now 
embrace our system and our doctrine, 
and you shall be delivered from 
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this iron hand of oppression. \Yc 
will take you to a land of plenty, to a 
land of freedom, where you can enjoy 
your rights and be blessed, and have 
the privilege of obtaining, with com- 
parative ease like other men, all the 
comforts of this life." What is their 
reply? 41 0, we will embrace your 
religion, if you will only take us away 
from these toils and this starvation/' 
Many embrace the Gospel, actuated 
bv no other motive than to have the 
privilege of being removed from their 
oppressed condition to where they will 
not suffer. They will embrace any 
doctrine under the heavens, if you 
mil only take them from their pre- 
sent condition. 

Are there any with us who act upon 
the s:ime principle ? yes, you may, 
once in a while, see one who is acting 
upon that principle. Let persecution 
be heaped upon this people as it has 
been heretofore, even let the persecu- 
tors threaten, at the great distance 
from us that they are now, and those 
who have embraced the Gospel with 
motives that are not in every sense 
pure, will bay, " 1 am for embracing 
something else to get rid of persecu- 
tion ; 1 am for leaving these Latter-day 
Saints, lest affliction, trouble, and 
persecution come upon me and 1 be 
killed, or be made to sutler in the 
flesh. I arn going to leave for Cali- 
fornia, or for the United States, or I 
am going to do something ; I want to 
do that which will free me from all 
earthly suffering and trouble." Do 
these considerations touch one who 
lias embraced the Gospel because of 
its principles ? Xo. Those who feel 
like forsaking the religion of Jesus 
Christ for such considerations, em- 
braced it at first to better their tem- 
poral position in life, and for nothing 
else. This has always been the case 
with many, and when persecution has 
come, men and women have said, " I 
cannot bear it, I thought I was going 
to have happiness, and to enjoy life ; 


I really supposed that my sorrows 

were all ended." 

A great many have embraced the 
Gospel, believing that their sorrows 
would come to an end, at a certain 
period in this Church and kingdom, 
on the earth, and that too, speedily. 
I am a witness to this in my own ex* 
perience and feelings. When I yield- 
ed obedience to the commandments 
of the Lord, the brethren were pre- 
paring to gather to a place that was 
called Zion, in Jackson County, on 
the western borders of the State of 
Missouri, I then actually had faith 
and the spirit of Zion to such a de- 
gree, that I supposed that if we got to 
Zion our worldly sorrows and afflic- 
tions would cease, I had not how- 
ever a disposition to go there myself, 
for I wanted to go to the world and 
proclaim the word of the Lord that 
was revealed to me, and on that ac- 
count I never had the privilege of 
settling iu that county. The epjrit of 
Zion which I then possessed is th 
spirit that inhabits the heavens an 
fills them, it is in and round about 
heavenly beings. 

When that spirit is imparted to in 
dividual* thev realize it as it is in i 
purity, and are not mindful, at a 
times, that they are still embodied i 
a tabernacle of clay that is subject t 
the power of the devil, and that 
liable to be afflicted at any moment; 
and to have severe trials, and be op- 
posed and persecuted as long as they 
are in the flesh. But when the spirit 
that fills eternity is breathed into ft 
person everything else is dispersed in 
a moment, and he sees Zion as it is 
in its purity, he then enjoys the spirit 
of Zion. 

A great many people imbibed tk 
same idea which I did in the begin 
ning, and really believed that in Jack- 
son County all the earthly sorrows, 
afflictions, disappointments, and weak- 
nesses pertaining to the flesh would 
be at an end, and that every one would 


be sanctified before the Lord, and all 
would be peace and joy from morning 
until evening, and from year to year, 
until the Savior should come. 

The brethren who went then found 
themselves mistaken, in a very short 
time. Those who went there, and 
those who were acquainted with their 
going and coming, found the world, 
the ilesh, and the devil there, just 
as much as any where else, unless they 
had faith to turn every spirit of the 
world out of doors, that is, out of their 
hearts* They found the same tempter, 
the same covetous feelings, and the 
same allurements there, as in other 
places* 

When our Elders go out to preach 
the Gospel, they tell the people to 
gather to Zion. Where is it ? It is 
at the City of the Great Salt Lake, 
in the Valleys of the Mountains, in 
the settlements of Utah Territory- 
there is Zion now. But you perceive 
when you come here the same covet- 
ous feelings imbibed in the hearts of 
many, as in other places, the same 
tempter is here, and there are plenty 
of allurements ; and unless the people 
live before the Lord in the obedience 
< i f His commandments, they cannot 
have Zion within them. They must 
carry it with them, if they expect to 
live in it, to enjoy it, and increase 
in it. If they do not do this, they 
are as much destitute of Zion here as 
they are in other places. Some in- 
quire, 44 Why cannot we serve God in 
other countries as well as here ? " You 
can just as well in England, in France, 
in Germany, in Italy, on the Islands 
of the Sea, in the United States, in 
California, or anywhere else, as you 
can here, "Well, then, let us go," 
say they. But hold on, you can serve 
Him just as well anywhere else, when 
it is your duty to be there. If it is not 
your duty to be anywhere else, if you 
would serve him acceptably, it must 
be where He calls you* To what 
part of the earth is the Lord now call- 


ing His Saints ? He has opened up 
their way far into the interior of 
North America, they are widely remo- 
ved from all surrounding civilization. 

If you will examine the map you 
will find that we are located in an 
isolated portion of what ? Of Zion. 
And what is Zion ? In one sens* 
Zion is the pure in heart. But i* 
there a land that ever will be called 
Zion ? Yes, brethren. What land 
is it ? It is the land that the Lord 
gave to Jacob, who bequeathed it to 
his son Joseph, and his posterity, and 
they inhabit it, and that land is North 
and South America, That is Zion 
as to land, as to Territory, and loca- 
tion. The children of Zion have not 
yet much in their possession, but their 
territory is North and South Amerim 
to begin with. As to the spirit of 
Zion, it is in the hearts of the Saints, 
of those who love and serve tbe Lord 
with all their might, mind, and 
strength. We have opened up the 
way, and come here, and what will 
you see? Just as much weakness 
and trouble as in any other place, if 
if you have a mind to make it — which 
you will if you do wickedly, and per- 
form that which is derogatory to the 
principles of righteousness. We am 
make the Territory of Utah one of 
greatest sinks of iniquity upon the 
face of the whole earth, and exceed 
the abominations of the ancient So- 
domites, if we are so disposed. 

The first founders of this Territory* 
those who dug their way through the 
mountains, cut the sage brush, killed 
the snakes, made the roads, built 
bridges and houses, opened farms* 
laid out and built cities where no 
white man ever thought that civilized 
people could subsist, unless thej 
brought provisions from a distant 
country, can now assemble together 
surrounded with the comforts and 
many of the luxuries of this life. No 
white man who ever passed through 
this country believed that a settle- 
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ment could be made in these moun- 
tains, and prosper in cultivating the 
earth. The Lord has brought us 
here, and what have we brought? 
Most certainly ourselves, and after we 
get here some want to go away, and 
say that the place is not holy enough 
for them, that they will not endure it, 
hut will withdraw from this society, 
until wo me pure enough, and then 
they will come back again* Such per- 
sons are like those who staved in 

if 

Jackson County, they are too pure 
and holy for themselves. But if they 
stay, they stay with- themselves, and if 
they go, they take themselves with 
them, and that is their great ditficulty. 
If they could leave themselves behind, 
we might succeed in cleansing them 
from sin ; but no, they go and have to 
take themselves with them. 

The Saints who first came into 
these valleys necessarily brought their 
tabernacles with them, but we endea- 
vored not to bring any selfishness 
with us, any erroneous prepossessed 
notions, any feelings, laws, rules, or 
acts pe running to ourselves, except 
such as the Lord should dictate day by 
day. 

Suppose that every person who 
comes into those valleys should come 
with a detenu ination to be led by the 
Lord, from day to day ; suppose they 
should say* 11 I will serve my God and 
keep His commandments ; I will not 
bet a stake here, or there, or any- 
where else ; I will not say that I will 
rise up to-morrow, and go to this city, 
or to that town, to exchange and trade 
to get gain, only as the Lord will say, 
and this will 1 do from this time, 
henceforth and forever ; ,T and then 
let each one faithfully maintain such 
a determination, and we could truly 
pay that we have the Territory of Zion, 
and the spirit, light, glory, and power 
thereof, and that the God of Zion 
dwells with this people. 

But if we bring our old traditions 
with us, our prepossessed feelings and 


notions of this, that, and the other ; 
and set our stakes, build our habita- 
tions, and locate our position in ac- 
cordance therewith, and say, 14 I will 
do so and so, this ia the path I will 
pursue, and 1 am determined to walk 
in it, regardless of everything else," 
then we may expect to be overthrown, 
and the spirit of the holy Gospel will 
depart from us. Then you would 
soon learn that there was no temporal, 
no natural prospect for this people to 
escape from utter destruction ; and 
you would rise up and say, 41 1 am off 
to California to save mv life/' But 
those who try to save their lives by 
their skill and craftiness, will lose 
them, both temporally and spiritually. 

A great many say, 44 1 believe the 
Gospel, 1 " but continue to act wickedly, 
to do that which they know to be 
wrong. 1 wish you to fully under- 
stand that merely believing the Gos- 
pel, that Jesus is the Christ, in the 
Old and New Testaments, that Joseph 
Smith was a Prophet sent of God, 
and that the Book of Mormon is true, 
does not prepare you to become angels 
of light, sons and daughters of God, 
and joint heirs with Jesus Christ to a 
divine inheritance. Nor does mere 
belief entitle you to the possession of 
the crowns and thrones that you are 
anticipating, No, such preparation 
can be made, and such objects attain- 
ed only by doing the work required 
of us by our Father in heaven, by 
obeying Him in all things, letting our 
will, dispositions, and feelings fall to 
our feet, to rise no more, from this 
time henceforth, and actually opera- 
ting upon the principle that we will 
do the will of our Father in heaven, 
no matter what comes upon us. Then, 
if you are going to be killed by your 
enemies, or destroyed by the adver- 
sary, you can say, 44 Kill away, destroy 
away." 

True, the enemy of all righteous- 
ness, Lucifer, the son of the morning, 
the devil, is in possession of the world, 
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and of nearly all that is in it, and 
says, 41 1 am determined to destroy 
every niau, woman, and child that 
will not yield to my kingdom, obey 
my mandates, and renounce the Lord 
Jesus Christ" But my determination 
is, not to renounce the Lord Jesus 
Christ and his commandments, but to ! 
keep his commandments faithfully, 
and let this people pursue the same , 
cuurse, and wait until the final issue, 
and see who will come off victorious 
in the great contest. 

At present the enemies of all righ- 
teousness have the lead, and say, 
1 Now you poor Mormons, are you 
not afraid that we can muster our 
thousands, and destroy every one of 
you? " " Go to hell/ 1 say £ "and be 
damned ; for you will go there, and 
you are damned already." I can 
prove from the Scriptures that they 
are in hell, though sanctimonious per* 
sons consider it wicked to make such 
remarks. I also say, 44 Stay in the j 
hvU you are in, if you choose, or go 
to another if you can/' 

Are the people going to fear ? If 
fear is in the hearts of any of you, it 
is because you do not pray often 
enough ; or when you do pray you 
arc not sufficiently humble before the 
Lord, You do not plead with Him 
until your will is swallowed up in His, 
If every one of the Latter day Saints 
lived up to their privileges, they would 
not fear the world, and all that they 
can no, any more than they fear that 
the cranes, that fly croaking three 
quarters of a mile above them, will 
drop their eggs upon them to dash 
their brains out. You might as well 
fear that event, as to fear all the 
forces of hell, if the people were sanc- 
tified before the Lord, and would do 
His will every day. 

Are these ideas strange to you ? 
Head and learn how the Lord pro- 
tected the children of Israel in for- 
mer days, even during their wicked- 
ness, and rebellion against Him. 


Whenever a good man would say, 
"Cease your wickedness, turn from 
your idols, and seek to the Lord/' and 
they hearkened to his counsel, then 
the Lord would fight their battles, 
and kill their enemies by scores and 
hundreds of thousands. And on one 
occasion the angel of the Lord slew 
one hundred and eighty-five thousand 
of those who came against His people 
to destroy them, 4 4 and when they 
arose early in the morning, behold, 
they were all dead corpses/ 1 So reads 
the Bible. The Lord fought their 
their battles. 

| Again, Elisha's servant saw that 
there was more for them than all who 
were against them ; he saw that the 
sides of the mountains were covered 
with " chariots of fire/ 1 

When the Lord commands those 
invisible beings, shall I say, those 
who have had their resurrection? 
yes, millions and millions more than 
the inhabitants of this earth, they can 
light your battles. 

Now, since one angel could fight 
their battles in former times, and 
overcome the enemies of the people 
of Hod, whom shall we fear? Shall 
ve fear those who can kill the body, 
aud then have no more that they can 
do? No, but we will fear Him who 
is able not only to destroy the body, 
but has power to cast both soul aud 
body into hell fire* 

There is an item of doctrine that I 
i will now present just as it occurs to 
me. You are aware that many think 
that the devil has rule and power over 
both body and spirit. Now, 1 want 
to tell yon that he does not hold any 
power over man, only so far as the 
body overcomes the spirit that is in a 
man, through yielding to the spirit of 
evil. The spirit that the Lord puts 
i, into a tabernacle of llesh, is under the 
i dictation of the Lord Almighty ; but 
the spirit and body are united in or- 
der that the spirit may have a taber- 
' nacle, and be exalted ; and the spirit 
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is influenced by the body, and the 
body by the spirit, ! 

In the first place the spirit is pure, 
and under the special control and in- ; 
iluence of the Lord, but the body is of 
the earth, and is subject to the power j 
of the devil, and is under the mmbtv 
influence of that fallen nature that is 
of the earth* If the spirit yields to 
the body, the devil then has power to 
overcome both the body and spirit of 
that man, and he loses both. 

Recollect, brethren and sisters, 
every on© of you, that when evil is 
suggested to you, when it arises in 
your hearts, it is through the tern pond 
organization. When you are tempted, 
buffet ted, and step out of the way in- 
advertently : when you are overtaken 
in a fault, or commit an overt act un- j 
thinking!)* ; when you are full of evil 
passion, and wish to yield to it, then 
stop and let the spirit, which God has 
put into your tabernacles, take the 
lead. If you do that, I will promise 
that you will overcome all evil, and 
obtain eternal lives. Hut many, very 
many, let the spirit yield to the body, 
and are overcome and destroved. 

The influence of the enemy has 
power over all such. Those who over- 
come every passion, and every evil, 
will be sanctified, and be prepared to 
enjoy eternity with the blessed. If 
you have never thought of this before, 
try to realize it now. Let it rest 
upon your minds, and see if you can 
discover in yourselves the operations 
of the spirit and the body, which con* 
stitute the man. Continually and 
righteously watch the spirit that the 
Lord has put in you, and I will pro- 
raise you to be led into righteousness, 
holiness, peace, and good order* I 

But let the body rise up with its 
passions, with the fallen nature per- 
taining to it, and let the spirit ybld 
to it. your destruction is sure. On 
the other hand, let the spirit take the 
lead, and bring the body and its pas* 
szons into subjection, and you are safe, 


It is instructive to reflect upon the 
acts of men, to observe what prompts 
them to action, and to see how liable 
they are to get out of the way, how 
weak they are, how hhort coming, how 
failing in their spirits to do the will 
of the Lord, and how fearful they are. 
Afraid of what ? Do you reflect, and 
realize that your fear is all pertaining 
to vour bodies, that it not Twtaining 
to your spirits? Let me tell you, 
when the spirit is once separated from 
the body, it is one of the most beau- 
tiful and delightful objects that you 
could contemplate, and there is no* 
thing that can give a pure spirit so 
much joy as to have the privilege of 
being separated from the body, and 
of going hack to its Father in heaven, 
to awuit the morning of the resurrec- 
tion. «: 

Remember this when vou are af- 
flic ted with fear and trembling, and 
i are exclaiming, ** Oh what shall we do? " 
Do you recollect what has beeu said 
, here ? I recollect that when I chasti- 
sed certain individuals who were really 
not worth any body's notice, the cry 
of sot fie was, ** 0, dear ! we are all 
going to be destroyed, where shall I 
go to save my life, to the north, south, 
east or west ? " That fear arose from 
the organization of the tabernacle, 
and not from the spirit within it* 

The fear and trembling, the mis- 
gtvinga aud wavering arise from the 
anxiet? we have to know how to save 
| ourselves pertaining to the flesh. That 
.weakness is not exhibited in the spirit 
I am afflicted with it just as you 
are, but what do my judgment* the 
revelations of Jesus Christ, the Scrip* 
tures, and the spirit of the Gospel 
teach me ? That mv tabernacle is of 
comparatively small value, although im 
is a pretty fair one, and one that I aiaf 
willing to take in the morning of the 
resurrection. The Lord gave it to 
me, and I am thankful for it. When 
| it is the will of my Father that mj 
' spirit should return to Him, what do 
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I care about the mouldering taberna- 
cle, so that the spirit is unlocked, and 
set free from its prison-house of clay ? 
It can go to the Father who gave it, 
until the body is resurrected, when 
the spirit will again be reunited with 
tin* tabernacle, to be exalted to thrones, 
kingdoms, principalities, and powers, 
and spread abroad, and to the increase 1 
there shall be no end. 

1 ears arise from the weaknesses of 
the ilesh, over which the devil has 
power. We should care, compara- 
tively, but little about it ; let it crum- 
bly let it fall, and go back to its \ 
mother earth, and be reserved to the 
morning of the resurrection. I shall 
have this body again, then what need 
we care how quickly our bodies dis- 
solve ? All I care for it, in my spi- 
rit, in my judgment, and in my mo- 
ments of reflection and revelation, is 
merely that I wish it to endure here 
to fight the tabernacles which devils 
dwell in, until the last one is driven 
from the earth. Then let my taber- 
nacle stay here and contend with the 
fallen nature that it is heir to, and let ; 
rnv spirit rise triumphant over it, until 
every passion, feeling, and appetite is 
brought in subjection to the will of 
God. Let me stav here until I have 

w 

accomplished this, and have done the 
work 1 was designed for in this my 
probation, then my spirit will be ' 
free from mobs and strife, and I can ' 
soar far above those who have power 
over them, even death, hell, and the 
grave, I 

I say to the Latter-day Saints, who 
are coming here by thousands and 
thousands, and who are coming into 
the Church by tens of thousands, be- 
gin to think, especially some of you 
iirst Elders, and ask yourselves how 
many you can bring to mind of those 
who are now in good faith in the ; 
Church, in proportion to the number 
that you have known to have come 
into it, and you will find that there 
are only a very few. I 
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t If you should hunt up many of 
those who have been baptized for 
some time, but have not yet gathered* 
and ask them if they believe that Jo- 
seph Smith was a true Prophet of 
God, and that the Book of Mormon 
is true, several of them will reply t 
" O yes." * 4 Then why don't you 
gather with the Saints?" "O, I 
don't know ; I am poor now ; but I 
would very much like to gather with 
them." At the same time, I know 
that their feelings are, " If I go there 
I shall be persecuted, but if I live 
here I shall have peace with my neigh- 
bors, so long as I let religious matters 
alone, and here I can live without 
persecution, until my tabernacle is 
readv to return to the earth." What 
makes them have that fear of trials 
and persecutions ? It is on account 
of their tabernacles* The spirit is not 
afraid. If it was free of the encum- 
! brances of the tabernacle, no such fear 
would be manifested ; and while we 
are in the flesh the Gospel is calcu- 
lated to deliver those who live by its 
principles from all those fears. 

I recollect many times when bro- 
ther Joseph, reflecting upon how many 
would come into the Kingdom of God 
and go out again, would say, " Breth- 
ren, I have not apostatized yet, and 
don't feel like doing so*" Many of 
you, no doubt, can call to mind his 
words, Joseph had to pray all the 
time, exercise faith, live his religion, 
and magnify his calling, to obtain the 
manifestations of the Lord, and to 
keep him steadfast in the faith. 
I Do you not know others who had 
manifestations almost equal to those 
Joseph had, but who have gone by the 
board ? Martin Harris declared, be- 
fore God and angels, that he had seen 
angels. Did he apostatize ? Yes, 
though he says that the Book of Mor- 
mon is true. Oliver Cowdery also 
left the Church, though he never de- 
nied the Book of Mormon, not even 
in the wickedest days he ever saw, and 
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came back into the Church before he 
died. A gentleman in Michigan said 
to him, when he was pleading law, 
u Mr. Cowdery, I see your name at- 
tached to this book ; if you believe it 
to be true, why are you in Michigan ? Tt 
The gentleman read over the names 
of the witnesses, and said, Mr. Cow- 
dery, do you believe this book ? " 
4 * No, sir," replied Oliver Cowdery. 
* £ That is very well, but your name is 
attached to it, and you say here that 
you saw an angel, and the plates from 
which this book is said to be trans* 
lated, and now you say that you do 
not believe it. Which time was you 
right ?" Mr, Cowdery replied, 'There 
is my name attached to that book, 
and what I have there said that I 
saw, I know that I saw, and belief has 
nothing to do with it, for knowledge 
has swallowed up the belief that I had 
in the work, since I know it is true." 
He gave this testimony when he was 
pleading law in Michigan. After he 
had left the Church he still believed 
"Mormonisni ;"and so it is with hun- 
dreds and thousands of others, and 
yet they do not live it. 

If the Saints in the midst of these 
mountains would live their religion 
according to the best of their know- 
ledge, according to what they see, feel, 
and hear, there is no power that could 
move them out of their place. 

A great many of the new comers 
have been in the Church but a short 
time, but you may take the Saints as 


a bodv, from those who have been ia 
the Kingdom twenty, and twenty two 
years, to those who have embraced it 
but a few years past, and, according 
to my feelings and faith, and I will 
call upon every man and woman, who 
has got the Holy Ghost, to say 
whether I am right, faith and good 
works are rapidly increasing among 
this people. You know whether I tell 
the truth, or not. If they have not 
increased, fur heaven s sake, for God's 
sake, for your own souls sake, for 
Ziou s sake, for Jerusalem's sake, and 
for the sake of scattered Israel, let 
them increase from this time hence- 
forth. Let i4 Moroionism," the faith 
of the Gospel, which is ^ Mormouism," 
continue to increase, and ceaso all 
your evil deeds, and return to the 
Lord, and be honest and true. I tell 
you that a man cannot believe " Mor- 
monism " as I do, and be a bad man, 
You will find in the "Scriptures ol 
the Old and New Testaments, and in 
the other revelations of God, that there 
is a clear distinction made between 
the sinner and the ungodly. A per- 
son to be ungodly must have known 
godliness, ami must have a knowledge 
of what the Lord requires concerning 
him. There are many in the midst 
of this people who believe the Gospd 
with all their hearts, but yet do wick- 
edly ; this makes them ungodly. Do 
wickedly no more, but follow god 
works, and cherish faith and benew 
lence one to another. 
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With great pleasure I arise before 
this larj;e congregation assembled here 
in the capacity of a General Confer- 
ence. I :V 1 great joy in having the 
privilege which is now granted to me 
to staid before you. What I may say, 
I do not know, but I trust in that 
God whom we all serve, that He will 
pour out upon us the Spirit of truth — 
the Comforter — that shall enable us 
to say those things which shall do you 
the most good* 

I do not know that I shall be ena- 
bled to make the outskirts of this 
large assembly hear rae, but I will 
speak as loud as I conveniently can. 

1 truly feel to rejoice, when reflect- 
ing upon the greatness of the work in 
which wo are engaged : I rejoice with 
that joy which I am incapable of find- 
ing language to express. Tfce Lord 
has truly accomplished- great things 
daring the twenty-five years that this 
Church has had an existence upon the 
earth — things that no man, unless he 
were tilled with a very great measure 
of the Spirit of God, could have anti- 
cipated in the early rise of this Church, 
Nothing but the hand of an Almighty 
Being could have brought about a 
work of the magnitude which we be- 
huld before our eyes. I t is the hand 
of the Almighty ; it is the power 
which He has ordained, and the agen- 
cies that He has employed, which 
have performed that which we behold 
before us, 

I have not only read the history of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, but I have grown up, as 


it were, in their midst. It will be 
twenty-five years next September since 
1 was baptized into this Church. At 
that time I am not aware that there 
were fifty persons who had been bap- 
tized into the Church. How many 
of those persons still live, and are in 
the faith, I know not; but I believe, 
from die testimony of our President, 
which was given before us in the 
tabernacle yesterday, that if we were 
to search through the lengths and 
breadths of our Territory, and among 
all the various Branches scattered 
abroad, there are but a very few indi- 
viduals indeed, of those who embra- 
ced the work in the early rise of this 
Church, that are still living and strong 
in the faith. Many of them are gone 
to the tomb ; their bodies slumber 
while their spirits are mingling with 
the just, waiting the sound of the 
trump to call them forth to glory, 
immortality, and eternal lives. How 
soon we shall follow and lay down 
these mortal tabernacles, we know not ; 
neither do I , as an individual, care, if 
I can be prepared in all things, if I 
can be reaJy for that day, to stand in 
my lot and station, and receive the re- 
ward that is promised to those who 
endure in faith to the end ; it matters 
not to me whether the time shall be 
longer or shorter; and I presume 
there arc thousands now before me 
who feel on this subject in the same 
manner that I do; they care but a 
very little about this mortal taber- 
nacle ; they are looking for a building 
not made with hands, eternal in the 
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heavens ; they are looking for man- 
sions that are prepared in the pres- 
ence of God their Father ; they are 
looking for immortality and eternal 
lives* 

But we have no promise, unless we 
endure in faith unto the end ; whether 
we live few or many years upon the 
earth, we must endure through all the 
trials, tribulations, difficulties, and 
persecutions which the Lord sees fit 
in His infinite wisdom to cause us, as 
individuals, or 21s a people, to wade 
through ; we must endure them, and 
hold steadfast to the faith, if we would 
inherit the crowns of eternal lives that 
are promised to the faithful. 

In speaking of this, I will qualify 
my language by saying, that the Saint 
who has been sealed unto eternal life 
and falls into transgression and does 
not repent, but dies in his sin, will be 
afflicted and tormented after he leaves 
this vale of tears until the day of re- 
demption ; but having been sealed 
with the spirit of promise through the 
ordinances of the house of God, those 
things which have been sealed upon 
his head will be realized by him in 
the morning of the resurrection. But 
it is my desire and my constant 
prayer that I may so live, that 
when I depart from this life — when 
I lay down this mortal body, (if I am 
called upon to lay it down before the 
coming of our Lord,) I may enter into 
the paradise of rest, and not only con- 
quer Satan, and have power over him 
here, but have power over him and 
all his hosts hereafter. These are my 
feelings, these are my desires, and 
this is my prayer. 

What am I willing to do to accom- 
plish this? I will tell you what I 
feel willing to do. I am willing to do 
everything the Lord requires at my 
bands, so far as I understand His will 
concerning me, What is property ? 
what is gold? what is silver? what 
are houses and inheritances, or any of 
the riches of this world, compared 
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with the riches of etermal life ? Have 
I anything that I have obtained by 
my own wisdom, or by my own exer- 
tions, independent of the hand and 
providences of the Almighty? No, I 
have not. The earth is the Lord's, 
and the fulness thereof is His, I am 
in His hands, and all that I have is 
in His hands ; and if the servants of 
God require it, if God desires all that 
I have, it is on hand, at any moment. 
These are my feelings ; and should 
not these be the feelings of all the 
Latter-day Saints ? (Voice, " Yes,") 

We heard the testimony of our 
President from this stand this fore- 
noon, concerning himself, and that 
which God has been pleased to put 
within his possession, God has been 
with him, and His hand has been over 
him for good, and He has blessed him 
in all things that he lias set his hand 
to do, even as He blessed Joseph w hen 
he was sent down into Egypt. He 
has accumulated by the providence of 
the Almighty much of this worlds 
goods ; God has given it to him. You 
heard him express himself before you, 
that he had made arrangements to 
consecrate all that he has unto the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, If, then, our President — a 
man of great possessions, with houses 
and lands, inheritances, cat lie, and 
with an abundance, is willing to con* 
secrate the whole of it for the building 
up of the cause of God, should not we 
be willing to follow in his footsteps ? 
Yes, verily. 

As I have said in days that are 
past, the time will come, (and how 
soon we know not,) but it will come, 
when this people will become of one 
heart and of one mind in temporal 
things, as well as in spiritual : they 
will as individuals be identified with 
the Church, and all they possess, 
whether it be gold, or silver, or jewel- 
ery, or cattle, or flocks, or herds, or 
lands, or houses, or wires, or children, 
it matters not what they possess, B 
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will all go as it shall please the Lord, 
according to His counsel, and His 
direction for the building up of this 
kingdom. 

But you know that property is the 
G entiles* god ; it is sought after more 
eagerly than any other thing by the 
Gentile nations ; it is worshipped by 
them, and their hearts are set on their 
treasures ; and their treasures are of 
the earth and of an earthy nature ; 
and it will take a long time for the 
Saints tu get rid of their old idols— 
their idolatrous notions and traditions. 
The Gentile god has great iniluence 
even over the Saints ; consequently it 
will take years to eradicate covetous- 
11 ess from our hearts ; as our Presi- 
dent has told us that the law relating 
to a full consecration of our property 
would perhaps be one of the last laws 
that would be fulfilled before the 
coming of Christ Much patience 
and forbearance will need to be exer- 
cised before the Saints will get com- 
pletely rid of their old traditions, Gen- 
tile notions, and whims about proper- 
ty, so as to come to that perfect law 
required of them in the revelations of 
Jesus Christ* But the day will come 
when there will bo no poor in Xion, 
but the Lord will make them equal in 
earthly things, that they maybe equal 
in heavenly things ; that is, according 
to His notions of equality, and not ac- 
cording to our narrow, contracted 
views of the same. 

Having said this much with regard 
to property ? I wish now to say a few- 
words in regard to one of the most 
glorious events which has taken place 
for a long time. It is in regard to 
sending the Gospel to the house of 
Israel how this ought to rejoice 
the hearts of the Saints ! The Lord 
told us, in the early rise of this 
Church, something about the day that 
is now upon us, and we understood it 
in a measure ; but now the period — 
the glorious period, has arrived, when 
we can see the thing fulfilling before 


our eyes. If you will read the reve- 
lations given in 1833, you will find 
in them a promise made, when the 
time should arrive for this Gospel to 
be sent to the house of Israel. If 
you will read another revelation given 
on the 7 th day of March, 1831, you 
will there learn also concerning the 
ful til men t of the times of the Gentiles. 

1 wish to say a few words upon two 
subjects; first, the times of the Gen- 
tiles being come in ; and second, their 
times beiug fulfilled, and the sending 
of the Gospel to the house of Israel* 

In a revelation, given in March, 
1831, (twenty*four years ago,) to the 
Prophet Joseph, concerning what 
Jesus said to the Apostles at Jerusa- 
lem, in regard to the last days, and 
the day of their redemption, etc., 
Jesns said to his Apostles, when that 
day hall come, and the light shall 
begin to break forth among them that 
sit in darkness, when the fulness of 
my Gospel shall begin to break forth, 
that is the period when " the time of 
the Gentiles shall come in." Mark 
the expression ; when the light shall 
begin to break forth, then at that 
period the time of the Gentiles shall 
have come in, and in that generation 
44 the times of the Gentiles shall be 
fulfilled," 

Here then, we perceive the two 
distinctions, when the light begins to 
break forth ; that is, when the Book 
of Mormon is translated, when the 
Church is organized, these events 
bring in the time of the Gentiles, and 
in the generation that the light breaks 
forth the times of the Gentiles shall 
be fulfilled. We are also told in the 
same revelation that the Jews who 
were to be scattered from old Jerusa- 
lem, should remain scattered, until 
the times of the Gentiles should be 
fulfilled; consequently, this is the 
reason why the Jews have not gathered 
since the rise of this Church. If they 
were gathered together — if they had 
assembled at old Jerusalem, it would 
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have contradicted the prophecies and 
revelations God has given on this sub- 
ject They are to remain scattered, 
said the Lord, until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled, and their times 
are to be fulfilled in the generation 
that their time comes in, or when the 
light of the fulness of the Gospel 
begins to break forth. 

Another revelation upon this sub- 
ject says, that after the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled, the servants of 
God should be sent forth to Israel 
What shall then take place ? Behold, 
fl then cometh the day of my power." 
"Then," when the servants of God 
turn from the Gentile nations, and 
shall go forth by commandment of 
the Almighty, being sent by His 
Church, the voice of His people, and 
the Holy Spirit, unto the nations of 
Israel, 41 then cometh the day of my 
power," saith the Lord, What kind 
of power ? He goes on to tell us, that 
it should come to pass, that the tribes 
and nations of Joseph should hear the 
Gospel in their own tongue, and in 
their own language, through those 
who are sent forth and ordained unto 
this power through the gift of the 
Holy Ghost shed forth upon them, 
for the revelations of Jesus Christ. 

Now the Lord does not accomplish 
all things in twenty-four years, but He 
takes His own time to bring to pass 
the great work He is performing on 
the earth. Twenty- five years have 
passed away, and the voice of the 
Spirit in the servants of God now is, 
"Go forth to the house of Israel; forlo, 
the Gentiles count themselves unwor- 
thy of eternal life, go to the house of 
Israel, to the seed of Jacob, call upon 
them, hunt them out from the holes, 
the rocks, and from the dens of the 
earth ; gather them together, that 
the covenants and promises made to 
their fathers my be realized and ful- 
filled." Israel are upon all the face of 
the earth. Some think that these 
American Indians are Israel, and we 
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think that they are too ; but they are 
only one part or portion of the twelve 
tribes ; indeed, they are only a very 
small portion of the tribes of Joseph, 
the most of them being the descend- 
ants of Mauasseh, But Israel dwell 
upon the islands of the sea, and in the 
countries and nations of Europe, in 
the various kingdoms and empires of 
Asia ; some are scattered through 
Africa, and wherever you go you find 
the promised seed — the descendants of 
Jacob, And if we had the voice of a 
trumpet and could make our speech 
heard unto the ends of the earth, we 
would say to all the nations of our 
globe — to all peoples, kindreds, and 
tongues, "Hear ye, when the Lord 
sends forth a proclamation to Israel 
that are in vour midst : for then shall 
be fulfilled that which is written, that 
all nations shall see the salvation of 
God, for His arm shall be made bare in 
the eyes of all people ; it shall be made 
bare in power, in signs, in wonders, and 
in mighty miracles, to bring about His 
purposes unto the house of Israel." 

Who, then, does not feel honored 
that has been appointed to such a mis- 
sion by the servants of God during 
this Conference. Do the missionaries, 
do the Elders count this a light thing? 
They should have no such feelings as 
these ; great things result from small 
beginnings, and the Lord delights to 
work among the children of men in 
this way, bringing about great results 
from small things, that is, from things 
that are apparently small. This was 
the case in regard to the organization 
of this Church with six members only. 

Twenty-five years ago yesterday, we 
were organized into a Church capaci- 
ty, to whom the Lord gave revelations 
through the Prophet, Seer, and lievela- 
tor who was in our midst, concerning 
the things that are now about to take 
place. From six members it has mul- 
tiplied, and multiplied, until at the 
present time, there is scarcely a nation 
under the whole heavens, but what 
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has heard the yoices of the servants of 
the living God. This is something 
glorious ; it is something that is cal- 
culated to give joy to the hearts of the 
Saints of the Most High, What can 
he more pleasing than to see the pro- 
phecies both of ancient and modern 
times fulfilling constantly before our 
eyes. 

*' But/* inquire the people. " do 
you believe that the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled yet ?" No; they 
are not fulfilled yet. Hundreds and 
thousands, and tens of thousands of 
the Gentiles among the various na- 
tions of 4hc earth will yet bow to the 
fulness of the Gospel ; and they will 
come, and the gates of Zion will not 
be shut day nor night, that the forces 
of the Gentiles may flow unto her. 
The Lord will continue to work among 
both Israel and Gentiles, and His 
power will increase, the more we send 
the Gospel among Israel : the more 
the servants of God seek for the seed 
of Jacob, the more will the powers of 
heaven be displayed for the redemp- 
tion of that people. They are the pro- 
mised seed ; God has not forgotten the 
prayers of their fathers; Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob prayed for their pos- 
terity, and they had faith for them, 
and in them all the nations of the 
earth are to be blessed. And those 
that bow down and worship the works 
of their own hands will forsake their 
idols when the day of the Lord s power 
shall be made manifest in and through 
the chosen seed. Then will be fulfil- 
led that which was written by the 
Prophet Ezekiel, that the Lord will 
gather them with a mighty hand, and 
with an outstretched arm, and with 
fury poured out : and He will assem- 
ble them in the wilderness, and there 
will He plead with them face to face, 
like as He plead with their fathers in 
the wilderness of the land of Egypt ; 
thus saith the Lord, by the mouth of 
Ezekiel. He will plead with them by 
His power ; He will plead with them 


by His angels ; and He will plead with 
them by the revelation of His own 

face. 

And this makes me think of the pro* 
phecy delivered by the Prophet Jo- 
seph, concerning the Elders in this 
Church. They were very anxious, in 
the early rise of the Church, to have 
the an gels of God come from heaven 
to administer to them, and to have the 
face of the Lord uuvailed in their 
midst, when they were unprepared for 
it. By sectarianism and the traditions 
handed down to us by our fathers, we 
were not prepared to abide the pre- 
sence of those holy beings who dwell 
in the celestial worlds. Joseph, know- 
ing this by the Spirit of truth, arose 
and said to the Elders, that when the 
time came that they should go forth 
unto the house of Israel, when that 
day should arrive, ami their hearts 
were sufficiently purified before the 
Lord, then the Lord should appear 
unto them, that is, in His own time* 
in His own way, and after His own 
order, and in His own place. Now 
this will shortly be fulfilled. Let 
these missionaries go forth and endure 
troubles like good and faithful Elders ; 
let them bear all afflictions and trials 
patiently ; let them not be faintheart- 
ed when they go hungry and thirsty ;. 
and when they suffer cold, and when 
they are in deep distress and sore dif- 
ficulties ; for be assured that the time 
is not far distant when God will fulfil 
these promises that He made by the 
mouth of His servant Joseph the Pro- 
phet ; and the face of the Lord will 
be unvailed. 

How pleasant — how glorious it 
would be, if we had proved ourselves 
in all tilings; if we had become pure 
in heart, with no unbelief, no evil, no 
abominations, but our hearts perfectly 
pure before God ; if we could behold 
His smiling face, and look upon Him* 
aud hear the words of His mouth, pro- 
nouncing blessings upon our heads. 
Would not this be worth sacrificing all 
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things for? Yes ; how pleasing — how 1 
glorious it would be, could we see those 
three old Nephites whose prayers have 
ascended up, for something like 1800 
years, in behalf of the children of men 
in the last days, and have them return 
to their old native land, and find the 
kingdom of God prepared and pure to 
receive them, and could we hear their 
teachings, and their voices lifted up in 
our midst 

Should not this be cheering to our 
hearts. Yes. Is there anything too 
great for us to suffer or endure, or any 
sacrifice too great for us to make to he 
prepared to receive blessings of this 
description ? No. Then let us wake 
up, and be assured that just as soon as 
we prepare ourselves for these bless- 
ings, so soon they will be upon our 
heads. Do you suppose that these 
three Nephites have any knowledge of 
what is going on in this land ? They 
know all about it ; they are filled with 
the spirit of prophecy. Why do they 
not come into our midst? Because 
the lime has not come. Why do they 
not life up their voices in the midst of 
our congregations ? Because there is 
a work for us to do preparatory to their 
reception, and when that is accomplish- 
ed, they will accomplish their work, 
unto whomsoever they desire to minis- 
ter. If they shall pray to the Father, 
snys the Book of Mormon, in the name 
of Jesus, they can show themselves 
unto whatsoever person or people they 
choose. The very reason they do not 
come amongst us is, because we have 
a work to do preparatory to their com- 
ing ; and just as soon as that is accom- 
plished they are on hand, and also 
many other good old worthy ancients 
that would rejoice our hearts could we 
behold their countenances, and hear 
them recite over the scenes they have 
passed through, and the history of 
past events, as well as prophecy of the 
events to come. How great and how 
precious are the promises of the Lord, 
contained in ancient revelation ! how 


great and precious are the promises 
He is still making almost every week 
from the stand, by the mouth of the 
President whom He has appointed over 
all this Church ! How earnestly has 
He plead with us as a people ! Can 
we not bear witness? Would not the 
walls of this Tabernacle, if they could 
speak, bear witness how faithfully we 
have been warned, week after week, 
month after month, and year after year, 
to cease from all evil, to purify our 
hearts, to do the things that aro re- 
quired at our hands, and not merely 
say, "Yes, we will go and do it,*' but 
go and do it? It is the studf of the 
servants of God, by day and by night, 
how to sanctity this people before God 
— how to lead them according to the 
law of righteousness, until they hate 
wickedness and abomination ; and when 
the servants of God see evil rising in 
our midst they are filled with the spirit 
of justice, the Spirit of the Almighty 
fills their souls with indignation against 
all wicked works, and abominations, 
and dishonesty, and corruption that 
may enter these peaceful Valleys. 
Let us then give heed to the warning 
voice ; let us not count these things as 
a merg song—as a trilling anecdote to 
amuse our ears, but let us endeavor to 
do the things that are required at our 
hands. 

If we have property, let us tithe that 
property ; if we have the privilege of 
consecrating all we have, and it is re- 
quired, let us do it freely, and volunta- 
rily, and that will be pleasing in the 
sight of God, trusting in Him who 
holds the heavens and the earth in 
His own hands, who holds the crea- 
tions of eternity in His own hands, 
and sways His sceptre over kingdoms 
and worlds without number, and con- 
trols them according to His own will 
and pleasure, itas He not told us, in 
the early rise of this Church, if we 
would do His will, and seek the riches 
that is the will of the Father to bestow 
upon us, we should be the richest of 
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all people; for the riches of eternity 
should be given to us t and it must 
needs be, saith the Lord, that the 
riches of the earth are mine to give. 
They are all His ; how easily He could 
turn all the riches of the earth into 
our hands, if we were only prepared 
to receive them and use them accord- 
ing to His will But He knows the 
time to hasten them, and He knows 
the secret intents of our hearts as a 
people; He knows whether we are 
prepared to use the riches of the earth 
to buiM up His kingdom or not, and 
He will withhold them, until the time j 
shall fully come for Him to bless us 
according to the promise He has mad* , 
— until we shall be prepared to re- 
ceive them : we shall have riches then 1 
in great plenty. Gold will be so plen- , 
tiful that we may find no use for it 1 
only to make culinary and other uten- ' 
sSft; we may me some of it for paving 
our street?, and for whatsoever is ne- 
cessary ; we can u*o the gold and silver 
which we have not toiled for in the 
gold mines of California and Austra- 
lia, to collect for ourselves ; we shall 
have that which others have labored 
for, hut were unworthy because of 
wickedness to enjoy. 

We have heard the Elders of the 
Church give us some idea how this 
may le brought about. How easy it 
is for the Lord to stay the rains of 
heaven, as He did last season in the 
United States, and shut up the win- 
dows on high, that they should not 
pour out their refreshing showers on 
the earth, and cause the grain to 
wither away, and the earth to become 
barren and desolate, and to reduce the 
people to starvation ; how easy it is 
for Him to cause these Valleys to be 
far more abundantly fruitful than here- 
tofore, and to yield their strength in 
great profusion to the inhabitants of 
this Territory, and to make their 
granaries flow with plenty, so that 
they should hardly have room to con- 
tain it. Do you not think this would 


be tempting to the starving nations, 
and would they not give gold and sil- 
ver, and riches, and all things that are 
now considered choice and valuable 
by them for that which would appease 
| their appetites ? Yes ; the Lord can 
accomplish all this ; the rains are in 
His hands ; all tilings are in His 
hands to control just as we can con- 
trol our bodily members : consequent- 
ly the Lord is a verv handy workman, 
and can bring about His purposes 
with scarcely any efforts on His part ; 
all He has to do is to speak the word, 
and it is done* 

Let us then, prepare ourselves for 
whatever shall take place — to be very 
rich or very poor; it matters not, if we 
are doing the will of God, whether wo 
have an abundance, or are like the 
Indians of our Valleys, with scarcely 
anything to subsist upon from day to 
day* But if we do the will of God in 
all things we shall not be left in pover- 
ty and distress. "Why ? Because the 
Lord has made a decree upon this sub- 
ject, you can read it in the Book of 
Covenants* He says, M Inasmuch as 
my people will hearken unto me, from 
this very hour, and do the things I 
command them, the kingdoms of this 
world shall not prevail against them, 1 ' 
And again, " Zion shall flourish upon 
the mountains and upon the hills.'* 
, That was said before we came to these 
Valleys, to inhabit this mountainous 
j district ; we were living on those low, 
broad, flat prairies of the west when 
He gave us this promise, that Zion 
should flourish upon the mountains 
and hills, and that His people should 
blossom as the rose. This promise 
1 was made upwards of twenty years 
ago, and you can bear me witness 
whether it is fufilled or not. 
' Has not Zion prospered on the 
mountains, and flourished on the 
hills ? Y*s, verily. Never were this 
people in as healthy a condition, or in 
as good circumstances as you see them 
at this day ; and we shall flourish more 
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abundantly; and as brother Kimball 
said to us this forenoon, our riches 
will be multiplied over five hundred 
fold if we do the will of God, and not 
labor for that which perish eth, to heap 
up riches, but try to keep the com- 
mand meuts of God, and labor for the 
truth's sake, because we love the 
truth, because we love honesty, and 
righteousness, and goodness ; this 
should be the motive power that 
should prompt our actions — that 
should inspire us to do the will of 
God, because we love that which is 
good. Then we will be happy; we 
will be happy whether we are poor, 
and passing through tribulation per- 
taining to the body or not, we will be 
cheerful and happy. 

I do greatly rejoice ; and when I 
reflect upon the scenes before me, 
and upon what He will do, so far as 
He has revealed it in the revelations, 
and so far as the Spirit of truth opens 
the visions of our minds to contemplate 
these things ; I say, when I relic ct 


upon these things, I do not know 
where to find language to express my 
feelings — to express the joy and gra- 
titude of my heart for these glorious 
benefits and gifts bestowed upon the 
people of God in these last days ! 

how happy I feel that I have the 
privilege of being among this people. 
Nearly twenty-five years, as J have 
stated, have rolled over my head since 

1 had the privilege of going into the 
waters of baptism, and being im- 
mersed for the remission of my sins ; 
I am still one with this people, and in 
your midst; and I rejoice — my soul 
is glad, and I feel to cry, Hosannah to 
God and the Lamb, who has teen so 
kind and so merciful to me. 

May the God of heaven bless you 
all, and His spirit be poured out upon 
you, that your hearts may be enlight- 
ened ; and may He continually multi- 
ply the blessings of heaven and earth 
upon you, is the prayer of your hum- 
ble seVvant in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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It is nearly time to draw our meet- 
ing to a close, and I think we had 
better adjourn our Conference to the 
sixth of next October, as the business 
now necessary to be done is accom- 
plished j and I find that we are very 
much crowded in this Tabernacle, j 
and on this account the congregation 
is rather uncomfortable. 

There has been much said, though . 
for one I can say that we have not | 


preached to the assembled thousands 
one fourth part as much as we couP 
have wished. But we have been pri- 
vileged to meet from distant points, 
and see each other, and hear, learn, 
and receive spiritual strength, 

A few of the brethren have spoken, 
but there has not been a lengthy dis- 
course delivered since we have been 
together ; and if we were to continue 
| in Conference a whole week, we could 
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give opportunity to but comparatively 
few of the Elders who would like to 
speak, even though we allotted only 
fifteen, twenty, thirty, forty, or forty- 
five minutes to each speaker, 

I realize th$t the hearts of many 
are full, and they would like to rise up 
and testify, and say that they believe 
the Book of Mormon, and that Joseph 
Smith was a Prophet, just as well as 
the few who have spoken. You are 
aware that you have this privilege in 
your several Wards, and any of the 
Elders of Israel who wish to bear their 
testimony to the truth of the Gospel, 
and have not had the privilege in this 
Conference, can go to the Ward meet- 
ings and rise up and bear testimony 
of the truth, and exhort the brethren. 
And if you have a word of counsel, or 
a word of doctrine, give it to the peo~ 
pie, and do not be backward, but im- 
prove every opportunity that is pre- 
sented for you to expand your minds. 

A man who wishes to receive light 
and knowledge, to increase in the 
faith of the Holy Gospel and to grow 
in the knowledge of the truth as it is 
in Jesus Christ, will find that when he 
imparts knowledge to others he will 
also grow and increase. Be not 
miserly in your feeling?, but get 
knowledge and understanding by free- 
ly imparting it to others, and be not 
like a man who selfishly hoards his 
gold ; for that man will not thus in- 
crease upon the amount, but will 
become contracted in his views and 
feelings. So the man who will not 
impart freely of the knowledge he has 
i vedved, will become so contracted in 
his mind that he cannot receive truth 
when it is presented to him. Wher- 
ever you see an opportunity to do 
good, do it, for that is the way to in- 
crease and grow in the knowledge of 
the truth. 

I expect the brethren who have 
been selected to go and preach the 
Gospel will meet this evening in the 
Seven ties' Hall, and the Twelve will 
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meet with them, and the missionaries 
will there receive some instructions, 
I will give them one item of instruc- 
tion now. I wish each man, who 
does not feel willing to seek unto the 
Lord his God, with all his heart, for 
preparation to magnify his mission 
and calling, but declines in his feel- 
ings to walk up to his duty in spirit, 
and is not anxious to cleave to righte- 
ousness and forsake iniquity, to keep 
away from the Hall this evening ; or, 
if such a one comes there, let him ask 
us at once to be excused, and we will 
excuse him. We do not wish a man 
to enter on a mission, unless his soul 
is in it. Some of the brethren will 
say — " I do not know whether my 

j feelings are upon my mission, or not, 
but I will do the best I can." That 
is all we ask of you. I have known 
some of the Elders, when they thought 
they would be called out to preach, 
keep away from meeting lest they 
should be called upon, for they feel 
their littleness, their nothingness, 

; their inability to rise up and preach 
to the people. They do not feel that 
they are anybody, and why should 

I they expose their weaknesses ? I 
have noticed one thing in regard to 
this — quite as many of these men be- 
come giants in the cause of truth, as 
there is of any other class ; for when 
they get away they begin to lean on 
the Lord> and to seek unto Him, and 
feeling their weaknesses, they ask 
Him to give them wisdom to speak to 
the people as occasion may require. 
Others can rise up here and preach a 
flaming discourse, insomuch that you 
would think they were going to tear 

i down the nations : but when they go 

! out into the world they often accom- 
plish but little. 

You used to hear brother Joseph 
tell about this people being crowded 
into the little end of the horn, and if 
they kept straight ahead they wero 
sure to come out at the big end. It 
is so with some Elders who so on 
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missions ; while many who go into 
the big end of the horn, and are so 
full of fancied intelligence, preaching, 
counsel, knowledge, and power, when 
they go out into the world, either 
Lave to turn around and come back, 
cr be crowded out at the little end 
of the horn. 

On the other hand I do not wish 
any of the brethren to be discouraged, 
for if you feci that you cannot say a 
single word, no matter, if you will 
only be faithful to your God and to 
your religion, and be humble, and 
cleave unto righteousness, and forsake 
iniquity and bin, the Lord will guide 
you and give you words in duo sea- 
son- . . ' 

Eecollect that we are now calling 
upon the Elders to go and gather up 
Israel : this is the mission that is 
given to us. It was the first mission 
given to the Elders in the days of 
Joseph. Tho set time is come for 
God to gather Israel, and for I J is work 
to commence upon the fare of the 
whole earth, and the Elders who have 
arisen in this Church and Kingdom 
are actually of Israel, Take the El- 
ders who are now in this house, and 
you can scarcely find one out of a 
hundred hut what is of the house of 
Israel. It has been remarked that 
the Gentiles have been cut off, and 1 
doubt whether another Gentile ever 
comes into this Church, 

Will we go to the Gc utile nations 
to preach the Gospel? Yes, and 
gather out the Israelites, wherever 
they are mixed among the nations of 
the earth. What part or portion of 
them ? The same part or portion 
that redeemed the house of Jacob, 
and saved them from perishing with 
famine in Egypt. When Jacob bles- 
sed the two sons of Joseph, " guiding 
his hands wittingly," he placed his 
right hand upon Ephraim, *' and he 
blessed Joseph, and said, God, before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac 
did walk, the God which fed me all 
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my life long unto this day, the Angel 
which redeemed me from all evil, 
bless the lads, 1 ' etc. Joseph was 
about to remove the old man's hands, 
and bringing his right hand upon the 
head of the oldest boy, trying — " Not 
so, my father; for this is the first 
born ; put thy right hand upon his 
head. And his father refused, and 
said, I know it, my son, I know it : 
he also shall become a people, and he 
also shall be great ; but truly his 

; younger brother shall be greater than 
he, and ins seed shall become a mul- 
titude of nations." Ephraim has 
become mixed with all the nations of 
the earth, and it is Ephraim that is 
gathering together. 

It is Ephraim that I have been 
searching for all the days of my 
preaching, and that is the blood which 
ran in rav veins when 1 embraced tho 
Gospel. If there are any of the other 
tribes of Israel mixed with the Geir i- 
Ics we are also searching for the: \ 

jfxhough the Gentiles are cut off, do 
not suppose that we are not going to 
preach the Gospel among the Gentile 
nations, for they are mingled with the 
house of Israel, and when we send to 
the nations we do not seek for the 
Gentiles, because they are disobedient 
and rebellious. We want the blood 
of Jacob, :uid that of his father Isaac 
and Abraham, which runs in the 
veins of the people. There is a 
particle of it here, and another 
there, blessing the nations as pre- 
dicted. 

Take a family of ten children, for 
instance, and you may find nine of 
them purely of the Gentile stock, and 
one son or one daughter in that 
family who is purely of the blood of 
Ephraim. It was in the veins of the 
father or mother, and was reproduced 
in the son or daughter, while all the 
rest of the family are Gentiles, You 
| may think that is singular, but it is 
true. It is the house of Israel we are 
after, and we care not whether they 
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come from the east* the west, the 
north, or the south ; from China, 
Russia, England, California, North 
or South America, or some other lo- 
cality ; and it is the very lad on whom 
father Jacob laid his hands, that will 
save the house of Israel. The Book 
of ilornion came to Ephraim, for Jo- 
seph Smith was a pure Ephrairnite, 
and the Book of Mormon was reveal- 
ed to him, and while he lived he made 
it his business to search for those who 
believed the Gospel. 

Again, if a pure Gentile firmly be- 
lieves the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
yields obedience to it in such a case 
J will give you the words of the Pro- 
phet Joseph — 41 ^Vhen the Lord pours 
out the Holy Ghost upon that indi- 
vidual he will have spasms, and you 
would think that he was going into 
fits." 

Joseph said that the Gentile blood 
was actually cleansed out of their 
veins, and the blood of Jacob made to 
circulate in them ; and the revolution 
and change in the system were so 
great that it caused the beholder to 
think they were going into fits. 

If any of the Gentiles will believe, 
we will lay our bauds upon them that 
tliev may receive the Holy Ghost, 

* * If * 

and the Lord will make them of the 
house of Israel. They will be broken 
off from the wild olive tree, and be 
grafted into the good and tame olive 
tree, and will partake of its sap ami 
fatness. If you take a bud and in- 
oculate it into another tree it ceases 
to receive nourishment from its origi- 
nal stock ; it must, however, receive 
nourishment, or it will die. Where 
must it receive its nourishment from? 
From the tree into which it has been 
introduced ; it is supported by it, and 
becomes incorporated with it. 

It is so with the House of Israel 
and the Gentile nations ; if the Gen- 
tiles are grafted into the good olive 
tree they will partake of its root and 
fatness. 


You understand who we are : we 
are of the House of Israel, of the royal 
seed, of the royal blood. 

There are many subjects upon which 
I wish to speak, but there is not time 
now, though in regard to teachings per- 
taining to our temporal organization, 
I will take the liberty of saying a few- 
words. Do not some of you have to 
send for doctors to draw vour teeth, 
and lie night after night with a bag of 
hot ashes, or hot salt, on jour faces, 
and say, 44 O dear, what a tooth ache 
I have got ? " When your children 
wake up in the night, crying on ac- 
count of a pain in their heads, do not 
some of you go to the doctors, to see 
what they can do for the little suffer- 
ers ? Some of your children are af- 
flicted with humors in the head, and 
blotches tipon the body, and other 
ailments ; and some of you have pains 
ia various parts of your bodies. 

The fathers and mothers have laid 
the foundation for many of these dis- 
eases, from generation to generation, 
until the people are reduced to their 
present condition. True, some live 
to from fifty to ninety years of age, 
but it is an unusual circumstance to 
see a man an hundred years old, or a 
woman ninety. The people have laid 
the foundation of short life through 
their diet, their rest, their labur, and 
their doing this, that, and the other in 
a wrong manner, with improper mo- 
tives, and at improper times. I would 
be glad to instruct the people on iLese 
points, if they would hearken to me. 
I would be glad to tell mothers how 
to lay the foundation of health in 
their children, that they may be de- 
livered from the diseases with which 
I am afflicted, and have been from 
my youth up. 

Suppose I happen to say u Come, 
wife, let us have a good dinner to- 
day ; " what does she get? Pork and 
beef boiled, stewed, roasted, and fried, 
potatoes, onions, cabbage, and turnips, 
custard, eggs, pies of all kinds, cheese, 


270 JOURNAL OF 

and sweet-meats* Now grant that I 
and my wife sit down and overload 
our stomachs* until we feel the dele- 
terious effects of it from the crowns 
of our heads to the soles of our feet, 
the whole system is disturbed in its 
operations, and is ready to receive and 
impart disease, A child begotten un- 
der such a condition of the systems of 
its parents, is liable to be born with a 
tabernacle subject to a life of pain and 
distress. 

Will all the women hearken to this 
plain statement ? No, you might as 
well talk to the wild geese that fly 
over us* 

Again, n little hot tea, coffee, or 
sling, is generally given to a babe as 
soon as it comes into the world, to 
ip-.iet the nerves, and make it sleep 
better; and I have seen my own 
wives almost whip their little ones to 
make them drink liquor. When I 
happen to see them, I say, " Stop 
thai:, that is something you may very 
well dispense with ; do not put a drop 
of liquor into that child's mouth," 

Some mothers, when bearing chil- 
dren, long for tea and coffee, or for 
brandy and other strong drinks, and 
if they give way to that influence the 
next time they will want more, and 
the next still more, and thus lay the 
foundation for drunkenness in their 
offspring. An appetite is engendered, 
hied, and born in the child, and it is 
a miracle if it does not grow up a con- 
firmed drunkard. 

Now will you, my sisters who are 
before me, hearken to good, sound 
common sense and reason ? Will you 
commence now, and lay the founda- 
tion for a healthy posterity ? Will 
you say, " I ain determined not to 
desire this thing, or that, which will 
be injurious, but I will pray, and ask 
my Father in heaven for grace accord- 
ing to my day, that I may not desire 
that which will lay the foundation of 
ruin to my offspring, and to my pos- 
terity for generations ? Or will you 
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sav, " Cannot I have a little tea, or a 
little whisky ? * 

The satisfying of these desires lays 
the foundation of sickness, disease, 
and short life. But if any one really 
desires a particular kind of food, or 
drink, aud feels as though she could 
not do without it, let it be obtained, 
if possible ; though it is far better to 
have faith to overcome such desires* 

It is for us to stop the tide of phy- 
sical degeneracy — to lay the foundation 
for a return to the position from which 
the human family has fallen. We 
have that privilege, by keeping our- 
selves pure. If wo take the right 
course, our children will live longer 
thau we shall, and their children will 
1 surpass thdr fathers, and have longer 
life, and so on, till they obtain to the 
age of those who lived in the early 
period of the world. The Prophet, 
speaking of the Saints in the last days, 
! said, " For as the days of a treo are 
: the days of my people, and mine elect 
shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands," Still, in the present short 
period of life some say that " this is a 
miserable world, I do not care how 
soon I get through." Well go an 
destroy yourselves, if you choose, yo 
have all the opportunity that you can 
' desire, there is plenty of arsenic, calo- 
mel, and other means, within your 
reach. But I would not give a cent for 
such persons ; I do not delight in such 
characters, and I do not believe that 
the Lord delights in people who wish 
to die before they have accomplished 
the work that He designed for them 
to do. For a person to be willing to 
die is but a small part of the duties 
pertaining to the Gospel of salvation 
and the Gift of eternal life. We ought 
to prepare ourselves to live in the 
flesh, and overcome every sin, to live 
to the glory of God, to build up His 
kingdom, and to bring forth righte- 
ousness, salvation, and deliverance to 
the house of Israel, until the devil 
and his associates are driven from the 
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earth, and he and his clau are bound 
and thrust down to hell, and a seal 
put upon thein. Latter-day Saints 
who live merely to get ready to die 
are not worth much ; rather get ready 
to live, aud be prepared to live to the 
glory of your Father in heaven, and 
to do the work lie has given you to 
do, That is our duty, and then we 
shall be ready to receive our blessings, j 
I do not wish to occupy any more j 
time now, but if we had the time, as ; 
we shall have, and a house to hold all 
who wish to assemble, I am ready to 
come here every day, for I have no- 
thing to do but to do good. At this 
time some may say, " My wheat is not 
all sown/' That does not alloc t my 
feelings. I will tell you an item of my 
experience with regard to raising grain, 
The last year we staid iu Nauvoo, I 
planted from ten to twelve acres of 
corn, and I never saw* one day, from 
the time it was planted until it was 
harvested, in which to spend an hour 
amongst it. My teams were wanted 
at the Temple, and, said I, " Let the 
corn go." If they had the teams 
ready to attend to the corn, the word 
was, " Go to the Temple/ 1 aud X do 
not suppose there was a greater crop 
of corn raised in all Hancock County. 
I said to the brethren who plowed 
and planted the laud, " Paul plants 


and Apollos waters, and if God does 
not give the increase I can do without 
it. 

I have given the sisters a few words 
of advice, and wish the brethren to 
pay particular attention to what bro- 
ther George A. Smith said this fore- 
noon. If the 4t old fogies " take a 
little tobacco, a little whisky, or a 
little tea and coffee, we wish you boys 
to let it alone, and let those have it 
who have long been accustomed to it* 
use. It is far better for these my breth- 
ren, who are young and healthy, to 
avoid eveiy injurious habit. There are 
a great many boys here who are in the 
habit of chewing tobacco, they should 
stop it, and take no more, they are 
better without it Some may turn 
round and say, "Father, do you think 
so ? " Yes, let the old folks have it, 
hut you young, smart gentlemen, let 
it alone. c " : - ; ; 

I bless you all, and feel to pray for 
you, and desire you to pray for me ; 
and I believe that you do, as fervently 
as I could ask. 

We have had a good Conference, 
though it has been a short one to me f 
and perhaps we may have along meet- 
ing some of these days, and enjoy our- 
selves to the full extent of our under- 
standings and patience. 
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I am thankful for the blessings that 
the Lord has vouchsafed to bestow 
upon His people* If I do not at all 
times in public express my gratitude 
to our heavenly Father, yet I feel 
grateful and thankful for all His fa- 
vors, whether I utter it or not. I 
have reason to believe that all the 
people feel the same, that is, all who 
feel right, all the Saints, all who live 
up to the religion they profess. 

We have received many testimonies 
of the goodness of God, our heavenly 
Father, in sickness and in health ; 
He has heard our prayers, and sup- 
plied our wants; in distress He has 
administered unto us consolation ; and 
when the light of His Spirit is upon 
us we comprehend clearly the deal- 
ings of the Lord, but when that Spirit 
is absent from us we do not so clearly 
comprehend His mercies and blessings 
bestowed upon* us individually, and 
as a people. I presume that in the 
order of the providences of God He 
has considered it necessary, at times, 
to leave His children to themselves, 
without the aid of any special in flu- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, that they may 
learn to comprehend and appreciate 
it when bestowed upon them. 

For instance, the blessings you en- 
joy every day for a week, a month, or 
a year, you do not prize so highly as il 
you do the blessings you receive more 
seldom. Deprive a man of any com- 
mon article of food, even the bread 
you now enjoy, keep it from him for 
a week, for a month, or for a year, 
and when he again obtains it he will 
appreciate it very much. It is mea- 


surably so with the Spirit of the Lord; 
we do not enjoy it at all times, we do 
not receive it under all the circum- 
stances of life, the same as we do 
under some special condition that we 
may be placed in, where we particu- 
larly need the Spirit of the Lord to 
assist us. 

AVe pray for many things ; and I 
have heard some people pray in a 
manner that they would be very sony, 
in tlieir sober moments, if the Lord 
should actually answer their prayers. 
If tho prayers of the people were 
written down, so that they could read 
and reflect upon them, I have no 
doubt but what they would wish to 
have a new edition. I have heard 
people pray for the Lord to do this 
and that ; indeed, I have heard them 
pray for Him to do a thousand things 
that they themselves would not at- 
tempt to do ; they would consider it 
degrading to do them ; they would 
actually consider it sinful to endeavor 
to accomplish what they will petition 
the Almighty to perform for them. 

A man s works should agree with 
his faith ; if he has faith to sustain his 
words, if he has faith to sustain his 
deeds, his works should correspond 
with his faith, I must be right in 
my faith, to be right in my works. 
If the tree is bitter, the fruit will also 
be bitter ; or in other words, the tree 
is known by its fruits, and faith by 
its works, If a mans works are good, 
his faith is also good ; if his works are 
bad, we infer that his feith is bad 
also, and very just inferences too. All 
men should be judged by their works ; 


this is a correct criterion to judge 
every person by. Many of the Lat- i 
ter day Saints have correct faith and 
correct works, while some profess to 
have correct faith, but exhibit by their 
works that their faith is actually not 
good. How can I tell whether your 
faith is good or not? I can only ; 
judge of it by your works. 

1 f vour work a are good and in ac- 
cordance with the law of God, with 
the Book of llonnou, with the Book 
of Djctrine and Covenants, and with 
the rules of right, I hive a right to 
infer that your faith has produced the j 
works I behold ; that the tree, or 
stem, if you will allow me the expres* 
sion, frooi which they grew, is a good 
one. But when we see a man's works 
Tary with sometimes a little good to- 
day and to-morrow, and perhaps the 
third day he performs evil, to believe 
that man is correct in his faith, in 
every sense of the word, I cunt jot. 

We speak of faith as the first prin- 
ciple of our religion. If it is the fn>t 
principle, other principles grow out of 
it. We ran not create principle, we 
can only discover it. If you were to 
discover a new principle, you would 
err in saying that you had created a 
principle, that you had brought one 
into existence. Principle eternally , 
exists, and man cannot create it. If 
you discover any law in mathematics, 
in astronomy, or any principle or lav* 
connected with the sciences, this is 
no proof that you have brought into 
existence a new law, or process of Ituv, 
for the principle existed before you 
made the discovery. 

We have the faculty to make (lis 
coveiies, we have the faculty to dis- 
cover, we have the faculty to learn and 
understand the fir^t ttrincip'cs of the 
doctrines of Christ. Faith, being the 
first principle of our religion, is estab- 
lished in the mind by hearing, it is 
established in the mind by evidence ! 
and by testimony. 

I cannot believe everything that 
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my neighbor may wish me to believe, 
1 cannot always believe to please my 
neighbor, while I have no evidence 
perhaps to believe as he does. I have 
no testimony to receive what he has 
received, and I reject it. My neigh- 
bor is then offended, and calls upon me 
to have faith, to believe as he does. 
If he would only produce sufficient 
evidence and testimony for me to pre* 
dicate my faith upon, to produce in 
ma confidence, or establish in my 
mind faith, then I could believe as he 
does. Faith then comes by hearing 
testimony, or by testimony being pro- 
duce*), or brought before the mind. 

The testimony you have received of 
the religion you profess is just as diffe- 
rent as the religion you profess is dif- 
ferent from any other religion. The 
Methodist, for example, founds his re- 
gion upon the kind of testimony he 
receives ; he is taught by the presid- 
ing Kldtr. the circuit rider, the local 
pi en r her, the class leader, the exhort- 
**r, or some of the lay members, cer- 
tain principles, or in other words, tes- 
fii jMiyis produced to convince him 
that such and such principles are 
rigl :\ and his belief is based upon 
the testimony that he is capable of 
receiving and appreciating. Their 
faith corresponds more or less with 
their discipline, or articles of faith; 
they believe there is but one God, 
it 'finite, eternal, from everlusting to 
ever! 'Sting, without body, parts, or 
p issions. Their testimony for that 
belief is only to be found in their dis- 
iplnie and traditions, and has been 
handed down from father to son, 
from their grandmother the Church of 
Home to their mother the Church of 
England ; they actually believe it, 
write it, and publish it abroad. 

Their notions of sprinkling, pour- 
ing, and other works we might men- 
tion, correspond with their beliefs If 
thev believed it right for a man to be 
invariably immersed, they would teach 
him so ; if they believed it right for a 
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man to be baptized only by pouring, 
they would teach him so ; if they be- 
lieved it right for a man to be sprink- 
led to answer the requirements of 
heaven, they would teach him so. 
Hence you discover that their works 
would correspond with their faith ; 
if they lud no faith, they could not 
belie vu either in immersion, sprink- 
ling, or pouring. If a believer in 
immersion, he will practise it, his 
works will correspond with his faith, 
and he will go forth and be immersed. 
How do you know he believes in bap- 
tism by immersion? By his works. 
What evidence have you that that per- 
son believes in immersion.* "Why," 
says my brother, k I was present when 
he was immersed ; 1 heard him tell the 
Elder, or the Priest, that he required 
immersion at his hands, and he went 
forth and bucked up his faith in it by 
his works," This would be correct 
reasoning. " But," says one, "I be- 
lieve in having water poured upon my 
head/ " How do you know he be- 
lieves this ? M 44 1 was present, and 
heard him require the Priest, or Elder, 
to pour water upon him, and the Priest 
complied with his wishes, and his 
works proved to me that he believed 
in pouring. 1 ' 

Another one says to the Priest, 4 * 1 
wish you to sprinkle me, I require 
this because 1 believe that sprinkling 
as the best mode," What evidence 
have you that this man believes in 
sprinkling? His works prove it. 
The simple fact that you were present 
and saw him sprinkled, or heard him 
request the administration of the rite, 
convinces you that he had a certain 
kind or species of faith. Do all peo- 
ple have one faith? Ko, and their 
works are as varied as their faith* If 
there are diverse kinds ef faith, there 
must be diverse kinds of works. 

If there is but one faith, there can 
he but one mode of baptism. Dr. 
Clark asserts positirely that the Co- 
lossians were buried with Christ in 
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baptism, that is, they were actually im- 
mersed. He says the Greek Testament 
reads that they were immersed, plung- 
ed, buried, thai they were covered up. 
How do you know anything about the 
Colossians ? What process of reason- 
ing would you pursue, to lead you to 
the conclusion that the Colossians be- 
lieved in immersion as the only mode ? 
that thev were actually buried in 
water 1 Again, if you inquire whether 
the Corinthians were sprinkled, how 
would you know then* faith ? Says 
one, 44 1 would know it by their works, 
lor I know that their works would 
correspond with their faith. And if 
the Ephesians had the ordinance ad- 
ministered by pouring, I should know 
it by their works/' What docs the 
Bible tell you ? That there is one 
faith, one Lord, and one baptism. 

If the Catholics had the same faith 
that the Colossians had, could they pour 
or sprinkle ? Certainly not. If you 
say that one portion of the people of 
(iod are poured, another portion 
sprinkled, and another immersed, you 
introduce schism and false doctrine, 
and then different works follow. As 
tpiick as you have the Colossians im- 
mersed, the Corinthians poured, and 
the Ephesians sprinkled, you intro- 
duce the doing of three kinds of labor. 
But if there is one faith, and ther all 
had the right kind of faith, if they had 
all attained to the like precious faith 
delivered to the Saints, and one por- 
tion was immersed, then the balance 
were immersed also. If the fact can 
be established that one portion of the 
Christian Church was immersed, it 
will establish the fact, bevond the sha- 
dow of a doubt, tliat all the rest were 
administered to in the same way. The 
people of God are under the necessity 
of having like precious faith, and their 
works therefore would also hare to 
agree. If Dr, Clark was correct, and 
1 have no reason to dispute the learn- 
ed doctor, that the Colossians were 
immersed, the balance of the people of 


God in all the ancient Church were 
also immersed. If they had but the 
one faith, it is impossible to introduce 
pouring and sprinkling. If you intro- 
duce pouring, then they had the pour- 
ing faith ; if sprinkling, the sprink- 
ling faith. But if you prove that one 
ortion was immersed, you prove that 
they had the like precious faith f and 
the rest must of necessity be immer- 
sed. This is the way I reason upon 
the subject. 

Again, if they were imraSrsed, they 
wore confirmed by the laying on of 
hands, as you learn by the same Scrip- 
ture. If the ancient Saints believed 
it necessary to lay on hands, and 
the Latter-day Saints should believe it 
to be unnecessary to lay on hands, 
how could you make your faith agree 
with theirs ? How could you intro- 
duce a new doctrine and argument, 
and reconcile your faith with theirs ? 
They actually believed in the laying 
on of hands in confirmation for the re- 
ception of the Holy Ghost. 

The Methodists, Baptists, Presby- 
terians, Church of England, all believe 
that was the practice of the ancient 
Saints. All who believe in the Bible 
will agree that that was the faith of 
the aucients as exhibited in their 
works ; therefore if any of the modern 
Christians reject it, we have a right to 
assert that their faith is known by their 
works. We have a right to say that 
their faith agrees not with that of the 
ancients. But my faith agrees with 
that of the ancients. I believe and 
practise the very works which they 
practised. I believe in baptism for 
the remission of sins, and the laying 
on of hands for the reception of the 
Holy Ghost, and, if any are sick among 
you, in sending for the Elders of the 
Church, in anointing the sick with oil, 
and in praying for them, that they 
may be healed* 

Now I want to dwell a little upon 
this point. I do not know but some 
use the ordinances of God too com- 


monly, and on too slight occasions. 
Some, if they get a sliver in their fin- 
ger, will call for the laying on of hands 
and for prayer to cure the wound ; or if 
they get a little gravel or dust in their 
eye, they will want you to lay hands 
on them to eradicate it ; and so of other 
little complaints for which we already 
have simple and known remedies. I 
do not wish to teach this, but I wish 
to teach you the doctrine of the Bible. 
"Is any sick among you ? let him call 
for the Elders of the Church ; and 
let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord : 
and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick t and the Lord shall raise him up; 
and if he have committed sins, they 
shall be forgiven him/* Tbis is the 
doctrine of the Bible, mark tha 
words. If any of the Apostles are 
sick, let them send for some of the 
rest of the Apostles, and let their 
brethren Apostles administer to them, 
and they shall be healed; the Bible 
does not read thus. It does not read 
that only the renowned in the Church 
shall reap the benefits of this institu- 
tion, but it says, " Is any sick among 
you? " &c. Suppose God has a true 
Church upon the earth in this age, 
what mode would that Church adopt 
in case any were sicli° Says one p 
** If they had the same faith as the 
ancients, they would perform tho 
same works." How shall we ascer- 
tain whether the Latter day Saints 
have the like precious faith with the 
Apostles ? You know that the Apos- 
tles said they had the like precious 
faith. How are we to ascertain that 
we have it? If any are sick among 
you, you will send for the Elders of 
the Church, and let them anoint you 
with oil in the name of the Lord, and 
the prayer of faith shall save the sick. 
! You see at once that it is necessary 
for your works to correspond, and 
for you to send for the Elders of the 
Church. Do you see this practised 
among the Latter-day Saints ? Some ' 
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of them must first try the physician, 
have the head shaved, take a dose of 
calomel and gamboge, have a blister 
plaster on the back of the neck, and 
another all over the bowels, besides 
©no on each hip — in short, they must 
have six or eight large blister plasters 
on them at once- After trying all 
this, and running up a bill with a 
physician of from six to sis hundred 
dollars, they then send for the Elders, 
When James is about dead, having 
had two quarts of blood taken from 
him on Saturday, and another on 
Monday, and when the life is nearly 
drawn out of the poor fellow by phy- 
b icing and bleeding, why then they 
send for the Elders, and ask them to 
pray for him. When a man or woman 
sends for me after taking such a course, 
1 feel insulted, if I do not act so* I go ! 
to the house perfectly good natured 
apparently, and administer, but there 
is a frown of indignation within me, 
I feel that they have insulted the 
Priesthood, trampled upon the order 
of the house of God, and treated 
lightly His holy ordinances. I am 
not auxims to exercise faith for such 
persons, for I think that they are 
fools, and let them die the fool's 
death, : 
If the Saints of God actually have 
the faith of the ancients, let them 
practise the doctrine in their works, 
A man will tell me that he is a "Mor- 
mon," that he believes in the faith of 
the ancients, when at the same time 
he practises everything else but their 
religion. My rule is to practise our 
religion. If I want a drink of catnip 
tea, or of composition, or of lobelia, it 
is all right, but I will first practise 
my religion. You know that it is 
hardly allowable in Utah to drink any 
more than five gallons of lobelia at 
once, for the Assembly of Deseret 
once had the matter under consi- 
deration. 

I wish to see the Saints practise j 
their religion, and carry it out, and if * 
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they cannot live by their religion, 
then die by it That is the doctrine, 
I want my religion if I am going to 
die. Most certainly that is the time 
I would not like to lay it by, for 
it would be unwise to do that, since 
that is the very time that one needs 
it the most, and is the time when he 
should be immersed in it, I want to 
see the Saints actually show by their 
works that they have the faith of the 
ancients. 

When the Elders go forth to 
preach, and people are healed by the 
laying on of hands, some have said, 
w We cannot expect the sick to be 
healed in Zion ; we cannot expect to 
see miracles when we are gathered to 
Zion," That is the very place for the 
sick to be healed, and the place where 
the people of God should exercise tbs 
most faith, and be the most diligent 
in keeping the ordinances of the 
Lords house perfectly. You have 
only heard the theory taught abroad, 
but you have now come home to prac- 
tise what you have been taught in 
other lands. 

If any are sick among you, let 
them send for the Elders of the 
Church to pray for them, and to lay 
their hands upon them, anointing 
them with oil in the name of the 
Lord, and the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, Peoplo neglect tv> 
anoint with oil when they should an t 
might use it I have seen the Elders 
try to cast out devils, and to accom- 
plish it they have fasted, and prayed, 
and laid on hands, and rebuked the 
devil, but lie would not go out. I 
have then seen them bring conso* 
crated oil, and anoint the person pos 
sessed of the devil, and the devil went 
out forthwith. That taught me a good 
lesson — that God Almighty, when 
lie speaks, means what He says ; and 
if a man s works are right, his faith 
will be right ; and if his faith is wrong, 
his works are wrong* When a man 
whoae faith is right goes forth to ad- 
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minister to tlie sick, he will anoint 
with oil, as welt as lay on his hands 
and pray. Unless you anoint with 
oil, your prayers will not rise higher 
than the fog, and you know that it 
seldom rises much higher than the 
tops of the mountains* 

If I am sick, and send for an ad- 
ministrator, 1 want him to fulfil every 
word of the Lord ; and if there is any 
body there you don't like when you 
come to me, invite them out of the 
door. When devils are in the house, 
and vou don't like them, cast them 
out, but be sure to administer the or- 
dinances right. When an Elder 
comes to administer to the sick, and 
is afraid of greasing his fingers, or of 
dropping a little oil on his vest or 
pants, and says, " never mind the 
oil, there is no virtue in the olive oil : 
you might as well drink it as anoint 
with it ; besides, I might grease my 
gloves ; I will dispense with it/ 1 I 
want such a man to walk off. If I 
was hick, and he came to me in that 
manner, I should say, " You are a 
poor, miserable hypocrite." That is 
the way I should feel and talk. Let 
a man, when he has the right kind of 
faith, practise the works thereof ; and 
when (led says, lf Anoint with oil/' 
anoint ; I don't care if it runs down your 
beard as it ran down Aaron's, it will not 
hurt you. When a man complies with 
every requisition of heaven, his works 
ami his faith are right. He offers up 
prayer far the sick, he anoints with 
oil t and lays on his hands. When his^ 
works are right they will correspond 
with his faith, and men and women 
will be healed. 

This is just as sure as the law of 
mathematics ; I never saw it fail, an 1 
It never will fail ; I tell you this ti- 
the name of the Lord God of Isra-l 
The grand difficulty is, as brother 
Kimball says, people play with these 
things as a cat does with a mouse 
until it is dead ; and so it will be with 
the ordinances of God when a part of 


them only are performed and a part 
omitted, for in this way the chan- 
nel of the Lord's blessings is stopped 
up. The Saints who are sick need 
not expect that they are going to 
be healthy when only half of the 
ordinance is administered to them. If 
a man wishes to be healed, he must 
be administered to lawfully in that way 
God has appointed, and live his re- 
ligion. 

A great many people partake of the 
Sacrament, and at the same time are* 
thinking, 4 4 How many teams can I get 
to-morrow to haul stone ? I wonder 
if that sister has a bonnet like mine, 
or if I can get one like hers? I wonder 
if it is going to he a good day to- 
morrow, or whether it will rain or 
snow?" Ac* You can sit in this stand 
and read such thoughts in their faces* 
When a sick person has sent in a re- 
quest for the prayers of this congrega- 
tion, many arc permitting their 
thoughts to wander all over creation. 
Do we not see this right here ? Yea, 
and a man of God feels indignant at 
it No matter who is called upon to 
pray, all the assembly should unite in 
one ; every person in the congregation 
who have an interest at the throne of 
grace should engage in prayer, and 
raise their hearts, as the heart of one 
man, to the Almighty, for the blessings 
desired, and in offering thanks for the 
blessings enjoyed. 

We talk about being one ; now if 
our faith is right, let our works cor- 
respond. If you have faith to pray, 
and prayer is offered up in the stand, 
pray too ; and if you cannot confine 
your thoughts in any other way, men* 
tally repeat the prayer of the one who 
is praying aloud, word for word, and 
let every Saint of God pray when the 
hour of prayer comes. When prayer 
is offered up in this manner to the 
God of high heaven for the sick and 
afflicted, you will find that the sick 
will be healed, for the prayers of the 
people of God ascend as incense before 
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Him, and He has decreed tbat lie 
trill answer their prayers because 
they are united. When a sick person 
sends a request here for the benefit of 
our prayers, it is not sent that one 
man alone may pray for that person, 
fcut that the prayers of the assembled ! 
Saints, individually and collectively, 
may be offered up for that person. 
Hence every one in the Tabernacle of 
the righteous should lift up his voice 
and pray for that sick person, it is 
your duty to do it. And when you 
partake of the Sacrament, you should 
discern the Lord s body, and believe 
that, by the virtue of bis sufferings, 
blood, and death, you are redeemed. 
You should realize that it is no little, 
trifling ordinance, but was instituted 
by the great God for the benefit of 
His people, and to commemorate and 
perpetuate the sufferings and death of 
His Son* I 
I wish to call upon you to be faith- 
ful, to have the right kind of faith, j 
and to exhibit it by your works. What 
is the testimony of the Latter-day 
Saints ? Our religion is as different 
from other peoples religion as our 
testimony is different from theirs. 
When Joseph Smith bore testimony, 
he told the people that an angel from 
high heaven had spoken to him, that 
he had been ordained by authority 
from Jesus Christ, and sent forth to 
preach the Gospel, Did you ever 
hear the Methodists bear such a testi- 
mony ? If not, how can you expect 
them to have such faith as the man | 
who believes the testimony of Joseph 
Smith? The Methodists have no 
such testimony, only as they have it 
from the Latter-day Saiuts. Joseph also 
said that he had seen the dark regions 
of Hades : did vou ever hear a Metho- 
dkt bear that testimony ? No. Here 
are Elders of Israel who have seen 
company after company of angels, j 
who have seen the sick healed, the 
ears of the deaf unstopped, the tongue 
of the dumb loosed, and the eyes of 


the blind opened. You will hear them 
testify that they have seen the glory 
of God ; and that by the spirit of 
prophecy, they have seen war, pesti- 
j lence, and famine coming upon the 
earth. The Methodists do not pre- 
tend to have such testimony, and of 
course have not such faith. You may 
go to any sect you please upon the 
earth, and their faith corresponds with 
their testimony, more or less. « 

The Latter-day Saints have testi- 
mony, and faith comes to them by 
hearing the word of God, but it comes 
to others by hearing the words of men, 
We have testimony that Christ lives, 
and sits on the right hand of God, 
that angels have administered to the 
children of men on earth, and that 
i our God hears and answers our prayers* 
Our faith is different and our testi- 
mony is different, from the rest of the 
professing world, and, in order to have 
them agree with us, they have to hear 
and receive the same testimony, the 
same doctrine, and the same weight of 
argument that we have, for faith 
comes by hearing the word of God. 
The people of God in these last days 
differ from other sects of religionists. 
How can it be otherwise, when our 
testimony is so different, when the 
. first proclamation we heard was so 
j different, when the restoration of the 
Book of Mormon, its translation by 
the use of the Urim and Thummim, the 
gifts and blessings of the Holy Ghost, 
the administration of angels, and every 
; thing connected with our religion, are 
so different from that to which the 
world have been accustomed ? They 
believe that calomel will heal the sick 
— we believe not, but that the anoint- 
ing with oil and laying on of hands 
will ; and we practise accordingly. 

It is no wonder tbat the Latter-day 
Saints believe differently from other 
folks, for their works are different, and 
their testimony is different. We be- 
i lieve in gathering together ; the Lord 
God has spoken to us from the heavens 
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and commanded us to gather. They 
do not believe in gathering to where 
the Almighty can talk to them ; they 
do not even pray for the Lord to send 
fin angel to speak to them. The Latter- 
day Saints try to live their religion, 
that thov mav converse with an < 'els. 
receive the administration of holv 

if 

messengers from the throne of God, 
be s:mctitied in their spirits, affections* 
an J all their desires, that the Hulv 
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Gho*t may rest upon them, and their 
hearth i>e filled therewith, and become 
competent to bear the presence of 

angels. ^ * J 

Mat the Lord bless you, and wake 
you up upon these points of doctrine, 
that your faith and works may ever 
correspond . find that your blessings 
be equal with those of the ancient 
people of God, in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


DEPENDENCE ON THE LORD-COAL AND IRON WORKS— FAMILY 

# , EXCURSIONS, ^ r 

An Address btj President Bright in Young, JDeltverrd hi the Tabernacle, Urea* S*/Jl Lake 

City, May 27, I8W. 


I am happy in the privilege of 
meeting with you this afternoon* Yon 1 
will recollect that I told you, before I 
left this place a few week's since, that 
I should go and come in safety. We 
have had a prosperous and pleasant ; 
journey, have met with the Saints, and 
their hearts were cheered, and their 
feelings made glad with comfort and 
consolation. Quite a number of the 1 
brethren proposed g'-iug with us, as 
W0 passed through the settlements, 
for the grasshoppers bad taken all 
their crops, and as they had no farm- 1 
ing to see to, they wished to go with 
us and take a ride. Those who went, | 
returned perfectly satisfied with their 
excursion, 

I believe all the settlements we 
have passed through are satisfied with 
regard to the Lord s dealing with this 
people ; and I wish to add, to what 
has already been said, that it becomes 
our duty to use all possible diligence ; 
and every proper means to sustain 


1 ourselves. AVe have yet ample time 
for planting and sowing; let us ho 
prove it, and use that ability which 
God has given us to provide suste- 
nance, and then let the result rest in 
His handy, and feel perfectly satisfied. 

This people have to leant that the 
Lord is GmJ, that He rules among the 
armies of heaven, and does His plea- 
sure among the inhabitants of the 
earth. They have to be brought to 
t lie test, as much so as were the chil- 
dren of Israel wheu the Egyptians 
were in their rear, when mountains 
were on cither side, and the Ltd Sea 
[ was before them, with no human pros- 
i pect for avoiding destruction, yet the 
Lord brought them salvation. This 
people have got to trust in Him, and 
learn that He will be with His people, 
and provide for His Saints, and defend 
them against their enemies, and witch 
over them as a mother watches ovet 
her tender infant. We have got to 
learn the ways of the Lord* If it is 
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necessary for the Lord to rain down 
manna from heaven, lie has the same 
power to do it, the same power to feed 
His people, in the latter days, that He 
liad in former days. It is far easier 
for Him to feed the Saints from hea- 
ven, tri m it is for them to raise grain 
in the common wav. Still it is our 
duty to he active and diligent in doing 
everything we can to sustain ourselves, 
to build up His kingdom, to defend 
ourselves against our enemies, to lay 
our plans wisely, and to prosecute 
every method that can bedevised to es- 
tablish the kingdom of God on the earth, 
and to sanctify and prepare ourselves 
to dwell in His presence. Yet, after all 
this, if the Lurd should not help — if 
He should not lend His aid to our 
endeavors, all our labors will prove in 
vain. This the great majority of man- 
kind do not understand. He has made 
it obligatory upon them to act, to do 
their part ; yet if He was to neglect 
His part, or withold His assistance, our 
labors would prove abortive. We must 
learn that it is God who gives the in- 
crease, or rather, it is His mercy over the 
people, whether Saints or sinners, that 
sustains them in life. All Latter dav 

m 

Saints have got to learn these facts, 
and it matters but little how we learn 
them. 

If the people are anxious to learn the 
Wiys of the Lord, if they wish to see 
the hand of God made manifest, if 
they wish to have the visions and reve- 
lations of Jesus Christ given in pro- 
fusion, perhaps the Lord is now using 
the very means to bring them to that 
point where they will be obliged to 
seek Him for themselves. They have 
been besought by day and by night, 
and from year to year, to humble 
themselves before the Lord, to live 
their religion, and to walk in the light 
of eternity. They have been plead 
with to live so that they can know the 
mind and will of the Lord for them- 
selves, and for that which they pre- 
side over ; at the same time, not to be 
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too anxious for the Lord to give ro- 
I v elation, and make Himself known, 
but rather to be very anxious and very 
tenacious to improve upon what He 
has already given — this i» our duly. 
' Now I may say to the Saints, you 
need not be discouraged, we have yet 
plenty of time to raise good crops. If 
it is the Lord s will that we raise crops 
to sustain ourselves, it will be all 
I right, and if it is His will that the 
devourer eat up the products of our 
labour, it is all right, and it will de- 
liver and preserve us from greater 
evil. For one, if weeping would have 
done any good, I have seen months 
and months, in this city, when I could 
have wept like a whipt child to see the 
awful stupidity of the people in not 
realizing the blessings bestowed upon 
them in grain ; I could have wept to see 
this people trample on the mercies of 
their benefactor in bestowing the fruits 
of the earth upon them in such plenty. 
If the Lord is now disposed to learn 
us a lesson, and make us thereby wise 
men and wise women, and prudent in 
all our ways, all I have to say is, amen, 
it is all right. When chastisements 
come, let them be what they may, let 
us always be willing and ready to kiss 
the rod, and reverence the hand that 
administers it, acknowledging the hand 
of God in all things. 

As I have already observed, it is 
our duty to do all we can to sustain 
ourselves, trusting in God to give the 
increase, and then be satisfied. So far 
as I am concerned, I intend to plant 
and sow, not only in the month of 
Hay, but in the mouth of June, and in 
the month of July, and I will continue 
my labors to raise what is necessary 
to sustain life, as long as the season 
lasts ; and if I raise nothing, I shall 
bejustaswell satisfied as though 1 
raised an abundance, at least I ought 
to be. If the people will take this 
course, it will reconcile them to the 
providences of the Almighty. 

I am happy and thankful to be able 
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to say, as far as I have received in- 
formation in the midst of this people 
called Latter-day Saints, that there is 
certainly an improvement in their 
maderstanding, and an advancement 
in their knowledge of the things of 
God. A good spirit prevails, and 
contentment, peace, and joy seem to 
pervade the bosoms of those who walk 
humbly before God. Yet, whenever 
we go to meet with the Saints, we can 
say, as it was said in olden times, 
Satan is there also. We find the 
works and power of the enemy, we 
lind that in the midst of the kingdom 
of God, or, in other words, in the net 
that was cast forth to gather the 
people, there are good and bad. So 
it will he, until the time comes to 
gather the good and throw away the 
bad, which is not now. But in regard 
to those who desire to be Saints, and 
who try to be Saints, I can say there 
is an increase in their knowledge, in 
their faith, and in their understanding, 
And now I wish more particularly to 
see an increase of resignation to the 
will of God, of doing every thing that 
is possible to build up this kingdom, 
and of submitting themselves and all 
their afTairs into His hand ; and 1 
Dnsh to see this done cheerfully, and 
a patient waiting for the result of II is 
providences. 

There are two subjects which I now 
wish to speak upon. The coal beds 
which we visited in San Pete, I think 
can be made available for fuel, even 
in this place, at perhaps half or two 
thirds of the expense of our present 
method of procuring fuel, for our 
home fires, for the public works, 
smith shops, &c. I will say to the 
brethren here, that I expect the 
brethren in San Pete will soon send 
the terms upon which they will de- 
liver coal in this city, and when they 
do so I shall wish to know whether 
any person in this city will encourage 
the business. If we turn our atten- 
ion to coal for fuel, we can easily store 


away a winter's stock in our cellars, 
and turn the key upon it, and this 
will actually make some men practi- 
cally honest, whereas, if your wood pile 
is out of doors, they may continue to 
be dishonest. 1 speak now of the 
practice of dishonest people, not of 
their intent. If we can get men to 
practise honesty, virtue* nd holiness, 
I am fully of the faith that they will 
become righteous in their intentions, 
— that the time will come when the 
Lord will bless them, and make them 
in reality righteous men and women. 

Shall we encourage the coal trade 
or not ? Shall we encourage the open- 
ing of a mine, and have coal brought 
to this market? It would no doubt be 
disagreeable at first to the Americans, 
or to the majority of them, but 
people who have lived from their youth 
by a coal fire admire it. Its use is ac- 
companied with some dust, but I will 
offsett that inconvenience with one to 
which we are subject when burning 
wood ; then our houses are often in- 
fested with spiders, bugs, ants, and 
other insects, which has always been a 
great annoyance to me. 1 have often 
almost dreaded to bring an armful of 
wood into the house, lest such insects 
should drop from it. True, these are 
small items, but I will tell you one 
thing with regard to life, it is the 
small inconveniences which are inter- 
woven with our existence that mar 
the peace of mankind, more than the 
greater afflictions, disappointments, 
and perplexities men meet with as 
they pass along in this probation. 
But enough on this topic for the pre- 
sent. 

We have visited the Iron works in 
Cedar city, Iron county, and as far as 
I am capable of judging, I will say* 
that the brethren have done as well as 
men could possibly do, considering 
their impoverished circumstances, and 
the inconveniences they have had to 
labor under- They have probably 
! progressed better than any other peo- 
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pie would upon the face of the earth. 
They are without sufficient capital to 
rapidly accomplish so great a work, 
and many are without suitable cloth 
ing, and til most destitute of Inkling, 
and other things necessary to supply 
the common comforts of life for them- 
selves and families. Although they 
have been tins destitute, vet in the 

w 

midst of all that, the y have progres- 
sed almost equal to men of capital in 
the older states. 

I am not familiarly arquain led with 
the fluxing or separating the me tal 
from the ore, but those who under- 
stand building furnaces and their ope- 
rations, are aware that it i» very inju- 
rious for a large and expensive fur- 
nace to blow out, as they call it, hence 
policy requires the blast to be continu- 
ed as long as possible* I have learn* 
ed, of late, from men of experience in 
these matters, why it is desirable to 
continue the heat — it is because no 
furnace can be heated up for two or 
three weeks, and then blow out, or 
atop, without risk of spoiling the fur- 
nace, or destroying its lining ; and it 
frequently so injures the funmcQ, that 
it has to be rebuilt, or at least a por* 
tion of it. Hence, when it costs from 
one to live thousand dollars to prepare 
a furnace to bear a long blast, it is a 
great loss to any company to have it 
blow out in a short time. 

Our brethren who have been ope- 
rating in Iron county, have a very 
fine furnace, but they are so weak 
handed as not to be able to continue 
the blast over fourteen days, and I 
have learned that they want help. 
This is the main object of my speak- 
ing upon this subject, and my mind 
inclines in favour of their having it, 
and I want to see whether the brethren 
will turn out with their teams and 
help them. The Church has done 
much for them, and we are still in- 
tending to aid. Our last winters 
operations have helped them ; the 
Territory took two shares, and the 
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now, in the fore part of the season. 
If ye will do this, and we can if we 
have a mind to f I suppose that in two 
or three weeks after they arrive there, 
the blast furnace can he kept running 
for several months, or until they are 
obliged to stop in consequence of the 
deficiency of water. There is a large 
stream of water there, but it is a sin- 
gular stream, sometimes it will sweep 
across the flat, carrying down rocks 
that would weigh perhaps twenty or 
thirty tons, and appear as though it 
would sweep everything before it ; and 
when the cold went her comes, and vou 
would naturally think that you were go- 
ing to have water to turn a mill wheel, 
or to create the blast for the furnace, 
and every use for which it might be 
needed, in one freezing night it will 
perfectly close up, insomuch that there 
Trill not be enough to water a horse. 

That is a singular feature, but it is 
the way it oj>erates. The brethren 
are now* making an engine, so that 
they can continue their blast through 
the winter. If any are disposed to 
forward this work, I call upon them 
to lend their aid, to send the men and 
teams, and we can have the iron. 

The distance from here to the iron 
works is abont £90 miles* This 
should not deter us from bringing 
iron from there, though it could be 
quicker come at if iron works were 
established at San Pete, which is not 
much over 100 miles from here. I 
have this to say, if any of the brethren 
feel disposed, (as the grasshoppers 
have taken their crops, and they have 
not much to do) to go there, I think 
it would be a good course to pursue, 
There is plenty of grain there; I 
eould have bought wheat, I do not 
know but thousands of bushels, at a 
dollar per bushel ; but as sure as you 
send men there, it will be raised to 
three dollars ; that is incorrect policy, 
ajad, as Jesus said, the children of ibis 
world are wiser than the children of 
light 


I have asked this people not to sell 
their grain, but to preserve it to a day 
of need, bnt sell it they would, X 
have then said, H Will you sell it for a 
, dollar and a quarter per bushel, and 
let that be the standing price ?" " No, 
we will have two dollars per bushel for 
it," I then said, 14 Well, brethren, will 
you keep it at two dollars, and not 
sell it to Gentiles cheaper than that?" 
u No, I will not, but I will have no 
more than a dollar and a quarter of a 
Gentile," This is a great mistake in 
the dealings of the people one with 
another, 

I will bring my remarks to a close 
on this subject* I have had a very 
pleasant ride through the southern 
settlements, and in a much shorter 
time than usual ; this was due to the 
good weather, and the improvements 
in the roads. We had very pleasant 
weather, and a very good time. We 
started from Parowan, which is two 
hundred and fifty one miles from here, 
on the morning of the 22nd, travelled 
thirty -seven miles and turned out our 
animals. They, however, would not 
graze, but went to playing, and the bre- 
thren said, " Let us drive further next 
day/* We drove fifty miles next day, 
and on the day following sixty ; yes- 
terday I took supper in Springville, 
and took breakfast to-day in Great 
Salt Lake City, distance sixty miles 
from Springville. We camped out 
m much as possible, which was good 
fur our health. 

If the people should conclude to 
take short excursions with their fami- 
lies, except the smallest children, it 
would be much to their comfort, and 
would cheer them up, and I really 
have some idea of adopting the plan. 
Though you know what they say about 
, me in the east; should I take my ninety 
, wivesand their children, with carriages 
and wagons enough tu convey them, it 
would uiake such a vacuum lie re, and 
so many others would wish to go, that 
there would be no Salt Lake City. I 
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think I will take a few of them, hut I 
dare not take the whole, for if I did 
they would then know how mativ 
wives I have got, and that would 
not do. I 

I have visited the different settle- 
ments raanv times, and have invited 
everybody to go. I now give a stand- 
ing invitation again ; I wish everybody 
to go that can go without interfering 
with their business at home. I invite 
everybody. I am soon going north to 
explore in the mountains, and I in- 
vite you to go. Take your wives, but 
not your babies, unless you take a 
cradle along to keep them quiet. 

The out- door air is what the people 
need for health, it is good for them to 
camp out. Close houses are injurious 
to the health ; if our houses were 
every one of them levelled to the 
ground, and we were obliged to live, 
in our wagons aud tents, the people 
would be healthier, from year to year, 
than they are now. Good houses are 
comfortable and very convenient, and 
please our feelings, and are tolerably 
healthful when properly ventilated. Let 
us do as Brother Kimball recommends. 


that is, if we cannot raise grain, raise 
houses, and build the best houses we 
can think of. If you are going to do 
a good deed, do as good a one as you 
can think of. If you wish to build a 
house, build as good a one as you can 
imagine. Some men have not faith 
to do this. As to means, they have 
it in their own arm, in their bones 
and sinews, A great many think and 
say thatthfy cannot do it : you know 
cannot never did accomplish much in 
this world. I never require five dol- 
lars to l>< n to build a house worth 
five thousand. I do not know that I 
ever had Cr.xt much to begin to build 
with, and I have built a great many 
houses, l^th for myself and for others. 
I have never built two houses alike, and 
I do not expect to in time or eternity, 
bat I mean to improve every time I 
begin* Build the best houses you 
can imngine; and above all things 
else let this people be faithful to their 
God and their religion, keep their 
vows and covenants, and walk humbly 
before Him, that we may receive the 
blessings wo anticipate, which may 
God grant, for Christ's sake. Amen. 


THE ANCIENT PROPHECIES. 

A Discourse hy Elder Orson Pratt, delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City* 

January 7, 1855. 


I have been requested by brother 
Kimball to speak a few words upon 
the subject of the Ancient Prophecies. 
I will commence without any prelimi- 
naries, for we have not time in one 
short discourse to take up the pro- 
phecies systematically, and trace them 
down iu their fulfilment to the pre- 
sent period; neither have we time to 


refer to one hundredth part of tha 
prophecies relating to the present 
peri oil, or those that relate to thd 
future ; but we have time to . say a 
few words and glean up some few 
ideas that have a bearing upon the 
present generation : and I shall en- 
deavor to make my remarks as plain 
t and as simple as possible. 


THE ANCIENT 

The Latter-day Saints that are now 
sitting before me, and those who in- 
habit this Territory, are here in ful- 
filment of prophecy. We inhabit these 
mountains because the ancient Pro- 
phets have predicted that such an 
event should take place, and we are 
fulfilling their predictions in this re- 
spect. 

We believe in that sacred record 
called the Book of Mormon. Why ? 
Because the ancient Prophets have 
predicted that such a book should be 
revealed in the latter times; and it 
has come, accompanied with sufficient 
evidence to produce conviction in our 
minds; but if any person could per- 
suade us that the Book of Mormon 
is not the book predicted by the an- 
cient Prophets, we have sufficient 
light and information in the prophe- 
cies to convince us that such a book 
must come, and we should with one 
accord look for a book of a similar 
description. 

This latter-day work that we have 
received, is considered a very strange 
work, in the estimation of the world ; 
but in the estimation of the Saints 
it does not appear strange, why? Be- 
cause it is the very thing that the 
Lord, by the mouth of His Prophets 
thousands of years ago, predicted should 
take place : and we are the very peo- 
ple that are enjoying the fulfilment of 
those predictions. We will* there- 
fore, in the first place, bring up some 
prophetical evidences which prove the 
divine authenticity of the Book of 
Mormon ; not but that we have other 
proofs, that are clear and lucid, and 
demonstrative in their nature, to es- 
tablish its divine authenticity. 

In regard to the prophetic eviden- 
ces of the Old Testament in relation 
to this book, we will first turn to the 
29th chapter of Isaiah, and see what 
he has said upon this subject In the 
first verse the Prophet addresses him- 
self to the City of Jerusalem, railed 
Ariel— - * Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the 
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city where David dwelt! add yd 
vear to year ; let them kill sacrifices- 
Yet I will distress Ariel, and there 

, shall be heaviness and sorrow." We 
will observe, in relation to this pro- 
phecy, that the Jews of the city where 
David dwelt, were distressed; and 
notwithstanding they prolonged their 
sacrifices after they ought to have 
been done away, they were Jib tressed, 
and brought down, and afflicted with 
heaviness and sorrow. 

After having foretold the distress 
of the inhabitants of that city, the 
Prophet commences concerning an- 
other people, and says, "And IT shall 

I be unto me as Ariel*" Now here is 
something to be distressed, to be 

, brought down in heaviness and sor- 
row, and afflicted simitar to the city 
of Ariel — it is some nation the Pro- 
phet speaks of that were to meet 
with similar affliction to that which 
should come upon the people of Je- 
rusalem, the city where David dwelt. 
" And I will camp against thee 
round about, and will lay siege against 
thee with a mount, and I will raise 
forts against thee," Against whom ? 
Against that people who. should be 
afflicted similarly to what the inhabit- 
ants of Jerusalem were to be afflicted, 
"And thou shall be brought down, 
and shalt speak out of the ground, 
and thy speech shall be low out of the 
dust, and thy voice shall be, as of one 
that hath a familiar spirit, out of the 
ground, and thy speech shall whisper 

; out of the dust." 

This people, then, that the Prophet 
here alludes to, were to meet with a 
similar destruction and affliction to 
that which should come upon Ariel, 
and they were to have furts raised 
against them, and fortifications. Now 
is not every year bringing to light an- 
cient forts and fortifications upon this 
continent? It is well known that, 
within a very few years past, large and 
extensive volumes have been published 
describing the forts, fortifications, and 
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ancient ruins that have been found 
in the midst of the United States. 
In the large volumes published by 
the ** Smithsonian Institution " in 
Washington, one of the most learned 
institutions of our country, are found \ 
descriptions of a great number of these 
ancient ruins ; they are situated in 
the States of New York and Ohio. 
These discoveries have been published 
within a few years past. 

The ancient inhabitants of this 
Man try were eventually brought down, 
and their ruined cities, temples, and 
synagogues proclaim in silent gran- 
deur that a great and mighty nation 
have fallen — they have been brought 
down and distressed like the Jews at 
old Jerusalem — like Ariel. But many 
antiquarians have supposed that they 
have been brought down, and nothing 
left of their history, but their old 
ruins, to proclaim their former great- 
ness. It is not eo ; for the very peo- 
ple that were thus to be bought down 
were to speak out of the dust. What ! 
were they to be resurrected to con- 
verse with us ? Was this what the 
Prophet had reference to ? No ; this 
is not what he has reference to in this 
passage, as you will find by reading 
the following in the same chapter : 
their whispering out of the dust and 
speaking out of the ground, was a 
work to take place before the destruc- 
tion of the nations of the wicked. 

Now wherein is this prophecy been 
fulfilled, if not in the coming forth of 
the ISook of Mormon? That book 
has cume out of the ground ; it was 
found in the State of New York, in 
the midst of those forts and fortifica- 
tions that are so plentiful there. That 
sacred record was found written upon 
plates that had the appearance of 
gold ; out of the ground it was taken; 
and it contains the words of the an- 
cient Prophets that lived among this 
remnant of the house of Israel that 
were brought down, and whose speech 
should whbper low out of the duet ; 


it whispers in the ears of mortal man; 
it proclaims repentance to the present 
generation, like the voice of one cry- 
ing from the dead. 

"Moreover the multitude of thy 
strangers shall be like small dust, and 
the multitude of the terrible ones shall 
be as chaff that passe th away ; yea, it 
si mil be at an instant suddenly." Any 
person that will take the trouble to 
read over that book that has come 
forth out of the ground, and %at 
whispers to us out of the dust, will 
find that the multitude of the terri- 
ble ones among the ancient Nephitfcs 
have passed away as chaff, they were 
destroyed upon this land by hundreds 
and by thousands, by judgments, and 
calamities, and war. 

" Thou shalt be visited of the Lord 
of hosts with thunder, and with earth- 
quake, and great noise, with storm 
and tempest, and the flame of devour- 
ing fire." This verse has reference 
to what follows in the next — " And 
the multitude of all the nations that 
fight against Ariel, even all that fight 
against her and her niupition, and 
that distress her, shall be as a dream 
of a nig] it vision. It shall even be 
as when an hungry man dreametb, 
and, behold, he eateth ; but he awak- 
eth, and his soul is empty : or as 
when a thirsty man dreametb, and, 
behold, ho drinketh ; hut he awaketh, 
and, behold, he is faint, and his soul 
hath appetite : so shall the multitude 
of all the nations be, that fight against 
Mount Zion." Here you perceive is 
another thing taken up by the Pro- 
phet in connexion with the whispering 
of the words of that nation out of the 
dust; immediately following that re- 
markable event there was to he a 
dreadful destruction, not upon Ariel — 
not upon Israel — but upon the mul- 
titude of all the nations of the earth 
that should fight amrinst Mount Zion. 
Three things, then, are declared in 
succession — one is the destruction of 
a nation, another the speaking of their 
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war ds out of the dust in the ears of 
the living, and the third that which 
i in me J lately follows, nan ely, the de- 
struction of all tbe nations of the 
earth that should light against Mount 
yAon ; this latter event has not yet 
been fulfilled ; but is just as sure to 
be fulfilled as the oilier portions of 
the prophecy that have taken place ; 
just as sure as the Book of Mormon 
has whispered oat of the dust, and 
spoken in the ears of this generation, 
in fulfilment of the words of the Pro- 
phet Isaiah, so suro will the Lord of 
hosts visit the multitude of all the 
nations of the 




ea 
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Mount Zion, with thunder, and earth- • 
quake, and with the ft&me of devour- 1 
mg lire, and tbey shall !..<■ ; s the dream 
of a night vislou, they shall pass away 
from the face of the earth and be as 
chuff blown to the four winds of hea- 
ven, and no place sln-dl be found for 
them. But we pass od. 

The Prophet now comes hack, after 
having foretold the destruction of the 
nations following the coining forth of 
this work, to the thing he was speak- 
ing of previously, and gives us more 
particulars upon this subject, and in- 
forms us more particularly in what 
way the Lord shall accomplish this 
whispering out of the dust ; he says 
to the multitude of those nations 
about to be destroyed, " Stay your- 
selves, and wonder ; cry ye out, and 
cry : they are drunken, but not with 
wine ; they stagger, but not with 
strong drink/' He could not have 
used language to describe the present 
generation better than he has done ; 
/hey are drunken, as dohu the lleve- 
lator saw them, with the filthiness of 
the abominations of old Babylon : 
they stagger, not with strong drink, 
but with the traditions of men, which 
they have inculcated from generation 
to generation, and which have become 
instilled into the minds of the people, 
4i For the Lord hath poured out upon 
jou the spirit of deep sleep, and hath 


closed your eyes: the prophets and 
your rulers, the seers hath he covered," 
He calls upon this people on whom 
the spirit of sleep was poured out, to 
stay themselves and wonder. Won- 
der ! what about ? Why, says he, 
41 And the vision of all is become unto 
you as the words of a book that is 
sealed, which men deliver to one that 
is learned, saying, Read this, I pray 
thee : and he saith, I cannot ; for it 
is scaled : and the book is delivered 
to him that is not learned, saying, 
Head this, I pray thee : and he saith, 
I am not learned. Wherefore the 
Lord said, Forasmuch as this people 
draw near me with their mouth, and 
with their lips do honor me, but have 
removed their heart far from me, and 
their fear toward me is taught by the 
precept of men : therefore, behold, I 
will proceed to do a marvellous work 
among this people, even a marvellous 
work and a wonder : for the wisdom 
of their wise men shall perish, and the 
understanding of their prudent men 
shall be hid. 1 

See how clearly the Prophet has 
illustrated the coming forth of this 
work. He describes a book, and the 
words of a book, and even goes on to 
particularize, und informs us that the 
words of that book should be sent 
to the learned. All who are acquain- 
ted with the history of the coming 
forth of the Book of Mormon, know 
that it isalact, that several of the words 
of that book were copied by Joseph 
Smith, and sent by the hands of Mar- 
tin J I arris from Ontario county to 
New York eity ? and he exhibited them 
to the most learned men that could 
be found, to see if they could trans- 
late them : among others lie went to 
Professor Anthon — a professor of great 
celebrity. Mr. Anthon examined the 
characters, as he himself has publish- 
ed since that period. Ho states that 
there was an ignorant farmer came to 
him, and he had some ancient charac- 
ters or writing that he could not un- 
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derstand : be supposes them to be 
characters selected from many alpha- 
bete* mixed together ; he has publish- 
ed enough to prove that such a cir- 
cumstance did transpire, that an un- 
learned man did come to him with 
words professing to be copied from a 
book, Mr. Smith did not know any- 
thing about this prophecy at that time, 
for he was unacquainted with the con- 
tents of the Bible ; he was brought 
up to work. This part of the pro- 
phecy was fulfilled to the very letter ; 
the "words of the book/' not the 
book itself, were sent to the learned. 
If Mr. Smith had sent the plates to 
New York the terms of this prophecy 
would not have been fulfilled* 

The next verse says, * 4 And the 
book is delivered to him that is nat 
learned, saying. Read this, 1 pray thee: 
and he saith, I am not learned/' Now 
Mr. Smith was uot a learned man, as 
acknowledged by all ouropposers. It is 
true he had some of the common ru- 
diments of an English education, he 
could read, and write a very bungling 
hand, and this was about the extent 
of his education. When the book 
was given to the unlearned man, he 
did not reply to the Lord as the learn- 
ed Mr. An than did to Martin Harris, 
that it was a sealed language and he 
could not understand it, but said he, 
"1 am not learned." What was the 
Lord's answer to this unlearned youog 
man ? He answered him in the words 
of Isaiah which I have already quoted, 
44 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch 
as this people draw near me with their 
mouth," &c> 

What should we naturally conclude 
the Lord intended to do, from this 
expression ? He said that He would 
do a marvellous work and a wonder, 
after that He had presented the book 
to the unlearned, and after that he, 
when he was told to read it, had made 
an excuse that he was unlearned. 
We should naturally suppose that the 
Lord intended to make this unlearned 
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man read the book ; that was indeed 
the fact, he was commanded of the 
Lord to read it, and he translated it 
by the means of a Urim and Thum- 
mim, which is well known to be an in- 
strumeut used in ancient times, 
through which people inquired of the 
Lord. Aaron had one in the centre 
of his breast-plate, and when anything 
came before him he could not under- 
stand by his own judgment, he en- 
quired of the Lord, by the Urim and 
Thummim, and that was the end of 
controversy. In this way the Lord 
made this unlearned man read the 
book. Did this not cause the wisdom 
of the learned Mr Anthon to perish, 
and the understanding of the wise of 
this world to come to naught ? It 
required inspiration and power from 
on high — a marvellous work and ft 
wonder to be wrought, in order to 
translate this book of upwards of six 
hundred pages, and reveal the histoiy 
of one half of our globe to the as- 
tonished nations of the earth. 

Now to prove positively that th© 
Lord did cause this hook to be trans- 
lated by the unlearned, and that it 
was read by somebody, we will quote 
the 1 Bth verse of thi* chapter — l% And 
in that day shall the deaf hear the 
words of the book, and the eyes of thy 
blind shall see out of obscurity, and 
out of darkness. The meek also shall 
increase their juy in the Lord, and 
the poor among men shall rejoice in 
the Holy One of Israel. *' We see the 
fulfil me ut of thin before us at the pre- 
sent time. Here are hundreds and 
thousands of poor, that were bound 
down with the curse of oppression 
and tyranny in foreign lands, who, 
through the medium of this book that 
has been translated by an unlearned 
man, and through the medium of the 
proclamation of the glorious Gospel 
contained in the aanie f have been made 
to rejoice in the Holy One of Israel* 
The blind has seen out of obscurity* 
and the deaf has heard the words <*£ 
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the boot, and they have come forth j 
from the nations of the old world — 
from under the hand of tyranny and 
oppression, and have been planted 
here in these rich valleys ; and if you 
do not believe that they rejoice, get 
into some of their splendid parties, 
and stand in one corner and look at 
them. 

There will be a great deal of re- 
joicing by and bye, when the time 
shall come that the multitude of all 
nations that shall fight against Mount 
Zion will be as a night vision, 
when they will be perfectly swept 
away from the earth* See what the 
Prophet says in the next verse — " For 
the terrible one is brought to nought, 
and the scorner is consumed, and all 
that watch for iniquity are cut off." 
This is one cause of their joy, "All 
that watch for iniquity are cut off," 
&c " That make a man offender for 
a word, and lay a snare for him that . 
reproveth in the gate, and turn aside 
the just for a thing of nought." No 
wonder, then, that the poor among 
men will rejoice in the Holy One of 
Israel when those events take place. 

But how is this book to affect the 
children of Israel? It is not only in- 
tended to make us rejoice, but is going 
to affect the nations of Israel ; if you do 
not believe it, see what the Prophet 
says about it — 14 Therefore thus saith 
the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, 
concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob 
shall not now be ashamed, neither 1 
shall his face now wax pale/* When 
this book comes forth, when it is 
translated, when it is carried to Israel 
bj the authority God has ordained 
and established upon the earth, and 
they publish its glorious principles in 
their ears, " Jacob shall not be asham- 
ed ; " though they have been for 1800 
years past kicked and cuffed about, 
deprived of what is called citizenship 
among the various nations of the 
earth, and trampled down and des- 
troyed bv hundreds and thousands, 
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and though they have wandered about 
without Prophets and inspired men, 
without the Urim and Thummim, 
without visions and angels from hea- 
ven, and without the powers and ma* 
nifestations of the glory of God 
that were among their fathers ; yet, 
when the Lord sends this sacred book 
among them, they shall not be asham- 
ed. What have they been waiting 
for? For the Lord to bring forth 
this book* And thev never could be 
redeemed, but would remain trampled 
down by the Gentiles thousands of 
years to come, unless the Lord should 
bring forth this book — that is one of 
the principal means for the redemp- 
tion of Jacob. 

The Prophet continues, 41 But when 
he seeth his children, the work of 
mine hands, in the midst of him, they 
shall sanctify my name, and sanctify 
the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear 
the Got! of Israel.' 1 Yes ; they shall 
be brought together, be assembled in 
one, and the covenants made with 
their fathers will be fulfilled. Another 
glorious effect this book will have 
with the honest among the nations of 
the earth — " They also that erred in 
spirit shall come to understanding, 
and thev that murmured shall learn 
doctrine." Every person that is now 
before me knows very well that there 
have been many honest, candid, sin^ 
cere individuals among all the various 
nations of Christendom who have erred 
in spirit; they wanted to learn the 
truth, as we have, but they erred in 
spirit, and murmured too. How often 
have my ears heard the murmu rings 
of the honest in heart in something 
like the following language — " I do 
not know what to do ; it is strange 
there should be so much confusion T 
one teaching this, and another that." 
They would murmur because of the 
divisions and contentions they saw 
among religious societies. But here 
is something that will do away with 
those errors, for the book will not onlv 
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cause the blind to see out of obscurity 
and darkness, but those that erred in 
spirit shall come to understanding. 
In what way ? How can they come 
to understanding by this book ? Be- 
cause of the plainness of the doc- 
trine of Christ contained in it. If 
any person will take the opportunity 
to inform themselves concerning the 
contents of that book, they will 
find the doctrine of salvation — the 
doctrine of the resurrection from 
the dead, and every principle per- 
taining to the redemption of man, 
set forth in such a plain, simple, con- 
vincing manner, that it is almost im- 
possible for any individual who believes 
in its divine authenticity, to err in 
doctrine ; it makes a people of one 
heart and of one mind, so far as their 
faith is concerned, if they can once be 
satisfied it is of God. 

This is only one chapter of prophecy 
in relation to the great work of our 
God in the last days. Wc might 
refer you to many others. Indeed, 
there are some others I will refer you 
to, if time will permit. 

This book professes to be a record 
written by a remnant of the house of 
Joseph ; while the Bible is admitted 
to be a record uf the Jews, containing 
a history of Palestine and the adjacent 
nations, interspersed with doctrine, 
The Book of Mormon is the history of 
ancient America, interspersed with the 
prophecies of numerous Prophets who 
once lived on this continent. The 
Lord has confirmed this book bv in- ; 
numerable evidences which 1 shall not 
notice in my remarks in this short 
discourse. lie has united the testi- 
mony of the ancient nations of Ame- 
rica with the testimony of the Jews ; 
we wish to know if there is any indi- 
cation in the prophecies of the union 
of the testimony of these two books 
in the latter times, i 

We will refer your minds to the 
87th chapter of the prophecies of 
Ezekiel, where we shall find some- 


| thing very definite on this subject, 
commencing at the 15th verse — ** The 
void of the Lord came again unto me 
saying, Moreover, thou son of man, 
take the one stick, and write upon it, 
For Judah, and for the children of 
Israel his compamous : then take 
another stick, and write upon it, For 
Joseph, the stick of Ephraira, and lor 
all the house of Israel his companions : 
and join them one to another in one 
stick ; and they bhall become one in 
thine hand/' Ezekiel went and did as 
I the Lord told him, and took two little 
sticks and wrote for Judah and Joseph : 
after he got through writing he put 
them together, and held them up be- 
fore the house of Israel. M And when 
the children of thy people shall 
speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou 
I not shew ns what thou meanest by 
these?" *■ It is a strange thing that you 
should write upon one stick for Judah, 
; and upon one for Joseph, and hold 
them up before us ; explain the mys- 
tery to us. 11 "Say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord God : Behold, I 
will take the stick of Joseph, which 
is in the hand of Ephraim, and the 
tribes of Israel his fellows, and will 
put them with him, even with the 
stick of Judah, and make them one 
stick, and they shall be one in mine 
hand." ** Just as these two sticks are 
one in your hand, so I will make the 
stick of Joseph and Judah one in 
mine hand, but the sticks whereon 
thou writest shall be one before their 
eyes*" 

Here then was a symbol represented 
before their eyes in language that 
could not be misunderstood ; it was a 
symbol of two records ; for it is well 
known that records were kept in 
aucient times on parchment, rolled 
upon sticks, the same as we keep our 
maps at this day. All the prophecies 
of Jeremiah for many years were 
written and rolled round a stick, and 
were called a book ; so in Ezekiel 
these sticks represent two records, one 
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the record of the tribe of Joseph, and 
the other of Judah : and the Lord 
promises, through that symbol, that 
lie himself would take the stick of 
Joseph, and put it with the stick of 
Judah, and make it one in His own 
hand, showing that it was to be a 
work He would accomplish Himself 
in the last days, 

* 4 The sticks whereon thou writest 
shall be in thine hand before their 
eyes. And say unto them," now mark 
what follows these two sticks, "Be- 
hold I will take the children of Israel 
from among the heathen, whither they 
be gone, and will gather them on 
every side, and bring them into their 
own land : and I will make them one 
nation in the land upon the mountains 
of Israel ; and one king shall be king 
to them all : and thev shall be no 
more two nations, neither shall thev 
he divided into two kingdoms any 
more at all." Has that ever been ful- 
filled? Docs this have reference to 
their gathering from Babylon before 
Christ? No. They were scattered 
since that, and the ten tribes were 
taken away before that time, and they 
never have been gathered. But here 
i* a prediction that they should never 
bo divided into two kingdoms anv 
more at all, but that they should he* 
cotce one nation upon the mountains 
of Israel, never afterwards to be scat- 
tered. Notice, He declares to them 
that before He will do this. He will take 
the record of Joseph and put it with 
the record of Judah, and make them 
one in His hand, and then accomplish 
this gathering of Israel. 

Now, my friends, you may go to 
work with all vour Christian benevo- 

to 

*lcnt societies, to gather the Jews 
from the nations ; you may combine 
all the wisdom and learning of Chris- 
tendom, and put all their exertions, 
a; id all the funds they can rake and 
scrape together from the two hemis- 
pheres of the earth, and after all, you 
Bever can accomplish the gathering 


and restitution of Israel until the 
Lord does it in His own way, by uniting 
the records of Judah and Joseph to 
accomplish this work. Then, and not 
till then, will the house of Jacob 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel, and 
no more be made ashamed. 

Now, is there any indication about 
the house of Joseph coming to Ame- 
rica ? Says one, " If I really thought 
these American Indians were the de- 
scendants of Joseph, I should be in- 
clined to think that the Book of 
Mormon was actually the record of 
Joseph/' Let us see what the Pro- 
phet Jacob, the old Patriarch, said, 
concerning the house of Joseph, He 
calls up the two sons of Joseph, and 
pronounces a peculiar blessing upon 
them, laving his right hand upon the 
head of the youngest, and his left hand 
upon the head of the oldest, and he 
blessed them, saying, "God, before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac 
did walk, the God which fed me all 
my life long unto this day, the angel 
which redeemed me from all evil, bless 
the lads ; and let my name be named 
on them, and the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac; and let them 
grow into a multitude in the midst of 
the earth" When Joseph saw hia 
father lay his right hand upon the head 
of the youngest of the lads, it displeas- 
ed him, and he held up his father's 
hand to remove it from Eph rami's 
head unto Manassehs head, say- 
ing, 11 Not so. father, for this is the 
first born ; put thy right hand upon 
his head. And his father refused, and 
said, I know it, my son, I know it: 
he also shall become a people, and he 
also shall be great: but truly his 
younger brother shall be greater thaa 
he, and his seed shall become a multi- 
tude of nations/* 

Turn over to the next chapter, and 
you will find a remarkable prophecy 
concerning Joseph. After having 
blessed the two sons of Joseph, h© 
colls up his twelve sons before him* 
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and commences to bless them, begin- 
ning with Reuben ; when he comes to 
Joseph he pronounces upon him a 
peculiar blessing — " Joseph is a fruit- 
ful bough* even a fruitful bough by a 
well; whose branches run over the 
wall," &c. As much as to say that j 
all the branches that descended from 1 
Joseph would not remain in one coun- 
try connected with the parent tree, 
but they should be so fruitful and 
numerous, in order to fulfil the pre- 
diction uttered in the 48th chapter, 
as to become a multitude of nations 
in the midst of the earth ; that they 
would have to leave the parent tree, 
and the place of their first inheritance ; 
they would have to 11 run over the 
wall,'* over the great wall of waters 
that intervened between them and 
this great western hemisphere. 

In order to show that they were to 
inherit a land greater than that which 
they possessed by Jacob's forefathers, 
the old gentleman continues in this 
blessing, and says, '* The blessings of 
thy father have prevailed above the 
blessings of my progenitors unto the 
utmost bound of the everlasting hills : 
they shall be on the head of Joseph, 
and on the crown of the head of him 
that was separate from his brethren/' 
That is, the blessing of Jacob prevailed 
above that of Abraham and Isaac. The 
Lord promised Abraham and Isaac 
they should have the land of Canaan, 
and their seed after them, for an ever- 
lasting possession. That, you know, 
is not a large country ; but says , 
Jacob, 44 1 have a greater blessing 
than that. I prevail above that of 
my progenitors, and I will confer this 
blessing upon you, Joseph. The 
blessiugs of thy father have prevailed 
above the blessings of my progenitors," | 
How much above ? ** Unto the ut- 
most bound of the everlasting hills." 
That is as much as to say, that " my 
blessings are not only to inherit this 
Email country, called the land of 
Canaan, but they extend unto the 
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utmost bounds of the everlasting hills ; 
I have a larger country than this con- 
ferred upon me, and because you have 
been a good son, and because your 
children are good, and because you 
have taken care of your brethren in 
the land of Egypt, I will give it unto 
you. These blessings shall be on 
the head of Joseph, and on the crown 
of the head of him that was separate 
from his brethren." 

In order that Joseph might become 
a multitude of nations his branches 
had to run over the wall ; he had to 
come to the utmost bounds of the 
everlasting hills ; he had to be located 
in a largo country where his seed 
could have room to grow into u multi- 
tude of nations. Where can you find 
a multitude of nations who descended 
from Joseph? You may go through 
England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, but they 
are not to be found in any of those 
lands. The origin of those nations 
can mostly be traced, and it can be 
proved that they are not the descend- 
ants of Joseph- When you have passed 
through all those countries, and can- 
not lind a multitude of nations from 
Joseph, cross the great waters that 
intervene, like a wall, between the 
land of Palestine, or the eastern hemis- 
phere, and the American continent, 
and what do you discover ? A multi- 
tude of nations, evidently having sprung 
from the same origin, as is indicated by 
very many striking characteristics. 

Here then is the only land on which 
that prophecy has been fulfilled. If 
it is not fulfilled here, it cannot have 
been fulfilled on any other portions of 
the earth with which we are acquaint- 
ed. Moses speaks of this land of 
Joseph, in particular, when he was 
about to be taken out of the midst of 
the children of Israel. He pro- 
nounced a blessing on the twelve 
tribes, beginning with Reuben. When 
he blessed Joseph, his blessing was 
peculiar indeed. And of Joseph he 
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said — "Blessed of the Lord be his 
land, for the precious things of heaven, 
for the dew, and for the deep that 
croucheth beneath, and for the pre- 
cious fruits brought forth by the sun, 
and for the precious things put forth 
by the moon, and for the chief things 
of the ancient mountains, and for the 
precious things of the lasting hills, 
aud for the precious things of the 
earth and fulness thereof, and for the 
good will of him that dwelt in the 
bush : let the blessing come upon the 
head of Joseph, and upon the top of 
the head of him that was separate 
from bis brethren." If Joseph only 
inherited a small portion of the land 
of Canaan with the rest of the tribes, 
why does Hoses bless his land more 
particularly than the adjacent inhe- 
ritances of the other tribes ? There 
could not be much difference in the 
qualities of lands that lay side by side. 

Here we get a clue to a land that 
was to be blessed above all other 
lands — a distant land from Canaan, 
as is expressed by the words, u the 
utmost bound of the everlasting hills," 
and sufficiently large to hold a multi- 
tude of nations springing from Joseph. 
Remember that they were to be 
blessed not only with the precious 
things of the earth, and the fulness 
thereof, but with the precious things 
of heaven. What are the precious 
things of heaven ? Are they any- 
thing else but revelations ? Can you 
think of anything else that could be 
called the precious things of heaven ? 
After the children of Joseph came to 
this land, they were blessed, as Moses 
predicted, with the precious things of 
heaven ; the Lord opened to them 
things past, present, and future, un- 
folding His great purposes that were 
to take place in the latter times ; He 
unfolded to them mysteries and things 
too great to be uttered by man. 
Many of these things were written ; 
they kept their records, and they were 
handed down from Prophet to Pro- 


phet : at last the people fell into great 
wickedness, and the principal nation 
was destroyed ; and one of their last 
Prophets was commanded to deposit 
the records where they were found by 
Mr, Smith. Their words have 41 whis- 
pered from the dust," and they have 
come forth among the nations, ac- 
companied by an abundance of evi- 
dences. 

Before this was offered to the worlds 
the Lord confirmed it by opening the 
heavens in broad day light, and sending 
down an holy angel, who descended in 
the presence of four individuals, three 
besides Mr. Smith, and the angel took 
the plates, and turned them over leaf 
after leaf, while, at the same time, 
the voice of the Lord out of the 
heavens told them it had been trans- 
lated correctly, commanding them to 
send forth their testimony to all na- 
tions, kingdoms, tongues, and people. 
They accordingly attached their print- 
ed testimony in connection with the 
Book of Mormon. This was done 
before they were permitted to go forth 
and build up the Church, The Lord 
was determined that this generation 
should not only have the sure word of 
prophecy to convince them of the 
truth of this work, but living witnesses 
to bear testimony to what their eyes 
had seen, their ears had heard, and 
their hands had handled in relation to 
this matter, that they might have evi- 
dences so great as to leave them with- 
out any excuse. 

We will now pass on to some other 
prophecies in relation to the gather- 
ing of the people together. You 
know we have already referred you to 
prophecies relating to the gathering of 
Israel when this record should be 
brought forth. But Israel are not 
the only ones to be gathered, but 
many of the Gentiles will be gathered 
also and numbered with Israel. Wo 
might first refer you to some pro- 
phecies to show you that this work is 
not to commence among Israel first* 
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but among the Gentiles ; that the 
Gentiles are the ones to whom the 
Standard should be first raised. This 
is what the Apostle Paul says in the 
11th chapter of Komans, "For as ye 
(Gentiles) in times past have not be- 
lieved God, yet have now obtained 
mercy through their (the Jews) unbe- 
lief : even so have these also now not 
believed, that through your mercy 
they also may obtain mercy." Through 
whom? Through the Gentiles; for 
It is through their instrumentality 
that the Lord is bringing forth the 
record of Joseph to the world in the 
last days, as a standard of doctrine, a 
plan of salvation, raising it up in the 
midst of the Gentile nations, that we, 
as instruments in His hands, might 
go forth and gather the house of Is- 
rael, that through our mercy they 
also might believe, and be brought to 
the knowledge of the truth. Isaiah, 
in his 411th chapter has informed us 
that this work should commence, not 
among the Jews first, but among the 
Gentiles. 

We will read a portion of that chap- 
ter — " Thus eaith the Lord God, 
Behold, I will lift up mine hand to 
the Gentiles, and set up my standard 
to the people : and they shall bring 
thy sons in their arms, and thy 
daughters shall be carried upon their 
shoulders.'* That is, the sons and 
daughters of the house of Israel. 
"And kings shall be thy nursing 
fathers, and their queens thy nur- 
sing mothers: they shall bow down 
to thee with their face towards the 
earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; 
and thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord : for they shall not he ashamed 
that wait for me." Here we perceive, 
that when the great day shall come for 
the house of Israel to be restored to 
their own lands, the verv first work 
lie accomplishes in relation to that 
restoration will be to lift up His hand 
to the Gentiles and set up a standard 
among them. This shows plainly that 
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it will not be some man among tho 
Gentiles that will rise up uu inspired, 
like the old reformers, setting up his 
own doctrines and opinions : it is not 
a work of that description, but it is a 
work which the Lord Himself has to 
perform ; "and I will lift up mine hand 
to the Gentiles, and I will set up my 
standard to the people, and then alter 
I have done this they (the Gentiles) 
shall bring thy sons in their arms, and 
thy daughters shall be carried upon 
their shoulders, kings shall be thy 
nursing fathers, and their queen> thy 
nursing mothers," &e. The same 
things are predicted, also, in the 1 1th 
chapter of this prophecy, u And it 
shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall set his band again the 
second time to recover the remnant of 
his people, which shall be left, from 
Assyria, and from Egypt," &c, 

Now the Lord will not accomplish 
this by getting the people together in 
the capacity of missonary societies, 
without Prophets, Apostles, and the 
word of the Lord to direct them ; but 
it is the Lord who says, 14 I will set up 
my hand the second time" &e. How 
did He set His hand the first time, to 
gather Israel out of Egypt ? Did Ho 
do it by a company of uninspired men, 
without miracles, angels, signs, and 
wonders ? No ; but lie set II is hand 
the first time by signs, wonders, Pro- 
phets, miracles, sending angels from 
heaven, by dividing the waters and 
causing Israel to walk through the 
midst of the sea without suffering 
harm, and by coming upon the Mount, 
and proclaiming the law in the ears of 
all Israel; when He undertakes to 
gather them from the nations of tho 
earth, you will find a work of still 
greater magnitude highly necessary to 
accomplish that great gathering. To 
take a nation from the midst of another 
single nation where they were all col- 
lected, and lead them off eleven days* 
journey to another land, is a small 
work compared with the gathering, 


them from all the nations of the earth, 
and assembling them in one. When 
He sets His hand again the second 
time, He says, 44 He shall set up an 
ensign for the nations which is the 
same thing as spoken of in the I'-fth 
chapter. The standard that I have 
proved should be lifted up to the Gen- 
tiles, is the same thing as the ensign 
mentioned in this place. ** He shall 
set up an ensign to the nations " 44 and 
gather together the dispersed of Judah 
from the four corners of the earth," 
&c. 

Do you believe they can bo assem- 
bled before that standard — that ensign, 
is raised ? Can they bo assembled in 
some other way, and the prophecies be 1 
fulfilled ? In vain would it be for the 
nations to undertake to accomplish 
this thing in any other way than the 
one the Lord has pointed out by pro- 
phecy. Mark what He says in the 
J 5th verse, "And the Lord shall 
utterly destroy the tongue of the 
Egyptian sea ; and with his mighty 
wind shall he shake his hand over 
the river, and shall smite it in the 
seven streams, and make men go 
over dry shod. And there shall be 
an highway for the remnant of his 
people, which shall be left, from As- 
syria ; like as it was to Israel in the 
day that he came up out of the land 
of Egypt" Do you believe the words 
of the Prophet ? Do you believe that 
when the Lord sets His hand the se- 
cond time to gather Israel from the 
four quarters of the earth, and lifts up 
a standard and ensign among the 
Gentiles to accomplish it, they will 
go through the sea dry shod, as they 
did through the lied Sea anciently ? If 
you do not, you do not believe this 
prophecy. I am now speaking to a 
people that do believe it ; they believe ; 
it shall be like as it was in the day 
that Israel came up out of the land of 
Egypt ; not spiritually, but literally, as 
then. 

We, as Gentiles, have cause to re- 


joice ; that is, we who are numbered 
with the Gentile nations (for there 
may be many of the blood of Israel 
among us) — I say, we have cause to 
rejoice that the Lord has lifted up His 
hand, and set up His standard, and 
raised His ensign, and called upon us 
to bear this ensign — this standard, 
to the nations of the earth, and to 
proclaim it in the ears of the Gentiles 
iirst ; what for? That the times of 
the Gentiles may be fulfilled, that the 
fulness may come in, and then all 
Israel are to be saved, as it is written, 
11 There shall come out of Sion the 
deliverer, and shall turn away ungod- 
liness from Jacob." Therefore, we 
are the people identified with the 
j Gentiles, to whom this standard has 
been raised ; and it has been raised 
; too on the mountains, for the Prophet 
Isaiah has told us that it should be 
accomplished on the mountains. We 
refer you to the 18th chapter of his 
prophecy. In it is a proclamation to 
all the world* They are commanded 
in that day to both see and hear — 
"All ye inhabitants of the world, and 
dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he 
lifteth up an ensign on the mountains ; 
and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear 
ye. For so the Lord said unto me, I 
will take my rest, and I will consider 
in my dwelling place like a clear heat 
upon herbs, and like a cloud of dew 
in the heat of harvest* For afore the 
harvest, when the bud is perfect, and 
the sour grape is ripening in the 
flower, he shall both cut off the sprigs 
with pruning hooks, and take away and 
cut down the branches/ 1 What becomes 
of them after they are cut down ? 
" They shall be left together unto the 
fowls of the mountains, and to the 
beasts of the earth ; and the fowls 
shall summer upon them, and all the 
beasts of the earth shall winter upon 
them." 1 What an awful destruction; 
the multitude of all the nations will 
become like the dream of a night 
vision, they will pass away. All the 
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nations are here called upon to see 
aud hear at the time the ensign is 
lifted up : will they see ? No, The i 
spirit of deep sleep is poured upon 
them ; the Prophets, and Seers, aud 
rulers are covered. 

In order to show still more clearly 
that the Gentiles are to be the charac- 
ters that are to carry this ensign to the 
nations, we will refer you to the last 
chapter of Isaiah — 14 For I know their 
works and their thoughts : and it shall 
come, that I will gather all nations and 
tongues ; and they shall come, and see 
my glory/' How is He going to do 
this work? He says, ** I will set a 
sign among them/* The same thing 
as spoken of in the passages already 
referred to — M And 1 will send those 
that escape of them unto the nations " 
(here go the missionaries) — 44 to the 
isles afar off, that have not heard ray 
fame/' They will go among the idol- 
atrous nations, to Hindostan, Siain, 
China, to the Sandwich Islands, etc* 
44 And they shall declare my glory 
among the Gentiles/ 1 The Lord did 
not send these messengers to declare 
His glory among Israel first, why? 
liecause a certain work had to he done 
among the Gentiles first ; they were to 
carry this sign, ensign, or standard, 
proclaiming the doctrines of Jesus 
Christ so as not to be misunderstood ; 
they have to carry it to the isles afar ' 
off, aud declare II is glory iirst among j 
the Gentiles. 

What next? A mission to Israel ; 
and these same missionaries 41 shall 
bring all your brethren (Israel) for an 
offering unto the Lord out of all na- 
tions upon horses, and in chariots, and 
in litters, and upon mules, and upon 
swift beasts, to my holy mountain 
Jerusalem, saith the Lord, as the 
children of Israel bring an offering in 
a clean vessel into the house of the 
Lord." The children of Israel will be 
gathered just as literally as they for- 
merly brought an offering into the 
house of the Lord. In the last days, 
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when the Lord shall set a sign among 
the Gentiles, He will as literally bring 
all Israel back to their holy mountain 
in Jerusalem, as He brought them 
from Egypt anciently. After that His 
people have been gathered out from 
the nations, they will have the privi- 
lege of going to look upon the car- 
casses of those that transgressed 
against the Lord ; their worm shall not 
die, neither shall their fire be quenched. 

Now, we have a great work before 
us ; we are a little handful in the moun- 
tains, but you know what Isaiah said, 
41 A little one shall become a thousand, 
and a small one a strong nation." 
However little we may be, we must 
become a thousand ; though we are a 
small one, it will be but a little while 
before we shall he a strong nation, not 
a weak one ; and we will have mission- 
aries in every part of the nations of 
the earth afar of, and we will declare 
His glory among every nation, people, 
kindred, and tongue; and as fast as 
we get the people to believe in the 
standard the Lord has raised up, we 
will introduce them into the kingdom, 
baptize them for the remission of sins, 
and lay our hands upon them in the 
name of Jesus Christ, as he has com- 
manded us, and they will receive the 
Holy Ghost, aud be filled with mighty 
faith, and they will be armed with the 
power of God, in great glory, and will 
come from different nations with songs 
of everlasting joy upon their heads, 
and nothing will he able to coin pete 
with the work of the Lord ; hut it will 
progress and continue to roll on, until 
every nation hears, and every heart is 
penetrated, and the heavens and the 
earth shall come together. 

That is what we look for, for the 
union of the heavens and the earth ; 
we are dwelling here, separate from 
our brethren in heaven ; we want to 
get back to them, and they to us, and 
we want to be united, and accomplish 
what the Lord intends to be accom- 
plished in the last days ; and before 
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get through with it, we shall see i 
greater wonders and signs than that 
tittle transaction of bringing Israel 
out of Lgypt : that will almost be en- 
tirely forgotten among the great dis- 
plays of His power in the last days. 

There is to be a house of the Lord 
built in the last days. " What ! are 
there not plenty of houses of the L^nl? 
Go into New York, and many other 
great cities, and you will find Saint 
Johns Church, and Saint Peter's, 
and the Church of Jesus, and many 
houses which profess to be houses of the 
Lord ; and yet you tell us that there 
ia to be a house of the Lord built in 
the last days/* Will it not be a won- 
derful thing when the Lord gets a 
house upon the earth? Yes — He has 
been so long without one. People 
have been building houses to Him, the 
same as Israel built sepulchres for the 
Prophets whom their fathers had kill- 
ed ; so it is with the good Christians 
in the nineteenth century, Did He 
tell them to build houses unto Him ? 
Did He give them the pattern to work 
by ? Did He point out the location 
upon which they should be built ? 
JSo : the Lord had no hand in their 
works. But, what says the Prophet 
Isaiah, in the second chapter of his 
prophecy? He predicts, s - And it 
shall come to pass in the last days, 
that the mountain of the Lord's house 
shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills; and all nations shall flow 
unto it/' What can there be so at- 
tractive about the house of the Lord 
as to cause all nations to flow unto it, 
and to cau-e the Prophet to notice the 
very *pot on which it should be built? 
It is not to be built in the city of New 
York, or in Boston ; tbose are com- 
paratively level countries, almost on a 
level with the sea ; but, "it shall 
come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be 
established in the top of the moun- 
tains/ 1 


We have got up here over four 
thousand feet high, and we are going 
to build Him a house, by the word of 
the Lord, and by the inspiration of 
the Almighty, according to the Book 
of Doctrine and Covenants, command- 
ing us to build one to His name ; and 
it will be a house different from all 
others, that will attract the attention 
of the nations ; and all nations shall 
flow into it What for ? Isaiah tells 
us, M And many people shall go and 
say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of 
the God of Jacob ; and he will teach 
us of His wavs, and we will walk in 
His paths : for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem." Jn two places 
the Lord is going to give revelations ; 
the on© is in Mount Zion, and the 
other in Jerusalem, What shall fol- 
low this ? ** And he shall judge among 
the nations, and shall rebuke many 
people: and they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks : nation 
-hall nut lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more/* 
What a happy, peaceable time ! But 
before the Lord can introduce such a 
joyful time, He has got to cut down 
the branches of the wicked with prun- 
ing-hooks, aud let the fowls and beasts 
of the earth have a good supper ; s * and 
the fowls shall summer upon them, 
and tho beasts shall winter upon 
them." When He has got the rebel- 
lious eaten up, the rest of the nations 
will come flocking unto the mountain 
of the Lord's house, to be taught in 
His ways, and instructed in His paths; 
aud they will get so perfectly instruct- 
ed, that they ttill not wish to learn 
war any more, and will convert their 
weapons into farming utensils. 

That happy, peaceable time, so often 
predicted by Prophets, will come ; thai 
is the reason, my hearers, we want to 
build a house of the Lord in the top 
of the mountains ; it is in order to 
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fulfil ancient and modem prophecy, 
and the com maud men ts which the 
Lord our Uod 1ms given to us. There 
must be so met Ling wonderful, indeed, 
to attract the attention of all nations ; 
unless there is to be a very great 
power manifested, it would not attract 
{he attention of the people afar off; if 
only some few sick people were healed, 
it might, perhaps, not be heard of only 
for a few miles from the place where 
it happened. It must be some tre- 
mendous power among that people that 
build the house of the Lord. What 
kind of a city will this /ion be f and 
how will the dwellings of the people 
be lighted up ? Isaiah has told us, in 
the fourth chapter, " And the Lord 
will create upon every dwelling place 
of Mount Zion, and upou her assem- 
blies, a cloud and smoke by day, and 
the shining of a flaming fire by night : 
for upon all the glory shall be a de- 
fence/* Xo wonder that the nations 
afar off flow to Xiom Did you ever 
hear tell of a whole city lighted up in 


that manner ? You have heard of the 
invention of gas-lights, but this does 
not attract the attention of the na- 
tions ; but there is to be a city called 
Zion, and a house of the Lord in the 
top of the mountains, that are not to 
be lighted up with gas, but by the 
glory of the God of Israel — *' I will 
create upon every dwelling-place of 
Mount Zion, ,T &c. ; not on one house 
alone, but upon every dwelling- place* 
"a cloud and smoke by day, and the 
shining of a flaming fire by night." 
The nations will be struck with won- 
der, and will say, 4i If that people have 
such great power, let us leave our own 
lands and countries ; for it must be 
that those people are the people of 
God, for their houses are enveloped in 
a flame of fire every night, because of 
His glory : let us go up there, and 
know what His will is concerning us." 

But the prophecies are so full upon 
these subjects, and the time so far ex- 
pired, that I will stop where I am, 
without saying any more. 


CONSECRATION. 

A Discourse bij President BngJtam Young t Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt La he 

City, June 3, 1855. 


The blessings bestowed upon the 
Saints are in many instances consid- 
ered sacrifices, and for this reason I 
have concluded to say a few words 
upon the law of consecration, surplus 
property, and tithing. 

The law of consecration was reveal- 
ed previous to the brethren's going to 
Jackson County, or about the time 
they went ; after they left Jackson 
County and went to Caldwell, inas- 
much as the people did not under- 


stand why they should be called upon, 
to consecrate ; for if a man possessed 
more than he needed, the Lord was 
welcome to it anyhow, but if a man 
did not possess more than he really 
thought he needed, they concluded 
there should bo no such law as the 
law of consecration, or the law of 
tithing : and in consequence of many 
questions being asked upon the sub- 
ject, a revelation was given after the 
Prophet had cried unto the Lord, say- 


ing, O Lord, show unto thy servants 1 
how much of the property of thy peo- 
ple thou ilnst require for tithing. 

This revelation was given in Feb 
ruary, 1831, and I will read a part of 
it, commencing at the 8th paragraph — 
" If thou lovest me, thou shalt serve 
me and keep all iny commandments, | 
And behold, thou wilt remember the 
poor, and consecrate of thy properties 
for their support that which thou 
hast to impart unto them, with a cove- 
nant and a deed which cannot be bro- 
ken ; and inasmuch as ye impart of 
your substance unto the poor, ye will 
do it unto me, and they shall be laid 
before the Bishop of my Church and 
his Counsellors, two of the Elders, or 
High Priests, such as he shall or has 
appointed and set apart for that pur- 
pose, 9. And it shall come to pass 
that after they are laid before the 
Bishop of my Church, and after that 
he has received these testimonies con- 
cerning the consecration of the pro- 
perties of my Church, that they can- 
not be taken frotn the Church, agree- 
ably to my commandments ; every man 
shall be made accountable unto me, a 
steward over his own property, or that 
which he has received by consecration, 
inasmuch as is sufficient for himself 
and family/' 

It is hardly worth while for me to 
say anything about the disposition of 
the people ; still, when a person can 
realize that men do not know them- 
selves, we consider it proper to tell 
them who they are, what they are, 
and how they feel. It would not be 
worth while for me or for any other 
person to talk about their dispositions, 
the nature of their intentions, their 
attachments to the world, their sym- 
pathies, passions, or anything of the 
kind, were it not that people are often 
blinded in their minds, and do not 
know themselves : hence it is proper 
enough to make a few remarks about 
themselves, ! 

I will read another revelation given 


in April, 18:52 — " Verily thus saith 
the Lord, in addition to the laws of 
the Church concerning women and 
children, those who belong to the 
Church, who have lost their husbands 
or fathers. Women have claim on their 
husbands for their maintenance until 
their husbands are taken, and if they 
are not found transgressors they shall 
have fellowship in the Church ; and 
if they are not faithful, they shall not 
have fellowship in the Church ; yet 
they may remain upon their inherit- 
ances according to the laws of the 
laud." 

Paragraph )i. "All children have 
claim upon their parents for their 
maintenance until they are of age ; 
and after that they have claim upon 
the Church ; or in other words, upon 
the Lord "s storehouse, if their parents 
have not wherewith to give them in- 
heritances. And the storehouse shall 
he kept by the consecrations of the 
Church, and widows and orphans shall 
be provided for, as also the poor. 
Amen. 1 ' 

There is another revelation still 
prior to this time, stating that it is 
the duty of all people who go to Zion 
to consecrate all their property to the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. This revelation was referred 
to at the April Conference in 1 854. 
It was one of the first commandments 
or revelations given to this people 
after they had the privilege of organ- 
izing themselves as a Church, as a 
body, as the kingdom of God on tho 
earth, I observed then, and I now 
think, that it will be one of the last 
revelations which the people will re- 
ceive into their hearts and under- 
standings, of their own free will and 
choice, and esteem it as a pleasure, a 
privilege, and a blessing unto them to 
observe and keep most holy. 

It is time the privilege of consecra- 
ting their property was given to tho 
people, it is the will of the Lord they 
should enjoy this blessing and privi* 
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lege, those who choose to band over 
their property ; to whom ? To Him 
who has given them everything they 
possess: Ho owns all they possess, 
and they have no property, more or 
less, only that whh'h actually belongs 
to the Lord, and He deals it out and 
bestows it where it seemeth Him 

good, J < • i* 

It is not for me to rise up and say 
that I can give to the Lord, for in 
reality I have nothing to give. I 
seem to have some tiling, why? Be- 
cause the Lord has seen fit to brititf 
me forth, and has blessed my efforts 
in gathering things which are desira- 
ble, and which are termed property. 
He has instituted a plan and order, 
has organized this planet, and peopled 
it by His wisdom and power. He has 
given mo my being upon this earth 
which is His, for 44 the earth is the 
Lord V" ftnd all that pertaineth to it, 
all the elements, no matter how they 
are organized, no matter what element 
it is, it is the element the Lord has 
brought together to compose the earth. 
Was it His in the beginning ? It 
was. Did He cause the atoms of ele- 
ments to come together to organize 
the earth ? He did. He did bring 
forth the earth, and formed and or- 
ganized it as it was in the beginning, 
and made it perfect, pure, and holy. 

To whom do these elements belong 
now ? To the same Being who owned 
them in the beginning. The earth is 
still His, and its fulness, and that in- 
cludes each 0110 of us, and also in- 
cludes all that we seem to possess. 
It includes all the elements, in what- 
ever shape, form, or condition, and 
wherever they are situated, whether 
iu the native state, or in a state of 
organisation for the comfort and bene- 
fit of man. 

The ability which we have to bring 
them together we hare received of the 
Lord, by His free gift, and He has 
made us capable of performing many 
things for His glorv. for His wisdom. 


and for the exaltation of those crea- 
tures He has brought forth and made. 
Has He not endowed mankind with 
intelligence ? He has created them 
but a little lower than the angels. 
They have received wisdom, know- 
ledge, and understanding, and are or- 
ganized to receive power, glory, and 
honor. If they are industrious, pru- 
dent, and filled with understanding to 
know from where these favors eman- 
ate, of course they will attribute all 
the power and goodness to the honor 
and glory of the Being who bestowed 
them. 

As I have already observed, the peo- 
ple are ignorant : they do not know 
themselves, do not understand their 
own organization, or from whence they 
are : if they did, there would be no 
necessity of talking to the people upon 
these points. We are here on the 
earth, we live, and find ourselves en- 
tluwed with wonderful powers, and it 
seems as though we, as individuals, 
were perfectly independent of every 
creature or being throughout the im- 
mensity of space. We cannot see our 
superiors, and we do not fully realize 
from whence we have received any- 
thing we now have in our possession. 
This is in consequence of our short- 
sightedness, of our want of under- 
standing, and of our lack of the know- 
ledge of eternal beings. Herein is 
where mankind fail, lacking that 
which we might have in our posses* 
sion, viz. — the light of the revelations 
of Jesus Christ, the light of the Holy 
Spirit, the light of heaven. This is 
the privilege of the Latter-day Saints, 
but they do not enjoy it as much as 
they might ; consequently it is right 
to talk about these matters, and to" 
instruct the people. 

If we could perceive and fully un- 
derstand that all the ability and know- 
ledge we have, every good we possess, 
every bright idea, every pure affection, 
and every good vision of mind from 
our infancy to the present time, are 
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all the free gift of the Lord, and 
that we of ourselves have nothing ori- 
ginal, we should be much better prepar- 
ed and far more ready to act faithful* 
lj and wisely under all circumstances. 
Every good thing is in His hands, is 
subject to His power, belongs to Him, 
and is only handed over to us, for the 
time being, to sec what use we will 
make of it. 

If we will improve, be faithful and 
diligent in all the blessings bestowed 
upon us, we then have the principle 
of increase, and this is the great bless- 
ing given to man, and was the pro- 
mise which Abraham received at the 
hands of the Lord. Abraham was 
fearful he would not increase and 
multiply his posterity on the earth, 
though he might increase in power, 
wisdom, and knowledge himself; and 
reflected. 14 I have no children, or 
even prospect of them, to rise up and 
bless me, or to honor and revere my 
name in coming generations." The 
Lord, however, gave him this promise, 
*' You have been faithful, and gained 
wisdom and knowledge in every bless- 
ing I have bestowed upon you ; and 
now I will give you a promise that 
you shall yet have a posterity, and it 
shall multiply upon the face of the 
earth, and iinallv, the end of the mini- 
her thereof no man can tell, for your J 
seed shall be as numerous as the sands 
npon the sea shore, or the stars in ; 
the firmament, and to their increase J 
there shall be no end." The same 
blessing was promised to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It was the privilege of 
Abraham to recei\*e knowledge, wis- 
Join, and understanding, but this did 
not satisfy him, he wanted to see his 
children multiply. When Abraham 
has passed a certain ordeal and proved 
himself faithful, he will receive honor, 
power, glory, and exaltation, which he 
is made as capable of attaining in the 
future as those were who acted pre- 
vious to his day. Were not this the 
case, the intelligence, the power of 


the mind, the spirit that is placed in 
the body, and all that pertain to life 
in this stage of action, or prior to our 
coming into the world, are not made 
honorable ; and if they are not honor- 
ed by the creature, by the principle 
that is placed in him, that organiza- 
tion is liable to decompose. Can you 
understand this ? For instance, let a 
man or woman who has received much 
of the power of God, visions and reve- 
lations, turn away from the holy com- 
mandments of the Lord, and it seems 
that their senses are taken from them, 
their understanding and judgment in 
righteousness are taken away, they go 
into darkness, and become like a blind 
person who gropes by the wall. Many 
of you witness this almost daily. Such 
will continue to go on the retrograde 
path until they are decomposed ; while 
those who are faith fid will continue to 
increase, and this is the great blessing 
the Lord has given to, or placed with* 
in the reach of, the children of man, 
even to be capable of receiving eternal 
lives. 

To have such a promise so sealed 
upon our heads, which no power on 
earth, in heaven, or beneath the earth 
can take from us, to be sealed up 
to the day of redemption and have the 
promise of eternal Hves, is the greatest 
gift of all. The people do not fully 
understand these things and have 
them not in full vision before their 
minds, if they did I will tell you* 
plainly and in honesty, that there is 
not a trial which the Saints are called 
to pass through that they would not 
realize and acknowledge to be their 
greatest blessing. 

I will give you my reasons for this ; 
if Adam had not sinned, and if his 
posterity had continued upon the 
earth, they could not have known sin, 
or the bitter from the sweet, neither 
would they have known righteousness, 
for the plain and simple reason that 
every effect can only be fully mani- 
fested by its opposite. If the Saints 
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could realize things as they are when 
they are called to pass though trials, 
and to suffer what they call sacrifices, 
they would acknowledge them to he 
the greatest blessings that could be 
bestowed upon them. But put them 
in possession of true principles and 
true enjoyments, without the opposite, 
and they could not know enjoyment, 
they could not realize happiness. They 
could not tell light from darkness, be- 
cause they have no knowledge of dark* 
ness and consequently are destitute of 
a realizing sense of light. If they 
should not taste the hitter, how could 
they realize the sweet? They could 
not. They would be like a machine, 
and could not approximate to the 
standard of the present enjoyment of 
the brute, and probably not even to 
that of the vegetable kingdom. To 
know the bitter they must taste it ; 
they must be made acquainted with 
the evil there is in existence, or they 
cannot realize the good. If the peo- 
ple could see and understand things 
as they are, instead of saying, " I have 
sacrificed a great deal for this king- 
dom," thev would understand that 

if 

they had made no sacrifices at all. 
They have received the blessing of 
the knowledge of God, to know and 
understand things as they are, that 
they may contrast between the evil 
and the good, between the light and 
the darkness, between that which is 
of God, and that which is not of God, 
between that which is calculated to 
exalt and glorify the people, and that 
which is calculated to carry them 
down to destruction* and waste them 
away until they would be no more. 

It is a curious idea, but one in fa- 
vor of which there is much testimo- 
ny, that when people take the down- 
ward road, one that is calculated to 
destroy them, they will actually in 
everr sense of the word be destroved, 
IVill thev be what is termed annihila- 
ted? No, there is no such thing as 
annihilation, for you cannot destroy the 


elements of which things are made* 
Jlut Jesus will take the kingdom, and 
reign until he has destroyed death, 
and him that hath the power of death, 
which is the devil. The people think 
that many of the revelations of the 
Lord are hard, and say, 11 The Lord 
has given this revelation to try me, to 
try the strength of my faith.' 5 It is 
the Lords design that His people 
should have an experience ; hence I 
will not dispute for one moment but 
what it was the will of the Lord that 
we should be made acquainted with 
darkness, and subjected to vanity. 

In my fullest belief, it was the de- 
sign of the Lord that Adam should 
partake of the forbidden fruit, and I 
believe that Adam knew all about it 
before he came to this earth. I be- 
lieve there was no other way leading 
to thrones and dominions only for 
him to transgress, or take that posi- 
tion which transgression alone could 
place man in, to descend below all 
things, that they might ascend to 
thrones, principalities, and powers; 
for they could not ascend to that emi- 
nence without first descending, nor 
upon any other principle. 

I do not dispute but what you and 
I, naturally, should love the world : 
this I verily believe* I believe the 
Lord has designed, from ages imme- 
morial, that we should be in darkness 
and ignorance, and at the same thno 
I believe it is His will that we should 
receive light and intelligence in order 
that we may understand true princi- 
ple, and the true position which the 
Saints should take to contrast continu- 
ally between the evil and the good. I 
believe all this, just as much as I be- 
lieve anything else pertaining to man- 
kind. It is then the design of the 
Lord that mankind should be placed 
IB this dark, ignorant, and selfish 
state, that wc should naturally cling 
to the earth ; far, as it *as said here 
last Sabbath, the earth is very good 
in and of itself* and has abided a celes- 
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tial law, consequently we should not 
despise it, nor desire to leave it t but 
rather desire and strive to obey the 
*ame law that the earth abides, and 
abide it as honorably as does the 
earth. 

If we do abide this law thus faith* 
fully, we are sure to get our resurrec- 
tion atid exaltation, for then we can 
see and understand things as they are. 
Then instead of concluding that the 
Lord has drawn us into difficulties, 
and compelled us to do that which is ' 
unpleasant to our feelings, and to suffer 
sacrifice upon sacrifice to no purpose, 
we shall understand that He kis design- 
ed all this to prepare us to dwell in His 
presence, to possess His Spirit, which 
is right and intelligent, for nothing 
but purity and holiness can dwell 
where He is. He has so ordained it, 
that by the natuVal mind we cannot 
see and understand the things of God, 
therefore we must then seek unto the 
Lord, and get His Spirit and the 
light thereof, to understand His will. 
And when He is calling us to pass 
through that which we call afflictions, 
trials, temptations, and difficulties, did 
we possess the light of the Spirit, we 
ivould consider this the greatest bless- 
ing that could be bestowed upon us. 

When the Lord gave the revelation 
instructing us in our duty as to con- 
secrating what we have, if the people 
then could have understood things 
precisely as they are, and had obeyed 
that revelation, it would have been 
neither more nor less than yielding 
up that which is not their own, to 
Him to whom it belongs. And so it is 
now. But what vain and foolish prin- 
ciples and ideas have crept into the 
world, and have occupied the minds 
of the people ! They are far from the 
tjrue principles of salvation and god- 
liness ; and the world has sunk so far 
in wickedness, wretchedness, mis un- 
derstanding, and every kind of igno- 
rance, aud every species of wickedness 
which can be devised and introduced 


by the devil and the people combined, 
that even some of the Saints are al- 
most persuaded to think that the 
Lord has called upon them to conse- 
crate, to give up something which tbev 
consider their own, but in reality is 

■ 

not, to somebodv that never did own 
it. Some of the people feel thus, and 
it is in consequence of the wickedness 
that is on the earth. The Lord has 
not called for one farthing's worth 
which is not His own. The people 
could not own it, and if they did, have 
they power to preserve it ? No, Can 
they preserve their building* from the 
raging elements of fire ? No. Have 
they power over their grain to keep it 
from mould, to preserve it from blight, 
and from the ravages from insects? 
No. Have they power to preserve 
their animals in life? No, Can they do 
these things independent of the power 
of the Lord Almighty ? No. It is 
a vain and foolish thought for men to 
think they own anything of themselves, 
for they do not. It is here in our 
possession, but how came it so ? They 
do not know. Life is here, but do 
they know the power that gave it, or 
the mode of its coming ? Vegetation 
and animals, in great variety, teem 
upon the face of the earth, but are 
mankind familiar with the secret 
springs of their growth and existence? 
Men ought, in the first place, to find 
out how these things came, and who 
produced them. They will acknow- 
ledge at once that there never was a 
house which was not built, and under- 
stand the principles of human art, but 
do not fully understand the operations 
of nature, though they proceed upon 
simple and natural principles, 

Hence they see the mountains and 
do not know how they are made, the 
grass, but do not know upon what 
principle it grows ; the cattle come 
and go, but they do not know their 
first origin. Mankind spread abroad 
upon the earth, but do not know how 
they came here, and aro not familiar 
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with the workings of the power that 
sustains thetu. This the people ought 
to find out in the first place* and then ! 
they will know that the earth is the 
Lord's, and the fulness thereof, and 
that there is an eternity of matter yet 
to bo organized. When the Saints 
find out the truth as it is, they will 
learn that they have nothing to con- ; 
seerate in reality, that they have no- 
thing to give to the Lord, because 
they hold nothing but what already 
belongs to Him, We seem to possess 
much, and if we are faithful and en- 
dure to the end will be crowned, and 
then the Lord will say, ' It is enough, 
you have proved yourselves faithful," 
Comparatively speaking, He will talk * 
with them as a father does with his 
children. To one son he says, ** Go 
and improve that farm, though I do 
not deed it to you ; " to another he 
says, 11 Take that farm ; w and to a third, 
41 Take this f and all upon the same 
conditions, M and I will see what you 
will do with these ray farms/' They 
think the farms are already theirs, 
but thev are mistaken, for the father 
did not deed the farms to them. The 
eldest son fences, plows, and improves 
it, builds a house and a good barn 
upon it, plants ati orchard, raises cat- 
tle, and makes the possession much 
more valuable than when the father 
put it into his hands. * 4 Now, John," 
says the father, "you have proved 
yourself a wise and faithful steward, I 
will now give you a deed of this pro- 
perty which I have owned so long, 
that it may be your property/* He 
says to William, "How is it with your 
farm ? " " Well, father, it is much 
the same as when you gave it to me 
to improve ; I have "not done much ; 
I raised a little wheat and corn," 
4t Where is your house, William, ? " 
"0 1 was not sure that the land was 
mine, and I did not build one." " Why 
did you not build a barn ? " ** Well, 
I did not know that I was going to , 
possess it, so I did not put myself to 
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that trouble ; as for an orchard, I was 
! not going to set one out for you to 
give to some other of the bovs/' " You 
are an unfaithful steward, and vou can 
go now and get you a farm, and I will 
take this that you might have improv- 
ed, and possessed for an everlasting 
inheritance, and give it to John, for 
he has been faithful/' The parable 
delivered by Jesus Christ is a fit il- 
lustration of this principle, wherein 
he likens the kingdom of heaven to a 
man travelling into a far country, who 
called his own servants, and delivered 
unto them his goods ; " and unto one 
he gave live talents, to another two, 
and to another one/ 1 <£c, The one 
who received the one talent hid it up; 
he was unfaithful and unprofitable, 
and so his master took away from him 
the one talent, and gave to him that 
had ten. So it is with the Lord in all 
things. If men are faithful, the time 
will come when they will possess the 
power and the knowledge to obtain, 
organize, bring into existence, and 
i own, 44 What, of themselves, indepen- 
dent of their Creator?" No. But 
they and their Creator will always be 
one, they will always be of one heart 
and of one mind, working and operating 
together ; for whatsoever the Father 
doeth so doeth the son, and so they 
continue throughout all their opera- 
j tions to all eternity, John will be 
counted worthy to receive his inherit 
ance, but William will be disinherited, 
and that which he seemed to have will 
be taken from him, and given to the 
faithful steward. What have we that 
is really our own to consecrate ? No- 
thing at all. What is otir doty? 
It is our duty to improve upon every 
blessing the Lord gives to us. If He 
gives us land, improve it ; if He gives 
us the privilege of building honsep* 
improve it ; if He gives us wives and 
children, try and teach them the ways 
of the Lord, and exalt them above the 
dark, degraded, and sunken state of 
mankind, &c. ; if He gives m 
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privilege of gathering together, let us 
sanctifj ourselves. In His providence 
He has called the Latter-day Saints 
from tho world, has gathered them 
from other nations, and given them a 1 
place upon the earth* Is this a bles- 
sing ? Yes, one of the greatest the 
people can enjoy, to be free from the 
wickedness of the wicked, from the 
calamities and clamor of the world. 
15 v this blessing we can show to our 1 
lather in Heaven that we are faithful 
stewards ; and more, it is a blessing 
to have the privilege of handing back 
to 11 im that which He has put in 
our possession, and not say it is ours, 
until He shall say it from the heavens. 
Then it is plain that what I seem to 
have I do not in reality own, and I 
will hand it back to the Lord when 
He calls for it ; it belongs to Him, 
and it is His all the time. I do not 
own it, 1 never did. He has called 
upon the people to consecrate their 
property, to see whether they could 
understand so simple a thing as this. 
When they bow down to worship the 
Lord, they acknowledge that the earth 
is His, and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills ; and tell the Lord there is no 
sacrifice they are not willing to make 
for the sake of the religion of Jesus 
Christ. The people were crying this 
continually among the churches when 
the Book of Mormon came forth, and 
the Lord spoke through Joseph, re- 
vealing the law of consecration, to see 
whether they were willing to do as 
they said in their prayers. In their 
weekly meetings they have told how 
the Lord has blessed them and for- 
given their sins, what glorious visions j 
they have had, and have declared that ; 
the Lord w;i* present, and that they 
had angels to visit them, and they felt 
so good that they would give all for 
Christ Said the Lord to Joseph, 
1 See if they will give their farms to 
me." What was the result ? They 
would not do it, though it was one of 
the plainest things in the world. No 
No. 20.] 


revelation that was evier given is more 
easy of comprehension than that on 
the law of consecration, which tho 
Christians had acknowledged all their 
days, and we are all Christians by 
birth, and all believed that we owned 
nothing, but that all belonged to the 
Giver of all good. We believe in God 
the Father, and in His Son Jesus 
Christ, the Savior of the world, and 
we believe that he was actually going 
to possess the earth, and reign with 
his people on the earth ; that all is 
his, and for ever will be- Yet, when 
the Lord spoke to Joseph, instructing 
him to counsel the people to conse- 
crate their possessions, and deed them 
over to the Church in a covenant that 
cannot be broken, would the people 
listen to it? No, but they began to 
lind out that they were mistaken, and 
had only acknowledged with their 
mouths that the things which they 
possessed were the Lord's. When 
the Latter-day Saints arise to speak, 
or bear testimony in their meetings, 
they tell us about the Lord's owning 
the earth, and being the maker of it, 
and I have thought, sometimes, that 
we could pick up a class that would 
acknowledge this principle, both out 
of doors and in. Not like a man who 
spoke to me last summer, as I was 
riding in my carriage; he shook hands 
with rap, and kept a firm hold of the 
carriage with his other hand, and said, 
** Brother Brigham, how do you do? I 
am going to consecrate all my pro- 
perty, could you not buy me a farm ?" 
I got ray hand out of his, and the other 
off from the wheel, and he went reel- 
ing with drunkenness, and I told him 
I did not want anything to do with 
such men. 

Another says, u Brother Brigham, 
I want to consecrate all I have, but 
you must build me a house for it* or 
get me my wood. 1 ' This class will 
acknowledge that all is the Lord's, 
both out door and in. I wish to see 
the people acknowledge the principle 
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of consecration in their works, as well 
as in their prayers* Do I, as an in- 
dividual, want to see the people deed 
all they have to the Church ? It does 
Dot concern me individually : I would 
not give the ashes of a rye straw for a 
personal deed of all the Latter-day 
Saints possess. Yet they are trying 
to acknowledge that all is the Lord's, 
and will say, "Let brother Brighani 
come and get what he wants, hut I do 
not believe in giving up this property* 
it is mine, and I may want to trade 
this, that, or the other article." I do 
not want one red cent from vou, but 
the Lord would be glad to see the 
people practise out of doors what they 
hypocritically profess before Him in 
doors. They say they are the Lords, 
and when their children are taken 
sick, or their wives, fathers, mothers, 
or husbands are taken sick, 0, 
how humble they then are, and 
they will send for the Elders to 
pray for them, and acknowledge that 
all is the Lord s, and say, 44 We give 
ourselves and all we have to thee/* 
The Lord makes them well by His 
power, through the ordinances of His 
house, but will they consecrate? No. 
They say, ** It is mine, and I will have 
it mvself." There is the treasure, and 
the heart is with it, and what will be 
the end thereof? That which thev 
seem to have will be given to those 
who are faithful, and they will receive 
nothing at all. They will not get an 
inheritance upon the earth, and can- 
not he crowned as kings and rulers in 
the kingdom of God ; but if they are 
saved at all it will be as servants, to 
do the drudgery of those who are faith- 
ful, and who live the religion out 
doors which they say they have in their 
hearts. If the people knew them- 
selves, if they understood their own 
feelings and reasonings, and the spirits 
that operate upon them, and of what 
spirit they are, there would be no need 
of thus talking to them. 

When the revelation which I have 


read was given in IS 38, 1 was present, 
and recollect the feelings of the bre- 
thren. A number of revelations were 
given on the same day. The breth ren 
wished me to go among the Churches, 
and find out what surplus property 
the people had, with which to forward 
the building of the Temj-W we weru 
commencing at Far West. I accord- 
ingly went from place to place through 
the country. Before I started, I 
asked brother Joseph, 14 Who shall be 
the judge of what is surplus property?" 
Said he, "Let them be the judges 
themselves, for I care not if they do 
not give a single dime. So far as I 
am concerned, I do not want anything 
they have." 

Then I replied, " I will go and ask 
them for their surplus property :" and 
I did so ; I found the people said they 
were willing to do about as they were 
counselled, but, upon asking them 
about their surplus property, most of 
the men who owned land aud cattle 
would say, ** I have got so many hun- 
dred acres of land, and I have got so 
many boys, and I want each one of 
them to have eighty acres, therefore 
this is not surplus property/' Again, 
" I have got so many girls, and I do 
not believe I shall be able to give 
them more than forty acres each. 1 ' 
** Well, you have got two or three 
hundred acres left." " Yes, but I have 
a brother-in-law coming on, and he 
will depend on me for a living ; my 
wife s nephew is also coming on, he is 
poor, and I shall have to furnish him 
a farm after he arrives here." I would 
go on to the next one, and he would 
have more land and cattle than he 
could make use of to advantage. It 
is a laughable idea, but is neverthe- 
less true, men would tell me they were 
young and beginning the world, an 
would say, " We have no children, 
but our prospects are good, and we 
think we shall have a family of child- 
ren, and if we do, we want to give thera 
eighty acres of land each ; wo have 
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no surpl us property." " How many cat- 
tle have you ?" ** So many." " How 
many horses, &c T " So many, but I 
have made provisions for all these, and 
I have use for every thing I have got." 

Some were disposed to do right 
with their surplus property, and once 
in a while you would find a man who 
had a cow which he considered sur- 
plus, but generally she was of the 
class that would kick a person's bat 
off, or eves out, or the wolves had 
eaten off her teats. You would once 
in a while find a man who had a horse 
that he considered surplus, but at the 
same time he had the ringbone, was 
broken-winded, spavined in both legs, 
had the pole evil at one end of the 
neck and a fistula at the other, and 
Loth knees sprung. 

This is the description of surplus 
property that some would offer to the 
Lord. Such have been the feelings of 
a great many men. They would come 
to me and say, u Brother Brighara, I 
want to pay my tithing; please come 
outside here, I wish to show you a 
horse I have got. I want to raise 
fifty dollars on this horse, and the 
balance I am willing to turn in on 
tithing. If you will pay me twenty 
dollars in money, ten in store par, and 
so much on another man's tithing, 
and so much on my own, you shall - 
hare the horse for eighty dollars ;" 
when I could get as good a one for 
forty. I make no such trades. Some 
of our brethren would actually take a 
horse worth no more than forty dollars, 
pay fifty, and give credit on tithing 
lor thirty. 

I mention these things to illustrate 
the feelings of many of the people, for 
they do not understand the spirit they 
are of. When a man wishes to give 
anything, let him give the best he has 
got. The Lord has given to me all I 
possess ; I have nothing in reality, 
not a single dime of it is mine. You 
may ask, ** Do you feel as you say T 
Yee 3 1 actually do. The coat I have 


on my back is not mine, and never 
was; the Lord put it in my posses- 
sion honorably, and I wear it ; but if 
He wishes for it, and all there is under 
it, He is welcome to the whole. I do 
not own a house, or a single foot of 
land, a horse, mule, carriage, or wagon, 
nor wife, nor child, but what the Lord 
gave me, and if He wants them, He 
can take them at His pleasure, whe- 
ther He speaks for them, or takes 
them without speaking. Should this 
be the feeling to animate every bosom ? 
It should. What have vou to conse- 
crate that is actually your own ? No- 
thing. The time will come when the 
people will look back on their first ex- 
perience, and they will realise that that 
which they now consider hardship was 
their greatest blessing. They are 
called to leave their homes, their 
parents, their families, and their na- 
tive country. They are called away 
by the providence of God to what they 
now consider to be sorrow ; but it is 
not so, it is only an experience put 
into the possession of the Saints, that 
j they may know the blessings of eter- 
nity. There is no being in eternity 
about whom we have ever read or 
heard, but what has suffered in like 
manner as we have, for it was by suf- 
fering they had to gain their exalta- 
tion, as you and I will have to do. 

When was there a beginning? 
There never was one ; if there was, 
there will be an end ; but there never 
was a beginning, and hence there will 
never be an end ; that looks like eter- 
nity. When we talk about the begin- 
ning of eternity t it is rather simple 
conversation, and goes far beyond the 
capacity of man. All beings will go 
into a future state, and what do you 
suppose those think who are there 
now ? Do you suppose that Joseph 
the Prophet thinks he has sacrificed 
anything on this earth ? No. But 
the Lord led him in a way that he 
might understand glory, exaltation, 
and power — that he might compre- 
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hend the blessings the Lord gave to 
him. Suppose you had a diamond 
of the finest water, as large as my fist, 
and worth millions of pounds sterling, 
and you gave it to one who did not 
know its value, he would put it in the 
mud, as quick as he would a potatoe ; 
and a very ignorant person would 
know no difference between a piece of 
gold and a piece of bright copper. 
He has to learn the distinction by 
those principles of knowledge which 
the Lord places in the hearts of the 
human family to enable them to con- 
trast the one with the other, and to 
know everything by its opposite. 
Take a little girl who has no more 
knowledge than to think that piece of 
white paper is just as good to make a 
frock of as a piece of good lawn, and 
she has to wait until she grows up to 
that knowledge* All the Prophets 
have had to learn in a similar manner; 
Joseph learned in that way, and so 
must we* ! 

How long have we got to live before 
we find out that we have nothing to 
consecrate to the Lord — that all be- 
longs to the Father in heaven ; that 
these mountains are His ; the valleys, 
the timber, the water, the soil ; in fine, 
the earth and its fulness? 

You now see one of His armies 
passing through here, sweeping every- 
thing before them. Has He nothing 
to do with these grasshoppers that are 
destroying our crops? Yes, as He 
has with every thing else on the earth. 
Has He anything to do with the lo- 
custs in Egypt ? Yes ; but they are i 
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not satisfied with eating the vegetation, 
but will eat a man s shoes oft" from bis 
feet, and the beard from his face, for 
when a man lies down to sleep, he is 
in danger of losing his mustachios. 
These are some of the armies of the 
Lord ; He made them and He made 
man, the one as well as the other. 
He made man but a little lower than 
the angels, and next to man the brute 
creation, and filled the earth with all 
varieties of seeds and insects ; He 
made the earth and all connected with 
it, organized it, and brought it forth, 
and now He intends to see what the 
people will do with it ; whether they are 
disposed to do anything more than to 
say, "This is mine, and that is thine." 

Observe the men who have come 
into this Church rich in property, and 
where can you find one who has said, 
H l brought fifty, forty, or twenty thou- 
sand dollars into this Church," but 
what they have either come begging 
to the Church at last, or apostatized ? 
If you cling to the world, and say itis 
hard for you to do this or that, recol- 
lect that the love of the Father is not 
in you. Let me love the world as He 
loves it, to make it beautiful, and 
glorify the name of my Father in 
heaven. It does not matter whether 
I or anybody else owns it, if we only 
work to beautify it and make it glori- 
ous, it is all right. Let me do what 
I am called to do, and be contented 
with my lot, and not worry about this , 
that, or the other. I have spoken long 
enough. May God bless you. Amen. 
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A B t$ course by President Brig ham Young t Delivered in the TubernacU 9 Great Salt Lake 

City, July 8, 1S55* 


I will make a few remarks upon the 
same subject that was presented this 
forenoon, although there were many 
leading items in those remarks that 
would require a considerable length of 
time tor me to give my views upon 
them, and to explain fully what I un- 
derstand in relation to them. My 
brethren, who rise here to speak to 
the people, are also aware that it is 
impossible to fully explain to the con- 
gregation all the points that may be 
alluded to in a discourse. 

Hence I design to speak a few 
words concerning the Kingdom of 
God. Not that I would disagree in 
the Ica^t from the remarks made by 
brothers Grant and Pratt, or that we 
differ in our views upon this subject. 
It is an extensive one, and the usual 
time never permits a person, in one 
short discourse, to fully explain such 
subjects as were presented for our edi- 
fication this morning, I noticed 
throughout the remarks of both of the 
brethren that they did not make suf- 
ficient distinction, nor make it plain 
to the minds of the people, that the 
Kingdom *of God would be different, 
in a certain sense, from all other 
kingdoms and empires upon the earth : 
this wa^i for the want of time. In pub- 
lic speaking a man's mind is often led 
from one idea to another, branching to 
the right and to the left upon matters 
aud points that need explanation, and 
I presume this is more particularly 
the case upon the subject of the King- 
dom than any other. 

If you and I could live in the flesh 


until that Kingdom is fully establish- 
ed, and actually spread abroad to rule 
in a temporal poin t of view, we should 
find that it will sustain and uphold 
every individual in what they deem 
their individual rights, so far as they 
do not infringe upon the rights of 
their fellow creatures. For instance, 
if the Kingdom of God was now estab- 
lished upon the continent of North 
and South America, and actually held 
rule and dominion over what we call 
the United States, the Methodist 
would be protected just as much as 
the Latter-day Saiuts; the Friend 
Quakers, the Shaking Quakers, and 
the members of every religious deno- 
mination would be sustained in what 
they considered to be their rights, so 
far as their notions were not incom- 
patible with the laws of the Kingdom. 

The Calvinist would be equally 
preserved in his rights, whether he 
believed, wished to believe, or said he 
believed and did not believe, that 
God has fore -ordained whatsoever 
comes to pass, and has dictated from 
all eternity the acts of the children of 
men down to the end of time, em- 
bracing every sin and every transgres- 
sion of the law that has ever been 
committed upon the earth, from the 
first creation of man upon it; the 
Kingdom of God will protect him in 
that belief, and extend to him the 
privilege and the liberty of believing 
that, as fully as we should have the 
liberty of believing the opposite* 

Again, men would come and say, 
" ^Ye believe in the Christian religion, 
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bat we firmly believe that the God we 
wish to serve has no eyes, no ears, no 
mouth, no head, and no body, that he 
is not composed of elements, that he 
has no parts nor passions, that his cen- 
tre is everywhere, his circumference i 
no- where ; we firmly believe in serving 
such a God/* That people would be 
preserved in their rights just as much 
as the people who believe that God 
lives, exists, and has the power of 
seeing, hearing, knowing, and under- 
standing, and that we are organized 
and fashioned after, or, in other words, 
made like unto Him. 

This is what the Kingdom of God 
will do for the inhabitants of the earth. 
If a sect should arise and say, " We 
do not believe in a God at all, and 
only in that which we can see, hear, 
taste, and handle, that which we can 
understand, or in gods our own hands 
have made, which we have carved out 
of wood or stone, or cast from metal, 
we believe in serving only such god ; 
we have many gods, we have a god for 
every element that has come within 
the range of our understanding, one 
for the air, the water, the sun, the 
moon, the different planets, and the 
stars; we have a god of war and a 
god of peace, which we carve out of 
-wood and stone, or make them of sil- 
ver, gold, iron, or copper, and put 
thein in our temples. These are the 
gods we worship, and do not believe 
in any other god or gods 1 ' — even they 
would be preserved in their individual 
rights and belief, as much so as the 
Latter-day Saints. 

When the Kingdom of God is fully 
set up and established on the face of 
the earth, and takes the pre-eminence 
over all other nations and kingdoms, j 
it will protect the people in the enjoy- 
ment of all their rights, no matter 
what they believe, what they profess, 
or what they worship. If they wish 
to worship a god of their own work- 
manship, instead of the true and liv- 
ing God, all right, if they will mind 1 
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their own business and let other 
people alone. 

As was observed by brother Pratt, 
that Kingdom is actually organized, 
and the inhabitants of the earth do 
not know it If this people know any- 
thing about it, all right r it h organ- 
ized preparatory to taking effect in the 
due time of the Lord, and in the man- 
ner that shall please Him. As ob- 
served by one of the speakers this 
morning, that Kingdom grows out of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, but it is not the Church, 
for a man may be a legislator in that 
body which will issue laws to sustain 
the inhabitants of the earth in their 
individual rights, and still not belong 
to the Church of Jesus Christ at all. 

And further, though a man may 
not even believe in any religion, it 
would be perfectly right, when neces- 
sary, to give him the privilege of hold- 
ing a seat among that body which will 
make laws to govern all the nations of 
the earth and control those who make 
no profession of religion at all; for 
that body would be governed, con- 
trolled, and dictated to acknowledge 
others ia those rights which they wish 
to enjoy themselves. Then the Latter- 
day Saints would be protected, if a 
Kingdom of this kind was on tho 
earth, the same as all other people. 

It was observed this morning that 
the government of the United States 
was the best or most wholesome ono 
on the earth, and the best adapted to 
our condition. That is very true. 
And if the constitution of the United 
States, and the laws of the United 
States, and of the several States, were 
honored by the officers, by those who 
sit in judgment and dispense the laws 
to the people, yes, had even the letter 
of the law been honored, to say nothing 
of the spirit of it, of the spirit of right, 
it would have hung Governors, Judges, 
Generals, Magistrates, Ac, for they 
violated the laws of their own States, 

Such has been the case with our ene* 
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mies in every instance that this people 
have been persecuted, * If a person 
belonging to the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints was guilty 
of stealing while living in the States, 
or if anv of that Church were found 
guilty of murder, or any other trans- 
gression of the civil law, they ought to 
have been tried by the law, and have 
received the punishment affixed to the 
crime. Did any of the Latter-day 
Saints object to that? No, not one. 
Joseph the Prophet never objected to 
it, but on the contrary he urged it, 
prayed for it, and wished the Church 
to be delivered from all transgressors/ 
While we were in Illinois, if every 
trangressor of the law of that State, 
in our community, had been taken up 
and tried and punished, every Saint 
would have said, 4i Amen, we are bet- 
ter without than with them." So we 
say here, we are far better off without 
wicked men than with them. I would 
rather be in the midst of these moun- 
tains with one thousand, or even five 
hundred, men who are Latter-day 
Saints, than with five hundred thou- 
sand wicked men, in case all the forces 
of the earth were to come against us 
to battle, for God would light the bat- 
tles of the Saints, but He has not 
agreed to fight the battles of wicked 
men. 

I say again, that the constitution 
and laws of the United States, and the 
laws of the different Suites, as a gene- 
ral thing, are just as good as we want, 
provided they were honored. But we 
find Judges who do not honor the laws, 
yes, officers of the law dishonor the 
law. Legislators and law makers are 
frequently the first violators of the 
laws they make. ki When the wicked 
rule the people mourn/' and when the 
corruption of a people bears down the 
scale in favor of wickedness, that peo- 
ple is nigh unto destruction, 

We have the proof on hand, that 
instead of the laws being honored, tbev 
have been violated in every instance 


of persecution against this people; 
instead of the laws being made honor- 
able, they have been trampled under 
the feet of lawyers, judges, sheriffs, 
governors, legislators, and nearly all 
the officers of the government ; such 
persons are the most guilty of break- 
ing the laws. 

To diverge a little, in regard to 
those who have persecuted this people 
and driven them to the mountains, 
I intend to meet them on their own 
grounds. It vras asked this morning 
how we could obtain redress for our 
wrongs ; I will tell vou how it could 
be done, we could take the same law 
they have taken, viz., mobocracy, and 
if any miserable scoundrels come here, 
cut their throats. (All the people 
said, Amen.) 

This would be meting out that 
treatment to wicked men, which they 
had measured to innocent persons. 
We could meet them on their own 
ground, when they will not honor the 
law, but will kill the Prophets and de- 
stroy the innocent. They could drive 
the innocent from their homes, take 
their houses and farms, cattle and 
goods, and destroy men, women, and 
children, walking over the laws of the 
United States, trampling them under 
their feet, and not honoring a single law. 

Suppose I should follow the exam- 
ple they have shown us, and say, 
"Latter* ilay Saints, do ye likewise, 
and bid defiance to the whole clan of 
such men ? 11 Some who are timid 
might say, 41 ! our property will bo 
destroyed, and we shall be killed/* If 
any man here is a coward, there are 
fine mountain retreats for those who 
feel their hearts beating, at every 
little hue and cry of the wicked, as 
though they would break their ribs. 

After this year we shall very likely 
again have fruitful seasons. Now, 
you cowards, if there are anv, hunt in 
these mountains until you find soma 
cavern where no person can find you, 
and go there and store up grain 
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enough to last you and your families 
seven years ; then when the mob 
conies, take your wives aud your chil- 
dren, and creep into your den, and 
there remain until the war is over. 

Do not apostatize to save your 
lives, for if you do. you are sure to 
lose them, You mav do some good 
by laying up a little more grain than 
you want, and by handing out a biscuit 
to a brave hearted soldier passing by, 
hungry and fatigued. I could hide 
mvself in these mountains, and defv 
five hundred thousand men to find 
me. That is not all, I could hide 
this whole people, and fifty times 
more, in the midst of these mountains, 
and our enemies might hunt" until 
they died with old age, and they could 
not find us. You who are cowards, 
lay up your crops another year and 
hido them awav. 

You know that almost every time 
that Gentiles address us in public, they 
are very mindful to caution the Lat- 
ter-day Saiuts " not to fight, now don't 
fight' 1 Have we ever wanted to fight 
them ? No, but we have wanted to 
preach to them the Gospel of peace. 

Again, they say, 4i We are afraid 
that; you, Latter-day Saints, are be- 
coming aliens to the United States ; 
we are afraid your hearts are weaned 
from the brotherhood down vonder." 
Don't talk about weaning now, for we 
were weaned long ago, that is, we are 
or should be weaued from all wicked- 
ness and wicked men. I am so pat* 
fect.lv weaned that when I embraced 
44 Mormon ism," 1 could have loft fa- 
ther, mother, wife, children, and 
even- relation I had, and am wearied 
from everybody that will turn a deaf 
ear to the voice of revelation. We 
are already weaned, but remember, 
we are not weaned from the constitu- 
tion of the United States, but onlv 
from wickedness, or at least we should 
be. Let every man and woman rise 
up in the strength of their Gad, and 
in their hearts ask no favors of 


the wicked ; that is the way to live, 
and then let the wicked persecute, if 
they choose. 

Are we going to fight? No, unless 
they come upon us and compel us 
either to fight or be slain. 

Last fall we were visited bv some 
of the brotherhood from the east, 
and I said, M Come in, my brother, 
come into my house ; this is Mrs. 
Young, this is my daughter, and this 
is sister so and so, Wilford, Joseph, 
and William, open your houses and 
let these eastern brethren stay with 
us in comfortable quarters this it inter/* 
Wilford turns bib family out of a line 
house into a log cabin, to let the bro- 
therhood in. Not a person, with but 
one exception, opened his house for 
their accommodation, without first 
asking my counsel. I said, "Yes, 
open your houses, turn out your wives 
and children, aud let the brotherhood 
come in, aud prove to the old stock, 
that we are their friends if they will 
do anything like what is decent and 
we fur nibbed them comfortable winter 
quarters. 

Directly the brotherhood hegan to 
pass around, and, as brother Grant 
said to-day, with a glove half way on 
their fingers, apparently so virtuous 
in the day light that they durst not 
touch a female s hand with theirs, un- 
less gloved, but under the shadows of 
night they would go whisking around, 
here and there, saying, ■* Won't you 
take a sleigh ride with me this even- 
ing ? Step into my carriage, and take 
a ride*" 

These proceedings were directly in 
the face and eyes of this people. 
What did they do when 1 introduced 
them to a wife, a daughter, or a sister, 
with all the grace, politeness, and 
kindness that could be expected from 
any man ? As quick as my back was 
turned, it would be, *' JVliss, or Madam, 
I want to get into bed with you. Look 
here, you come to my office, wont you? 
I have a good bed there." 
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I will cut the matter short, and ask, 
once for all, did they return the com- 
pliment, and without exception reci- 
procate the kindness and courtesy 
with which they were invariably met ? 
No, they did not, at least not all of 
them, for several returned evil for 
good, and introduced wickedness and 
corruption into our midst, and the 
Lord knows that we alrcadv had en- 
oultIi of that t i contend with. 

Past experience has taught the 
brethren that in future it will proba- 
bly be the best policy to let soldiery 
quarter by themselves, and I am per- 
fectly willing. 

If persons come here and behave 
like gentlemen, they shall enjoy their 
rights, and we will enjoy ours or fight 
to the death. Let the laws of the 
United States he honored, and the 
laws of the individual States, and we 
will do as the Kingdom of God will 
do — protect every body in their rights. 

The experience of the last winter 
has taught us a good lesson, and we 
hope it has taught the people gene- 
Tally a lesson, I am troubled all the 
time with, " Brother Brigham," and 

President Young, I do love you, 
President Young," when at the same 
time some, who use such expressions, 
will have one arm round my neck, 
loving me dearly, and the other around 
the neck of a scoundrel, trying to get 
Christ and Belial together ; this I 
cannot endure. 

If a man will keep a grog-shop and 
permit wickedness to fester around 
him, or do anything else that is con- 
trary to the Christian religion taught 
in the New Testament, I say to all 
such, either stop it, or take your pro- 
perty and leave, for our laws do not 
tolerate it, and we will put them in 
force against you. As to again suffer- 
ing the wickedness and misrule of 
foul spirits that come into our midst, 
and are treated by us as gentlemen, 1 
will not. 

I will say to such official gentlemen 


as tell and boast 41 what the General 
Government is going to do," or 11 what 
they themselves will do/ 1 or ''what 
thej- want to do, M thinking to terrify 
the Latter-day Saints, that yoii may 
as well undertake to terrifv the Al- 
mighty on His throne, as to terrify a 
Latter-day Saint of the true stripe — 
one who has the true blood in him. 

True, there are many timid per- 
sons: timidity or fear is a weakness 
of the flesh ; but to that person who 
has so far obtained the victory over 
the flesh as to know how God is deal- 
ing with the people, there is no terror, 
for he is just as ready to die as to 
live, just as the Lord pleases; his ob- 
ject is to do right, and he fears not. 

The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
Jesus taught his disciples to pray that 
the kingdom of heaven might cum© 
upon the earth, ami when it does 
come, you will find that it will be very 
different from what many people are 
imagining or expecting it will be. Its 
spirit will be to preserve their indivi- 
dual rights sacred to the inhabitants 
of the earth. 

What is the foundation of the rights 
of man ? The Lord Ahniyhtv has or- 
ganized man for the express purpose 
of becoming an independent being 
like unto Himself, and has given him 
his individual agency, Man is made 
in the likeness of his Creator, the 
great archetype of the human species, 
who bestowed upon him the principles 
of eternity, planting immortality with- 
in him, and leaving him at liberty to 
act in the way that seemeth good unto 
him, to choose or refuse for himself; 
to he a Latter-day Saint or a Wesleyan 
Methodist, to belong to the Church of 
England, the oldest daughter of the 
Mother Church, to the old Mother 
herself, to her sister the Greek Church, 
or to be an infldel and belong to no 
church. 

As I have just stated, the Lord 
Almighty has organized every human 
creature for the express purpose of 
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becoming independent, and has de- 1 
signed that they should be capable of 
receiving the principles of eternity to 
a fulness ; and when they have received 
them unto a fulness, they are made 
perfect, like unto the Son of Man, 
and become Gods, even the Sons of 
God, 4 

I am so far from believing that any 
government upon this earth has con- 
stitutions and laws that are perfect, 
that I do not even believe that there 
is a single revelation, among the many 
God has given to the Church, that is 
perfect in its fulness. The revela- 
tions of God contain correct doctrine ; 
and principle, so far as they go ; but 
it is impossible for the poor, weak, 
low, grovelling, sinful inhabitants of 
the earth to receive a revelation from 
the Almighty in all its perfections. 
He has to speak to us in a manner to 
meet the extent of our capacities, as 
we have to do with these benighted 
Lamanites ; it would be of no benefit 
to talk to them as I am now speaking 
to you. Before you can enter into 
conversation with them and give them 
your ideas, you are under the neces- 
sity of condescending to their low es- 
tate, so far as communication is con- 
cerned, in order to exalt them. 

You have to use the words they 
use, and address them in a manner to 
meet their capacities, in order to give 
them the knowledge you have to be- 
stow. If an angel should come into 
this congregation, or visit any indivi- 
dual of it, and use the language he 
uses in heaven, what would we be 
benefitted? Not any, because we 
could not understand a word he said* 
AY hen angels come to visit mortals, 
they have to condescend to and as- 
sume, more or less, the condition of 
mortals, they have to descend to our 
capacities in order to communicate 
with us. I make these remarks to 
show you that the kingdom of heaven 
is not yet complete upon the earth. 
Why ? Because the people are not 
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prepared to receive it in its complete* 
ness, for they are not complete or 
perfect themselves. 

The laws that the Lord has given 
are not fully perfect, because the peo- 
ple could not receive them in their 
perfect fulness ; but they can receive 
a little here and a little there, a little 
to-day and a little to-morrow, a little 
more next week, and a little more in 
advance of that next year, if they 
make a wise improvement upon every 
little they receive ; if they do not, they 
are left in the shade, and the light 
which the Lord reveals will appear 
darkness to them, and the kingdom of 
heaven will travel on and leave them 
groping. Hence, if we wish to act 
upon the fulness of the knowledge 
that the Lord designs to reveal, little 
by little, to the inhabitants of the 
earth, we must improve upon every 
little as it is revealed. 

When He tells you how to purify 
your hearts, purify them. He says to 
Ihe nations, " I send unto you my 
servants, I raise up unto you a Pro- 
phet, and call upon you, O inhabit- 
ants of the earth, through him, to re- 
pent of your sins." Do the people 
believe it is right to repent of their 
sins ? Yes. How shall they repent 
of them? By forsaking them. If 
they will do this, the Lord will teach 
them how to become Saints. In what 
manner? 13y calling upon thera 
through His servants to be baptized for 
the remission of sins, if they want to 
have their sins remitted, if they wish 
to be washed and made clean. 

But before they go into the waters 
of baptism, they must forsake all their 
wicked practices, and covenant before 
the Lord to leave them for ever behind 
them, saying, "Now we will go and 
serve the Lord our Maker," Has the 
Lord called upon the inhabitants of 
the earth in this way ? Has He not 
taught you and me to become Latter- 
day Saints in this way? He has. 
Are we Saints still ? When we first 
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received the spirit of the Gospel, what 
was the world to us, with its grandeur, 

its riches t its elegance, its finery, its 
gaudy show, its glittering array of 
paltry honors, its empty titles, and 
every thing pertaining to it ? Nothing 
but a shadow, when the Lord opened 
our minds aud by the visions of His 
Spirit revealed to us a few of the things 
He had in reserve for the faithful, 
which were only, as it were, a drop in 
the bucket, compared to the ocean yet 
to be revealed. Yet that little made 
our hearts leap for joy, and we felt 
that we could forsake everything for 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ and 
the perfections that we saw in his 
character 

Are you Saints still ? If you are 
not, repent of your sins and do your 
first works. Has the Lord taught 
you how to consecrate yourselves to 
His service, build up His kingdom, 
and send forth the Gospel to the ut- 
ter most parts of the earth, that others 
may rejoice in the same Spirit that 
you have received, and enjoy the same 
things you enjoy ? Yes, He has ; 
and what more ? A great deal more. 
He has taught you how to purify your- 
selves, and become holy, and be pre- 
pared to enter into His kingdom, how 
you can advance from one degree to 
another, and grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of the truth, until you are 
prepared to enter the celestial king- 
dom ; how to pass every sentinel, 
watchman, and gate keeper. 

Then go on and build the Temples 
of the Lord, that you may receive the 
endowments in store for you, and pos- 
sess the keys of the eternal Priest- 
hood, that you may receive every 
word, sign, and token, and be made 
acquainted with the laws of angels, 
and of the kingdom of our Father and 
our God, and know how to pass from 
one degree to another, and enter fully 
into the joy of your Lord, Latter-day 
Saints, do you live to this, do you seek 
after it with all your heart ? You are 


aware that the Lord is able to reveal 
all this in oue day, but you could nob 
understand it. The Elders who have 
preached abroad, and the Sisters who* 
have taught their neighbors at home* 
know by experience that this is true. 

When your minds have been light- 
ed up with the candle of the Lord, 
and you have been able to speak forth 
the great things of God, things that 
were beyond the capacities of the peo- 
ple to receive, you have felt your ideas 
apparently rebound or return to 
you again, So it is with the Lord ; 
He would be glad to send angels to 
communicate further to this people, 
but there is no room to receive it f 
consequently, He cannot come and 
dwell with you. There is a further 
reason — we are not capacitated to throw 
off in one day all our traditions, and 
our prepossessed feelings and notions, 
but have to do it little by little. It is 
a gradual process, advancing from one 
step to another ; and as we layoff our 
false traditions and foolish notions, 
we receive more and more light, and 
thus we grow in grace ; and if we 
continue so to grow we shall be pre- 
pared eventually to receive the Son of 
Han, and that is what we are after, 

I wish to proceed a little further 
with regard to the Kingdom of God. 
The principles, doctrine, germ, and, 
I may say, marrow of that Kingdom 
are actually planted on the earth, but 
does it grow to perfection at once ? 
No. When wheat is planted and ger- 
minates, you first see the blade, and 
by aud by the head forming in the 
boot, from which in due lime it bursts 
forth and makes its appearance. When 
this Kingdom is set up on the earth, 
and spreads, its condiuon is happily 
set forth in the toast that was given 
here on the fourth, viz. — " Mav the 
wings of the American Eagle spread 
over the nations, and its down fall on 
America/' Suppose the Kingdom of 
God is compared to the American 
Eagle ; when it spreads over the na- 
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tions, what will it do? Will it de- 
stroy eve it other bird that now flies, 
or that will tly ? No, but they will 
exist the same as thev do now. \ When 
the Kingdom of Heaven spreads over 
the whole earth, do you expect that 
all the people composing the different 
nations will become Latter-day Saints? 
If vou do, you will be much mistaken. 

Do you expect that every person 
will be destroyed from the face of the 
earth, but the Latter-day Saints? If 
you do. yon will he mistaken. Many 
of our Elders labor under these erro- 
Deous expectations when reading over 
the sayings of the Apostles and Pro- 
phets in regard to the coming of the 
Sou of Man. Id one verse the Pro- 
phet will bo describing the second 
coming previous to the commence- 
ment of the Millennium, and perhaps 
in the same verse he will describe a 
scene that will take place after the 
Millennium, and when the earth will 
be cleansed from all wickedness, after 
Satan has been let loose a little season, 
and had another tour upon it, and 
after it is renovated and becomes sanc- 
tified, and is like a sea of glass, as 
John describes it. Will this be in the 
Millennium ? No. But the order of 
society will be as it is when Christ 

m 

comes to reign a thousand years ; 
there will be every sort of sort and 
party, and every individual following 
what he supposes to be the best in 
religion, and in everything else, simi- 
lar to what it is now. 

Will there be wiceedxess then as 
now ? No* How will you make this 
appear ? When Jesus comes to rule 
and reign King of Nations as he now 
does King of Saints, the veil of the 
covering will be taken from all nations, 
that all flesh may see his glory to- 
gether, but that will not make them 
all S tints. ^ Seeing the Lord does not 
ATake a man a Saint, seeing an Angel 
does not make a man a Saint bv any 
means. A man may see the tinger of 
the Lord* and not thereby become a 
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Saint ; the vail of the covering may 
be taken from before the nations, and 
all flesh see His glory together, and 
at the same time declare they will not 
serve Him. They may, perhaps, feel 
something as a woman in Missouri did, 
who had been driven four times, and 
when she was about to be driven again 
she said; 44 I will be damned if I will 
j stand it any longer; if God wants 
me to go through such a routine of 
things, lie may take me where He 
pleases, and do with me as He pleases; 
1 won't stand it any longer/ 1 

When the nations shall see the 
glory of God together, the spirit of 
their feelings may be couched in these 
words; - 1 will be damned if I will 
serve You/ 1 In those day?, the Me- 
thodists mid Presbyterians, headed by 
their priests, will not be allowed to 
form into a mob to drive, kill, and rob 
the Latter-day Saints ; neither will 
the Latter dav Saints be allowed to 
rise up and say, 44 We will kill you 
Methodists, Presbyterians, nei- 
ther will any of the different sects of 
Christendom be allowed to persecute 
each other. 

W hat will they do ? They will hear 
of the wisdom of Zion, and the kings 
and potentates of the nations will 
come up to Zion to inquire after the 
ways of the Lord, and to seek out the 
great knowledge, wisdom, and under- 
standing manifested through the Saints 
of the Most High, They will inform 
the people of God that they belong to 
such aud such a Church, and do not 
wish to change their religion, 

Thev will be drawn to Zion bv the 
great wisdom displayed there, and will 
attribute it to the cunning and crafti- 
' ness of men. It will be asked, 
* 4 What do you want to do, ye stran- 
gers from afar. 11 " We want to live 
our own religion," 44 Will you bow 
the knee before God with us ?" O 
yes, we would as soon do it as not 
and at that time every knee shall bow, 
: and every tongue acknowledge that 
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God who is the framer and maker of 
all things, the governor and controller 
uf the universe. They will have to 
bow the knee and confess that He is 
God, and that Jesus Christ, who suf- 
fered for the sins of the world, is actually 
its Redeemer ; that by the shedding 
of his blood he has redeemed men, 
women, children, beasts, birds, fish, 
the earth itself, and everything that 
John saw and heard praising in heaven. 
They will ask, " If I bow the knee 
and confess that he is that Saviour, 
the Christ, to the glory of the Father, 
will you let rue go home and be :l 
Presbyterian?" ^Yes." "And not 
persecute me?" 4i Never." "Won't 
you let me go home and belong to the 
Greek Church?" -Yes." "Will 
you allow me to be a Friend Quaker, 
or a Shaking Quaker?" " yes, any- 
thing you wish to be, but remember 
that you must not persecute your neigh* 
bors, but must mind your own business, 
and let your neigh bors alone, and let 
them worship tho sun, moon, a white 
dog, or anything else they please, 
being mindful that every knee has got 
to bow and every tongue confess. 
When you have paid this tribute to 
the Most High, who created you and 

preserves you, you may then go and K I have never yet talked m rough in 
worship what you please, or do what'Sthese mountains as I did in the Uni- 
you please, if you do not infringe/ ted States when they killed Joseph, 
upon your neighbors*" \l there said boldly and aloud, "If 


governing an 1 controlling the whole 
earth. The Kingdom of God will do 
this, it will control the kingdoms of 
the world, ^^m. ■<-««rrgr' — ^ 

ft 7 hen the day comes in which the 
Kingdom of God will bear rule, the 
flag of the United States will proudly 
llutter unsullied on the flag staff of 
liberty and equal rights, without a 
spot to sully its fair surface ; the 
glorious flag our fathers have be- 
queathed to us will then be unfurled 
to the breeze by those who have power 
to hoist it aloft and defend its sanetitv, 
"Up to this time we have curried 
the world on our backs. Joseph did 
it in his day, besides carrying this 
whole people, and now all this is 
upon my back, with my family to 
provide for at the same time, and 
we will carry it all, and bear off the 
Kingdom of God. And you may pile 
on state after state, and kingdom 
after kingdom, and till hell on top, 
and we will roll on the Kingdom of 
our God, gather out the seed of 
Abraham, build the cities and temples 
of Zion, and establi*h the Kingdom 
of God to bear rule over all the earth, 
and let the oppressed of all nations 
go free* 




upon the subject. < Umigbty helping me, I would semi 

The Church of Jesus Christ will f that man to hell across lots." I feel 
produce this government, and cause yso now. Let mobbers keep their hands 
it to grow and spread, and it will be V off from me, or I will send them 
a shield round about the Church. .Hvhere they belong; I am always pre- 
And under the influence and powep 'pared for such an emergency, 
of the Kingdom of God, the Churcju* I have occupied time enough; 
of God will rest secure and dwell m. [ God bless you. Amen, 
safety, without taking the trouble of ■ . ■ 
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Perhaps it is expected that I will 
make a few remarks, after hearing the 
statements made by our Delegate, the 
Hon, J. M. Bernhisel, 

I presume that but few of this con- 
gregation, and I mar say that but few 
of the people of this Territory, have a 
thorough knowledge, or even a gene- 
ral understanding, of the business 
transactions and responsibilities of our 
Delegate in Congress, It is a matter 
this people have not immediately be- 
fore them, it does not directly concern 
them — hence they do not inquire into 
it. 

Brother Bernhisel has given you a 
very brief sketch of the doings of 
Congress, necessarily omitting most 
of thera. Doubtless the people of this 
Territory were perfectly satisfied with 
the labors of their Delegate during 
the last session of Congress ; or, in 
other words, it would be hard to find 
an individual who is the least dissatis- 
fied with him, though it is true that 
the greater part of the people do not 
understand what should constitute a 
proper cause for approbation or dis- 
approbation. They are not dissatisfied 
with him, and I aui not dissatisfied 
-with him, neither have I ever been. 
Ke has been in Washington during 
the past six years, most of which time 
lie has spent there for this people. 
The general government paid him for 
the services of four years, the appro- 
priation for the services of the first 
two years another received. 

I can say freely that I am perfectly 
satisfied with the labors of Dr. Bern- 
LUel in Washington ; and I will fur- 1 


ther say, for the satisfaction of the 
parties concerned, that I very much 
doubt whether we could find another 
man, belonging to the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, who could 
go to Washington and do as much for 
this people, in the capacity of a repre- 
sentative, as the one we have sent for 
years past. Why do I doubt this ? 
In the first place, he is a man of ster- 
ling integrity, firm to his faith, punc- 
tual, industrious, fervent, and always 
on hand to do everything that can be 
done. Another reason is, but few of 
the talented men who belong to this 
Church could go to the seat of Govern- 
ment and endure the elang and mis- 
representations which the Doctor has 
endured. 

Tbe Doctor is different from that 
class in this respect, he can endure 
their insults and abuses. It is true 
they have to be offered, if at all, be- 
hind his back, for you cannot easily 
find a man who will abuse him to his 
face, as he is so kind in his manner, 
so gentlemanly in his appearance, and 
so easy in his deportment, treating 
evervbodv with due courtesy and re- 
spect. When a deadly foe to his 
operations and to the interests of his 
constituents is in the field, that is the 
first man the Doctor visits, and he 
labors to make him our friend. 

Having before us these reasons, 
with many others equally weighty, 
that might be given, I doubt whether 
there is another man in the Territory, 
or belonging to the Church, in or out 
of the Territory, who could have ac- 
complished what brother Bernhisel 
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lias done in Washington for this peo- 
ple. I am confident that I should 
not stay there long, for there is too 
murh tight in me. j 

You have seen some persons who, 
when mad, would fight a whole crowd 
us readily as they would a single per- 
son. I am somewhat of that temper- 
ament 5 if I should get mad in Wash- 
ington, I would as soon fight the 
whole crowd as one individual, and 
they would use roe up. There are 
hut few spirited men who would en- 
dure the abuse and lies heaped upon 
this people. 

There is one statement which I 1 
have alreadv made in this stand twice 
or thrice, but I will now make it again 
before our Delegate, for it has caused 
him much trouble. It has been re* 
ported in the United States' that Brig- 
ham should have said that the Presi- 
dent of the United States could not 
remove him from his office. I will 
repeat what I did say, as nearly as my 
memory will serve me. Exhorting 
the brethren and sisters, I said, " Do 
not be alarmed, neither let your hearts 
sink within you t or be worried in the 
least with regard to a new Governor s 
coming to this Territory, for the Lord 
Almighty will preserve your present 
Governor unto you as long as He 
pleases* and no power can hinder. 
And if it is His will to remove the 
present Governor, know ye that it will 
Jbe for the best," 

That is the spirit of what I said, if 
not the exact words; aud I say so 
now. President Pierce has been in 
power long enough to try the experi- 
ment, and there have been many to 
influence him to remove the Governor 
of this Territory from office. Is it ■ 
done ? It is not ; though we nearly 
thought it was, when Colonel Steptoe 
received the appointment ; but the 
Lord operated upon the Colonel to j 
continue his march to California. He 
received his commission, but he would 
not be qualified. There were many 


applicants for the office, but they have 
not yet got it, and the Lord can baffle 
them as long as He pleases. He 
turns the hearts of men when thev 
know it not, and the mysterious work- 
ings of His providence among the 
peox>le they do not understand. He 
rules in their midst, and controls the 
nations of the earth according to His 
will and pleasure ; so He does in this 
case, and will continue to do, just as 
long as seemeth Him good. When 
He wishes another Governor here, the 
proper person will be on hand ; until 
then, there is no power beneath the 
heavens that can simply remove the 
present Governor of Utah, much less 
the loyal people who inhabit these 
mountains. 

The people abroad are at enmity 
with us ; we expect this, for they have 
been our enemies ever since we were 
Saints, or professed to be. Are they 
opposed to us in consequence of the 
doctriue which has been alluded to by 
brother Bernhisel, I mean polygamy? 
No. Let the Methodists, Church of 
England, Presbyterians, or any other 
popular church, adopt that principle, 
and it would be applauded to the 
skies. They are not opposed to us in 
consequence of the doctrine of poly- 
gamy. 

Has the wrath of the enemy be- 
come any more enraged since that 
doctrine has been published than it 
was before? No, not one particle. 
Christ and Belial cannot be made 
friends ; the devil is at war with the 
Kingdom of God on the earth, and 
always has been, and will continue to 
be, until he is bound. They do not 
personally hate you, nor me, any more 
than they did Joseph Smith, whom 
they have slain ; they do not hate the 
Latter-day Saints any more now than 
they did twenty years ago. The same 
deadly hatred was then in the heart of 
every one who had the privilege of 
hearing the doctrines of this Church 
and refused to embrace thorn, that we 
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see exhibited at this day* If they had 
had the power twenty or twenty-five 
years ago. they would have slain the 
Prophet Joseph as readily and with as 
much rejoicing as they did when they 
massacred him in Carthage Jail, in 
the State of Illinois, It is not any 
particular doctrine or men and women 
that they are opposed to, but they are 
opposed to Christ and to the Kingdom 
of God on the earth. I observed here 
last Sabbath, "Let the wicked rage 
and the people mock on, for now is 
their day, and it will soon be over/ 4 
Let them do all they can, and if they 
Lave power to destroy any more of 
this people, Amen to it : what will it 
do ? It will only augment the cause 
of /ion, spread the Gospel of Salva- 
tion, and increase the Kingdom of 
God on the earth* Their persecu- 
tions will never destroy this people, 
or the everlasting Gospel. Every 
time they have killed any of this peo- 
ple and opposed the Gospel, both have 
increased ten fold, and the work has 
spread still the more ; yes, more than it 
would have done had they let it alone, 
and not have come against the Saints 
to drive them from their possessions. 
If it is wisdom that the Saints should 
be driven again, it would be the great- 
est blessing that could come to this 
people, for it would give greater per- 
Dianencv to the Kingdom of God on 
titM earth. 

As I said when I commenced 
preaching twenty-three years ago, and 
saw the same spirit of persecution ex- 
hibited then as subsequently, " Let us 
alone, persecutors, we do not wish to 
fight you, for we have not come to 
destroy men's lives, or to take peace 
from the earth, but we have come to 
preach the Gospel, and to make known 
to you the things of the Kingdom of 
God. If your doctrine is better than 
ours, let us know it, for we are search- 
ing after the true riches, we wish the 
light of heaven to accompany us, we are 
searching after salvation, and if you 
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have anything better than this, let ns 
have it, and if we have anything bet- 
j ter than you, you are welcome to it 
But just let us alone, for we are de- 
termined, in the name of Israels God T 
not to rest until we have revolution- 
ized the world with truth ; and if you 
persecute us, we will do it the quicker/' 

I say the same now. Let us alone, 
and we will send Elders to the utter- 
most parts of the earth, and gather out 
Israel, wherever they are ; and if you 
persecute us, we will do it the quicker, 
because we are naturally dull when 
let alone, and are disposed to take a 
little sleep, a little slumber, and a 
little rest* If vou let us alone, we will 
do it a little more leisurely: but if 
you persecute us, we will sit up nights 
to preach the Gospeh 

To return to our Delegate. It is 
not my intention at this meeting to 
mention whom I think we had better 
send to Washington, as I did two 
years ago this summer, when brother 
Bernhisel arose to speak here, at which 
time we nominated him for our next 
Delegate. Before he is again elected 
I wish to learn whether he is willing 
to return. The office is a toilsome 
one, and is a mission which is not de- 
sirable to any Elder in this Kingdom; 
hut if I can learn that he will accept 
the mission, I have no question but 
that he will have to round up his 
shoulders and go again. If he declines 
accepting, and wishes to be excused, 
we will pick up somebody else. Who? 
Why the man who will do the least 
hurt of any man we can find ; as for 
doing much there, in the way of get- 
ting our just share of the appropria- 
tions, we care not whether he can do 
it or not, for we care not whether th§j 
make them or not. 

True, the members of the Utah Le- 
gislature get their per diem, and some 
money has been appropriated to thiB 
Territory, but is it paid to the Terri- 
tory ? No, only a small portion of it, 
and it has leaked out that they have 
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determined in Washington, never to 
pay another dollar to Utah, until they 
can hare all the federal offices in this 
Territory filled hy persons of their own 
choice, 

A few of the brethren have received 
some money for the labor they have 
done on the militarv road, but I think 
I can take men on to that route, for 
which $25,000 were appropriated and 
said to have been expended, and do 
more good work with $0,000 or $8,000 
than has been done with the $25,000. 

They wish political gamblers to have 
the money, in order to work corrup- 
tion, and make the influence of money 
affect the ballot box, as in the United 
States, and thus use the appropria- 
tions for this Territory to subserve 
party purposes and pander to corrupt 
favoritism. They had better keep the 
money out of the Territory, than bring 
it here with such objects in view. 

If the government of the United 
States never pay another dime to this 
Territory, I will insure that in ten 
years we shall be ten times better off 
than if we received a hundred thou- 
sand dollars a rear from them, and 
that too upon natural principles. 

I will use a familiar comparison to 
illustrate this. Suppose that a father 
has a number of sons, and one of them 
wishes to set up for himself; where- 
upon the old man furnishes him a 
farm, buys him a team, builds him a 
house, and puts bread into the house 
for his family ; buys his seed corn, a 
plow and harrow ; shows him how to 

Slow, and perhaps sends one of his 
_ired men to plow for him. In a 
great majority of such instances, the 
son will remain inactive upon his plan- 
tation, leaning upon his father for 
support until he becomes indolent, 
and says, ** If I want wheat I can go 
and get it from my father ; or if I want 
a team, a barn, a house, or anything 
else, the old man will supply them ; 
I have nothing to do but call upon my 
father." 
No. 81.] 


Now what is that boy good for? 
He is not worth a red cent ; turn him 
out into the world alone, and he will 
starve to death- But first learn him 
to go and earn his farm, his teams, 
and his bread stuff; to understand 
the value of everything by knowing 
how to earn it ; and he will become 
independent like the father, and know 
how to take care of himself. 

So it is with States and Territories. 
Let them be unduly fostered and sus- 
tained by the General Government, 
and it will lead them into idleness, 
inactivity, and corruption ; they will 
not be as spirited and active as when 
they are made to rely upon their own 
resources. 

What does it do still further ? You 
distribute money here, and what would 
you see, should men come in here 
this fall willing to pay a high price in 
money for the little grain that will be 
raised here this season ? I tell you, 
these poor men and women would 
have to suffer for the want of it, as 
those who have it, at least many of 
them, will stll the last mouthful for 
money, as has been done. Men have 
taken their grain from their wives and 
children, and made them live on wolf 
flesh, in order to get money. The 
love of money raises trouble among a 
people and sends them to the devil. 

We want none of their money, and 
if they are not disposed to send it 
here, I care nothing about their 
money's coming ; and this proves to 
me, and should to you, that I do not 
care about a man's getting one dime 
appropriated to this Territory. But 
we will send a Delegate who mil do 
no hurt ; and if it were not that the 
hue and cry of* Treason against the 
General Government 1 * would be made, 
we would not send a Delegate at all ; 
or were it not that they would say, 
M Now you have proof sufficient that 
the Mormons mean to secede from 
the Union, as they have sent no De- 
legate;" and thus hatch up a pre* 

[Vol II. 


text for commencing fresh hostilities 
against us. 

It has been observed that the peo- 
ple where Judge Douglass resides 
say to him, 44 What are you going to 
do with Utah? We hope you will 
do something to put down this odious 
doctrine, for they will have more 
women than one, and they will ac- 
knowledge them openly." I am now 
talking in accordance with their prac- 
tice. '* We want to hire our women 
in the dark, and pay tliem a few 
dimes or dollars, use them as long 
as we wish, and then kick them out 
of doors. But the Mormons will own 
them, give them their name, acknow- 
ledge their children and educate 
them." 

That is one great difference be- 
tween the 41 Mormons" and the Gen- 
tiles, and, upon natural principles r that 
is, to outward appearance, in reality 
all the difference there is, though we 
are laying a foundation for another 
state of being* Are they men of vir- 
tuous character who talk so about the 
** Mormons" having more wives than 
one ? How odious it was last winter, 
in the sight of certain men who were 
here, to think that we had more law- 
ful wives than one; yet they would 
creep into your houses, and try to 
coax your wives and daughters away 
from you. What for? Was it to 
make them more honorable, to give 
them a better character in the midst 
of the inhabitants of the earth, sus- 
tain them better, and make them more 
comfortable, and acknowledge them ? 
No— they wanted to prostitute them, 
to ruin them, and send them to the 
grave, or to the devil, when they had 
done with them, 

I do not know what I shall say next 
winter, if such men make their ap- 
pearance here, as were some last win* 
ter. I know what I think I shall say, 
if they play the same game again, let 
the women be ever so bad, so help 
me God, we will slay them, I 


If any wish to go to California 
to whore it, we will send a com- 
pany of them off; that is my mind, 
and perhaps some few ought to go, for 
they are indeed bad enough. 

There are some things I learned, 
when 1 was in the south country 
lately, which I do not wish to men- 
tion, because of the friends of those 
girls who are gone ; but when they 
passed through the southern settle- 
ments they were weeping all the time, 
and they are perhaps now in their 
graves. The men who coaxed them 
away did not intend to take them to 
California. If any offer to do the 
same things again, in these mount- 
ains, "judgment shall be laid to the" 
line and righteousness to the plum- 
met and they say that Brighani 
does not lie. 

If thev want women to go to Cali- 
fornia with them, we will send a com- 
pany of the same stripe, if they can 
be found, and then both parties will 
be suited to and for each other. I 
would rather follow her to the grave, 
and send her home pure, than suffer 
my daughter to be prostituted. I will 
not suffer any female member of my 
family to be polluted through the cor 
ruptions of wicked men. 

Write this to the States, if you 
please. If there are any Gentiles or 
hickory 11 Mormons" here, and so dis- 
posed, write it down and send it to 
Washington, that if they send their 
officers and soldiers here, to conduct 
themselves as they did last winter, 
they shall meet upon the spot the due 
reward of their crimes. 

Though I may not be Governor 
here, jpj power will not be diminished. 
No man they can send here will have 
much influence with this community, 
unless he be the man of their choice. 
Let them send whom they will, and 
it does not diminish my influence one 
particle- As I said, the first time I 
spoke on this stand, my Governorship 
and every other ship under my con- 
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trol, are aided and derive direct ad- 
vantages from my position in the 
Priesthood. ! 

The office of Governor is not neces- 
sarily in the least degree incompatible 
with the upright course of any person 
clothed with the Priesthood ; but, on 
the contrary, such a person should be i 
far better qualified to wisely and i 


righteously administer in any civil 
office, and in this manner the channel 
i of true intelligence would be opened, 
i and light and truth flow freely into 
every avenue of social life. 
; There are more things I might 
talk about, but no matter now, as the 
meeting has been held long enough. 
» I say, God bless you. Amen, 
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I must say, brethren and sisters, 
that it is with a degree of pleasure 
that I enjoy the privilege, this morn- 
ing, of rising for the purpose of ad- 
dressing you. However probable it 
may be that there are those present 
who might do so more to your satisfac- 
tion ; yet, if the spirit of prayer and 
faith is exercised in the assembly, I 
may be able to present to your con- 
sideration some items which may not 
be altogether uninteresting. 

I have taken a good deal of plea- 
sure in preaching in the different set- 
tlements of this territory, wherever I 
have had the opportunity of meeting 
wkh the Saints; but it is seldom I arise 
in this stand fof that purpose, for it re- 
quires a voice rather, if any thing, be- 
yond the strength of my lungs, to 
speak in this large congregation, any 
length of time, and consequently I 
do not appear in this stand as often 
as I otherwise would* 

There are many subjects which I 
take pleasure in discussing in the pre- 
sence of the Saints. I have felt, ever 
since I received my ordination, a great 
desire to preach upon the first princi- 


ples of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the world ; and to spend my time in 
proclaiming to the Saints those doc- 
trines of obedience, faith, and charity 
which are so generally understood, and 
which by a great many persons are 
neglected, to their own injury. There 
is not a person of common intelligence 
among the Saints, who has resided in 
this valley for the past three years, 
who has not heard enough of the prin- 
ciples of salvation to know perfectly 
what to do to be saved, if they had 
given that attention to the subject 
which they ought to have done, if such 
persons desire to carry out the views 
and sentiments which have been from 
time to time proclaimed from this 
stand. 

To be sure we frequently hear in- 
ferences drawn* which do not comport 
altogether with our former sentiments, 
sentiments and opinions which we 
have formed by tradition, or which 
have been the result of circumstance* 
by which we have been surrounded* 

I suppose no person will take ex- 
ceptions if I should in the continu- 
ation of my remarks take a text, 
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which will be found recorded in the 
4th chapter of the Gospel according 
to St Mark. lfc And lie said, So is 
the kingdom of God, as if a man 
should cast seed into the ground ; and 
should sleep and rise night and day, 
and the seed should spring and grow 
up, he knoweth not how. For the 
earth bringeth forth fruit of herself ; 
first the blade, then the ear, after that , 
the full corn in the ear. But when 
the fruit is brought forth, immediately 
he putteth in the sickle, because the 
harvest is come." If such a passage as 
this does not occur in the 4 th chapter 
of Mark, then I will acknowledge my- 
self mistaken. But whether there is 
or not, the subject that presents itself 
to my mind is illustrated by the words 
of this text. 

I remember twenty four years ago, 
when the doctrines of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints were 
first being proclaimed to the inhabit- 
ants of the earth, we were told that 
we were to participate in the same 
blessings, and would be subject to the 
same kind of persecutions, as was the 
common lot of all former-day Saints ; 
that the same gifts that were enjoyed 
in the days of our Savior and his 
Apostles were and should be in the 
last days ; and that if these things did 
not follow, it was for want of obedience 
to the will of our Lord and Savior Je- 
sus Christ, It was this spirit of re- 
velation that pointed out the only 
way ; and because the different church- 
es did not have in their midst the 
same offices, gifts, and blessings, and 
the same privileges, the reason assign- 
ed was plainly and simply that they 
had not been faithful in their obedi- 
ence to the principles which had been 
revealed, and had thereby lost the 
spirit of revelation, had slid from the 
original platform, and had fallen back 
to principles of folly, teaching for doc- 
trine the precepts of men- The Chris- 
tian world, as we shall denominate it, 
being then composed of several hun- 
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dred different denominations, who all 
professed to form portions of the 
Church of Christ, and separately pro- 
fessed to have the only true Church, 
and the only true doctrines that were 
upon the earth, each one of them 
claimed to have the only true plan of 
salvation that was upon God's foot- 
stool, and to disclaim all others as 
being heretical, erroneous, and cor- 
rupt ; and yet each and all were differ- 
ing on some principles. This division 
of principle had unquestionably, for 
many centuries, been the cause of 
bloody war, and millions of people had 
been slain in consequence ; the quan- 
tity of blood spilt, and amount of hu- 
man suffering produced, were im- 
mense. These same Christian divi- 
sions, which had been so thirsty for hu- 
man blood, so tenacious to their pecu- 
liar doctrines, and that had been so fruit- 
ful in producing creeds and systems 
which they maintained by the edge of 
the sword, almost invariably, as they 
would use every means that came 
within their power to build up them- 
selves, and the more they had of sub- 
divisions the more new schisms ; new, 
because a new division had been made 
— the whole may be considered a prac- 
tical illustration of the sentiment of 
the Irish Poet — 

"Who can believe it? the cause is rather 
odd— 

They hate one another for the love of God." 

The Lord sent His servant Joseph 
Smith to proclaim to the world the 
original principles of the Gospel ; and 
the very moment they heard him 
calling upon them to come back to 
the original principles, and partake of 
the blessings of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, as they were originally preach- 
ed by those whom Jesus himself sent 
to preach, all those different sects and 
denominations began to call for an- 
tliority ! On being told that it was 
revealed from heaven, and that the 
foundation was revelation from our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, authori- 
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ty given by him, and that He had 
commanded the re -establishment of 
his Church, or of laviujj the founda- 
tion of his Church upon its primitive 
or original foundation, they all exclaim- 
ed, " There is to be no more revelation, 
there is to be no more prophesying, 
no more visions, no more ministering 
of angels*" Hard as it is to believe, 
and strange as it may appear, these 
religionists who had read and pro- 
fessed to believe the New Testament, 
and knew that John did declare, more 
than sixty years after Christ, that he 
saw another angel fly in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting Gospel 
to preach to them that dwell on the 
earth, to every nation, kindred, tongue, 
and people, see Rev. xiv, *> — these 
same men would rise up and declare 
that such a thing never was to take 
place ; and although John plainly de- 
clares that what he saw was to come 
to pass hereafter, yet they believed it 
not, and said all such manifestations 
had an end when the Apostles, or 
fathers, fell asleep. 

Thus they commenced a persecution, 
an untiring crusade, against the Latter- 
day Saints, and by every means in 
their power endeavored to stop the 
progress of the work. 

*- Why," said ihey, u we have au- 
thority- direct from Jesus Christ." I 

■fl 

remember a circumstance of a certain 
learned Baptist preacher, rising in a 
congregation where I had been preach- 
ing, and stating that the Baptists had 
all the authority of the Gospel Priest- 
hood that was required in the I baptist 
church, and that it had come to them 
from the Apostles, pure and unadul- 
terated, by way of the Waldenses, and 
that he was prepared to prove the 
channel through which it had come, 
I do not know but his congregation 
believed what he said ; but at any 
rate, the f gentlemen declined to pro- 
duce hU evidence when I called upon 
him to do so, and all the evidence 
that he could have adduced was, that 


about the year 1100, in Lyons, a man: 
named Peter Waldo, hired a catholic 
priest to translate the gospels of Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John ; and 
they formed a church, which took the 
name of its mercantile founder. And 
this is as far as the authority can be 
traced by the Baptists ; this method 
of tracing authority is of no use, un- 
less they adopt the authority of the 
pope : and if the Catholic church be 
taken as authority, then when the 
Catholic church brings out the edict 
of expulsion, it certainly deprives those 
whom it expels of all their authority, 
for it is impossible for a stream to rise 
higher than its fountain. 

If the pope and his church be cor- 
rupt, the authority of no other church 
can be of any value that has descen- 
ded from it, and is built upon the 
validity of its Priesthood, 

The Presbyterians consider that 
they can trace the matter a little fur- 
ther back. They consider that their 
authority originated somewhere else t 
but after spending their tims and toil 
they can only get back to the Catho- 
lic church, for they renounced its 
principles and came out from it, set 
up a new set of doctrines, part of them 
borrowed and part of their own manu- 
facture. They denied the spirit of 
revelation, and consequently had no 
knowledge from the eternal world, and 
with the exception of those doctrines 
which they had picked up, they had 
no priesthood but that which they 
had borrowed from the mother church ; 
and the mother church having pro- 
nounced an edict of expulsion against 
them, which must have been valid if she 
had possessed any authority to confer. 

Perhaps a Wesleyan might tell us 
that in their church they had authority 
from God. Then we ask, where did 
it come from ? "From Mr, John Wes- 
ley, 11 they will reply. And where did 
he get it ? " Why he was a minister of 
the Church of England. 1 ' And where 
did the Church of England get the r 
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authority from f From Henry the , 
Eighth, who is designated among En- 
glish kings as the wife killer. And 
where did he get it ? Why, when the 
Romish church refused to sanction the 
divorce of his lawful wife, without any ; 
just cause, and refused to grant him 
his wishes, he put away his wife, re- ; 
belled against the church, which he 
had acknowledged, and from which he 
had received the title of Defender of 
the Faith, from the Roman pontiff; 
hut yet he came out, excommunicated 
the pope, and declared the Catholic 
church to be heretical and abominable, 
and declared himself to be the head 
of the church. He enforced his title 
by military power, seized the revenues 
of all religious establishments, used 
them for his own aggrandizement, 
created new ones upon his own au- 
thority, and established the Church of 
England priesthood* And this is as 
far as the matter can be traced, and 
there is the extent of their authority, 
the idol of their hearts, and the head 
of the Church of England excommu- 
nicated from the Church of Rome for 
his own corruption. This is a pretty 
seat of authority ! Some persons will 
tell us that God has never intended 
to give any more revelations, notwith- 
standing they read that God set in 
His Church Apostles and Prophets, 
Pastors and Teachers, and that thev 
had gifts, prophecies, and revelations, 
and that they were placed in the 
Church for the express purpose of the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ, and that they 
might be no more children tossed to 
and fro by every wind of doctrine, by 
the sleight of men, and the cunning 
craftiness whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive. 

This is plainly and clearly illustra- 
ted before any persons who believe 
the New Testament, and yet the prin- 
ciples and doctrines, when set forth in 
boldness and simplicity, have been re- 
jected by them. | 


DISCOURSES* 

When the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints was first found* K 
you could see persons rise up and ask, 
** What sign will you show us that wo 
may be made to believe? ' I recollect 
a Campbeliite preacher who came to 
Joseph Smith, I think his name was 
Hayden. He came in and made hii 1- 
self known to Joseph, and said that ho 
had come a considerable distance \o 
be convinced of the truth- " Why, 
said he. " Mr, Smith, I want to know 
the truth, and when I am convinced, 
I will spend all my talents and time 
in defending and spreading the doc- 
trines of your religion, and I will give 
you to understand that to convince 
me is equivalent to convincing all my 
society, amounting to several hund- 
reds." Well, Joseph commenced lay- 
ing before him the coming forth of 
the work, and the first principles of 
the Gospel, when Mr- HnyJrn ex- 
claimed, " this is not the evidence 
I want, the evidence that I wish 1 3 
have is a notable miracle ; I want to 
see some powerful manifestation of the 
power of God, I want to seo a notable 
miracle performed; and if yon perform 
such a one, then I will believe with 
all my heart and soul, and will exert 
all my power and all my extensive in- 
iluence to convince others ; and if you 
will not perform a miracle of this kind, 
then I am your worst and bitterest 
enemy." -** Well/' said Joseph, 11 what 
will you have done ? Will you be struck 
blind, or dumb ? Will you be paraly ■;■ 1 
or will you have one hand withered ? 
Take your choice, choose which you 
please, and in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ it shall be done/' ** That 
is not the kind of miracle I want," 
said the preacher. u Then, sir," re- 
plied Joseph, *' I can perform none, I 
am not going to bring any troublo 
upon any body else, sir, to convin o 
you. I will tell you what you make 
me think of — the very first person who 
asked a sign of the Savior, for it is 
written, in the New Testament, that 
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Satan came to the Savior in the 
desert, when he was hungry with 
forty days' fasting, and said, " If you 
be the Son of God, command these 
stones to be made bread." 41 And 
now," said Joseph, " the children of 
the devil and his servants have been 
asking for signs ever since ; and when 
the people in that day continued 
asking him for signs to prove the 
truth of the Gospel which he preached, 
the Savior replied, " It is a wicked 
and an adulterous generation that 
seeketh a sign," <fcc. 

But the poor preacher had so much 
faith in the power of the Prophet that 
he daren't risk being struck blind, 
lame, dumb, or having one hand 
withered, or any thing of the kind. 
We have frequently heard men calling 
for signs without knowing actually 
what they did want Could he not have 
tested the principles, and thus have 
ascertained the truth ? But this is 
not the disposition of men of the re- 
ligious world, To be sure, I have 
seen those who would get up and 
reason that Christ built his Church 
upon the rock — for say such men, 
44 Jesus promised and said, 1 Upon this 
rock will I build my Church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it,' " From this declaration they claim 
that the Church being built upon a 
rock would always remain upon the 
earth in its purity, and the Priesthood 
and authority be preserved, and this 
argument would be produced with a 
degree of triumph . How say they ? 41 If 
'Mormonism 1 be true, and the pure 
Priesthood had been lost, and the true 
Church had therefore become extinct 
upon the earth, the gates of hell would 
have prevailed against it, or the 
Saviors words failed/' If this con* 
elusion be correct, what was the caust 
of Hr. Wesley beginning a reforma- 
tion in his day ? The church had got 
into darkness, and the devil had got 
such power that it was necessary that 
a reform should be got up. 


Where was the necessity of Waldo 
beginning a new church in his day ? 
The power of the devil, the great ad- 
versary, had entirely overcome the 
church ; and, hence, it was necessary 
to begin anew. Now suppose we were 
to read the passage, and see what it 
was that the Savior did say upon the 
subject. The Savior said, on a cer- 
tain occasion, addressing his Apostles, 
" Whom do men say that I, the Son 
of Man, am?" His disciples say, 
M They have different opinions about 
you — some say thou art John the Bap- 
tist, some Elias, and others Jeremias, 
or one of the old Prophets has risen 
from tho dead/* u But/' says the 
Savior, '* whom do ye say that I am?" 
" Why," says Peter, 44 thou art Christ 
the Son of the living God/' The 
Savior replied, 11 Blessed art thou, 
Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed this unto thee, but 
my Father who is in heaven ; I say 
unto thee, Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock will I build my church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it" 

This argument would be introduced 
by those who believe that Christ built 
his Church upon St. Peter, and you 
then come to read the passage, and 
what do you learn by it ? You simply 
learn that Peter had made the dis- 
covery, by revelation^ that Jesus was 
the Son of the living God, and that 
upon the rock [revelation) he (Christ) 
would build his Church, and upon 
nothing else, and that the gates of 
hell should not prevail against it* Not 
being a linguist, like my brother be- 
hind me, I shall say that the common 
accepted meaning of the word 14 hell/* 
is a place of miserable departed spirits, 
and hence the Savior told Peter that 
the gates of departed miserable spirits 
should never prevail against his 
Church, This is the principle here 
illustrated, and consequently when- 
ever a reformation becomes necessary 
in the Church of God, it must be 
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founded upon the rock — revelation ; 
and whenever the Church left the 
principles of revelation they ceased to 
be the Church of God ; and nothing 
could bring them back again, or re- 
establish them, but being replaced 
upon the same foundation, and by the 
same authority, 

I have heard arguments brought 
against this Church, by men endeav or- 
ing to prove that there was to be no 
more revelation. For instance, learned 
men have quoted the epistle of Paul 
to Timothy, to prove that all revela- 
tions ceased in the time of the Apostles, 
for at the time Paul wrote to Timothy 
he made a declaration to him t which 
the learned have endeavored to use to 
some advantage. Paul says, " From 
a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation/* 

Now I have heard and seen learned 
priests rise np against this Church, 
and say, l( There, Paul says that the 
holy Scriptures were able to make 
Timothy wise unto salvation, and the 
* holy Scriptures' means the Bible, 
and that is all the Scripture that is 
necessary now, for it is only necessary 
to be made wise unto salvation ; and 
if Timothy had enough to make him 
wise unto salvation, why all Christians 
have enough, who are believers," Let 
me here ask a question — are we sure 
that we have got all the Scriptures that 
Timothy had known from his child- 
hood ? He tells Timothy that from 
a child lie had known the holy Scrip- 
tures, Now if Timothy was a man of 
very mature years, he might have 
been a child before our Savior's cruci- 
fixion; as Pauls epistle was written 
30 years after that event, therefore he 
must have been a child before the 
writing of the four Gospels, for one of 
them was not written until years after. 
Then those Scriptures which he was 
acquainted with, were those which 
were written previous to the New 
Testament, and if we can believe the 


testimony of the Old Testament* it is 
found that a great many books were 
acknowledged as Scriptures and as 
revelation, which were not by King 
James s translators considered to be 
such, and are not at the present day, 
as they are not incorporated in this 
Bible. For instance, we learn of the 
<4 Book of Enoch ;** we read a reference 
made by Moses to 4i the Book of the 
Wars of the Lord/ 1 Now what kind 
of a book, or what kind of Scriptures 
those books might have been, we can* 
not tell ; but it is probable that they 
were in Timothy s knowledge, for he 
had known the holy Scriptures from a 
child. 

This was the great knock-down 
argument brought by the Campbell- 
ites against the Latter-day Saints — 
" That from a child thou hast 
known the holy Scriptures. " What 
Scriptures ? To be sure John's Gospel 
was not written at that time, neither 
were his three epistles, or his revela- 
tions, and several other books were not 
written at that time, although King 
James's translators considered those 
books necessary, and inserted them in 
our Bible. But suppose we read the 
passage a little further : 2 Tim. iiL 
15 — 17, " From a child thou hast 
known the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is m 
Christ Jesm. All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and ii profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness : that 
the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works/ 1 

Then you discover that those Scrip- 
tures which were given were ouly 
sufficient to make even Timothy wise 
unto salvation, through faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that all Scrip- 
ture given by inspiration was profitable 
and actually necessary to make the 
man of God perfect, and thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works. 
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Xow, my friends, get into heaven 
without revelation if you can ; for all 
Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and the man of God cannot be 
thoroughly furnished with all good 
works without getting a knowledge of 
the Scriptures. It matters not through 
-whom, this is the principle upon 
which the true Church is founded, and 
the gates of bell will never prevail 
against it ; but when they reject revela- 
tion they adopt another religion, that is 
built upon another and sandy founda- 
tion, and that has another head, differ- 
ent from the true Gospel ; the clouds 
urill come, and the winds blow and beat 
upon their fabric, and the fabric that 
has become old and venerated will be 
thrown down, and great will be the 
fall thereof ; and it will be more toler- 
able for the heathen than for such 
churches. 

Well, this is the very state and 
position of Christendom when Joseph 
Smith introduced the fulness of the 
everlasting Gospel into the world, 

I have narrated the facts relative to 
the quarrels they had with each other 
in the several denominations ; and yet 
they united to destroy the little illiter- 
ate boy, as he was called* If educa- 
tion were necessary to proclaim the 
revelations which Jesus Christ had 
revealed unto him (the boy) then we 
may conclude the Lord did not select 
the proper person. They persecuted 
him (not for being wicked), burnt his 
houses, stole his property, tarred and 
feathered, scourged and imprisoned 
him ; and his friends also shared a 
similar fate — they were whipped and 
driven from place to place ; and finally 
when he was placed under the pledge 
of protection from the executive of 
the State in which he lived, he was 
treacherously murdered, almost the 
whole Christian world said, It is too 
barbarous to kill him in that way, but 
then it is a good thing that he is dead." 

*' But," say some, " how is it that 
all the power, and all the miracles, and 


all the manifestations and blessings 
of the Priesthood have not been mani- 
fested in the Church, that were mani- 
fested in the Church of God formerly 
by the Prophets of old ? 

I do not believe that the history of 
the world records as great a miracle 
as Deseret now is. The history of 
the sacred volume does not contain a 
record of as great and wonderful a 
miracle as the fleeing of this people 
into the wilderness, robbed of every 
earthly thing that could make life de- 
sirable, driven before the muskets of 
the Christian mob, exposed to the 
vicissitudes of new climates, and ex- 
ploring into the mountains in a new 
and desert country, and contending 
with every difficulty that the devil 
could introduce, and with all the cla- 
mor and calumny that could be inven- 
ted to harden the hearts of men and 
women against them. In the midst 
of all this, they rejoiced, and after 
locating themselves in the wilderness, 
a thousand miles from settlements, in 
a place that was pronounced by all 
scientific travellers to be uninhabit- 
able, and there producing the bounties 
of life in great abundance, and to see 
how it has risen in splendor, in every 
respect, I say it is a wonder and a 
marvel far beyond any other recorded 
upon this earth. The fact of it was, 
before we were driven from the United 
States, we petitioned the Governor of 
every State in the Union for an 
asylum where we might be permitted 
to enjoy the blessings of our religion 
unmolested ; and all our petitions 
were treated with cruel neglect. When 
our enemies drove us into the wilder- 
ness, a great share of the Christian 
world felt like saying, "They will 
starve to death, the Indians will des- 
troy them, and we shall have done 
with Mormonism f and they conclu- 
ded that, in the eyes of posterity, they 
would give us such a bad name as to 
justify their cruel actions towards us, 
and as we should be sure to perish, 
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there would nobody live who would 
tell the truth for us, and that would 
be the eud of the matter. i 
We were quite willing to go, for 
the best of all reasons, we could not 
stav. There was no chance under 

if 

the heavens for us to stay, and be 
protected, in any State in the Union ; 
and I suppose some of them felt as 
til £ pious old quaker did when he was 
on board a vessel which was attacked 
by pirates — he was too pious to fight, 
it was against his conscience, but 
when one of the pirates started to 
climb a rope and get upon the ves- 
sel, the old quaker picked up a hatchet 
and said, " Friend, if thee wants 
that piece of rope, thee can have 
it and welcome/' and immediately 
cut the rope and let him drop into the 
sea, where he was drowned. So our 
enemies thought they would let us go 
into the heart of the Great American 
Desert and starve, as they compelled 
us to leave every thing that would 
make life desirable* 

It was even counselled in high 
places to disarm the il Mormons" after 
they started, that is, to take from them 
the few old fusees and cheap arms 
which they had been able to scrape 
together, after they had been disarmed 
the third time by executive authority, 
and they had subsequently picked up 
soma old fusees to kill game with; 
and it was gravely discussed to disarm 
them, so that they would not be able 
to kill game, or defend themselves 
against the Indians ; but through the 
providence of God, and our prayers, 
we were enabled to pack off the few 
old guns, and started for the moun- 
tains. But instead of starting to kill 
the Indians, as our puritan fathers 
did, we began endeavoring to teach 
them to work and be industrious ; and 
had it not been for the interference of 
other spirits, we would hare got along 
very smoothly ; and this has been the 
result of the united efforts of those 
who have been willing to listen to the 
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counsel and instruction given to this 
people. Those who have been unwil- 
ling to listen to the counsel and in- 
structions of President Young, have 
caused us more trouble than every- 
thing else we have had to contend 
with among the Indian?. 

For instance, in the year 1849, 
a company of Missouri an 3 passing 
through the country to California, 
shot a number of squaws, for the sake 
of stealing their horses, and pursue! 
their journey. This produced enmity 
among the Indians towards the white 
men. 

A few such circumstances have 
caused some of our brethren to lose 
their lives ; but not a thousandth part 
of troubles have occurred here, that 
was brought upon those colonies es- 
tablished upon the coast, with the sin- 
gle exception of Pennsylvania, 

No man that has had to do with the 
Indians, has ever been able to do the 
good to them that Governor Young 
has done ; and some of the statesmen 
have acknowledged it* 

And the discovery has actually been 
made, that the 11 Mormons * do not 
starve to death, and that the Almighty 
did sustain them in the midst of 
every difficulty which possibly could 
be brought upon their heads. 
, I have seen men, even in this 
Church, who have become discouraged 
at a few trials. I can tell you, bre- 
thren and sisters, if all such men will 
trace their conduct to its source, they 
will find that they have fostered an 
evil spirit, evil principles, and lived in 
open rebellion to the religion which 
they have professed ; and consequently 
darkness has come over their minds, 
and they soon felt as a very self righ- 
teous man did some years ago. He 
was in the Church, and he said he 
had proved the revelations of Joseph 
Smith to be untrue. ■* How did you 
prove them so ? " " Why," said he, 
" one of Joseph Smith s revelations 
says, that if a man shall commit adul- 
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tery, te shall lose the Spirit of the 
Lord, and deny the faith, and shall 
be cast out. Now," says he, " I have 
been guilty of that crime, and I have 
not apostatized, and consequently that 
revelation is not true, and that proves 
Joseph Smith is not a true Prophet," 
This was the darkness which hia cor- 
ruptions had brought upon him, and 
this is the kind of darkness which 
transgression <vill bring upon all raen 
in this Church, 

This people are different from any 
other people that live upon the face of 
the earth ; they have the Holy Priest- 
hood, and there is no man in all the 
house of Israel that fulfils the duties 
of his calling as a Saint, but receives 
a portion of the holy Priesthood, and 
every person has his duties to fulfil. 

Every man that would believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that would re- 
ceive the doctrines he taught, and 
those taught by his Apostles, that 
-would listen to his counsel, and obey 
his precepts, were promised, and did 
receive, the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and that Spirit did lead, and guide, 
and teach him or her that received it, 
into all truth, unless the receiver after- 
wards defiled his temple by wicked- 
ness and corruptions. And he (the 
Spirit) would lead into all truth, and 
that truth when revealed would 
become a matter of knowledge in the 
breast of every Saint, And no man 
can rise up, that has lived in obedience 
to those principles, and say that he 
has not realized the very thing pro- 
mised. 

The vary first thing that Joseph 
told the brethren, when they were 
going out to preach, was, that their 
salary would be tar and feather*^ abuse 
and persecution — *' You will be driven 
from house to house, and from country 
to country, and be hated of all men 
because of your religion and this 
has been fulfilled, and that too by the 
people in free America. Thousands 
of people have been driven over and 


over again by people living under the 
free institutions of the United States 
Who could have thought that their 
teachers and leaders would have been 
murdered while under the protection 
of the Go vernor of a State ? And who 
could have believed that this could 
have been done in free America, with- 
out a single murderer being brought 
to justice ? 

When Joseph proclaimed these 
things to the world beforehand, all 
men said, " Let him alone, he will 
prove himself a liar in that ;" but 
even that was proved true ; the venge- 
ance of the wicked fell upon him, and 
they took his life, aad not a single 
individual was ever brought to justice 
for it 1 

Now in the days of early Christians, 
when Pagan Home persecuted the 
Apostles, it was a different case alto- 
gether; for the Pagan religion was 
the acknowledged creed of the land, 
therefore the Pagan religion being 
established by law, made the in nova* 
tion by the early Christians a violation 
of their laws ; but it has not been so 
in this laud, where freedom of opinion 
upon all subjects is guaranteed to 
all, by both State and Federal consti- 
tutions. And every murder, every 
house that has been robbed or burnt, 
and every act of cruelty and oppres- 
sion which has been committed upon 
the 14 Mormons," has been in violation 
of both laws and constitution, and 
these things have been known to the 
officers of state, and yet, remarkable to 
tell, not one has ever been punished ; 
still the evidence was in their posses- 
sion, which would have brought the 
perpetrators of those crimes to justice. 
They were sworn to support the con- 
stitution and to faithfully execute the 
laws, the neglect of which was perjury ; 
and they had the laws of their country 
and of their Senate to back them. 

Not so with the Romans. When 
the Romans carried on their persecu- 
tion of the Apostles, the laws of their 
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country and senate supported them, 
for the proclamation of the disciples 
of Christ was defaming the gods that 
the laws of their country commanded 
to he worshipped ; but in this instance 
it was entirely another thins, for free- 
dom of thought, freedom of speech, 
and freedom of conscience in religious 
matters is guaranteed to all people 
who might choose to come there ; and 
in the face and eyes of all this, not 
only were their privileges taken away 
as citizens, but the laws and constitu- 
tion of their very country, the country 
in which many of their fathers fought 
and bled, were treated with utter con- 
tempt. And religious prejudices, and 
Christian stupidity, that defy a com- 
parison or parallel iu the history of 
nations, produced this identical effect. 

This, however, is not all the work 
which is presented to us as an illus- 
tration of the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecies of the Prophet, that has been 
accomplished. It is only the com- 
mencement of the mighty purposes 
which have been predicted, for when 
the Prophet first made his appearance 
he proclaimed the distresses that were 
to come upon the nations of the 
earth ; and what has been the result ? 
Why at the present time the nations 
are filled with madness ; they are 
dashing against each other with per- 
fect madness, slaying their thousands 
daily. It appears as if all the rulers 
and great men of the earth had lost 
their reason, and as if the feelings of 
the human race were bent perfectly 
like butchering and destroying each 
other. Millions of lives during the 
past year have been sacrificed, either 
in the battle field or in sickness, or 
accident by sea, or the sickness which 
is the result of the war, and yet 
greater preparations are being made to 
contest the point ; and what point is 
it ? Why, whether a certain tract of 
land, which neither of the great parties | 
ever saw, or probably ever will see, 
shall be governed by a man called 
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Sultan, or by a man called Czar. But 
the real thing is, the spirit of peace is 
taken from the earth, and the spirit of 
war and bloodshed runs through the 
earth, and that to an extent hitherto 
unknown. 

We sometimes see men make their 
appearance among us, and after a short 
stay they will say, ** Why I believe I 
will go off to some place and wait till 
ancient Mornionism comes round 
again, for this is not ancient Mormon- 
ism ; these are not the original doc- 
trines that were preached." Well, 
there were similar persons in the days 
of the apostle Paul He in writing to 
the Hebrews, v. ch M 12 ver M says, 
11 For when for the time ye ought to 
be teachers/' that is, when you have 
been long enough in the Church to be- 
come teachers, ye have need that one 
teach you again which be the first 
principles of the oracles of God ; and 
are become such as have need of milk, 
and not of strong meat/' 44 You/' 
says lie, 14 have need that one teach 
you again which he the first principles 
of the oracles of God ; and you belong 
to that class who have need of milk/* 
Now when I hear a 14 Mormon" talk 
of going back to 44 Ancient Mormon- 
ism," it forcibly reminds me of this 
passage of Scripture which 1 have just 
cited. 

To be sure, when the work first 
commenced, men would rise up and 
say, u Show us the wonderful power 
and miracles which were performed 
bv Moses." 

* 

The text shows the kingdom of 
heaven is likened unto seed cast into 
the ground ; it is compared to corn ; 
it springs up, first the blade, then the 
ear, and then the full corn in the 
ear. 

You are all aware that it has never 
been in any one period of the world s 
history that corn or any other grain 
has come to maturity at once, and 
you are also aware that a kingdom or 
country or nation, of any kind or con- 
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dition, is not the work of a moment, i 
But the kingdom of heaven was j; 
likened by our Savior to seed sown 
in the ground ; it springs u P> first 
the blade, and afterwards the full corn 
in the ear, and when harvest comes, , 
the sickle is thrust in and the harvest 
is gathered, and thus the work is pro- i 
gressive. And the Prophets, in speak- 
ing of the work of the last days, have i 
said that the Lord will give line upon 
line, precept upon precept, here a 
little and there a little, and that a little 
one shall become a thousand, and a ' 
small one a great nation ; I the Lord 
will hasten in its time : so is the 
kingdom of God. 

This people have nothing to expect 
but persecution, for just as long as 
they adhere to the principles of revel- 
ation, just so long as they are go- 
verned by the original principles of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ,. will every 
priest upon the face of this earth, that 
is an hireling, raise his influence to 
destroy the kingdom and those who 
bear the Holy Priesthood. 

The fulfilment of the predictions of 
the Apostle is in our own day, viz., 
that men would after their own un- 
godly lusts heap to themselves teachers 
having itching ears, and turn their, 
ears from truth unto fables ! not j 
wait till God sent men among them, 
they would not listen to men whom 
heaven might send with new revela- 
tion, but they would go to work to edu- 
cate them themselves, heap to them- 
selves teachers of their own manufac- 
ture, get up their own factories, and 
manufacture their own teachers or 1 
preachers, who should turn the hearts 
of the people from the truth, and turn 
them unto fables, and teach for doc- 
trines the precepts of men. 

These will act as the Apostle Peter 
tells us, for says he, " There shall 
come false preachers and false teach- 
ers in the last days, who shall turn 
the hearts of the people from the 
truth, and shall say unto them, Where 


is the promise of his coming, for since 
the fathers fell asleep all things re- 
main as they were from the beginning, 
and the great day is passed, and we 
are under the necessity of rejecting 
anything and everything that profes- 
ses to be revealed from God." 

And unless this people so live be- 
fore God as to have the light of revela- 
tion constantly before their eyes, the 
powers of darkness will prevail over 
them, for that very day spoken of by 
the Savior is near at hand, when 
nation is lifting up sword against 
nation, and when it is necessary that 
we should see and understand the 
signs for ourselves, for it is nearly the 
time when the sign of the Son of Man 
shall be again seen* 

The signs of the times thicken in 
the heavens, and the earth shows forth 
her wonders. And as this is frequent- 
ly denominated the fast age, I will 
say that it is fast ripening for the 
burning, for ere long the Savior will 
make his appearance among his peo- 
ple, when they aro sufficiently united, 
when they become sufficiently agree 
that they can all work with one feel- 
ing, one mind, one soul, and wit 
one spirit ; the heavens then can be 
revealed, the curtains unrolled, and 
the Savior appear in the midst of his 
Saints. 

Some feelings have been created in 
the world because the Saints are bo 
firmly united. Now they need no 
he afraid, for it is the work of God, 
and although they scatter us a hun- 
dred times to the four winds of hea 
ven, although they murder thousands 
of us, and bum and destroy our pro* 
perty, it is the work of the Almighty, 
and they cannot prevail against it* 
Whatever may be done will only serve 
to roll it forth, and hurry forward the 
work of the Almighty. 

The fact is, the time is near at 
hand when the consummation of the* 
wicked will take place ; the day of the 
Lord is near ; the harvest is not far 
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ahead. The wicked are slaying the 
v irked, and times are growing worse 
and worse ; all the world feel it ; and 
we should watch for the coming of the 
Son of Man, 

This puts me in mind of a little 
anecdote that I have heard our Irish 
brother tell of a son of the Green j 
Isle, who was placed in prison with a 
Yorkshireman. The Yorkshireraan ' 
had stolen a cow, and Patrick had 
been stealing a watch. While they 
were there* Yorkshire concluded that 


he would joke his companion abont 
stealing the watch, so says he to Pa- 
trick, "What time is it?" "About 
milking time," said Pat. And I say 
that it is about harvest time, and it 
will not be long before the story of 
the Kilkenny cats will be acted out 
in earnest; the nations will devour 
and destroy each other, for peace is 
taken from the earth. . 

I shall close, praying the blessings 
of heaven to rest upon you continually 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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A Discourse by Elder Orson Pratt, Delivered in the open air, on the Temple Block* 

Great Salt Lake City, Februmry 18, 1853. 


I presume that the people who are 
now before me feel, with myself, some- 
what disappointed in their expecta- 
tions this morning. We met together 
here for the purpose of hearing an 
address from our beloved President, 
in regard to the views of this people 
respecting the Government of the 
United States, and our relations and 
connection with that Government as 
a people* 

It is certainly a disappointment to 
me, and I have no doubt but it is to 
all who are under the sound of my 
voice, but you see that the house is 
insufficient to accomodate us all, and in 
consequence of this, being requested 
by some of the First Presidency, I have 
come out into the open air for the pur- 
pose of addressing you, according to 
the strength of my lungs and the 
wisdom which God may be pleased to 
give me. 

Let us all lift up our hearts in faith 
before the Lord, that in our disap- 


pointment in not hearing the Presi- 
dent, the Lord may still be merciful, 
and pour out from on high the Holy 
Ghost upon us, that we may be in- 
structed and edified, and have our 
minds strengthened by the gifts, and 
power, and wisdom thereof ; for with- 
out the gifts and strength of the Holy 
Spirit to inspire the hearts of those 
who speak and of those who hear, 
our remarks will be in vain, and our 
hearing will be in vain ; but keep 
that Spirit with us, and then, not- 
withstanding the circumstances under 
which we are placed, all will be well; 
and never let the Saints feel discoura- 
ged, neither forget to pray for the 
Holy Spirit to rest down upon them, 
and upon those who speak to them, 
that each and all may be directed tm 
act at all times by that Spirit that is 
able to guide into all truth. This 
certainly is th# object for which we 
are gathered out from the nations of 
the earth ; this is the object for which 
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are assembled here to-day ; at 
least, it ought to be. We ought not 
to have any other thing in view only 
to be blessed, edified, and strengthened 
in the Lord. 

I am sure that I have no other ob- 
ject in view, and I am the last person 
in my feelings that would come out 
and undertake to speak for the sake of 
hearing myself and getting the ap- 
plause of men ; for so far as speaking 
is concerned, I feel more like retir- 
ing into some lonely place; for 1 
never did feel a desire to be engaged 
in public life, only so far as I can do 
good ; but I have a desire to serve 
the Lord, I have a desire to do good, 
I have a desire to persuade men and 
women to become righteous, I have a 
desire to understand the knowledge 
and things of God, and those great 
principles that will be calculated to 
aid mo under all the circumstances of 
this life, as well as in that which is to 
come ; and for these things I live, and 
for this cause (believing that it is re- 
quired of my hands by the Lord) I 
take a part in public life. 

I believe I will take a text, and 
then I can, perhaps, collect my 
thoughts and concentrate my mind 
upon some subject. I am aware that 
it is very difficult to speak in the 
open air, but I will endeavor to make 
all hear. I know of no more appro- 
priate text than one which is expres- 
sed in two words, and it is therefore a 
very short one ; and although I have 
spoken and written upon the subject 
before, there may be those present 
vvho are not fully acquainted with it, ! 
and it may also assist the Elders to 
defend our principles when they are 
sent forth to preach the Gospel. It 
is comprehended iu the following two 
words — "Be one." 1 

Why are we required to be one ? 
What is the object of being one ? I 
do not know of any better way to illus- 
trate this question than this — if this 1 
congregation who are now present be- 1 


fore me, were required to perform some 
great and mighty works, wherein great 
strength was necessary to be exerted, 
and each individual went and tried to 
perform the work given to them to do 
unitedly, his acts, being individually 
and separately performed, would fail 
to perform the work. 

It may be a work of great moment 
which we are called upon to perform, 
requiring all the union, strength, and 
force that are in our minds. If men 
undertake any work of great magni- 
tude by their united force and strength, 
they may be able to bring to pass that 
which they could not accomplish indi- 
vidually ; and so it is with regard to 
the things of the kingdom of God. 

We are required to be one in 
order that our exertions and strength 
may be united, and have an influ- 
ence to accomplish our great end 
and aim ; for by our united faith and 
exertions we shall be able to prove 
ourselves worthy. The Saints are 
universally interested, as much as we 
are, in the building up of this kingdom, 
which requires oneness of action. 

The devil is all the time working 
in opposition to our exertions, and 
he feels quite interested in opposing 
us by all his forces, embodied and 
disembodied ; for he has a great many 
ways by which he overcomes the 
human family, and brings them into 
bondage. He has been a long time 
in war with the kingdom of God, 
and has become very wily, and has 
great experience in his favor, and 
that is the way he has acquired such 
1 a great deal of cunning ; although 
he has not the same degree of know* 
ledge that there is in exercise in be- 
half of the Saints ; for he knows not 
the mind of God in all things. 

That he is thus limited in know- 
ledge is clearly revealed in the Pro- 
phet Josephs inspired translation of 
the book of Genesis. He has many 
years of experience, and so have his 
I associates ; for they have been enga- 
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ged in a spiritual warfare for many 
ages, endeavoring to bring into cap- 
tivity the spirits of mtn, to lead 
them into subject ion to his own 
power ; and it requires a strong force 
to operate successfully against his 
numerous host; consequently , we read 
that in the last great battle that shall 
be fought with this adversary, all the 
forces of heaven will be brought to 
bear against him : they will all be 
united in one great body under the 
direction of our father Adam, the 
chief prince, the archangel who was 
appointed in the beginning to over- 
come the devil by the assistance of 
his children. He will marshal all 
the hosts of heaven, and will be able 
to prevail against him ; and then will 
the Saints be delivered from his 
power from henceforth and for ever, 
Xow you see the nature of the 
thoughts and ideas that the Savior 
had in his mind when he commanded 
his people to be one* We have to 
leara the lesson of union here, and 
when the time shall come for the 
commands to be issued forth by the 
archangel, or the head angel, that his 
children may be ready, and all under 
his command really prepared to go 
and perform the work that is given 
them to do. How, or in what man- 
ner, this battle will be fought, it is 
not necessary in this discourse to 
explain; indeed, we do not know all 
the particulars, for they are not 
revealed, but we may judge from 
analogy. 

We see how the devil operates with 
us in this life, for he knows now that 
our strength is broken ; some are in 
distant settlements, and some here, 
and others scattered abroad among the 
nations ; and he is all the time opera- 
ting and laying plans for the purpose 
of injuring and afflicting the Saints of 
the living God ; and he will not alter 
his evil course, but will try to entrap 
as many as possible by his stratagems, 
and lead them astray from the path 


of life. That is the way he fights 
against the cause of God, 

Whether there will be any physical 
force used by celestial beings when 
fighting against other beings, is not 
revealed ; but suffice it to say, . that 
there will be a spiritual strength and 
force exercised, and an endeavor made 
to overcome the minds of men and 
women, and bring them into subjec- 
tion and captivity ; and when the 
mind is brought into subjection, there 
will be a spiritual misery, and this 
is one of the greatest causes of 
misery. 

It is not this physical body that 
suffers in such a case as the one we 
have mentioned ; but as I have, years 
ago, frequently told the people that 
the body has not life in itself; it is 
the spirit that has life and feeling, and 
that is capable of experiencing sorrow 
and joy, and all those changes of sen- 
sation to which we are liable in this 
mortal state ; when we are overcome, 
the spirit is in bondage, subject to the 
power of him who has subjected and 
overcome it, and so it will be with 
those that Satan finally overcomes ; 
they wiU become his prisoners, for he 
will have prevailed against them ; and 
thus they are spiritually subdued. 

If they are overcome in their bodies 
while here, if their minds are bound 
down in captivity by their great enemy, 
if they render themselves subject to 
him, it will produce misery and pain 
and wretchedness to every such souh 
This is compared to a literal pain of 
the body by fire and brimstone, about 
which so much as been said by the 
religious world. 

1 do not know but there will he a 
literal hell of this description ; for 
aught I know, the Lord may have 
worlds prepared with plenty of fire and 
brimstone in them ; hut in my opinion 
the greatest torment the wicked will 
have, will be the torment and sting, of 
the mind, being brought into subjec- 
tion to that being that is continually 
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seeking to overcome and entangle man- 
kind in his snares. 

Then, it is necessary that we should 
be one, and hence the Lord said to us 
in the early rise of this Church, " If 
ye are not one, ye are not mine," 
Why not His ? Why will He not ac- 
cept of us ? Because without union, 
without concentration, it is clear that 
we cannot enjoy ourselves as the Lord 
designs we should ; in short, exclu- 
sive of the principle and spirit of 
union, we never can accomplish any 
great work like the one given into our 
hands. 

The Lord, therefore, designed to 
have His people united in one, to show 
us the nature of His laws, and the 
necessity of being united, so that we 
may enjoy the society of the ancients, 
and be one with them. 

We are also commanded to shun all 
contentions and strifes, and all those 
fiend ly emanations that would create a 
hell far us, and for those with whom 
we are associated in our families. 

The Lord has no sure foundation 
to work upon, unless we are united ; 
and consequently in order to prevent 
discord and disunion, the results of 
every one going his own way, He has ■ 
warned us before hand, and said that 
unless we are one, we are not His. 

But let us for a few moments ex- 
amine this text. The Scriptures read 
in one place that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost are one. What are we to 
understand from this expression? 
Are we to understand that the per- 
sons of the Father and Jesus Christ 
are incorporated in one ? No, it has 
no such meaning as this* Then are 
they one in substance, as the Metho- 
dist discipline, and many other creeds, 
declare? Xo; from the very fact 
that two particles of matter can never j 
be one ; or in other words, where one 
is, the other is not, and cannot be at 
the same instant of time. 

There may be several separate sab- 
stances existing at the same time, pos- 


sessed of the same properties, perfec- 
tions, and attributes ; the particles of 
which they are composed may be the 
same in kind, and be possessed of the 
same amount of wisdom, power, and 
intelligence; but still they are sepa- 
rate substances, occupying separate 
portions of space ; so with the persons 
of the Father and Son : for instance, 
if we examine the constituents of pure 
water obtained in Utah and in France, 
we find them the same, not in sub- 
stance, but in quality, 

A particle of oxygen, or of hydrogen 
in Europe, is precisely the same in 
quality as in America, or any where 
else ; it is just so with the Father, Son, 
I and Holy Ghost. They are one in the 
attributes and principles that exist in 
their substances, the materials being 
the same in kind and qualities only. 
But I will not say that the Holy Ghost 
is a personage, the same as the Father 
and Son. When I speak of the Holy 
Spirit, I speak of it as being a sub- 
stance that is precisely the same in its 
attributes as those of the Father and 
Son ; I speak of it as a substance that 
is diffused throughout space, the same 
as oxygen is in pure water or air, and 
as being cognizant of every day's events. 
And wherever this Holy Spirit is, it 
possesses the same attributes and the 
same kind of qualities that the person- 
ages of the Father and the Son are 
possessed of; consequently, the one- 
ness that is here spoken of, must be 
applied to the attributes, and not to 
the persons themselves. 

This subject has been a great mys- 
tery to men in the religious world ; 
they could not comprehend it, and con- 
sequently they have conjectured many 
things in relation to it, without having 
the inspiration of the Almighty to guide 
them ; and hence, one has got one idea, 
and another has conjectured in his way 
and got another idea, quite different 
from that of big neighbor* And iu 
this way men have got up creeds and 
systems diverse from each other, ami, 

[YoL IL * 


338 ' JOUHNAL OF 

etratrary to the real truth ; and about 
these false creeds they have been striv- 
ing and contending for ages. 

For my own part, I see no mystery 
about it ; the subject is plain and simple 
to those who enjoy the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. 

In order to explain my mind more 
fully upon this subject, I will take a 
father and son, and a person who lives 
vith them, and works about the farm, 
and performs such other duties as may 
be required : let those persons have 
the same attributes, suppose that one 
knows as much as the other, and that 
they all act in union and concert ; it 
could then be said of those three per- 
sons that they were one ; and no one 
^fould, from that expression, suppose 
them to be one identical person, but 
every one would believe and under- 
stand that they were one in their know- 
ledge, one in their views, and in their 
attributes. I understand the same with 
regard to the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. 

I will tell you what I believe in re- 
gard to the Holy Ghost's being a per- 
son : hut I know of no revelation that 
states that this is the fact, neither is 
there any that informs us that it is not 
the fact, so we are left to form our own 
conclusions upon the subject, and hence 
some have concluded that they were 
xight, and that others were not. It is 
in fact a matter of doubt with many, 
and of uncertainty, I believe, with all, 
whether there be a personal Holy 
Spirit, or not. 

I am inclined to think, from some 
things in the revelations, that there is 
such a being as a personal Holy Ghost, 
fcut it is not set forth as a positive fact, 
and the Lord has never given me any 
revelation upon the subject, and con- 
sequently I cannot fully make up my 
mind one way or the other. 

I know there are indications that 
such is the fact ; for instance, where 
the personal pronoun is applied to the 
Spirit, as '< lie shall lead and guide 
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you into all truth;" "he Bhall not 

speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak and 
M he shall take of the things of tho 
Father, and show thera unto you/ 1 

From these and many other passages 
of the same kind and bearing, we may 
draw the conclusion that the Holy 
Spirit is actually a person. Then, 
again, there are other revelations where 
the pronoun it is applied, such for in- 
stance as, " The Spirit itself maketli 
intercession with groaningsthat cannot 
be uttered." And many other revela- 
tions convey the idea that the Spirit 
is a diffused substance. Just so in 
the Book of Mormon, we find many of 
those terms, and consequently we are 
left U our own conjecture respecting 
there being a personal Holy Spirit ; 
but one thing is certain, whether there 
is personal Holy Spirit or not, there 
is an inexhaustible quantity of that 
Spirit that is not a person. This is 
revealed ; this is a fact. And it is 
j ust as probable to my mind, that there 
should be a portion of it organized in 
to a person, as that it should exist uni- 
versally diffused among all the mate- 
rials in space. 

This Holy Spirit is all-wise, and in 
many of its attributes much like the 
Father and Son, and acts in concert 
with them* It governs and controls 
all things, and from this some might 
infer that it has the same knowledge 
and power as the Father and Son 
have. 

I will tell you some of the know- 
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ledge that this Holy Spirit has ; it con- 
trols all the laws that you see existing 
around you in the variations of the 
| weather and the changes of the sea- 
sons, and all those phenomena that 
you behold, and that you call the Jaws 
of nature ; all these are nothing more 
nor less than the workings of this all- 
wise Spirit 

You see a stone or other substances 
fall to the ground, and you ask, What 
makes them fall, and what controls 
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them ? Why will they not rise ? Has 
any person ever found out the cause 
of this ? No ; even Sir Isaac New* 
tons principles of gravitation have 
failed to show it ; as learned a man 
as he was, he has only given us an 
index or key to the effects, but not 
the cause of those effects. He has 
taken great pains to show lis that when 
anything falls to the ground, it 
is the effect of the law of universal 
gravitation ; but he himself declares 
that the law gives no indication of the 
cause; he makes this declaration in 
his writings. 

If, then, he knew nothing about 
the cause of stones falling, and if no 
other persons know, the inquiry may 
still with propriety be made — what is 
the cause of stones or any other sub- 
stances, when hurled into the air, 
falling to the earth ? This is one of 
the mysteries of nature not yet dis- 
covered, unless we can attribute it to 
the Holy Spirit's governing and con- 
trolling all things. But is the Holy 
Spirit in the stone, says the inquirer? 
and is it that which causes it to fall 
to the ground, instead of going up- 
ward, or instead of going in a hori- 
zontal direction ? This Spirit is in 
ail things, governing and controlling 
them according to the eternal decrees 
of the Almighty, *' How do you prove 
it," says one? I will prove it by 
quoting a revelation where it says, 
** Ho is in the sun, and the light of 
the sun, and the power thereof by 
which it was made. As also he is in 
the moon, and is the light of the 
moon, and the power thereof by which 
it was made* As also the light of the 
stars, and the power thereof by which 
they were made. And the earth also, 
and the power thereof ; even the earth 
upon which you stand." 

11 And the light which now shineth," 
meaning the light of the sun, " which 
giveth you light, is through him who 
enlighteneth your eyes, which is the 
same light that quickeneth your un- 


derstanding; which light proceedeth 
forth from the presence of God, to fill 
the immensity of space. The light 
which is in all things — which giveth 
life to all things — which is the law 
by which all things are governed ; 
even the power of God who sitteth 
upon his throne, who is in the bosom 
, of eternity, who is in the midst of all 
I things," 

This light, then, recollect, is so 
universally diffused, that it giveth 
light to all things. This is the same 
light that governs all things, and it is 
called the " power of God." And. 
this, in connection with another pas- 
sage in the same revelation, clearly 
sets forth the doctrine I have present* 
ed before you ; the passage says that 
" light cleave th to light." You all 
recollect the paragraph. The revela- 
tion goes on to say that " God, who 
sitteth upon his throne, governeth 
and execute th all things ; he com- 
prehendeth all things, and all things 
are before him, and all things are 
round about him ; and he is above all 
things, and in all things; and all 
things are by him and of him, even 
God, for ever and ever." 

Well, theu, shall we say, when God, 
or His Holy Spirit, which in many 
revelations is called God, is through 
all things, being universally diffused, 
and in and round about all things, 
that it is not in a stone when it falls to 
the ground ? No ; we will not ex* 
elude it from anything that exists, for 
if we exclude that Spirit from one sub- 
stance, we might as well exclude it, 
or attempt to exclude it, from all mat* 
ter. If God be in all things, He is in 
the stone. If we were to take the 
wings of the morning and fly to the 
uttermost parts of the earth, God is 
there ; or if we make our bed in hell, 
He is there ; and that Spirit is there, 
not in suffering, but executing the 
decrees of the Almighty. 

All those vast bodies which we be- 
hold traversing apace, are governed 
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and controlled by the same Spirit. If 
each of them, or the Holy Spirit dif- 
fused through them, did not know 
enough of those universal laws by 
which all worlds and all matter are 
kept in order, they might frequently 
come in contact with each other, as 
the orbits of many of them intersect 
each other in performing their revo- 
lotions. Even the stone that is 
thrown into the air does not go at 
random, but its path is marked out 
systematically; according to certain 
laws and conditions, it always falls to 
the ground. 

Why did the axe rise to the top of 
the water when commanded by Elisha 
the Prophet? I will tell you how 
Elisha made it come tip to the sur- 
face of the water. The spirit or 
power that caused the piece of iron 
to sink, was used to bring it up again, 
for it required the same power to 
bring it to the top of the water that 
it did to take it down. The agency 
or power that caused the iron axe to 
sink when it fell into the water, is 
called the law of '* universal gravita- 
tion." There is no attraction towards 
the earth, as some have supposed, but 
there is a gravitating power, or a power 
that sends everything towards the 
earth as soon as it is left loose in the 
atmosphere. 

Suppose you take the spirit, which 
is in all things, away from the axe of 
which we are speaking, would the 
particles of iron cleave together ? No, 
they would not; there would be no 
more union of the particles than there 
is in the atmosphere we all breathe*; 
but it is the Spirit of God that causes 
the particles of iron to cleave together 
in the axe, and it is the same Spirit 
that brings it up to the water's sur- 
face, and that same Spirit causes iron 
to sink to the bottom of a creek or 
river into which it may fall ; and con- 
sequently all these universal laws that 
appear so prominently before us from 
day to day are nothing more than the 


operations of that all-wise Spirit which 
we are told is " round about and in 
all things," and which acts according 
to certain laws prescribed by the Al- 
mighty. 

It is this same Spirit that acts in 
connexion with the Father and Son in 
governing all things in the heavens 
and upon the earth, and through all 
the boundless extent of space. Cause 
this oneness, this union among the 
particles of the Spirit, to cease, and 
you would soon see all things go into 
confusion. Take away this Spirit, 
and you would immediately see some 
things going up, others down ; some 
moving horizontally ; one portion of 
the earth would divide from the other ; 
one part would be flying here and an- 
other there. Unless there was a one- 
ness existing in the innumerable atoms 
of this universal Spirit, matter would 
cease to move by law ; but they all 
act in concert, and hence there is no 
confusion in the operations of nature 
or of nature's laws. 

I have heard it observed, as an ar- 
gument against this view of the sub- 
ject, that if all the particles of the 
Holy Spirit had the same degree of 
knowledge, they might get to quarrel- 
ing with each other* Take away this 
kind of union that now exists, and 
you would find one particle contend- 
ing for one kind of government, and a 
second for another, and each would 
think its own method the best ; there 
would be room for a great deal more 
contention and quarreling where a 
diversity of opinion exists through 
lack of knowledge, than if they had 
the same knowledge. In short, if 
the particles of the Holy Spirit were 
not one in knowledge, there would be 
a constant quarreling for want of un- 
derstanding. Differences of views, 
arising from the want of the same 
knowledge, introduce discordant feel- 
ings and expressions into every fami* 
ly t and among every class of persons 
where they exist 
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Give to two individuals of the same 
capacities the same knowledge of 
anything — let them see and under- 
stand so that they shall have the 
same views formed by that sameness 
of knowledge, and they will not quar- 
rel about their views, but they will 
act as one, and consequently will be 
one in the thing which they under- 
stand alike ; and just so it is with the 
planets, the earth, the moon, and 
other worlds ; they act in concert, 
and the spirit that governs them un- 
derstands the principles by which this 
world and all others are governed, and 
consequently there is no confusion 
nor discord ; no worlds clashing against 
each other, and breaking themselves 
into millions of atoms, and scattering 
themselves throughout space. Why 
is there nothing of this kind ? Be- 
cause the particles of the Holy Spirit 
are one. j 

You do not find one part of our 
spirits or our bodies fighting against 
another part. You do not find the 
spirit that is in our left foot fighting 
against the spirit that is in the right 
foot; but they act together, being 
one. If one hand gets burnt, the 
other is warned and keeps away from 
the fire. Why is this ? It is because 
the particles of spirit in both have the 
same degree of intelligence, and being 
united in all things, one is warned by 
the other. 

Some suppose that all our intelli- 
gence is in the head. I do not be- 
lieve any such thing ; hut I believe 
that if our spirits could be taken from 
our bodies and stand before us, so 
that we could gaze upon them with 
our natural eyes, we would see the 
likeness and image of each of the ta- 
bernacles out of w hich they were taken. 
Not only the head, but the figure of 
the head, feet, arms, hands, face, and 
of the whole body. If the spirit is 
composed of innumerable particles 
possessing knowledge or intelligence, 
we argue that it is diffused through 


the system in which it dwells. For 
if the parts of the spirit bad individu- 
ally no knowledge, then they would 
not have any knowledge collectively. 

How many dead persons would you 
have to pile together to make a living 
one ? If ten thousand were piled to- 
gether they would produce neither 
life nor knowledge. And it is just 
so with these particles or parts of the 
body said to have no spirit in them, 
you might bring them together, and 
they would know just as much as a 
hundred thousand dead persons. Con- 
sequently, if the whole is intelligent, 
the parts are. It matters not if the 
particles are so small that ten thou- 
sand of them might be put upon the 
point of a cambric needle*, they all 
form parts of that intelligent Spirit, 
and act in unison one with the othtr 
in all things ; and hence there is a 
oneness according to the words of our 
text. No fighting one against the 
other, but a perfect oneness exists, 
and is exhibited through all the ac- 
tions of that Spirit. If the all-wisQ 
Spirit gains an existence in man, it 
endeavors to influence and persuade 
him to become one with God, as it is 
one with Him. 

Portions of this Spirit, we eay t 
exist throughout every part of space, 
and they perform all the work of 
governing, and keeping that perfect 
harmony which we behold in all na- 
ture. All nature is by these means 
made to submit to the great law of 
oneness. Then why not we conform 
to the same great principle at once ? 
We must conform to it, if we intend 
to enjoy the presence of God, and of 
His Son Jesus Christ. We have got 
to become just as much one in our 
faith and in our actions as our right 
and left hands are in their actions ona 
with the other. 

*' But, "say the people, " inasmuch as 
you are touching upon this principle 
of oneness, we should like to have 
you explain to us the passage where it 
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says, * The Father is in the Son, and 
•ihe Son in the Father, and the Spirit 
is in them both/ or words to this ef- 
fect/' It is the passage recording Je- 
hus' prayer for his disciples. I will 
give you our Savior's own words : 
*' Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word ; that they 
all may be one, as thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee ; that they also 
may be one in us ; that the world may 
'believe that thou hast sent me." How 
soften we are told in the Scriptures of 
•truth of this one great and important 
fact — the oneness of the Father and 
the Son, and it is as often repeated in 
the Book of Mormon, Just on one 
single page of that book we find it re- 
tpeated a great number of times. 

Now Jesus, in his prayer, had no 
"reference to the oneness of their sub- 
stances, but to the attributes, showing 
to us, in a most explicit manner, that 
♦the attributes that dwell in the Father 
dwell also in the Son. 

Now, let me ask you, if the same 
knowledge be in two or more persons 
- — if they understand a truth, and any 
other persons understand it, does that 
make it more than one truth ? Or, 
if I understand a truth, and some 
other person in this congregation un- 
derstands the same, does that make 
two truths of it ? No ; it does not. 
And if this body of people before me 
Tvere in possession of the same truth 
as I am, does that make as many 
truths as there are persons who un- 
derstand it? No; certainly not: it 
is all one truth, dwelling in various 
tabernacles ; it is one truth wherever 
it is found, or whoever may possess it 
— it is still the one unchangeable 
truth. 

Jesus could with all propriety say, 
vhen speaking of the knowledge he 
had, " The Father is in me, and I in 
him/* 

What does he say concerning us in 
a revelation in 1831 ? He says, " I 


am in the Father, and the Father in 
me, and inasmuch as you have receiv- 
ed me, I am in you, and you in me/* 
That is as much as to say, that " not 
the whole of me is in you, because, 
you are imperfect: but inasmuch as 
you have received the truth I have 
imparted, so much of me is in you, for 
I am the truth, and so much of yon 
dwells in me." And if you should 
happen to get a knowledge of all the 
truth that he possesses, you would 
then have all of his light, and the 
whole of Christ would then dwell ia 
you. 

There is one revelation that this 
people are not generally acquainted 
with. I think it has never been pub- 
lished, but probably it will be in the 
Church History* It is given in ques- 
tions and answers. The first ques- 
tion is, " What is the name of God in 
the pure language ?" The answer says, 
"Ahman," "What is the name of 
the Son of God?" Answer, " Son 
Ahman — the greatest of all the parts 
of God excepting Ahman/ 1 "What 
is the name of men ? " " Sons Ah- 
man," is the answer* "What is the 
name of angels in the pure language ?" 
" Anglo-man." 

This revelation goes on to say that 
Sons Ahman are the greatest of all 
the parts of God excepting Son Ah- 
man and Ahman, and that Anglo- 
man are the greatest of all the parts 
of God excepting Sons Ahman, Son 
Ahman, and Ahman, showing that 
the angels are a little lower than 
man. What is the conclusion to be 
drawn from this ? It is, that these 
intelligent beings are all parts of 
God, and that those who have the 
most of the parts of God are the 
greatest, or next to God, and those 
who have the next greatest portions 
of the parts of God, are the next 
greatest, or nearest to the fulness of 
God ; and so we might go om to trace 
the scale of intelligences from the 
highest to the lowest, tracing the 


■ 

parts and portions of God so far as 
we are made acquainted with them. 
Hence we see that wherever a great 
amount of this intelligent Spirit ex- 
ists, there is a great amount or pro- 
portion of God, which may grow and 
increase until there is a fulness of 
this Spirit, and then there is a fulness 
of God, 

Looking at the subject in this light, 
there is no longer any mystery in the 
Scripture that says the Father is in 
the Son, and the Son in the Father, 
for they are always one, working to- 
gether to accomplish the great work 
of redemption. 

The flesh and bones of the Son 
were not in the Father, neither did 
Jesus try to convey such an idea. The 
Apostles understood as we do on this 
point, and tney likewise knew that he 
had made and created all things ; we 
believe the same, and that he is infi- 
nite. Not infinitely expanded in his 
person, but that the all- wise substance, 
called the Holy Spirit, is "in all 
things, and round about all things." 

We see the propriety, then, of this 
prayer of our Savior s : 14 Father, I 
pray not only for these Twelve Apos- 
tles that thou hast given me, but for 
all those who shall believe on me 
through their word ; that they all may 
be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee ; that they may be made 
perfect in one, even as we are one/' 

Hence, then, men are to bo one 
with Christ on the same principle tbat 
he is one with the Father. Now there 
is no man that will be so foolish as to 
think and believe that all men, who 
shall believe on the Savior through 
the Apostle's words, will become the 
same identical person ; this is not the 
idea conveyed, but they were to have 
that same truth, so as to make them 
one in their feelings, desires, designs, 
and actions for the salvation of the 
fallen race of Adam. 

When we look at all those princi- 
ples, and reflect upon them, they 
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afford us joy and comfort, and the re- 
flection gives me an earnest desire to 
be one with my brethren, and to be 
one upon the principles of righteous- 
ness, and not upon unrighteous prin- 
ciples; for if it were possible for 
men to be one upon unrighteous prin- 
ciples, it would be of no use to them. 

You will perceive that in the devil's 
kingdom, with all the knowledge that 
they have gained by a long experience, 
they are not one. There are disunion 
and strife continually among them ; 
they are not united upon false princi- 
ples, and wherever false principles ex- 
ist in the world, or anywhere else, 
there will be discord and contention?, 
and hence he (Jesus) says M Be one." 
This has no reference whatever to 
being one upon an unrighteous founda- 
tion ; it has only a reference to being 
one upon the principles of the celestial 
law. And as soon as this people are 
united, and become one upon the prin- 
ciples of the celestial law, the Lord 
will pour out His blessings more abun- 
dantly upon them ; when all under- 
stand it, they will all be governed by 
it ; they will believe alike, and act 
alike, and this will make them one. 

There is another thing upon which 
I will now speak, namely, the Omni- 
presence of God. 

Every one knows that it is absurd 
to believe in a personage being present 
in two places at once, 44 But," says one, 
"nothing is impossible with God." But 
I beg to differ with such persons, and 
inform them, that if the Scripture be 
true, there are things which are im- 
possible with God ; for it is said that 
it is impossible for Him to lie ; and if 
so, it would be impossible for Him to 
act inconsistent with truth ; He could 
not place His body in Europe and 
America at the same time, for that 
would be inconsistent with the sim- 
plest principles of truth. 

We heard a most excellent discourse 
last Sunday about the angels being 
sent to the various nations of the earth, 
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to superintend the affairs and destinies 
thereof ; also about each person upon 
the face of the whole earth having bis 
guardian angel from the time that he 
comes into the world. The Holy 
Spirit acts in conjunction with those 
angels, and in places where they can- 
not be, for there are a great many 
places where those angels cannot be 
present, and the Holy Spirit being 
omnipresent is in every place at the 
same moment of time, regulating the 
seasons, and governing the planets in 
their courses. There would have to 
he a vast number of angels to be pre- 
sent in every place at the same in- 
stant of time, directing the movements 
of each particle of matter throughout 
the vast extent of space ; consequently 
this is attended to by that All-power- 
ful Spirit that exists in inexhaustible 
quantities throughout the universe. 

The Holy Spirit " is in all things, 
and round about all things," holding 
all things together in every place and 
part of the earth, and in all the vast 
creations of the Almighty. If you 
ascend into heaven, it is there : if you 
take the wings of the morning and fly 
to the uttermost parts of the earth, it 
is there : if you go to the depths of 
hell, it is there, not suffering, but per- 
forming the works of His justice 
upon the ungodly. Go where you 
will, through endless space, and you 
will find the Spirit there, and con- 
sequently, when we speak of the om- 
nipresence of God, we have reference 
to His Spirit, and not to His person. 
But why is this called the omnipres- 
ence of God ? Simply because this 
Spirit possesses the same knowledge 
that dwells in the persons of God the 
Father and God the Son, hence God 
is there, so far as that knowledge is 
there. 

This, then, will account for the 
great mystery which exists in the 
sectarian world about God's being 
everywhere present. Some of them 
think and believe that God is a person, 


and that He can be everywhere pre- 
sent in a personal capacity. Those 
who are called the wisest among the 
religious world have made it out, that 
the persons of the Father and Son 
can be in them and in every other 
place at the same instant of time. 
This is as gross an absurdity as it 
would be to say that three times three 
make ten, or three times one make 
four. But they have drawn this con- 
clusion out of certain passages of 
Scripture, in order to satisfy their 
hearers with regard to this intricate 
subject. They do not wish to ac- 
knowledge their ignorance, and there- 
fore they have given out this doc- 
trine, which is diametrically opposed 
to every principle of science as well 
as of reason. 

The plain, simple Scriptural doc- 
trine is that God s Spirit is there, 
which is God in all His power and 
majesty. All those seemingly mys- 
terious passages which the learned 
divines have applied to the person 
of the Father being omnipresent, have 
reference to that All- wise Spirit of 
which we ha\;e spoken. What effect 
will this view of the doctrine have 
upon persons? We answer, that a 
person who believes and follows this 
as taught in the Book of Covenants, 
and the Book of Mormon, will never 
be confounded. Such persons will be 
all the time thinking, "If we have 
anything to do, God is in that thing, 
and is the law and power by which all 
things that surround us are governed 
and kept in such perfect order/* 
What influence will this have over a 
man who believes it ? It will put him 
more upon his guard, far more than he 
otherwise would be ; for God cannot 
be in this board, or in each blade of 
grass in person, but when we know 
that the Holy Spirit is everywhere 
present, being combined with all mat- 
ter, then we have a correct under- 
standing. God cannot be in every 
place without understanding our ac- 
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iions and our thoughts too. Do you 
believe that the particles of the Holy 
Spirit have such great knowledge? 
How much knowledge will they re- 
quire to enahle them to overlook and 
superintend all the works of God? 
They will require knowledge infini- 
tely greater than ever we thought of. 
For instance, they must have a most 
perfect knowledge of the law of the 
inverse square of the distance pertain- 
ing to universal gravitation, or how 
could they know the exact distance of 
those innumerable worlds under their 
charge, so as to keep them all moving 
harmoniously as we see them. Par- 
ticles of intelligence that can do all 
this, can surely know of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart ; hence, we 
should always consider, when tempted 
to do evil, that God is round about us 
with all the knowledge tbat governs 
and controls nature. You see, then, 
that this view of the subject is calcu- 
lated to have an effect that will be 
profitable to us all. 

"But " inquires one, 41 how are you 
going to get along with the passage, in 
Isaiah, where the Lord declared that, 
* There is no God before me, nor shall 
there be any after me T w How can we 
believe this, when we believe in the 
revelation given through Joseph Smith, 
which says there are many Gods, and 
that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are 
Gods, and that all good men in this 
Church shall become Gods? Paul 
also speaks of the only wise God, Per- 
haps some may suppose that it is 
translated improperly. But you will 
find the same thing in the Book of 
Mormon, translated by the Uriin and 
Thummim ; the same things are also 
contained in the new translation of the 
book of Genesis, given to Moses, 
where the Lord declares that, "There 
is no God besides me." In these ex- 
pressions, God has reference to the 
great principles of light and truth, or 
knowledge, and not to the tabernacles 
in which this knowledge may dwell ; 


the tabernacles are manv and without 
number, but the truth or knowledge 
which is often personified and called 
God, is one, being the same in all ; 
God is one, being a unity, when repre- 
sented by light, truth, wisdom, or 
knowledge ; but when reference is 
made to the temples in which this 
knowledge dwells, the number of Gods 
is infinite. 

This explains the mystery. If we 
should take a million of worlds like 
this and number their particles, we 
should find that there are more Gods 
than there are particles of matter in 
those worlds. But the attributes of 
Deity are one; and they constitute the 
one God that the Prophets speak of, 
and that the children of men in all 
worlds worship. 

One world has a personal God or 
Father, and the inhabitants thereof 
worship the atributes of that God„ 
another world has another, and they 
worship His attributes, and besides 
Him there is no other; and when 
they worship Him they are at the 
same time worshipping the same attri- 
butes that dwell in all the personal 
Gods who fill imtnensitv. And hence 
the Lord says, in one of the revelations 
of these last days; "Ye are taberna- 
cles in which God dwells, man is the 
tabernacle of God/ 1 Suppose that 
there should be a thousand, or one 
hundred and forty-four thousand, 
which number John saw, and thev 
should have the inscription " God" on 
their foreheads, not placed there to 
make fun of them, but to describe 
their persons and the authority they 
possess, Suppose they should all re- 
ceive the same knowledge, would not 
God dwell in them ? If man is the 
tabernacle of God, then God dwells 
in them all, being only one God ; but 
when we speak of them in their per- 
sonal capacity, we say that John saw 
a hundred and forty-four thousand 
Gods; if we speak of the light or 
truth in each that governs thepi all, 
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then there is but one God, and He is 
in all worlds, and throughout all space, 
wherever the same identical light or 
truth is found ; and all beings, from 
all eternity to all eternity, have to 
worship and adore the same one God, 
and always will have to worship Him; 
though they worship Him in so many 
different tabernacles, yet it is the one 
God, or in other words, the same light 
or truth that is worshipped by all. 
When we look at the subject in this 
light, there is no mystery about it 
Only look at it in the light that it is 
revealed to man in these last days, and 
there is none of that darkness and 
sectarian foolishness which characte- 
rize apostate Christendom ; and we 
cannot understand nor explain one 
single principle correctly, and are in 
the dark and cannot see the way be- 
fore us ; but when we talk and act 
under the immediate influence of the 
spirit of revelation, then we can see 
that which the world are ignorant of. 
When we undertake to talk of the 
great and glorious principles revealed 
in our day, and speak of the great and 
glorious light now revealed, and of 
which the world have been ignorant 
for so many generations, and assert 
that the Lord has seen fit to reveal 
the fulness of the everlasting Gospel 
to Joseph Smith, an illiterate man, the 
religious world spurn at it and drive 
it from their dwellings, 1 
How came the Lord to pass by all 
the great and good men with their 
wisdom — how was it, I say, that He 
passed by the learning of this genera- 
tion to reveal the doctrines and prin- 
ciples of our holy religion ? Because 
He was determined that no flesh 
should glory in His presence. How 
was it that Joseph Smith was enabled 
to make those doctrines as plain as 
the alphabet ? It was because God 
was with him ; God was in the work ; 
and we would just as soon worship 
that Holy Spirit or intelligence in 
Joseph Smith or in any person else, 
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not the person, but the God that is in 
him, as to worship the same attributes 
somewhere else. And when we find 
the Father of Jesus Christ, we will 
worship Him, not the flesh and bones, 
but the attributes* The Savior tells 
us that he has revealed a great many 
things, that we may know how to wor- 
ship in spirit and in truth. How can 
a man call on the name of God accep- 
tably and understanding^, unless he 
knows about His attributes, and unless 
His doctrines are revealed? How 
can the poor ignorant Indians of the 
forest worship acceptably until they 
are taught about God and about Jesus ? 
They must understand a great many 
things in order to enable them to 
comprehend the things of God, and 
be baptized in an acceptable manner. 
If we would worship the Father and 
the Son, we must know something 
about them. 

We should study the laws of God, 
and get a perfect understanding of all 
things that are revealed, and we will 
find that we can comprehend all that 
is for our present good. 

I do not know but I am taking up 
too much time, I have been led in 
my mind to explain some of these 
things, I have done it from the fact 
that the Elders go abroad among the 
nations of the earth and meet with 
much opposition. For instance, when 
the learned and the wise begin to con- 
trovert the revelations given to Joseph 
the Seer, let them (the Elders) know 
what arguments to bring forth to sus- 
tain them, and you will see, brethren, 
how easy it is to show that there is 
but one God when speaking of the 
attributes, but that there are many 
Gods when speaking of the personages 
in which the same attributes dwell, 
and you can make it clear and plain* 
These things I published on my last 
mission, according to the knowledge 
I had, knowing that they were ^iews 
that the Christian world came in con- 
tact with; and knowing also, this 
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morning, that they were things that 
the Elders would need to understand, 
I have spoken as I have. If the El* 
ders would inform themselves, they 
would find that they have a strong 
armor to support themselves with, 
and their testimony would he so 
powerful that the arguments of our 
enemies would fall to the ground ; in- 
deed, when on my mission, I could 
not find any to investigate or to con- 
trovert what I set forth, and this was 
a disappointment to me. I could not 
find any opposition, only through the 
papers ; and consequently, I had to 
throw out our views and leave the 
public to judge. Amongst all the 


papers and periodicals that are pub- 
lished in the States I have never seen 
one of the arguments set forth in the 
Seer met by good sound reason ; ridi- 
cule and denunciations were the only 
weapons used against us ; and this has 
always been the case. You will find 
when truth is set before the people 
they will appeal to ridicule, from the 
fact that they have no arguments. 

Having said this much, may the 
Lord bless you, brethren and sisters, 
and His Spirit rest upon us all, and 
may we feel the importance of being 
one in all things that are good, vir- 
tuous, and upright Amen, 
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JL Discourse by Elder Ezra T. Benson, Delivered at the Seventies' Conference in iJ<! 

Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City, February 16, 1853. 


I have listened with a great degree 
of satisfaction to those who have 
already spoken. 1 am now called 
upon to cast in my mite by the words 
of my mouth. I take pleasure in do- 
ing so. I always have taken satisfac- 
tion in speaking to my brethren, 
whenever it has fallen to my lot. 

I have no excuse to make, no 
particular preliminaries to introduce, 
but wish at once to mingle my spirit, 
views, and feelings with those of this 
people. Whatever may be my field 
of labor, or whatever I may be called 
upon to do, I am ready to do it willing- 
ly, and wish to act in the calling 
whereunto I am called, to the best of 
my ability ; whether to preach, or to 
labor with my hands, or whatever it 
may be, it is all the same to me, so 
that I am attending to the duty of 


my calling, and working in the sphere 
of this our holy religion. From the 
experience that most or all of us have 
had in this day and age of the world, 
we have all pretty much come to the 
conclusion that whatever we do, 
whether it is to day or at any other 
time, should be within the pale of our 
religion, acting in the spirit of our 
calling. This is the instruction we 
have been receiving this afternoon 
and this morning. My heart has 
been warmed up since I have been 
sitting here, and it does not take a 
great deal to warm it up in this case, 
because I try to so live before the 
Lord and this people, that it takes 
but little to warm it up. 

What kind of feeling do we want 
resting upon us ? We want the tes- 
timony of Jesus, and that is what we 
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must have, not only this week, this i 
month, and this year, but every day 
of our lives. We should be in posses- 
sion of that which the Apostle Paul 
admonished the people to possess in 
his day, viz., to be ready to give a rea- 
son of the hope that you have in you. 

Much good instruction has been 
given to the Elders of Israel It is 
true I have been a little surprised, 
when I have reflected as a man reflects, 
when I have reasoned as a natural 
man would reason, at the remarks 
that have been made here this after- 
noon by President Joseph Young* 
Here we are, eating, and drinking, and 
sleeping in peace, M with none to mo- 
lest, or make us afraid/ 1 worshipping 
God according to the dictates of our 
consciences* 

But when we reflect for a mo- 
ment upon the past experience of 
this people, it speaks louder than 
thunder in our ears, we are to be on 
hand, as has been stated this after- 
noon. What is this for? It is for 
our good, that we may not lie down 
and become indolent, and say all is 
ease now in Zion. But the devil is 
not dead yet ; he is on hand to do his 
work, to perform his mission, which is 
to stir up the Saints to their duty, if . 
they do not attead to it by being 
counselled from God. It has been so 
in every age of the world— it has been 
the experience of this people. 

We have now commenced to pre- 
pare for the building of a Temple ; 
the ground has been staked out and 
broken ; does not the devil know it ? 
Yes ; he knows all about it, and there 
could not be a thing to displease him 
more than for this people to talk about 
a Temple, to say nothing about going 
to work to build one. Did it not 
always stir up the devil ? It was so 
in Kirtland, Missouri, and Illinois ; 
and will it not be so in the City of 
the Great Salt Lake ? It will. Are 
you not glad of it ? You ought to be. 
Why ? Because it is impossible to do 
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r anything, to any great extent, without 
an opposite. This is strictly accord- 
ing to the experience we have had. 
We must have an opposite, it must 
needs be that there is an opposite in 
all things to square us up, and make 
us ready to become useful in all 
things. I am glad of it, myself. 
What is required of us to do ? Why, 
just do right, and all is right ; what 
an easy lesson. Can you have any 
enjoyment without an opposite ? We 
hear a good deal said about making 
sugar ; but I tell you it is impossible 
to make sugar enough to make every- 
thing sweet. There is plenty of 
sweet, and there is also plenty of bit- 
i ter. There must be an opposite, and 
it is all right. 

What should the Saints do ? You 
know you are right, God has told you 
so. The revelations of Jesus Christ 
have told you that you are right, and 
every body who knows anything about 
God tells you that you are right, for 
; you want to do right, and work right* 
eousness. What greater testimony do 
you want ? It is enough, it is quite 
sufficient. It is the privilege of every 
body to do just as much good as they 
have a mind to. And what a glorious 
idea it is to know that we are in the 
Church and Kingdom of God, where 
there is a fountain of knowledge, of 
light, and of faith, where there is an 
inexhaustible fountain of matter and 
experience to work upon, so that a 
man is not trammelled in performing 
any one good thing. The revelations 
of Jesus Christ are far more liberal 
than Mr. Strang's. He told the peo- 
ple that it was only the rich that 
should have many wives, and the poor 
are not to have any. Our God does 
not use any such expression; H* 
makes no distinction between the rich 
and the poor, between the high and 
the low, the man-servant and the 
maid- servant ; every body is placed as 
free as the air that blows. Who is 
trammelled in the Gospel of Jesus 
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Christ? Is there one person? No, 
not one. Are you debarred from get- 
ting revelation ? No, not at all. 
Light and intelligence are placed as 
free as the air that blows. 

Can an Elder in Israel leave this 
place and go into the world to preach 
the Gospel without revelation ? No. 
Can people live in these valleys of the 
mountains without ? No, they could 
no more live without the light of reve- 
lation than they could without eating 
bread, and performing the duties re- 
quired at their hands. Well, what 
difference is there, then, if a man can 
have all that he needs ? 

I once heard a sectarian priest un- 
dertake to tell about the different 
glories Paul speaks of* He compared 
Christians to cups or tankards, some 
held a pint, some a gallon, &c. Now 
says he, "When the cups are all 
full, is not that enough." I thought 
the comparison waa pretty good. 
The Lord says He has different gifts 
and talents to the children of men ; 
to one He gives revelation, to 
another the gifts of tongues, to ano- 
ther prophecy, to another the gift of 
miracles, but one man is deprived of 
obtaining them all, if he has the power of 
mind, intelligence, and faith to do so. 
We can get all we desire, all we can 
comprehend and ask for, or all we can 
appreciate. Here is wisdom, that a 
man should not ask for that he could 
not appreciate or comprehend, or 
make a good use of, although many 
of us may ask and receive like the 
child did the apples. A little child 
playing upon the floor sees you hold a 
plate of apples, it asks for one, which 
it holds in one hand; then it wants 
Another in the other band ; then it 
wants more, until th* arms and lap 
are filled to overflowing ; still it is not 
content, but craves for more until it 
cannot hold them, and loses the whole. 
This spirit the President said he 
could see manifested by some of this 
people, so that if they are not careful 


their blessings will become a curse to 
them. We have to prove ourselves in 
all things, every man and w oman in 
the Kingdom of God. Our faith is 
tried in many ways, and what plan 
looks better to a faithful, virtuous 
Latter-day Saint ? And can you be 
a Latter-day Saint without being vir- 
tuous? The Prophet Joseph said 
one could not ; and he said a virtuous 
man or woman is willing to do pre- 
cisely as the Lord tells him. Then, 
according to the Prophet Joseph, it is 
virtuous for you to obey the voice of 
God — the counsel of heaven through 
that man whom God has set to pre- 
side o?er us* He holds the keys of 
salvation to this people, and to the 
nations of the earth ; and when that 
man unlocks, there is not power 
enough in this earth to lock. This is 
the situation we are in, these are the 
keys that are held by the men of God 
among us. Have we anything te 
fear? We need not stop to spend 
any time to know whether we shall do 
this thing or the other we have been 
counselled to do. If it should be to 
sharpen up our swords, we need not 
inquire when a mob is coming from 
the States, or whether there is enough 
of mobocratsin our midst to raise one. 

The longer I live, and the more ex- 
perience I have, the more I feel like 
fighting for my religion and my rights. 
But to make a long story short, I 
would not give one groat whether I 
stay here one month, of one year, or 
twenty years longer. If I sit down, 
and reason with myself on this wise* 
" Well, I have built me a good, comfort- 
able house, I have made me an excel- 
lent farm, and am just preparing te 
five; " or, " My wife is sick, and I have 
scarcely any provisions ; " I should be- 
gin to draw in my horns, you know, 
and be against going away. But 
when we reflect upon the past, look- 
ing back upon the days of Nauvoo, 
and comparing the situation of thig 
people now with their situation then; 
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could we then claim a wide spread 
Territory ? No, we were settled then 
in a little elbow of the Mississippi, 
cornered up with mobs all around us, 
and even in that condition many of 
us felt first-rate. When we came 
away the enemy gave back before the 
Saints, and we crossed over the river 
unmolested. I am speaking of those 
who obeyed the counsel of the 
Lord. 

I can recollect the time I had in 
Kauvoo, Brother Joseph Young re- 
marked that he was President of the 
Seventies before any Seventies were 
organized ; I also was somewhere, and 
was coming along in the natural train 
of things as fast as I could to stand in 
my lot among this people, I would 
have obeyed the Gospel before, if I 
had known enough* We found our- 
selves cooped up in Nauvoo, and the 
word of the Lord to this people was 
to gather out ; and mobs menaced us 
on every side. Some good men at 
that time went to brother Brigham, 
" We shall never get out, we never 
can be permitted to pass through the 
Territory of Iowa-" Says brother 
Brigham, in reply to them, ** We shall 
all go through, and not a man shall be 
hurt," This I heard him say in the 
Temple of the Lord, Was it not the 
cast ? It was. The veiy moment the 
Saints began to cross the Mississipi 
river the cloud began to disperse, and 
the light in the west began to break 
forth; mobs began to disperse each 
way on the right and on the left, to 
* let the Saints pass through unhurt. 
That was the situation of affairs at 
that time, it is all fresh upon my 
memory. I hav« not time to enter 
into this part of our history in full, I 
merely wished to refresh your memo- 
ries, and make you feel as I do. All 
the people did not pass through, some 
half-hearted " Mormons" were left be- 
■hind, with a sprinkling of true hearts, 
and the Lord was with them notwith- 
standing, and they stood there to 
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wbip the devil, and they did it first- 
rate. 

Now let us stay here in the valleys 
of the mountains, and do all the good 
we can. Let us fight if the Lord says 
so, and blow and shatter hell from the 
centre to the circumference if Ho 
tells us to do so, then it will be all 
right But if He says, "Let the 
Saints go," I tell you I want to he 
among the first train, if possible, I 
want to be on hand to obey counsel 
when the Lord speaks. We have 
escaped our difficulties in Illinois, and 
got a possession in these goodly val- 
leys, by obeying the commandments of 
heaven, and what are our privileges ? 
We are now organized as a Territorial 
Government, and acknowledged as 
such by the parent Government. 
This is the result of what we have 
passed through. Of course, then, if 
we carry out the same principle of pro- 
gress, before we can be numbered as 
a free and sovereign State the mus- 
tard stalk must be again kicked ; this 
is logical. It was pictured to us by 
the servants of God, before we em- 
braced " Mormonism," that we could 
not become Latter-day Saints without 
passing through much persecution. 
If we do not pass through it, it shows 
plainly to me that w© are not Latter- 
day Saints. 

I have known men converted to 
this Gospel through the remarks of 
the priests of Christendom ♦ A veiy 
intelligent man in New York, for in- 
stance, when the priest told him not 
to run after this deluded people, say- 
ing, " They are thieves and robbers/ 1 
replied, " You don't say so ; why that 
is the people I have been hunting for — 
a people that all denominations of 
Christians speak against, for that is 
the Church of Jesus Christ ; so, sir, X 
am a Mormon right straight" We 
have got all these things to contend 
with, and it is all right, brethren and 
sisters ; for here is yomr blessing, here 
is your crow», and with your crown 
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Kere is your glory- You are all desir- 
ing this, labor for it ; and the longer 
I labor, the more experience I have* 
I find we have to labor with our own 
bands— this kingdom has got to be 
built up by manual labor ; as the Go- 
vernor said in the Legislature this 
winter, viz., our capital lies in the 
physical force of this people. Here 
is element in abundance all around 
us, as much as we have a mind to or- 
ganize, according to the faith, experi- 
ence, and ability that we possess from 
day to day* 

Brethren, let us build a Temple, 
make farms, and raise an abundance 
of the good things of the earth ; let 
us go to work and act according to 
the revelations we read from time to 
time, let us establish home manufac- 
tories, and, as I have said numbers of 
times this winter, I would to God we 
could say to day that we will, from 
this time henceforth, sustain our- 
selves by the help of God, and abide 
by it. Decorate our own bodies with 
the workmanship of our own hands, 
and I know, as *' Mormonism'* is true, 
and my experience correct, we shall 
that moment be independent. If we 
are not willing to fulfil the word of 
the Lord by counsel, and the experi- 
ence we pass through, He will let the 
devil punish us until we do it, What 
do we want of the Gentiles ? I would 
rather wrap myself up in a buffalo 
robe than go back amongst them again, 
unless I was counselled to do so. 

We are doing first- rate. I feel as 
though I was doing first-rate some- 
times, and sometimes I do not feel so, 
but can discover that there is room for 
me to do a little better. I know the 
majority of this people mean to do 
right, and follow the counsel of the 
Lord s servants, but there are some 
few who are wandering, their minds 
are not open to mark the providences 
of God to this people, hut are pinned 
upon something else. We hear of 
meetings being established around in 


this city, for this ite, that ite, and the 
other ite. What is the matter with 
this portion of the people? Have 
they been neglecting their duties and 
their prayers? When I am out in 
the country, and stay at the houses of 
the brethren, I have an opportunity of 
seeing who prays. I stop all night 
at a brother's house, I eat with his 
family, and I begin to know how he 
feels. If he is a praying man, he will 
ask me to pray with him, or he will 
pray for me, and his family, and the 
welfare of Israel. 

I found, as I travelled round among 
the people, that many Elders of this 
| Church seldom bow down to pray* 
We canuot live righteously without 
praying. Show mean individual who 
lives without prayer, and I will show 
you an individual who lives without 
the bread of life. Let us pray, and 
get into heaven as fast as possible ; 
for we need not be many years in get- 
ting there. The quicker we get a 
Temple built, and preach the Gospel 
to the nations of the earth, and gather 
, the Saints, the quicker we shall be re- 
leased from the powers of darkness. 
If a man is perfectly filled with the 
Spirit of God, when the devil comes 
along there is no chance for him to 
enter. Here then is quite an advan- 
tage in a person s being continually 
filled with the Spirit of truth. So you 
are on the right track, you are right, 
and nobody can get you wrong. If 
you suffer the Spirit of the Lord to 
leave your hearts, and the devil comes 
along and finds an empty house, ho 
then enters in, and inasmuch as we 
are under transgression, he lays his 
hand upon us, saying, " You shall be 
my tool for me to work with, you have 
transgressed the laws of God, and my 
spirit shall lead you about ; you shall 
go into Gladdenism, to this and that 
ism, 11 I say you ought to feel the 
happiest people upon the earth, be- 
cause we have had experience in this 

Church ; we hare got righteous men 
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to lead us ; they have stood the test — 
stood through niobs, fire, sword, and 
death, and their knees have never 
trembled, nor their lips quivered upon 
any occasion ; but they have done 
every thing that could be done by 
mortal man for the good of this pep- 
pie, and for our deliverance* 

We have nothing to fear, but fear 
God and work righteousness all the 
days of our lives. Do not let us be 
cast down, nor be troubled about that 
which we cannot help. As the Apos- > 
tie Paul says, we have done the will 
of the Gentiles, but from this time we 
will serve the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. Let us weed our own gar- 
dens, take care of our own concerns, 
aud all will be right as far as we are 
concerned- I feel well, and I mean 
to go ahead in this great w ork ; I w r ant 
to see the winding up scene of this 
generation. If ever w r e are clipped of 
our Priesthood, our glory, and our 
crown, it will be- when we cease to 
faithfully preach the Gospel, cease to 
keep the commandments of God en- 
joined upon us t cease doing good to 
this people. Then, at once t the prin- 
ciples of ** Mormonism" will be con- 
tracted in us ; we shall become leaky 
Tessels in the principles of the Gospel, 
while we ought to retain every good 
thing we receive. 

Does a man lose any of his Priest- 
hood and power by going to heal and 
bless the sick? No, He receives a 
blessing at the same time. Is not a 
man blessed when he gets a revelation 
from God to this people ? He is ; and 
eo are we blessed if we do the work j 
of God. No man or woman is exempted 
from doing good ; we may do just as | 
much as we please. Let us have re- 
spect and kindness for each other ; let 
us feel well towards each other, speak 
good things to each other, and of each , 
other, for this is the way Saints should 
live. When we take this course we 
shall feel right. When I feel like 
blessing my brethren, like lifting them i 
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up, and exalting them in my feelings, 
I feel first-rate myself; but when I 
feel like dragging them down, I feel 
contracted in my feelings, my mind 
does not expand in the principles of 
M Mor monism ;" but when I feel to 
bless everybody and do right by night 
and day, I feel like blessing everybody, 
and strong like a young lion sallying 
from his thicket Do you want a 
qualification to that expression? I feel 
like blessing those who ought to be 
blessed, they do not stick anywhere 
else, God blesses no person, only on 
condition, neither do His servants. If 
a man rises up and prophecies great 
and glorious tilings on your head it is 
all oti conditions. And says Jesus 
Christ, " He that endure th to the end 
shall be saved." It is the faithful per- 
formance of our duties that will insure 
us an entrance into the celestial king- 
dom of God, not only to-day, but to 
the end of our lives. 

Now, brethren and sisters, may God 
bless you; pray for yourselves; go 
into the private chamber, and there 
kneel down, and make known your 
wants unto God ; if you ask wisdom 
He will not upbraid, but give it to you 
liberally. Get the spirit of prayer 
upon you, and then you are all right ; 
it is no matter where we are, so as wo 
are found doing the will of God. He 
does not require us to ascend these 
snow-capped mountains, or to go to 
the United States this winter, to do 
His will, but the arena of action is 
here, in our family circle, by our owti 
firesides, attending to our daily labors 
and local duties. And if a man wishes 
to have the Sj>irit, let him expand 
himself in temporal matters, or spir- 
itual if you please, for it is all spiritual 
and all temporal according to nay feel- 
ings. I preach the Gospel, it is tem- 
poral, it is manual labor; I would 
rather chop cord wood any time than 
do it, were I to consult my natural 
feelings. For when I preach to tho 

people X want to take the word in my 


liand and throw it down their necks, 
and say, " That is * Mormonisnv will 
you swallow it ? It is the truth from , 
heaven and I know it." That is ahout 
all the preaching a man can do. You 
may quote Scripture for a month, and 
a sectarian will rise up and tell you, 
* 6 We preach the Holy Scripture," hut I 
if they do, they do not know it is 
true. I know that " Mormonism " is 
true ; this testimony will make him 
shake like Belshnzzar of old. When 
a man knows that 44 Mormonism " is 
true, he is commissioned to preach 
the Gospel ; if he does not, he is not 
qualified. I 
We hare heard a great deal this 
morning ahout reading and qualifying 
ourselves ; it is right, and according 
to the revelations of God ; but if I 
cannot have but one of these qualifiea- 1 
tions given me* I want to have the 
testimony of Jesus, which will pierce 
them like a cannon balk It made me 
feel so. You will be called upon to go 
to the nations ; and before you go, as 
brother Jedediah said, we want you to 
have "Mormon " thunder in you; 
and if you have not got any of it, we 
will try to pump some in you before 
you start For you will have many f 
kinds of devils to contend with ; there 
are laughing devils, and crying devils, 
murmuring devils, and sympathetic 
devils, besides many more I could I 


name. But don't be afraid, brethren, 
you will all have a chance to go and 
see for yourselves. 

I belong to all the Quorums. One 
Quorum is just as necessary as another, 
and if so, it is just as honorable in its 
! place, sphere, and calling. What a 
beautiful Church the Lord has or- 
ganized ! We could not have thought 
of it ; it is altogether beyond the wis- 
dom of man, because a man, no 
matter how big, how eloquent, ot 
learned he may be, has to be admitted 
through the same door, he must pass 
through the same ordeal as the igno- 
rant, yet honest, poor man, he must 
be kicked, and culled, he must sacri- 
fice all things for Christ's sake, or he 
cannot reign with this people. How 
should we look among the exalted and 
glorified Saints who have passed 
through much suffering to obtain their 
crowns, if we had not passed through 
the same, could we reign with them 
with any satisfaction to ourselves ? I 
think not. As we heard here last 
Sunday, do not be discouraged be- 
cause you were not in the various 
troubles the Saints have passed through 
! on sundry occasions, for you will get 
a chance to try yourselves in like 
scenes, that you may have the same 
glory, exaltation, and crown. 

May the Lord bless you for Jesus 
Christ s sake* Amen. 
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Brethren and Sisters — I never saw 
the day iu which I felt more thankful 
than I do at the present time* that 
the God whom I serve has given me 
the Spirit of truth, I have no desire 
in my heart to manifest anvthing, by 
my words or by my actsi only the 
truth. 

There is not anything that has been 
revealed to me, since I came into this 
Church, hut what I most assuredly 
know to be true. " Morrnonism " is 
true, and we who have enlisted in this 
Church have enlisted in a good cause; 
and by continually obeying the truth 
to the end of our lives, it will lead us 
into the Celestial world ; and I know 
that there is no other way to get 
there, only by the principle of obedi- 
ence, and bringing our hearts to bear 
upon the truth, and to gauging our 
lives by it. I reflect many times upon 
these things, and am thankful that I 
know and possess the truth in a de- 
gree, still am aware that there are 
thousands of things before us which I 
have not yet attained to. The only 
-way for us to be useful to one another 
is to take a course to build upon the 
principles of truth, and never to suf- 
fer ourselves to cultivate any but the 
principles of right. 

I am satisfied that a mans con- 
duct has a great influence ; it has 
an influence with the Saints and 
with the world. The world is in pos- 
session of the truth and of the Spirit 
of the Lord in some degree ; as you 
have heard brother Brigham say a 
great many times, there is not an 
honest man or woman, who has heard 


the Gospel, but who has in a greater 
or less degree been influenced by 
that Spirit to believe it to be the 
truth — that Joseph Smith was a Pro- 
phet, an Apostle, a man sent of God 
to preach the Gospel. He was, 
whether they believe it or not. We 
live in a day and age of the world 
which we liave talked about a thou- 
sand times, but do we fully realize 
it ? We live in a day that the Apos- 
tles in the davs of Jesus, and the 
Patriarchs, and thousands of holy men 
actually saw — they beheld the day 
we now live in, and anxiously desired 
to eujoy it in the flesh, but they died 
without that privilege. Are we not 
privileged with that day ? Do we not 
live in the days of the Prophets and 
Apostles, in the days of Patriarchs 
and holy men f We do, I realize 
it, I reflect upon it, and desire that 
the people should reflect upon it, and 
diligently seek after the Spirit of 
truth — seek after the Holy Ghost, 
which is the Spirit of revelation, and 
it will reveal past things to you and 
show you things to come. Many 
times you reflect upon things, but are 
not certain whether they are correct 
or not, and by and by they will be re- 
vealed from this stand, the very things 
you had in your mind for years, and 
that the Spirit of God had shown to 
you, but you did not know how to 
organize and classify them, and judg 
of their truth. President Briglia 
Young is a. Prophet, and can presen 
doctrines to you, classify them, and 
set them in order ; that is his office ; 
and the Apostle has his office, which 
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is to preach the Gospel in all the 
world, and organize the Church, and 
set it in order, to take the elements 
and combine them together* 

Inasmuch as we are the Elders of 
Israel, the saviors of men, we should 
take u course to set an example that 
is worthy of imitation in our daily 
"walk, conversation, and business trans- 
actions. While we were hearing from 
this stand last Sabbath concerning 
the course which some men took in 
keeping groceries, ftc M I thought all 
men are not alike — have not all got 
strong minds, that it is the duty of 
every person never to introduce into 
or permit a thing to enter your houses 
that would have a tendency to allure 
the mind and lead it astray, but set a 
good example and do as you would 
wish to be dealt by ? 

A man who starts a drinking shop 
in the midst of this people, is intro- 
ducing that which has a tendency to 
lead away men who are habituated 
to strong drinks from their youth up, 
and have so craving an appetite for 
them that they cannot let them alone 
if they are where they cati be got 

Another thing, it does not suit my 
mind to believe that man to be a good 
man who would present anything to 
his neighbor that is calculated in its 
nature to be injurious. As we are the 
people of God, as 14 Mormonism n is 
true, and as we have enlisted under 
the banner of Christ the King, the 
Savior of the world, and as he taught 
the laws of his Father, we should do 
his will and keep his commandments 
as he kept the commandments of his 
Father, and never allow ourselves to 
do wrong, or act in any/ manner that 
would lead any one astray. 

But where a man does permit him- 
self to do those things, I have no 
doubt that in process of time it will 
work together for good to those who 
love God and keep His command- 
ments. We can see who is righteous, 
who is false, and who is true. Let us 


keep the commandments of God, and 
when we meet together, as we have 
this afternoon, and every afternoon, 
to partake of the Sacrament, let us 
pray that we may be strengthened in 
our bodies and spirits, that we may bo 
filled with the same spirit, power, 
truth, and righteousness that dwelt ia 
the bosom of Jesus, that we may 
cleave to the vine and partake of the 
same nourishment with it 

Let us all take a course to do right, 
and, if we all do right, there is no per- 
son here that will do wrong. I am 
aware that there will have to be a sift- 
ing, but would there be any necessity 
for it if the elements were pure? No. 
You can obtain pure sand here upon 
the public works, and with that you 
can make good tempered mortar, for 
the better it is tempered the better 
wall you can put up for your habita- 
tion. Temper the mortar and let the 
sand bo clear of stone, roots, and 
every imperfect thing. 

If this were the case the masons 
would have no use for the coarse 
screen to throw the sand against, nor 
for a fine sieve to separate the finer 
particles. It is just so with us. The 
Lord will keep sifting, and will prepare 
a riddle and sieve, that is, the devil will 
riddle you, and after that he will sift 
you. Did not the Savior tell one of 
his disciples that the devil desired to 
sift him as wheat is sifted ? We have 
come together here, the wheat is 
gathered in from the four quarters 
ready for the thrashing and sifting. 
The world is called the field, and the 
reapers are going forth to reap and 
bind up the wheat, or children of tha 
kingdom, into churches, and then 
draw them together from the four 
quarters of the earth. For what 
: purpose ? In order t that the wheat 
may be thrashed, and after it is 
thrashed it must go through the fan- 
ning mill, and many of the kernels 
are blown out with the chaff. The 
heavier wheat drops down in the place 
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prepared to receive it, and at the 
mill it has to go through the smut 
machine before it is ground , and after 
it is ground it has to go through a 
bolt. 

At the far end of the bolt there are 
fans, into which the flour enters, then 
it keeps growing coarser and coarser, 
and then goes out the bran at the 
hind end. In this country we have 
got a thrashing machine that is fitted 
with three places ; one for the chaff, 
another for the smut, and other foul 
articles, and a third to retain the 
wheat ; hence they can go off south, in 
this way or that way, and some go 
after gold, and some after a better 
climate, for they do not like this 
climate, as they say the winters eat 
up the summers. 

I am more than willing that all 
such should go, for if they all the 
time want to go there, let them go. 
We have got to be brought back into 
the presence of our Father in heaven, 
from whence we have fallen ; aud if 
we calculate on this we must pass 
through trials, suffering, and sifting. 
If you get thrashed, do not murmur 
Brethren, let us take the right course, 
listen to the counsels we are blessed 
with and that we know to be right. 

If you will uot take the course the 
Lord has marked out, you might as 
well back out and go down to the re- 
gions of despair, to the gold regions, 
or where you please, but do not trou- 
ble us, we are bound to be Saints, 
We know that this work is true, and 
if you don't know how to take a course 
that will bind you to it, plead with 
and ask God until you do get know- 
ledge for yourselves, until you can 
bear the same testimony as we do. 
When you can do that, you will have 
favor with God, He will prosper you 
here and multiply His blessings upon 
us, until we are redeemed and pre- 
pared to enter into His glory, and sit 
down with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Moses, and Joseph. 


DISCOURSES. 

You know the revelation says that 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob entered 
into their glory and exaltation, and 
they have done this ; you can sit 
down with them by taking the same 
course that they did. Let us cheer 
up, let us be comforted. We are 
comforted, we are blessed, and you 
feel just as good a spirit here as ever 
you felt in any place. 

You who have lately come in, if you 
are not very careful, will get to mur- 
muring and fin ding fault with us, and 
to think that we are not religious 
enough. I admit that I am not quite 
so sanctimonious as they are in Lon- 
don, but I believe that we have got 
something they have not, we eiyoy 
something they do not. The feelings 
I enjoy, yield me pleasures that far 
exceed those derived from the mere 
luxuries of the world, and that is, to 
have dwelling in me the power of 
the Holy Ghost, to be honest, and as 
pure as a babe, as a lamb, or as an 
angeL 

If you enjoy that condition, breth- 
ren and sisters, never be troubled 
about anything, about food, raiment, 
houses, lauds, the devil, or any w icked 
person, and we will gain the victory, 
and become Kings and Priests to our 
God aud to His Christ, If every in- 
dividual will overcome for himself, he 
will be crowned. This Church and 
Kingdom will never fall, therefore let 
me hear about pure Saints and a pure 
plan of salvation. Let us observe the 
order of God, and every one be hum* 
ble to that order and His authorities 
that preside over us. Let these Saints 
in the valleys of the mountains be 
subject to their officers, the people to 
their Bishops, and the Bishops to 
their rulers, and in this way we will 
move on with mighty power. As for 
the devil and the world, with its com- 
bined powers, if they are all arraigned 
against us, we have power with God 
to overcome them all. 

In the days of Israel, we read that 


THE WORD 

one chased a thousand and two put 
ten thousand to flight. The Lord 
would sen)! an influence, perhaps a 
spirit rapping would get into their 1 
midst, and they would go to work and 
slay one another. Cannot the Lord 
do the same now ? Cannot He turn 
over mountains, if we were followed 
up by enemies, and heap them upon 
them just as easy as I can turn over 
an apple? You need not borrow 
trouble about brother Brigham — he 
does right all the time, God is with 
him, angels are with him and round 
about him night and day* The wis- 
dom of God is given to him, and it 
will supersede the wisdom of the 
world ; I know this as well as I know 
that you are here this day, 1 
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The ungodly killed Joseph and Hy* 
rum, but in so doing they furthered 
the work of G od more than ten fold * 
Joseph laid the foundation, and left 
us to build the building, and when we 
are gone we will leave others, for it 
must be done. Do not be troubled, 
but do what you have been told to- 
dav, and never take a course to tram- 
mel the First Presidency in their ope- 
rations, but take off their shackles 
and burdens and carry them your- 
selves, for you have just as muck 
physical strength as they have. There 
is scarcely a weakly man or woman 
here ; then carry your own burdens* 
God bless you for ever. Amen, 


THE WORD OF WISDOM. 

An Address by Elder Ezra T. Benson, Delivered in the Bowery $ Great Sail Lake CUf % 

April 8, 1855. 


I feel to rejoice this morning in the 
remarks that I have heard, and I feel 
to bear testimony to the same, and 
also to all the instructions given 
dtfring this Conference, 

I feel that it is good to be here, 
and I can say that I have tried to 
appreciate the blessings we enjoy in 
common with my brethren. It is in- 
deed a privilege to rise before an as- 
sembly of Saints in the Valleys of the 
Mountains, before those that are now 
so comfortably and favorably located 
in this place; and while brother George 
A. Smith was speaking upon the 
"Word of Wisdom/* there was a 
dream occurred to my mind that I 
heard related by one of the brethren 
a short time ago. He said there was 


a proclamation issued hy the Presi- 
dent of the Church of Jesus Christ, 
for the Elders of Israel to collect those 
together who had kept the command- 
ments of God, for there was a work 
that the Lord had for them to per- 
form. The people came together very 
slowly and reluctantly ; once in a 
while a few would come along, but a 
leader off was wanted, and perhaps 
an Elder would be seen coming up, but 
it seemed to be slow work collecting 
the people together. After a while 
there was another proclamation issued 
for the people to come together in 
masses, those that were true, and that 
Vere known to be trying to keep the 
commandments of God, and they then 
came up by thousands, by tens of 
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thousands, and by hundreds of thou- 
sands. I felt that it was so this morning, 
that those that had been speaking had 
touched the right subject, and it was 
very good ; and T felt that there would 
be very few in this vast congregation, 
(if they were called out,) who had kept 
the ** Word of Wisdom ; " if all such 
were called for, I am persuaded that 
there would be very few that would 
come forth, Wut if the word were, 
** Come forth, all ye Latter-day Saints 
that are trying to keep the Word of 
Wisdom,* 1 I feel that there would be 
many that would come forth, and I 
believe I would be among that num- 
ber that would be found trying to 
keep the Word of Wisdom. 

When we first heard the revelation 
upon the Word of Wisdcupi many of 
us thought it consisted merely in 
our drinking tea and coffee, but it is 
not only using tea and coffee and 
our tobacco and whisky, but it is every 
other evit which is calculated to con- 
taminate this people. The Word of 
Wisdom implies to cease from adul- 
tery, to cease from all manner of ex- 
cesses, and from all kinds of wicked- 
ness and abomination that are common 
amongst this generation — it is, strictly 
speaking, keeping the commandments 
of God, and living by every word that 
proeeedeth from His mouth. 

This is the way that I understand 
the Word of Wisdom, consequently 
we have to keep all the command- 
ments, if I understand the matter 
correctly, in connexion with this Word 
of Wisdom, in order to obtain the 
blessings, for unless we do keep the 
commandments of God, aud not offend 
in any one point, we have not a full 
claim upon the blessings promised in 
connexion with this portion of the 
word of the Lord. 

The Lord says, in reference to these 
things mentioned in the Word of 
Wisdom, that they are not good for 
the body ! I know that my brethren 
and sisters feel as I do, they have a 


desire to keep the Word of Wisdom,, 
and know it is the wish of the Pre- 
sidency that the Riders of Israel should 
preach upon the Word of Wisdom,, 
and establish it in the minds of the 
people, and suffer not themselves from 
desire to be overcome by the habits of 
those among whom they travel to 
preach the Gospel, but be an example 
in all things. 

I can say one thing which I am 
very thankful for, I never partook of 
an evil in my life because my brethren 
did, but I have always tried to act and 
live upon my own agency. If 1 have 
sinned, it has been through my own 
ignorance ; if I go astray, it is because 
my mind and my nature are human. 

I have ever felt determined to take 
a course to enjoy the Spirit of the 
Lord, and when He has left me to 
myself, and 1 have been tempted, I 
have always trusted in the Lord and 
endeavored to obey Iliin, and not 
to give way to the tempter; and 
1 want this feeling to sink deep into 
the hearts of every man and woman 
calling themselves Latter-dav Saints. 
And when 1 hear a word dropped by 
any one that will tend to thwart the 
design of God s holy word, why then 
I feel most indignant* 

1 wish to see men observe and teach 
the Word of Wisdom in their families, 
for to see men throw a bad influence 
upon the word of the Lord, I was 
going to say such a spirit is a stink in 
the nostrils of all righteous men. 

!Many of the Saints excuse them- 
selves for chewing tobacco because 
others use it, but let us examine our- 
selves this morning, and see if such a 
course will be justifiable before our 
heavenly Father. 

W here is the man that excuses 
himself on this account ? I ask him 
— is it righteousness for him to ex- 
Icuse himself in order to free himself 
from blame ? If it is not, let him 
repent, cease his excusations, and turn 
unto the Lord his God s and work 
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righteousness all the days of his life, j 
that he may be saved in the kingdom 
of heaven. I 
You know it as an old Methodist 
doctrine, that every tub has to stand 
upon its own bottom, and we will find 
that it is so hefore we get through : 
yet we will find, brethren and sisters, 
that it is for evety man and woman to 
take a course to save themselves indi- 
vidually, obey counsel, observe all the 
revelations of Jesus Christ that shall 
be given to us as a people in this pre- 
sent age, whether by the dreams of 
the night, the visions of the day, or 
the revelations of Go&& Holy Spirit, 
and to follow after righteousness, pur- 
sue the course marked out for the 
people of God, and then all will be 
well with us in this life, and also in 
that which is to come* 

I feel to rejoice, and I thank my 
heavenly Father that we have es- 
caped thus far the contaminating in- 
fluences of the Gentiles, and I always 
do rejoice that our lives are prolonged 
upon the earth, I never attended a 
Conference in my life but I felt thank* 
ful to God that I had fellowship and 
a standing in the midst of this mighty 
people, and that I had some confidence 
before them and also the God whom 
we serve. 

We are indeed a blessed people, 


prosperity attends us as a community, 
the wicked and even the very devils 
are prophesying the prosperity of this 
people, to say nothing about the pre- 
dictions of the Latter-day Saints them* 
selves. The great and influential 
amongst the nations are all the time 
speaking of the success and prosperity 
that attend this people, and their 
telling this is what stirs up the devil. 

"We are going to build a temple, 
we are now laving the foundation, and 
when it is completed we expect to 
receive our blessings, and do you 
think the devil knows this ? Yes, he 
knows all about it, and he stirs up the 
wicked, and why does he do this? To 
hinder the people of God from obtain- 
ing the blessings they desire. (It 
i then began to rain, and brother Ben- 
son remarked,} Well, I can stand the 
rain if you can. Brethren and sisters, 
we are neither sugar nor salt, although 
we are a little of both. Give us your 
attention for a few moments, and wo 
I will dismiss till two o clock. 
1 May the Lord bless you, that your 
hearts may be comforted, and that 
you may listen to all the instructions 
1 that you have heard during this Con* 
' ference ; this is my determination. 
May God bless you through Christ 
our Redeemer. Amen, 


/ 
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As I arise I am cautioned by Presi- 
dent Kiiaabail to be careful that my 
hair does not blow off; I shall exer- 
cise as much care and caution as pos- 
sible ou the subject ; bat if it should 
actually eonie off, I have very few 
friends here to-day in this numerous 
audience but what know very well 
how my head looks perfectly bare, 
and consequently I should not feel as 
though I was subject to any particu- 
lar disgrace, while I can enjoy the 
comfort of sitting in the congregation 
without having my head tied up in a 
handkerchief, or suffering with a cold. 

I feel a little sorry this morning 
that our meeting house is so* small ; 
really it seems too bad that we have 
not a little more room, but it fulfils 
very clearly the early predictions of 
the first President of the Church, 
(Joseph Smith,) that we may build as 
many houses as we would, and we 
should never get one big enough to 
hold the Saints ; and I presume, be- 
fore this immense Bowery is abso- 
lutely enclosed, and comfortably seat- 
ed, that wo shall find it too small to 
accommodate those who wish to attend 
here on the Sabbath day, or on any 
important occasion. 

In rising to speak to so vast an as- 
sembly, I am reminded of the old rup- 
ture of my lungs, which was made 
while preaching in the streets of Lon- 
don to scattered assemblies, to per- 
sons in the courts, in the squares, in 
the windows of buildings four and five 
stories high, and on different sides of 
the streets, in the midst of a foggy, 


smoky, damp atmosphere. It is a 
rupture which caused my lungs to 
bleed, and which has been a constant 
caution and effectual check to my 
course' in life, inquiring me to keep 
within a certain limit, with, however, 
this condition, that, live or die, or 
whatsoever might be in the road, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ I would jrcrtch, 
and the testimony of the fulness of 
the Gospel of the Lord to the Saints 
in the last days I would bear, where- 
ever and whenever I had the oppor- 
tunity, backed with a faith in me that 
I would have power and health to do 
this ; at the same time any kind of 
exercise, that would heat my blood for 
one half hour, would produce conside- 
rable bleeding from the lungs, and yet 
by the aid of your faith I undertake 
to address this immense audience, 
with full confidence that I shall suc- 
ceed so that a great portion will hear 
me, and by the stillness of the balance 
I may be enabled to make them all 
hear me, though it requires a great 
effort for even a man with sound lungs 
to make ten thousand persons hear 
him speak distinctly, 

I have been a member of this 
Church from my childhood : I com- 
menced to advocate the Book of Mor- 
mon when only thirteen years of age. 
The second day after I got hold of it 
I read it nearly through. News flew 
round the neighborhood that the "gold- 
en bible " had come, and a large com- 
pany of neighbors came in to see the 
book ; they commenced to examine 
and find fault with it, and I to ans- 
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Tver their objections, as I thought they 
looked so unreasonable ; although I 
had not made my mind up on the 
subject, yet I tried to remove their 
objections ; the result was, the whole 
company went away confounded, leav- 
ing me surprised that they could not 
raise any stronger objections against 
it ; and from that day to this i have 
not let any proper occasion slip that 
presented to me an opportunity of de- 
fending the mission of Joseph Smith, 
and the Book of Mormon, to the very 
best of my ability. It may be said of 
me that I never knew anything else 
but " 31 or monism," vet I have found 
that some of the traditions of my early 
education (as I was piously educated 
at the Sunday school in the doctrine 
and principles of Presbyterianism) — 
some of these principles which I re* 
ceived in my youth have clung to me 
so closely that I have had to stop at 
times and reflect whether I had learn- 
ed that from the proper source* or 
whether it was part of my old cate- 
chism, which 1 must confess I have 
forgotten. 

I introduce these remarks as a pre- 
face to my discourse, because I have 
been pleased by the remarks of the . 
First Presidency, especially by those 
of ( President Biigham Youug, on the 
subject of the appointment of Bishops ; 
he wishes to appoint ihose who have 
grown up in the Church, who have 
not lived a great portion of their days 
under the influence of sectarian tra- 
ditions of their fathers, and been sub- 
ject to the slavish notions of cast-iron 
creeds, that when they entered into 
this Church, they were so bound in 
them, they never could be unbound, 
and that even now in performing the 
duties of their callings they do not 
learn enough of the tilings of God to 
in every instance discriminate between 
the two, I had discovered in a num- 
ber of instances that appointments of 
this kind to different offices did not 
'work well ; and that when men who 


are not very old when they come into 
the Church, all they have learned is 
the truth, and are not under the ne- 
cessity of unlearning what they might 
have learned in twenty, forty, or fifty 
years, of old tenets, creeds, doctrines, 
and nonsense, but have taken a start 
from the right foundation, and what 
they did learn havs learned it right. 

I thought I would take the liberty 
of addrcbbing the younger brethren, 
as a great portion of this congregation 
are what might be termed in the 
States, Young America, if you please, 
or among us, " Young Mormons," 
those who have been raised in the 
midst of persecutions, and the instruc* 
tions the Saints have enjoyed. Presi- 
dent Y'oung, in the course of his re- 
marks, introduces the subject of the 
divisions that exist in New York poli- 
tics; for instance, it is customary in the 
political circles of New Y'ork, and has 
extended from that capital throughout 
the Union, to denominate men that 
have become somewhat superannuated 
in their veins, or have got the old- 
fashioned slow motion about them, 
11 old fogies*" For instance, there are 
but few of us but what can remember 
when railroads were first introduced 
into the United States. It is not dif- 
ficult for old men to remember when 
the first steamboat was built, or when 
the first telegraph wire was put in 
operation ; and it is properly denomi- 
nated the (i fast age/" Men who have 
got the old principles of locomotion — 
that cannot accommodate their feel- 
ings to the great improvements of the 
fast age — that have got their educa- 
tion on the slow track, and are deter- 
mined to follow it, it would be better 
for them to stand aside, and clear the 
track for the telegraph speed of the 
present generation just rising up on 
their heels* 

I was pleased with the resolution* 
as far as it was necessary to apply it ; 
but there are a great many men of 
the most mature age, who were at a 


mature age when the)* received tins 
Gospel, that never had imbibed scarce- 
ly any sectarian prejudices ; and those 
that they had got, when they dis- 
covered they were of little use, they i 
have cast them behind the lighthouse* 
and let them go with the waves. 
There are others who have stood in 
the stream of light until every single ! 
particle of the old imperfections and 
old prejudices that could possibly 
have adhered to them, have been car- 
ried away ; the light of the Spirit has 
showered upon them so brilliantly 
that all of us who were younger 
when we entered the work, were in- 
structed , taught, and made acquainted 
with the things of God, through the 
wisdom and light which God has 
given them. 

Mankind is capable of a great 
many extravagances; we very well 
remember the time when a very zea- 1 
lous man named Hawley, arraigned 
Joseph Smith before Bishop's counsel 
in Kirtland, and charged him with 
having forfeited his office as a Pro- 
phet of God, because he had not pro- 
hibited the aged sisters from wearing 
caps* I attended the Council, which 
was held very late, and the man there 
advocated that he was cut off from 
the Church, for God had cut him 
off from the Church, as well as from 
his Apostleship, because he had suf- 
fered the men to wear little cushions 
on the shoulders of their coat sleeves. 
It being then fashionable to wear a 
little cotton on the shoulders, and 
in consequence of some of the breth- 
ren wearing such coats, the Prophet 
of God was cut off from the Church by 
this man, and persecuted as an im- 
postor, and another was placed in his 
stead. 

That man was possessed of such 
wisdom as man could reasonably 
manifest, yet he was so perfectly full 
of folly and of his own traditions and 
notions he had fancied over in his 
own head, that seemingly it was im- 


possible for him to understand any- 
thing better; he was blinded, and 
lifted his hand against the Prophet 
of God. Instances of this kind have 
been continually accumulating, and 
it is one of the most perfect illustra- 
tions of the sayings of the Prophet, 
that He would sift His people as with 
a sieve. It has been a constant sift- 
ing from the time we entered the 
Church up to the present ; some would 
compel it, while in others none of the 
old prejudices have predominated;' 
and so it has continued until twenty- 
five years have passed away, and until 
a great number of persons have risen 
up who have not the prejudices of 
their fathers to contend with, and if 
they will humble themselves with all 
their might, knowledge, and intelli- 
gence, power will grow in them, and 
they will approximate nearer to the 
things of God, to get more light, 
more knowledge, more intelligence, 
more faith, and more power to spread 
forth the work of God, and to roll 
forth the kingdom their fathers have 
been able to obtain. 

It is an old proverb, that as the old 
birds crow the young ones learn. 
There are a great many habits a great 
many customs which our fathers have 
imbibed, and which their children have 
been induced more or less to practise, 
which are decidedly in opposition to 
the true principles of life and pros- 
perity ; now for us who are young, we 
are full of life and vigor, to think, 
because our fathers or mothers in- 
dulged in a good cup of tea, or cup of 
coffee, and a hundred other different 
luxuries which are at variance with 
the Word of Wisdom, that we must 
follow the same track, pursue tke 
same course, and not only ourselves 
become slaves to the same habits, but 
transmit them to our posterity, and 
continue them, that we may preserve 
the old Gentile customs which have 
been established under a system of 
tactics that have been introduced hy 


ORDAINING YOUNG X 

medical men, to injure the health of 
the community and to make for them- 
selves a growing business ! I do not 
believe in the constant use of tobacco 
and hot drinks, although they have 
been for a long time steadily recom- 
mended by men in the medical pro- 
fession as beneficial to health ; I be- 
lieve that learned doctors do know, 
when they are doing so, they are in- 
troducing a system of things to make 
men sick throughout their lives, weak- 
en the human race, and make busi- 
ness for medical practitioners. If 
men wish to grow up in these moun- 
tains, free from disease, and from the 
power of the destroyer, and become 
strong and powerful like tigers — like 
giants in Israel, let them observe the 
principles laid down in the words of 
wisdom, let them observe them when 
they are children, let them grow up 
breathing a pure atmosphere, drinking 
pure water, and partaking of the 
wholesome vegetation, observing the 
words of wisdom, and they will grow 
up mighty men ; one of them will be 
worth Jive dozen of those who are 
steeped and boiled by hot drinks, and 
tanned in tobacco juice* 

While I address you, brethren, 
upon this subject, I speak more from 
observation of the conduct of others 
than from my own experience ; I have ob- 
served considerable upon this matter ; 
I know that indulging in habits of 
this kind, however simple they may 
seem, they lead in the end to great 
evil, and I know from experience that 
our tastes are in a great measure ar- 
tificial. Now when a " Mormon " 
Elder comes up to me, and wants to 
get a little counsel, and his breath 
smells as though he had swallowed a 
still-house, it is all I can possibly do 
to remain near enough to him to hear 
his story; he necessarily wishes to 
come up close to me, as such men are 
sure to have a secret they wish to 
whisper, and their breath is so offen- 
sive, I am forced to retire. When 1 
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am called upon to give counsel to a 
man who is indulging in these iutem- 
perate practices, I feel at a loss to 
know whether my counsel is going to 
do him good or harm, or whether he 
will pay any attention to it after he 
gets it, 

I know that many men have per- 
sisted in the use of these stimulating 
articles until they cannot do without 
them, or they think they cannot. 
Perhaps sometimes when they have 
been reduced by sickness or fatigue, 
they have then been under the neces- 
sity of taking some of these things as 
a medicine to revive sinking nature, 
and this was probably when tlity first 
began to practise the use of them, and 
laid the foundation for a short life. 
They now wish me to prolong their 
days, like the old toper who had un- 
dermined his constitution, and who 
was about to die in consequence of 
drinking a quart of brandy a day ; he 
sent for the doctor ; he, being anxious 
to preserve the life of bis patient, 
dared not stop the use of brandy en- 
tirely, nor yet suffer the inebriate to 
persist in his usual course, ordered 
his patient three glasses of French 
brandy with loaf sugar per day, upon 
which the old toper shrugged his 
shoulders and said, u Doctor, aint it 
bad to take /" In introducing the 
use of things injurious to our health, 
when we commence it, it is not so 
pleasant ; perhaps in a fit of sickness, 
prostrated by the ague, cut down by 
disease, we will indulge in these kinds 
of habits, until by and bye a taste is 
formed for them, and we feel that we 
really must have our tea or our coffee ; 
a glass of liquor does us good occasion- 
ally. How often does " occasionally * 
come ? " O, once in a while." How 
often is that ? " Why, every now and 
then." And it gets so, by and bye, if 
a man has addicted himself to it and 
don't have it, he feels quite lonely, he 
feels lost, as though there was some- 
thing wrong about him, and he be- 
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comes such a perfect slave to it, he 
cannot exercise his talents or his in- 
genuity. I have seen distinguished 
members of the bar with whom it was 
absolutely necessary they should take 
a drink of spirits in the middle of ft 
plea, to brighten their ideas ; the re- ; 
suit is, it will briug a man to a prema- 
ture grave, i 
I say to Young America, brethren 
and sisters, if we have imbibed such 
habits, let us lay them ofY; let us suf- 
fer our fathers aud mothers to drink 
the tea and the coffee, aud chew all 
the tobacco they want, and as long as 
we can get it for them, because they 
have imbibed this practice years ago, 1 
and now to deprive them of these 
things altogether might endanger their 
lives ; but when it comes to us, who 
have not been believers in the doe- 
trine, let us take these things as we 
would calomel, opium, arsenic, lobelia, 
corrosive sublimate, or any other drugs 
which are so much valued among 
physicians. Now if a man really felt 
as if he were dying, and was anxious 
to hurry himself away, a dose of strych- 
nine might assist him. Now anything 
that a man takes that stimulates his 
nerves above their proper mode of ac- 
tion when he is in health, his system 
will fall in the same proportion below 
a healthy action, and it will require a 
little more the next time to stimulate 
it to the same height, and so on, until 
the system refuses to be stimulated, 
aud the person will suddenly fall into 
the grave. So much, then, will ans- 
wer for my remarks upon this sub- 
ject, 

I believe, brethren, many of us have 
accustomed ourselves to using articles 
prohibited in the Word of Wisdom, 
which prohibition is designed for the 
benefit of the Saints in Zion, and in 
all the world ; we frequently use them 
merely out of compliment. For in- 
stance, I call in a brother's house, the 
lady of the house knows I am an 
Apostle, and she wishes to treat me 
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with marked respect, and she supposes 
I am entirely unmindful of the pre- 
cepts contained in the Word of Wis- 
dom, makes me a cup of tea or coffee; 
well, I think it is a pity to throw it 
away, after it has spoiled half a gallon 
of the best American creek water, and 
I drink it to save it. This is not 
only the case with me, but with other 
young men also, (for I can call myself 
a young man with a perfect grace now, 
for I have as fine a head of hair as 
any of you) ; a great many of us take 
these stimulating drinks for the sake 
of fashion. If I should happen to 
come across those who know how to 
use " the good crater," they will invito 
me to partake with them ; if I refuse, 
they will then begin to urge ; but the 
best policy to be observed in cases of 
this kind is to do as we have a mind 
to ; if we do not want rt the intoxica- 
ting drink," let them take it all ; and 
if we do, we will take it without urg- 
ing, and bear the responsibility our- 
selves. This is the best policy I 
would wish to be governed by, though 
I have had to say, once or twice in my 
life, " Gentlemen, I do not wish to be 
urged/* If a man refuses to drink 
with those who indulge in the use of 
strong drinks, it is customary to con- 
sider it a want of friendship. Let us 
be our own masters, and not believe 
we must be chained down to these 
foolish and hurtful traditions. 

It has happened to be my lot to 
visit a good many of the Branches ; a 
great portion of the time that I have 
been in this Church, I have spent 
in travelling. Last year, in per- 
forming the duties of historian, when 
I found that constant application to 
these duties became severe on my 
health, I would go out in the neigh- 
boriug settlements and preach to the 
people, and stir them up to diligence 
and obedience ; in this way I have had 
a good opportunity to observe the 
feelings and sentiments of the people, 
which operate upon the hearts of the 
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Saints in the different settlements of 
these valleys. 

The view that I wish to take on 
this subject is, that there is in many 
of the settlements a want of union. 
For instance, they will get together in 
a meeting, and conclude that they will 
have a certain man for a President, or 
for a Bishop, they will all agree to it, 
then some few individuals will go 
back into a corner and say, " Well, 
brother, don't von think that such a 
man would have made a great deal the 
best President?" And whenever the 
President steps forward to introduce 
a measure, the next thing he would 
come across would be, two or three of 
the brethren will kindly say to one 
another, " 1, for one, don't like that 
measure/' You understand the sim- 
ple lever power, the most simple of 
all mechanical principles ; you know 
that I can take a lever, and by get- 
ting a first-rate good purchase, I can 
hold as much as twenty men can 
roll; the result is, if I cannot have 
it my way, I might by that means 
prevent the President from having it 
his way, I am more intimate with 
the City of Provo ; its population I do 
not now exactly recollect, but it is 
probably about three thousand five 
hundred; its locality is one of the 
best in the mountains, from the fact 
that the position is in the midst of a 
heavy amount of water power, which 
can be easily applied to machinery to 
the best possible advantage ; it is also 
surrounded with the best farming 
land, with an abundant means of irri- 
gation by the application of a very 
little labor, and the facilities for tim- 
ber are a great deal more convenient 
than in other places, referring espe- 
cially to this Territory. Provo is 
also the County Seat of Utah County, 
gathering to its centre a great amount 
of county business, at any rate such a 
portion of it as pertains to keeping of 
records, which makes it a kind of 
general place of resort for men from 


every part of the county, who wish to 
do business of this kind. 

I give you this description to show 
you that they have every facility to 
make it one of the handsomest and most 
wealthy cities, according to the num- 
ber of its inhabitants ; they have a 
rich soil as well as an abundance of 
water and mill privileges ; and yet, for 
want of union in the feelings of that 
community, the place has been a great 
portion of the time at a kind of drag, 
the progress of the place has been 
slow; for when any measure would 
be presented, a few individuals would 
use their influence to check the wheel. 
The fact is, if they were not disposed 
to roll the load over, they could clog 
the wheels and hinder in a great mea- 
sure its progress. 

That has been the difficulty which 
has existed in that place, and in other 
places, and it has had the effect of re- 
tarding the progress of the place in 
wealth, in prosperity, in public build- 
ings, schools, roads, bridges, and other 
improvements, in private interests, 
and in farming facilities. To any 
man who has an idea of what men can 
accomplish, this arrangement is posi- 
tively obnoxious ; it seems as a clear 
illustration of the necessity of Saints 
being united. There is a city in Utah 
County, by the name of Springville; 
in consequence of a little division 
which has arisen there occasionally, 
they have been prevented, for several 
years, from building anything like a 
reasonable amount of school houses, 
compared with the number of its in- 
habitants ; there are individuals there 
who have been all the time blocking 
the wheels, and by that means they 
hinder the onward progress of the 
whole community in their labor of 
public improvements. 

Now, brethren, almost all the diffi- 
culties that have been brought on the 
Saints from the beginning, were in 
the iirst place in 0011^4 uence of this 
kind of division. There is nothing. 
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we ought to guard against so much, 
on the face of the earth, as against 
division of this kin J, or any other 
kind. It is an old adage that " union 
is strength," and a very true one. An 
old Scythian king, who had many sons, 
on his death bed called them around 
him, and some of them suggested to 
him the propriety of his dividing his 
dominions among all his sons. He 
took a bundle of arrows, and gave 
them to his sons, saying, 4t Break that 
bundle of arrows," They passed the 
arrows round and all tried to break 
them, as the old man lay upon his 
death bed, and they could not. He 
then said, 4L Now untie them, and then 
break them ; " which was easily done. 
He then said to his sons, M If you are 
all united as one man, you can never 
be overpowered or destroyed, but if 
you divide you will be easily con- 
quered." We can now behold the 
result in the Russian Empire, This 
principle applies to the Saints, and to 
every principle of division that sticks 
out in any Branch of the Church ; 
hang together, and love, and faithfully 
carry out the measures of those who 
preside, for they know the best what 
measures to adopt 

The principle of division aims di- 
rectly at the foundation of the Church. 
"But," say some, a Iam nobody, and 
if I stick out I cannot do much hurt 
anyhow," You can do a little, you 
can do all the hurt you are able to do ; 
and the little influence you have, if it 
counts in any way, it should count in 
favor of the common cause, and not 
against it ; if it counts in its favor, it 
counts twice. My exertions w'outd count 
for what they are worth ; not only this, 
but if I was operating against the 
cause, it would take one of equal capa- 
city of myself to balance against me* 

The time is coming when one shall 
chase a thousand, and two shall put 
ten thousand to flight When will 
that be ? When Israel is united. If 
all this people were absolutely united 


with all their hearts to pull upon one 
grand thread, upon one grand cord, 
they would have power and dominion 
over the whole earth ; all the men 
and devils in hell, on the earth, or 
anywhere else could not make a suc- 
cessful opposition against us. The 
chief point we have got to maintain is 
the point of union ; that is all that 
is necessary to be done to secure all 
we anticipate. That is what we have 
been schooled for in the school-house 
of trouble and affliction. 

It is hard to make the Saints unite J, 
and we have to be sifted and sifted 
until we are perfectly united, that 
every man in the kingdom will be 
united as one man, and then no power 
can break our ranks. Talk about the 
power of men, only let the Saints bo 
united, and their power vanishes away; 
it becomes weakness. But how is it ? 
How is it in families? How many 
men are there that can take their fa- 
milies, and gather round the family 
altar, and all of them bow before the 
Lord without a jar of feeling, with ono 
perfect unity, every one willing to 
submit with the most perfect submis- 
sion to the will of the Lord, as clay in 
the hands of the potter ? 1 low many 
families, I say, are there in Israel 
where this union exists in this style, 
in all its purity and power ? How 
many men would be permitted to rear 
a family altar of this kind even in his 
own house? How many wards can 
we find in all Israel that could unite 
so that they would not find a single 
word of fault with each other, or 
grumble at the Bishop? The only 
way we can ever obtain this point is 
to look at our own faults and not at 
our neighbors \ and listen to the coun- 
sel of those men whom God sets tm 
counsel us ; correct the errors in our- 
selves, and dwell on our own faults. 

I recollect once in Iron County one 
of the brethren got irritated at me* 
and threatened to report my conduct 
to the First President ; I wanted la 


ORDAINING YOUNG Id 

know what I had done, and he went on 
and gave a whole list of my sins for six 
months past, he seemed to be as well 
acquainted with them as though he 
had counted them over every day after 
his prayers, as the Catholic counts his 
beads. One sin was, I had threatened 
to beat a tiamster if he did not stop 
abusing his oxen, and a great many 
more such like. After he had read 
all my sins over at once, the list rather 
shocked me, but I suspected, instead 
of counting his own faults, and keep- 
ing a record of them, he had been at 
work to keep a record of mine ; instead 
of living to correct his own faults, hg 
was trying to correct mv errors. 

When lie got through, I said if he 
reported me to the Presidency, they 
would correct my faults, and that 
would do me good I was ready to 
make all due acknowledgment, and 
was prepared to receive reproof with a 
thankful heart, whenever it was ne- 
cessary, for all my faults ; at the 
same time I really did feel as though 
he had dwelt more upon my faults 
than his own ; he subsequently ac- 
knowledged that was the fact, and I 
consequently escaped being brought 
before the Presidency, I always did 
feel, when I saw a man abusing his 
oxen, who could not defend them- 
selves, to lay the whip about his back, 
and I have once or twice come very 
near trying the operation. I believe 
every man in Israel is responsible as 
to how he uses his cattle; I can 
speak with perfect safety on this sub- 
ject, for I am not possessed of cattle 
so as to have any person criticise me ; 
a great proportion of animals that are 
used among men on the California 
and Oregon roads are abused in a 
shameful manner, and thousands have 
been killed with the Missouri whip ; I 
never believed it was right, and when 
I had the control of moving a camp, I 
used a little extra exartion to prevent it* 

Now, brethren, I want every one of 
jou to let these principles sink deep in 
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your hearts, that we may cultivate a 
principle of union, and look first at 
ourselves, reckon first with ourselves, 
and dwell upon our own faults, in- 
stead of dwelling upon the faults of 
others* We have to know for our- 
selves, and every wrong another per- 
son may do, it is no excuse for me : 
and I tell you that ever}' man who 
raises his hand in the Branches, 
among the wards, or wherever he may 
be, to injure and destroy the counsel 
and instructions given to them, and 
operate in opposition to those instruc- 
tions, will fall into a snare ; and I do 
absolutely know, that if the Saints in 
the settlements, especially in the 
South, had listened to the counsel of 
the Presidency in the foundation of 
those settlements, instead of the 
Church property ranging at a value of 
seven or eight hundred thousand dol- 
lars, it might have increased to as 
many millions just as well, if the 
brethren had listened with one spirit 
to the counsels and instructions given 
them from the head which God has 
appointed to lead and direct us. 

But no, some of us thought they 
had a better plan, and there were as 
many plans as men, and never found 
out their mistake till the Indian war 
set in. We have got along, by the 
mercy of God, and by His blessings, 
as well as we have, learning by the 
things which we suffer, and we all 
ought to continually thank Him for it, 
and not our own wisdom. With these 
remarks I will close by bearing my 
testimony that this is the work of God, 
and these men are His servants, and 
God has placed in His Church a Pro* 
phet, Priest, and President, who is 
just as good and as wise a man as we 
are capable of keeping in our society; 
if he was any better than he is, God 
would have to take him, or we would 
have to improve with the rapidity of 
lightning to keep up with him. Joseph 
Smith was a true Prophet, and that 
which he has conferred upom this peo- 
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pie is a true Priesthood, and if you 
listen to the instructions and be led 
by the keys of this kingdom, you are 
in the path to an eternal exaltation, 
and we shall overcome every power 


that would seek to prevail against us. 
Let us be as one, and we can never 
be broken. May God preserve us 
in the light and law of Christ, that we 
mav be redeemed. Amen, 
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By Elder Orson Pratt, Delivered in the Council House, Great Salt Lake City, June SO, 
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of the Supreme^ and Judge of the First Judicial District Courts of the United 
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Friends and Brethren, we hare I 
assembled ourselves together on this 
solemn occasion to commemorate one 
of our departed friends, who has 
suddenly been taken from our midst. 

It is customary among most of the 
nations of the earth, on an occasion 
of this kind, to deliver what is termed 
a funeral sermon, I have been called 
upon quite unexpectedly this forenoon , 
to perform this office. 1 do not ex- 
pect to be lengthy in my remarks, but 
shall endeavor to say something in 
relation to the present condition of 
man, and his future state. 

We have been placed upon this 
earth for a wise purpose, in a state and 
condition of being to prepare our- 
selves for a higher state and order of 
things. These are the objects for 
which man exists here. Generations 
have come and gone. Millions and 
hundreds of millions of human beings 
have peopled this globe, and have de- 
parted hence, and we must all follow 
in the footsteps of the generations 
that are past. 

It is a decree of Jehovah who 
governs and controls the destinies of 
worlds, who controls all intelligent 
beings, that man should die. No one ( 


| can escape this decree ! No one can 
prevail with the grim monster death, 
and overcome him, but we must all 
sooner or later meet that enemy of 
mankind, and be laid prostrate in the 
tomb. 

Why is it that so great and good a 
Being, a Being who is full of benevo- 
lence and love, a Being who is filled 
with mercy and compassion, should 
suffer such a dire calamity to befall 
the human race ? Whv is it ? Is it 
because He delights in the sufferings 
of mankind ? Is it because he delights 
to see them writhe in pain and dis- 
tress ? No : it is because man has 
sinned ; it is because he has offended 
j his Maker — because he has trans- 
gressed sacred and holy laws, because 
he has subjected himself to the mon- 
ster death, to the miseries, wretched- 
ness, and vanities of this life. It is 
not, however, because we ourselves 
have sinned that death comes upon us ; 
but it is because of the original sin ; 
for all will admit that infants that are 
incapable of sinning against God, who 
are unacquainted with His revealed 
will, who discern not between good 
and evil, fall victims to the destroyer, 
! as well as others. If, then, this erase 
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siezes upon the innocent and upon 
those who hare not transgressed the 
laws of heaven, it must be in conse- 
quence of the original sin that so 
great a calamity is in the world. 

" By man came death," says the 
Apostle Paul. Again the same Apos- 
tle says, " As by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation ; even so by the righteous- 
ness of one the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life-" (Rom. 
v, IB.) What free gift? The free 
gift of salvation from the grave, the 
salvation of our bodies, or in other 
words, of our coporeal systems, The 
redemption of our bodies from the 
grave is brought about through the 
atonement of Jesus Christ ; hence we 
have had no agency in bringing death 
into our world, and we have no agen- 
cy in the redemption of our world. 
One man brought death into the 
world, and one man brought re- 
demption from death. 

This redemption is just as exten- 
sive as the curse, so far as the body 
is concerned. The curse affected all, 
and the bodies of all will be redeemed. 
When I speak of this redemption, T 
wish to he distinctly understood, that 
I mean the redemption of the body 
from the grave. If the fall lays all 
mankind low in the dust, the re- 
demption will bring them forth from 
the dust. If the fall shut them out 
from His face and presence, the re- 
demption will bring them back into 
His presence to behold His face. 

Jesus was lifted up by sinful man 
upon the cross; what for? That all 
mankind might be lifted up from the 
grave to be judged before God ; not 
for Adam's sins/ but for their own 
personal sins ; hence there is no per- 
son dwelling upon the face of the 
earth that is free from the original 
curse that came in consequence of the 
transgression of Adam. 

If we had no sins of our own, we 
should ever remain, after this univer- 
No. 24.] 
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sal redemption of our bodies, in the 
presence of God, but if we individu- 
ally have committed sins, we shall be 
again cast out from the presence of 
God, unless we have complied with 
the great plan of salvation revealed by 
our Savior. 

The great question raised by many 
with regard to the extent of the atone- 
ment, is, 11 Will all mankind be saved 
eternally in the presence of God, fax 
the celestial kingdom, who have per- 
sonally sinned ? " No ; they will not. 
There is a certain class of mankind 
that will be saved in the fulness of 
celestial glory, ami partake of all the 
blessings held forth by the plan of re- 
demption. But this applies only to 
those who are faithful and obedient 
j There arc others who will partake 
of a portion of this redemption ; but 
they will differ from the first, as much 
as the moon differs from that bright 
luminary of heaven — the sun. Hence 
| Paul, in speaking of the redemption 
of man, says, there are bodies celes- 
tial, and bodies terrestrial, and the 
glory of the celestial is one and that 
of the terrestrial another, and by the 
glory of the stars he represents a third 
class of beings. And again, in order 
to show the difference existing in this 
third class, he says, as one star differ- 
eth from another star in glory, so also 
is the resurrection of the dead. 
I Here, then, are three distinct 
classes of beings in the eternal world, 
all of whom partake of happiness, each 
to be rewarded according to their 
works : one is represented by the sun* 
another by the moon, and a third by 
the glory of the stars, that is, by the 
apparent glory of the stars, or as they 
appear to us, and not as they would 
appear to individuals who are in their 
immediate vicinity. * 
! This third class, it appears, differ 
in glory while the others are alike^ 
In this third class there is a difference 
according to their works. Some will 
shine forth like the brightest stars 
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the firmament ; while others, whose 
works have not been so honorable, 
will be like some of those stars that 
appear to the naked eye in the hea- 
vens much inferior. 

Who are those individuals who will 
enter into the higher state of glory ? 
I answer; they are the individuals 
who keep the law of God, who believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, who repent 
and forsake their sins, who receive the 
ordinances of the Gospel, who are 
baptized in the likeness of Christ's 
death, who arise from the liquid ele- 
ment in the likeness of his resurrec- 
tion, who receive the laying on of 
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
who walk stedfastly in all the princi- 
ples revealed for the salvation of man, 
and who continue faithful to the end. 

These are the righteous who will be 
admitted into the highest glory. Their 
glory will be full ; it will be like the 
glory of the Son of God ; as the Apos- j 
tie John has said, 11 Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be : but we 
know that, when He shall appear, we 
shall be like Him ; for we shall see 
Him as He is," Their bodies will 
oome forth from the grave fashioned 
like unto His glorious body, and in 
every respect they will inherit the 
same glory that the Son inherits, and 
hence they are one as the Father and 
Son are one, ! 

Now many religions societies are so 
uncharitable in their feelings, that 
they suppose that all who die, not 
having received the plan of salvation, 
will sink down into a night of endless 
darkness. I speak of a certain class 
of Christians; they suppose there 
will be only two places — heaven and 
hell ; and thai all those who do not 
enter int# heaven will sink to hell, 
where they must remain eternally. 

But these are not the views of the 
fatter day or former day Saints, They 
believe that all will to judged according 
to their works. If they do mot receive 
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the fulness of the plan of salvation, yet, 
if they are among the honorable men 
of the earth, having dealt uprightly 
and honorably one with another, and 
have lived up to the light which they 
are in possession of, they will in due 
time be redeemed, and partake of a 
degree of glory ; such will be exalted 
to all the happiness and greatness, 
wisdom and knowledge, light and in* 
telligence which they are prepared for, 
or capable of receiving. It is true, 
they may have to associate in the in- 
termediate state with beings, and 
powers, and principles that will not 
be pleasant ; for the spirit world is, 
in some respects, like the world we 
live in. 

Beings that enter the spirit world 
find there classes and distinctions, 
and every variety of sentiment and 
feeling; there is just as much variety 
in the spirit world as in this ; conse- 
quently, they have to grapple with 
those powers and influences that sur- 
round them. Spirits have their 
agency between death and the resur- 
rection, just as much as we have here. 
They are just as liable to be deceived 
in the spirit world as we are here. 
Those who are deceived may assist in 
deceiving others, for they have their 
classes, their theories, and their opin- 
ions. Almost everything that we see 
here is the same in the spirit world. 
They are mixed up with every variety, 
and are as liable to be deluded there 
as here. 

Although the righteous enter into 
a state of rest and peace, and en- 
joy happiness in a great degree, yet 
their happiness is not complete, they 
are not perfected in glory. It is only 
their spirits that are there, and they 
will have to mingle more or less with 
inferior minds, and different disposi- 
tions ; hut still they will enjoy a great 
degree of happiness, for their own 
consciousness of having done right 
imparts pleasure, consequently it is 
a state of rest, of peace, free from the 
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imperfections of mortality ; but to say [ 
that they will be free from all associa- 
tion with beings that are sinful and 
inferior to themselves, we do not be- 
lieve. It is true, they will go back 
to where Jesus is; they will have com- 
munion with him, and behold bis face, 
but thev will not always remain in 
one particular place or position ; they 
will have their works to perform, as 
we have in this life. \ 

If they are clothed with power and 
authority in this life, they do not leave 
their Priesthood when thev leave this 
body, hence John heard them sing, 
i( Thou art worthy to take the book, 
and open the seals thereof, for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood out of every na- 
tion, kindred, tongue, and people, and 
hast mule us kings and priests unto 
God, and we shall reign on the earth." 
We perceive that the Priesthood does 
not <lie with their bodies, the kingly 
authority does not cease with the mor- 
tal bodies : it is an office that contin- 
ues for ever, that continues in the spi- 
rit world, as well as after the resurrec- 
tion. Those that receive their 
authority from heaven, will have to 
magnify it, and set a good example ; 
and every person receiving an office 
in this Priesthood, and afterwards dv- 
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ing, will have to perform all the duties 
and exercise the functions thereof, in 
order that thev may be useful to those 
spirits in an inferior state. If they 
hold the Priesthood before the resur- 
rection, do we suppose that they mil 
sit down and have nothing to do? 
No : there will bo other individuals 
that will not hold the Priesthood, and 
that have not had the Gospel, and 
Ihey will be sent to them, to enlighten 
their minds, and enable them, who 
will, to rise in the great scale of moral 
and intellectual excellence. 

They will naturally have to mingle 
with all, as we do in this life ; and 
this will be calculated to make it 
rather unpleasant ; but they are wil- 
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ling to do this for the salvation of 
those who have died without the Gos 
pel. Jesus himself set the example 
and pattern for others- While his 
body lay in the silent tomb, his noble 
spirit was not idle ; hence, Peter says, 
that Jesus, being put to death in tht 
flesh, was quickened by the spirit, by 
which also he went and preached to 
the spirits in prison that were some- 
time disobedient in the days of Noah, 
&c. Jesus entered the prison house 
of those persons who were destroyed 
in the mighty flood, and preached to 
them. Those a ntedeluvian spirits had 
suffered in the prison some two thou- 
sand years, and upwards ; they needed 
some information, and Jesus went to 
enlighten them. 

Why were they shut up in prison ? 
It was because they rejected some 
light in the days of Noah. It is true, 
that Noah and his three sons could 
not preach to all the world, but they 
had rejected some light, and they had 
to go to prison to atone for that sin. 

It is not as some have supposed, 
that such characters have to go into a 
lake of fire and to welter there for 
ever and ever. These persons wert 
destroyed by the flood ; they wert 
shut up in prison and confined there; 
and after a long period, light broke in 
upon them, and the prison doors were 
thrown open, Jesus came for that 
purpose, not only to benefit the 
living, but also the dead — to open the 
prison doors, and break the chains of 
datkness. Jlsus went and preached 
to the antediluvian spirits. What 
did he preach ? Did he preach, " You 
must remain here to endless ages 
without hope of redemption?" If 
this were the proclamation, what was/ 
the use of going to proclaim it ? Whal* 
would be the use of telling thctfe 
beings that they were to remain in 
misery, and that there was no cbanct 
of escape ? No use of proclaiming 
such news in the ears of any one* 
Peter tells us why he preached to 
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them: he said, "For for this cause 
was the gospel preached also to them 
that are dead, that they might be judg- 
ed according to men in the flesh, and 
lire according to God in the spirit." 

This was the object, then, that they 
might have the same Gospel that men 
have in the flesh. If we acknow- 
ledge they had not the opportunity of 
receiving it in the flesh, they must 
have it in the spirit world ; for in the 
great judgment day all men are to be 
; udged by the same Gospel, and con- 
sequently, in order to judge them, it 
was necessary that they should hear 
the same Gospel that was preached 
upon the earth, that they might have 
the privilege of entering into the pre- 
sence of the Lord their God, or, if 
they rejected it, be justly condemned. 

Jesus has set us the pattern, he held 
the Priesthood which was conferred 
by his Father, to redeem those spirits, 
that they might come forth in the 
morning of the first resurrection and 
receive eternal life, and partake a 
portion of that glory of which I have 
spoken. If Jesus did this, may not 
his servants do it also, being blessed 
in this life with the same authority 
from heaven, and holding that author- 
ity after death ? May not they be 
engaged in the same benevolent pur- 
poses ? Yes, they may. 

These are our views, the views of 
the Latter-day Saints. And we be* 
lieve that the spirits of the just will 
be sent on missions of mercy to those 
in prison, who had not in this life the 
©pportunity of obeying those principles 
that I have referred to. 

Much might be said with regard to 
the future state of man between death 
aud the resurrection. We might go 
on and contrast the difference between 
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man in the flesh, and man in the 
spirit world. There are many points 
of contrast, as well as of agreement, 
in these two states of existence. 
But we have not time to take up 
and contrast the difference between 
disembodied spirits, and those that 
are in an embodied state. 

By way of conclusion, we will say, 
that all men will come forth and take 
bodies, some celestial, some terrestrial, 
and telestial, to occupy degrees of 
glory aud be rewarded according t* 
their works, unless they have sinned 
against the Holy Ghost, There ara 
certain sins that cannot be forgiven in 
this world nor in that which is to 
come ; to say that such shall be for- 
given, we are not authorized, but all 
others, after suffering for their evil 
deeds, will come forth from the 
grave to receive for their good works, 
those that have done evil having suf- 
fered according to their evil deeds ; and 
i thus the justice aud mercy of God 
j will be displayed. All will partake of 
them according to the degree of light 
that has shone forth in their day* 

We are called upon on this solemn 
occasion as a Territory to mourn the 
loss of one who has occupied a distin- 
guished position among us, one whoso 
course has been an exemplary one to 
all mankind, that is, so far as we are 
acquainted with him. He has now 
left us, but we expect to meet with 
him again and see his face* And it 
it is not long before all now present 
{ will again meet with this distinguished 
individual. 

May God bless us and enable us to be 
prepared to meet with each other in the 
eternal worlds, and to receive according 
to the justice and mercy of God , Amen. 
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I have listened, brethren and sis- 
ters, to the remarks of Elder Seth 
If. Blair with a good deal of interest, 
and I can appreciate to a considerable 
extent the sensation that a man feels 
when he leaves the division, corrup- 
tion, and savage dispositions that are 
prevalent among the nations of man- 
kind, and comes among the Saints. 
Where there is unity and the blessings 
of the Spirit of the Lord dwelling in 
the hearts of the people, peace and 
prosperity will attend their exertions, 
temporal as well as spiritual, for they 
will act in unity, and their exertions 
for each other's welfare being unani- 
mous mid simultaneous, success is 
hound to be their reward. 

I am very happy to enjoy the pri- 
Tilegd of seeing the faces, and listen- 
ing to the voices and testimonies, of 
our Elders when they return from 
their missions, and I do know that 
the greatest school to which any man in 
this Church can be sent, is through 
the world to preach the Gospel. I 
used to say when I was a young man 
and was travelling to preach the Gos- 
pel, I would forgive the worst ene- 
my I had if he would only travel 
among the Presbyteriaus, Seceders, 
and Covenanters in Pennsylvania, 
and preach the fulness of the everlas- 
ting Gospel faithfully, without purse 
or scrip. I would forgive him from 
the fact that if he lived three months 
among them in that way, he would 
have been literally starved into a full 
Atonement for any injury that he 
•ould have inflicted on me. 

There was, from the beginning, fixed 
hatred in the minds of the world at 


large against this people. It is not 
here as it is in the Christian world 
generally, for there the Baptists, 
Methodists, Presbyterians, and Uni- 
versalists, although bitterly opposed 
to each other, fan all unite to 
persecute the poor •* Mormons, " they 
are all in error together, but they 
can unite whenever the truth comes 
along, and use all their combined 
influences to put it down. They 
JiiTer on a kind of complimentary 
principles, hut when they speak of 
the Saints of God, there is in the 
hearts of the whole of them, a deep- 
seated, deadly hatred, and they will 
do all in their power to put them 
down. I do not know how the people 
generally feel about it, but it must 
seem strange to individuals having 
the Spirit of the Lord, that these 
different sects and parties despise 
and hate each other, and differ so 
materially, and yet the very moment 
that an Elder comes into a city, town, 
or village, they all unite to mob him 
out of the place. He may perhaps 
allude to some of their doctrines, and 
perhaps not, but they will all join 
together to put down the "Mormons." 
The only difficulty is that the Bap- 
tists, Universalists. Presbyterians, and 
Methodists, and the others have all 
got different meeting-houses, or else we 
might conclude that their opposition 
to the Saints would unite them into 
one, for some of them believe that 
they will all be saved, notwithstand- 
ing their difference of opinion, but 
the very moment that a " Mormon n 
comes and preaches the first princi- 
ples of the Gospel, you will see tba 
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utmost confusion among them, their 
preachers all put their heads together 
to form plans by which to overthrow 
Mormonism," and even if there is 
an infidel that they consider or think 
is a little smarter than they are, they 
will sustain him if they can persuade i 
him to unite with them to put down 
t< MorTnonism, ,, and if arguments arc 
likely to fail, they start a fresh or more 
sure method by raising a mob, and ex- 
citing the public feeling, and driving 
out the " Mormons," believing that to 
allow the "Mormons " to obtain any 
influence would be hurtful ; they are 
fearful that it would really injure their 
cause. 

And what is the reason that such 
fear and alarm should seize them 
when the Elders go among them? 
Why, it is plain and simple : the man 
of God who goes forth without purse 
and scrip, he has the truth, and he 
has the Spirit of the Almighty God, 
and he has the truth as it was an- 
ciently and as it is modernly revealed, 
and he lays the axe at the root of the 
tree, and annihilates error wherever 
he finds it. 

All the systems of Christendom 
have got so mixed up with the world, 
and so mixed and interwoven with the 
corruptions thereof, that the adversary 
has perfect dominion over them S ' 
and hence the very moment that a 
man having the Priesthood comes 
along and pours in a flood of light 
upon the world, the adversary tells 
them like this, " Why we should put 
that down, or it will cause us trou- 
ble/* and the very spirit that is in 
them is the spirit of the adversary, 
and they go to work with all their 
might, and try to put down all who 
dare to advocate such strange doc- 
trines, and thereby trammel every- 
thing under their control. And no- 
thing is more sure than that when the 
Spirit of the Lord is withdrawn from 
a people who have previously received 
the light of the Gospel, or who have 
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had the opportunity of receiving it t 
they become violent persecutors, and 
hence it is that the editors of tht 
newspapers in the United States 
breathe forth their most bitter ana- 
themas against this innocent and 
law-abiding people, because that spirit 
of darkness which rules them is afraid 
of the truth. 

It was cowardly fear that caused 
the Allies to banish Napoleon the First 
to St. Helena, and there watch him 
as they would a wild boast to the day 
of his death* It is a similar fear that 
causes the enemies of this people to 
attempt our utter destruction, and 
that prompts the great writers and 
statesmen of the age to cry out, " An- 
nihilate the 4 Mormons,* or Chris- 
tianity is down," and thereby seek to 
raise the ruthless hand of military 
power to annihilate and destroy inno- 
cent, unoffending, law-abiding citi- 
zens of a rapidly improving Territory, 
Every honest man that comes into 
our Territory, after a short existence 
in the midst of the Saints, reasonably 
concludes we have greater respect for 
the Constitution of the United States, 
than any oilier people, notwithstand- 
ing all that may Imve been said by 
howling priests about the tyranny in 
the midst of these mountains. 

Circumstances have proven, beyond 
all successful contradiction, that tht 
Elders and an thorites of this Church 
do respect the great principles of tht 
Constitution, and the Latter-day Sainti 
in and of ew*y nation do respect the 
constitution and laws of their country ; 
the principles of their faith make thii 
obligatory upon them. 

We have been driven from our 
comfortable homes in the United 
States, into these mountains, and it if 
only under the kind hand and protect- 
ing care of the Almighty that we art 
kept here ; He gave us the privilege 
of sheltering and of staying here for 
the time being. 

We are the children of the Most 
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High, and we have been called upon 
by Him to make sacrifices for the 
building up of His kingdom, and it 
behoves us to be awake to our duties 
as sons and daughters of God. And 
I tell you it is for us to depend upon 
"Him, the giver of all good, and if we 
do not so live as to he partakers of 
the blessings of the fulness of the 
Gospel, and of His watchful care, we 
may anticipate that more destruction 
will come upon our heads, for the 
Lord will purify us. 

Vie are blessed indeed to be in a 
position which is of the utmost impor- 
tance to the fulfilment of the purposes 
of God and the accomplishment of the 
Latter-day work, which we shall be 
the means of bringing about if we 
dedicate ourselves to the interests of 
His work. 

We are perfectly aware of the bloody 
hatred that exists towards us through- 
out the world, and we are perfectly 
a,ware of the hot persecution that we 
have to endure because of our reli- 
gion ; we know the people of God 
always were j>ersecuted, and we expect 
they always will be, until the power 
qf the devil is subdued and the king- 
dom and the greatness thereof shall 
be given to the Saints of the Most 
High, to possess for ever and for even 
Although we have met with oppo- 
sition from all quarters, yet thousands 
and thousands of exertions have been 
made by this people for the express pur- 
pose of causing the inhabitants of the 
world to abandon their corruptions, 
forsake their wicked practices, leave 
off and repent of their foolish doings ; 
and our constant exertions have been 
rebutted with constant abuse from 
those we were trying to benefit. 

The blood of our Prophet and Pa- 
triarch, and hundreds of innocent 
men, women, and children, and the 
destruction of millions and millions 
of dollars' worth of property, the long 
Jist of abuses to which we have been 
sulyected, and the patience, forbear- 
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ance, and fortitude with which these 
abuses have been borne, only prove in 
the first place the intense hatred with 
which the world hate us, and in the 
second the sterling integrity of the 
people called Latter-day Saints, and 
their determination to abide the laws 
of their country. 

Then I say, let us be united, and 
let our voices ascend to Him as the 
voice of one man, and let every foolish 
notion depart from our midst, that we 
may have power with Him, for I tell 
you we depend alone upon the Al- 
mighty for protection, and if we de- 
pend upon His arm and upon His 
power, we can work in faith, believing 
that He will help us. I do know that 
if this people were united, and would 
exercise faith, and listen to the coun- 
sel of the Presidency as they ought, 
and he united as one man, all the 
powers of earth and hell could not 
prevail against them ; and if no power 
could prevail, of course there would 
be but little danger. But if feuds, 
discord, selfishness, and contentions 
are permitted to break up our unity, 
we shall then become like others, 
weak in consequence of our division, 

I have listened with pleasure to 
the remarks of our brother, and I 
can appreciate his feelings while he 
preached the everlasting Gospel on 
the soil of Texas, for the liberties of 
which, he had in the days of his 
youth periled his life on many a 
bloody battle field. 

I realize the sensation of endear- 
ment of native country that flows in 
the breast of a man who has been 
driven from his rights and privileges, 
a feeling of a peculiar nature, for 
when a man is abused by those around 
him, it is rather humiliating to have 
to quietly submit to be deprived of 
his rights ; but we have to seek those 
rights we cannot get at the hands of 
our fellow m#n, at the hands of the 
Almighty; for wicked men will not 
extend them to ua, and therefore 
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we must depend upon Him who is 
the source of all good, and from whom 
protection must be derived, for as the 
Lord lives, peace is taken from the 
earth, and every man' hands is against 
that of his neighbor, and death and 
destruction and all the powers of earth 
and hell seem to be manifest to bring 
about the consumption determined 
for the last days. 

There is considerable anxiety among 
the Elders to go and preach the Gos- 
pel to distant nations, to those who 
profess to be enlightened, but, breth- 
ren and sisters, let us preach the Gos- 
pel at home, in our houses, to those 
natives in the mountains who are sunk 
in misery and distress. 

Let us open good schools for the 
Indians, and use the inlluence that 
we have got, for their redemption, and 
let us endeavor to bring them back 
to the light, bring them back from 
their long lost and degraded con- 
dition, bringing them back to the 
Gospel enjoyed by their fathers, for 
they prophesied that their children 
should wander in darkness for many 
generations, and then the Lord would 
commence His work amongst them 
again ; and let us do it, and do it with 
faithfulness and tenderness, with kind- 
ness and generosity, and act a* fathers 
would act towards their children ; and 
let us spend our means and labor, let 
us toil, and even spend our all for 
their redemption and preservation. 
And let us not take hold of it as a 
light matter, as a matter that we will 


never let come near our hearts, but 
with willingness, long-suffering, and 
continued endeavors to do them 
good, and when we are foiled in our 
endeavors to benefit those people, 
let us recollect that we are not to be 
discouraged, but let us remember that 
we are to keep trying, and pray 
God to give you wisdom to act aright. 
Put away from your hearts all desires 
to shed their blood, and put far from 
you the disposition that causes you to 
think they are troublesome, and we 
should like to get rid of them. Let 
us consider that they have rights here, 
that they are the original settlers. 
They have natural rights, and all our 
kindness and generosity and all our jf 
faith exercised to benefit them will be | 
acknowledged. 1 

I know the feelings' of some ; they 
think the best and only method to 
deal with them would be to kill off 
and exterminate their rtce. 

But the Lord has placed us here to 
try us, and if we have suffering He will 
bless us for our labors among that 
people. 

Do not let us be wearv, but let the 
hearts of young and old throb with 
emotions to be missionaries, throb 
with desires to teach them the arts of 
civilization. ~« 

Let these be our feelings and de- 
sires, and may God bless us in our 
faith and works, that we may bring 
them back to the knowledge of their 
fathers and the blessings of the Gos* 
pel according to the promises. Amea 


